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NOTE: Hand print ii"ames legibly; handwritiii~- , atisfactory for remainder, 

lndkes: D Negati\<"e 0See below 

Sidi;ect'& name and aliases Character of case 

' 

a.tional Pe onael Record DGP-Araon Possible 
Center 9100 ge Complainant 

Poaaible A· on 
7-12-73 I I Pd 

Complaint received 

7-12-73 0100 
D Personal CJ1: Telephonic Date Time 

Address of subject Complainant's address and telephone number 

Race Seit Height Hair Build Birth date and Birthplace 

~~ .§ 
QMale 

oQ. 
Age Weight Eyes Compleition 

.,, ·- D Female 1i' t; .. "' 
V'.l" 0 Scars, marks or other dale 

Facts of complaint 

I I called thi• off ice and stated that the Jfational Record 

Center• .... OD tire and the entire 6th floor was ablaze and the 

local fire dept.'s was fighting the blaze, the local Pd requested 

FBI assistance in the fact that they suspect possible arson 

...... """""""' ....... -'notified 
AS.AC rt 

..,li&al~--­

Action Recommended 

ff 

tf 

tt 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

(Agent) 

a1 

- ' btC 

b 7C 



f'D·:56 (Rev. 5·22·64) • 
.~---·•-+ -_______.1._.o.....t.J r ... 1~~ .. ···---·--

1Vf{ M SL PLA.I N 

IMMEDIATE 7-12-73 VXJ 

TO DIRECTOR 

F'ROM ST LOU IS (52- NEW) 

• 
FBI 

Date: 

~; UNSUB MAJOR FIRE NATIONAL PERSOMNE:L RECORD CENTER-MILITARY, 

NPRC < NPRC-M), DGP- POSSIBLE ARSON, 00-SL 

12112: 15 AM INSTANT DATE FIRE DISCOVERF.:D BY Fi<:DERAL PROTECTIVE 

SERVICE CFPS) ON TOP FLOOR OF CAPTIONED RFCORO CFNTER. WHICH CONTAIN 

30-TO 40 MILL ION RECRRECORDS IN CUSTODIAN POSSESSION~E.NERAL 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION CGSA), WORLD WAR ONE, WORLD WAR TWO,POST WORLD 

WAR TWO AND ALL OF DISCHARGED AIR FORCE P~RSONN~L • 

FIRE PRESENTLY BURNING OUT OF CONTROL ON SIX FLOOR , R~MAINING 

BUILDING. SUF'F'ER!NG EXTENSIVE SMOKE AND sooso~1~ WAT~R DAMAGE. 

FBIS OFFICE LOCATED THIS SITE NOT THuq FAR ~FFECTED SY ACTIVE 

FIRE DAMAGEQ BUT IS SUBJECT TO SMOKE DAMAGE. 

NO EMPLOYEES OTHER THAN CUSTODIANS WORKING AT LOAOCATION AOF' 

END "'j3aa~ ONE 

- ,,~ -... , ·. .. 1·.,_~' . ·.··· @-.,,2.. 
~~:/ ·' ;~_-, __ -··-. -.. . . 

~ ' ._.,J • . ~.... , . _· '. - . ' ..... _ . ' . 

~ .. """' .... ;i .. ..;...~- .·._,;.~'.:"· ,._,_ ·- ;, . - -".., 

.-'~ ~ -- ,.~: ; . -..... ·, 

c=a•;:('fll 

M Pet ---·-~ ... s::.•. __ 
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.PAGE TWO 

ft: a~- NE\IJ 

FBI 

Date: . -- · -- - -··-·· - -·-- ·-·---·-··- · 

FIRE WHEN FIRE BROKE OUT. NO INJURIES REPORTE'O SO FAR · At«> NO : IfftM'Et>-
IATE SUSPECTS SHOULD ARSON BE DETERMINED .AS CAUSF. SCENE OF F'IRF. CAN•t BE REACHED DUE TO SEVERITY OF FIRE, BUT ARSON IS SUSPECTED DUE TO LOCATION AND RAPID BREAK OUT AND RAPID SPREAD OF" F'iRE. 
EIGHT FIRE T~UCKS AND FOUR SNORKELS REPRESENTING SIX ST LOUIS 
COUNTIES COMMUNITIES F"IRE DEPARTMENTS ON SCENE. 

BUREAU WILL BE It'IMIEDIATELY ADVISE OF DETAILS AS SITUATION 
DEVELOP ES 

ENt> I 
' '· . 



J\JR007 ':,•,\ PLAIN 

1057AM URGt:"NT 7/12/73 JXS 

TO ALL SA CS 

F~OM nrRFCTOR IP 

MAJOR FIR~,_ NATIONAL PEPSO~NFL q~CQPD~ C~~TFR - ~ILITARY 

OlPRC- M), l)r."STRUCTION OF' GOVERNMENT PROPi;:RTY - POSSIBLF.' ARSON. 

QO : ST. l 0 UIS. 

AT 12:15 A.M. TODAY A MAJO~ FIRE WAS DISCOV~RFD AT THE 

NPRC-M, ST. LO!JIS, MISS'OURI. F'IPt:" CURtffNTLY OUT OF' CONTROL AND 

POSSIBILITY EXISTS F.NTI~t:" C~NTEn MAY 8~ TOTAL LOS~. 

ALL OF'F'IC~S DISCOl\JTPJUF si;:NDPJG L~ADS FOR CHECK OF" RFCORDS 

AT NPRC-M UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. ST. LOUIS ADVI~F ALL OFFICES 

WHEN RECORD CHECKS CAN BE RESUMFD. 

FBI SL RCG 

s~-tff~~ ... ~· 
S HEil.. , 

. -~ . 

' · ..: . ' 

b7C 



UNSUBS; 
MAJOR FIRE - NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
RECORLS CENTER-MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
7/12/73 
DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 
00: ST. LOUIS 

At approximately 12:13 A.M., 7/12/73, a guard of 
the Federal Protection Service, assigned to captioned 
records center discovered a fire on the 6th floor near 
the rear of that building. The guard was not in the 
building at the time. He illllD.ediately reported the fire 
to the duty desk sergeant and the two attempted to respond 
to the 6th floor but were driven back by heavy smoke on 
the 4th floor. 

All surrounding fire departments immediately 
responded to the fire which continued out of control 
well into the morning. 

At approximately 12:00 Noon, 7/12/73, available 
reports indicated that the 6th floor of the NPRC-M was 
completely destroyed and the 5th floor partially destroyed. 
There was extensive smoke and water damage to all other 
floors. 

Over 30 million military records, old and new, 
were stored in this building. 

Bomb and arson experts from the FBI Laboratory, 
Washington, D.c., are on the scene conducting appropriate 
investigation. 

Log sheets listing both employees and visitors 
to the building for 7/11/73 - 7/12/73, have been obtained 
and leads are being set out to locate and interview identifiable 

MEMO FOR ALL AGENTS 
ST. LOUIS OFFICE '). 

2/73 1''~-~ 
52-4856 VJ1J0 &v 
6:-124 

i -I _ I b2 
TRP:c 
(95) 1,11" b7D 



UNSUBS; 
MAJOR FIRE - NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
RECORDS CENTER-MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
7/12/73 
DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 
00: ST. LOUIS 

persons listed on same. 

In addition to Agents assigned leads pursuant 
to this matter, all Agents are requested to immediately 
contact law enforcement agencies, as well as logical 
informants and all positive information should be routed 
to St. Louis.file 52-4856. 



FBI 

Date: 7 /12/73 

Transmit the following in -~P~LA~I~N_T~E~X~T::..__ __ ____,,..------,--.,-----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code ) 

Via _T_E_L_E_T_YP_£ ___ _ NITEL 
(Priority) I 

-------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO • • DIRECTOR 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 

MAJOR.FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M). 
7/ 11--/7:;, 

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS. 

RE BU TEL CALL, 7/12/73. 

REVIEW OF ST. LOUIS FILES DISCLOSE FOLLOWING FIRES REPORTED 

TO ST. LOUIS FBI BETWEEN 7/1/72 TO PRESENT: 

8/8/72, 12:45 P.M., TRASH CAN IN MEN'S RESTROOM, SECOND FLOOR, 

FOUND BUJU'1:1G. NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED. 

8/8/72, 12:50 P.M., TRASH CAN IN MEN'S RESTROOM ON FIRST 

FLOOR FOUND ON FIRE. NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED. 

8/23/72, 8:37 A.M., TRASH CAN IN LADIES RESTROOM ON FIFTH 

FLOOR FOUND ON FIRE. NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED. 

11/8/72, 9:00 A.M., TRASH CAN IN LADIES RESTROOM ON FOURTH 

FLOOR FOUND BURNING. NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED. 

............ -.... ,., ...... lllml .................. ~ 
~ s-~ <t?-S io~5 

• 
SEARClfEO. __ _ 

SERIALIZED -=;;=U,,o 
INDEXED ___ _ 

fJLED rd46l 
ALL A~VE INCIDENTS OCCURRED IN NPRC-M BUILDING. 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT ABOVE INCIDENTS ARE ONLY ONES REPORTED 

Louis 

Approved: ----+-v~~~...,_ ___ _ 
Spec~t in Charge= lJ , S . GOVE R ~ fl.-H:::N T PFHNTING O F FICL: 1 ~Jil -413-1 3~ 



FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ---------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via----------
(Priority) I 

·------------------------------------------------L-------
SL 52-4856 

PAGE TWO 

TO FBI AND OTHER MINOR INCIDENTS MAY HAVE OCCURRED WHICH WERE 

NOT REPORTED TO ST. LOUIS DIVISION. P 

END 

Approved: -------------
Sent _______ M Per --------

Special Agent in Charge 
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971-413-135 



FBI 

Date: 7 /12/73 

Transmit the following in __ P_LA--'--I_N_T_E_X_T_=-------=-----:--:--------; 
(Type in plaintexl or code) 

Via TELETYPE _____ UR;;__G..;...E-"-NT ______ ----;-----------1 
.../ r;;Q (PriorHy) f 

/ , / ~ L 
-----------------------3~~- ------------------ ------- -

TO : DIRECTOR AND XANSAS~ITY 
FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 

MAJOR/ FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M). 
l/f'J- l 3 
DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS. 

RE ST. LOUIS TELETYPE 7/12/73. 

BY WAY OF ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND, FIRE DISCOVERED BY FEDERAL 

PROTECTIVE GUARD WHO OBSERVED SMOKE ON 4TH FLOOR OF THE RECORD 

CENTER AT APPROXIMATELY 12:15 A.M., 7/12/73. THE OVERLAND, MO. 

FIRE DEPT. WAS CALLED AND RESPONDED SHORTLY THEREAFTER. THERE ARE 

8 TO 10 FIRE DEPARTMENTS AT THE SCENE ATTEMPTING TO CONTROL THE 

FIRE WHICH, AS OF 2 P.M., WAS NOT UNDER CONTROL. SO FAR, THERE 

HAVE BEEN 6 FIREMEN INJURED EITHER FROM SHATTERING WINDOWS OR FROM 

SMOKE INHALATION. 

THE RECORD CENTER IS 6 FLOORS WITH 200,000 SQUARE FEET ESTIMAT 

FOR EACH FLOOR, MAKING SPACE IN THE BUILDING APPROXIMATELY 

1,200,000 SQUARE FEET. THE 6TH FLOOR OF THE CENTER IS WHERE THE 

RECORDS OF WORLD WAR I, WORLD WAR I I, POST WORLD WAR I I, AND ALL 

DISCHARGED AIR FORCE PERSONNEL ARE LOCATED. THE FIRE IS STILL 

RAGING ON THIS 

~st. Louis 

FLOOR AND IT HAS BEEN ESTIMATED BY FIRE DEPARTMENT 



FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -------.,,------,-------,----.,.....,.....----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via--------
(Priority) I 

-------------------------------------------------~------- -
SL 52-4856 

PAGE TWO 

PERSONNEL THAT THESE RECORDS WHICH .NUMBER MORE THAN 30,000,000 

HAVE BEEN DESTROYED. 

THE &TH FIOOR CONTAINS NAVY, MARINE AND COAST GUARD RECORDS 

AND THUS FAR THE P'IRE HAS NOT EXTENDED INTO THAT AREA, HOWEVER, 

IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THERE IS APPROXIMATELY 3 AND ONE HALF FEET 

OP WATER OOVERING THE 5TH FLOOR AND FIRE FIGHTERS ARE HOPEFUL 

THAT THIS WATER WILL HELP TO CONTAIN THE FIRE FROM SPREADING TO 

OTHER FLOORS. U. S. ARMY RESERVE RECORDS ARE MAINTAINED ON THE 

4TH FLOOR. THERE IS A SERIOUS QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE 5TH FLOOR 

WOULD HOLD THE WEIGHT OF THE WATER AND THE ROOF AND 6TH FLOOR 

SHOULD THE 6TH FLOOR AND ROOF GIVE WAY. 

DUE TO INTENSIVE HEAT AND SMOKE NO ONE HAS BEEN ABLE TO 

ENTER BUILDING TO GET VISUAL OBSERVATION OF INTERIOR. ALL 

ELECTRICAL POWER HAS BEEN DISCONNECTED. FBI SPACE LOCATED AT THE 

CENTER IS ON THE 2ND FLOOR AND mus FAR HAS BEEN AFFECTED BY SMOKE 

ONLY. AGENTS AT SCENE UNDER PERSONaL SUPERVISION OF SAC AND ASAC 

COORDINATING IN OFFICE. 

FBI LABORATORY EXAMINERS I I, AND_I ---

--~~~~-'ARRIVED ST. LOUIS 8:30 A.M. BUT DUE TO EXISTING CONDITIO 

Approved: ---------- Sent ______ M Per-----

Special Agent in ChargE; L:. s. GO VER NM[;:NT PRrNT!NG OFFIC!::.: 1971-41.:J-135 



FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in --------=---:---:-"'."""-------,;-;-------~ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via---------
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L _______ -

SL 52-4856 

PAGE THREE 

HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONDUC'T ANY WORK. EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION 

BEING CONDUCTED RELATIVE TO INTERVIEWING EMPLOYEES, GUARDS, 

VISITORS, ETC., DURING THE PERTINENT PERIOD. EVERY EFFORT WILL 

BE MADE TO DETERMINE IF FIRE STARTED AS RESULT OF CRIMINAL ACT, 

ESTABLISHING FEDERAL VIOLATION. 

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS. P 

END 

Approved:----------- Sent ______ M Per-----
Special Agent in Chargt; 

U.S. G OVERNM E r'-OT PRINTP\JG O FFICE 19"/1- 4 13-t35 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7 /13/73 

Transmit the following in __ P_LA __ IN_T_E_X_T ____ -=------,...-,----------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

y ia TELETYPE NI TEL 
(Priority) I 

-------------------------- - ----------------------L------- -

TO . . 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR 

KANSAS CITY 

ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 

7/12/73. DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS. 

RE ST. LOUIS TEL TO BUREAU AND KANSAS CITY, 7/13/73. 

FIRE ON THE 6TH FLOOR OF THE RECORDS CENTER HAS BEEN 

EXTINGUISHED AND FIRE SIQUIPMENT IN PROCESS OF BEING REMOVED FROM 

SCENE. PERSONNEL STILL UNABLE TO ENTER CRITICAL AREAS OF THE 

BUILDING DUE TO INTENSE HEAT. WHEN HEAT DISSIPATES AND DENSE 

SMOKE CLEARS, ENGINEERS WILL ENTER BUILDING TO DETERMINE WHETHER 

PERTINENT AREAS CONSIDERED SAFE FOR OTHER PERSONNEL TO ENTER 

AND MAKE AN ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGE DONE TO RECORDS. 

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. P 

END 

t- St. Louis 

CJD :lhc 

(1) 

Sent 

,,c { .. 9/. ,/ 
ii/A- /o'ld L1M Per ~ 

<>U.s.l:ernment Printing Office: 1972 - 455 -574 

r~1 Approved:------.--~-----
Special!.~ n Charge 



FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64_) 

FBI 

Date: 7 /14/73 

Transmit the following in --------:-=----:----:--:------;-;----------i 
(Type in plailltext or code! 

TELETYPE 
Via---------

N ITEL 
(Priority) I 

-----------~------------------------------------~------- -

TO: DIRECTOR 

KANSAS CITY 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P 

MAJOR FIRB, NATIONAL PERSOlfNBL .RECORm CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M) , 

7/12/73; DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON (00: ST. LOUIS) 

RE ST.IDUIS TEL, 7/13/73 

FIRE AT RECORD CEMTER APPEARS TO BE UNDER COHTROL. FIRE­

FIGHTERS INDICATE THERE ARE NO NOTICEABLE FLAMES, JEWEVER, HOT 

SPOTS DllAIN ON SIXTH FLOOR AND WATER IS STILL BEING APPLIED. 

INITIAL ESTIMATES AT THIS TIME LEND TOWARD TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF 

S IXTB PLOOR STRUCTURALLY• AND IT IS DOUBTFUL ANY RECORDS CONTAINED 

ON THE FLOOR HAVE SURVIVED. FIRE OFFICIALS AND BUILDING ENGINEERS 

EXPRESSED ADDITIONAL COJfCERN OF POSSIBILITY THAT SIXTH FLOOR MAY 

COLLAPSE DUE TO DETERIORATIOW AND WEAKENING OF CONCRE~CDMPOUN'JED 

I 
l - ST. LOUIS 

D:p,rk 

;, \_ 1<) {)­
~ v 

·· •... / 

Sent Jt:. (.. 
r 

43~.RM Per p J/1'1 
*U.s.G£vernrnent Printing Dfflce: 1972 ~ 455-574 



FD·36 (Rev. 5-22·64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in--------:-:=-----:------:-.,...-----·-----; 
(Type in plaintext or code! 

Via---------
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

SL 52-4856 

PAGE TWO 

BY THE COLLAPSE OF THE EKTIRE CENTER PORTION OF THE ROOF ONTO THE 

SIXTH FLOOR. IF SIXTH FLOOR GIVES WAY, THIS COULD BRING SllOLDER­

IWG .llATBRIAL OMTO FIFTH FLOOR, CREATING ADDITIONAL FIRE HAZARD. 

THERE IS GEDRAL OPTIMISM REGARDING ARCHIVES ON REMAINING 

FLOORS OF BUILDING WHERE RECORDS SUFFERED SOllE WATER DAMAGE, THE 

EXTENT OF WRICH CANBOT YET BE DETERllIDD. GEOLOGISTS AllD BUILDING 

ENGillEEBS UllAilf AT THI SCENE, BUT IMDICATE THE BUILDING IS NOT 

SAFE TO ENTER YET TO DETBRllID EXTBHT OF DAMAGE TO STRUCTURE AND 

ARCHIVES AlfD llAY BE SEVERAL DAYS 'BEl'ORE SUCH A SURVEY MAY BE MADE. 

CONTI.NUOUS LIAISON IS BEING llAIMTAIMED WITH FIRE OFFICIALS 

AND BNGIDERS, AMD THE BUREAU WILL BE APPRAISED OF FURTHER DE­

VELOPllE.NTS • END. 

Approved: ---------- Sent ______ M Per------
Special Agent in Charge *U.S.Government Pr!ntin.g Office: 1972 - 455-574 



FBI 

Date: 7 /13/73 

Transmit the following in _..:...P=LA==IN::._:T=-:E=X::..:T=---==--:-----c;---:-----;--;----------r 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

\ 
I 

Via_T_E_L_E_T_YP_E __ ~~ -~-~~UR~G=E=N~T-----:-::-:-:-.-------~-tl 
(Priority) l 

-------------------------------------------------L------- -

O? 

TO • • 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR 

KANSAS CITY 

ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 

7/12/73. DGP - PCXSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS. 

RE ST. LOUIS TEL 7/12/73. 

FIRE CONTINUES ON 6TH FLOOR OF RECORDS CENTER BUILDING AND 

FIRE APPARATUS CONTINUES TO POUR WATER INTO BUILDING THROUGH 

WINDOWS AND ROOF WHICH HAS PARTIALLY CAVED IN. AFTER SEVERAL 

ATTEMPTS MADE BY FIRE FIGHTERS TO GET TO THE CENTER OF THE 6TH 

FLOOR TO CONCENTRATE FLOW OF WATER IN THAT PORTION WHERE FIRE 

IS MORE INTENSE, FIRE FIGHTERS WERE SUCCESSFUL IN GAINING ENTRY 

INTO CENTER OF 6TH FLOOR AND WERE DIRECTING FLOW OF WATER IN ALL 

DIRECTIONS FROM CENTER OF THE FLOOR. AFTER SHORT PERIOD OF TIME, 

FIRE FIGHTERS WERE FORCED TO WITHDRAW FROM 6TH FLOOR AREA DUE TO 

DANGER OF COLLAPSE. FIRE CHIEF HAS EXPRESSED OPINION THAT AS 

BUILDING COOLS, A STRONG POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT ROOF PORTION OF 

THE BUILDING WILL COLLAPSE. IT APPEARS THAT PROBABLY SOME TIME 

DURING THIS COMING WEEKEND HEAT AND SMOKE WILL HAVE REDU.CEDL TR / , jt) 
f;"~- /,) 5ct/ 

Louis ·J [ , .. _.,.. 

Approved: ----1j/"""'.,....,J,,b_+ .. -· . ---­
Speci;Ji):fett in Charge 

,};/ ',Jk,)1 '.[.c,'' ,T'/?~ 
sent )~/111' 4 · { 1 · M Per ~;uxr~ · 

-------~- . I' 
U. 'S. G OV£RNME.N1 PR\NT\NG O l"V\C£ ·. \ Y n -~13- l 35 



F B 1 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ____________________ ___, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via--------
(Priority) I 

·------------------------------------------------L------- -
SL 52-4856 

PAGE TWO 

THE POINT WHERE ENGINEERING PERSONNEL WILL BE ABLE TO ENTER 

VARIOUS FLOORS IN THE BUILDING AND MAKE A DETERMINATION AS TO 

WHETHER OR NOT OTHER PERSONNEL CAN ENTER BUILDING AND ASSESS DAMAGE 

TO RECORDS UNDER SAFE CONDITIONS. 

FBI LABORATORY EXAMINERs ... l __________ I, AND ... I ___ ... 
------'DEPARTED ST. LOUIS FOR RETURN TO WASHINGTON A. M. OF 

7/13/73. 

BUILDING ENGINEERS RELATE THAT THE CONCRETE WHICH MAKES UP 

THE FLOORING WILL CRYSTALLIZE UNDER PROLONGED HEAT AND WILL 

PROBABLY LOSE ITS --- STRENGTH AND THIS CONDITION HAS ALSO 

CAUSED GREAT CONCERN AS TO WHETHER THE FLOORS WILL CONTINUE TO 

HOLD OR WHETHER THEY WILL COLLAPSE. AS SOON AS ENTRY CAN BE 

MADE INTO BUILDING UNDER SAFE CONDITIONS, FBI SPACE AT THE RECORDS 

CENTER WILL BE ENTERED AND ALL CORRESPONDENCE REAATING TO FBI 

RECORD CHECKS WILL BE RftRIEVED AS WELL AS ANY OTHER PROPERTY 

BELONGING TO THE BUREAU. THERE ARE NO MANUALS OR HIGHLY SENSITIVE 

MATERIAL IN THE OFFICE SPACE. BUILDING CONTINUES UNDER FULL SECURI Y. 

ALTHOUGH NO ASSESSMENT BAS BEEN MADE FROM A VISUAL OBSERVATION 

OF THE INTERIOR DAMAGE TO RECORDS, IT WOULD APPEAR AT THIS POINT 

Sent ______ M Per------
Special Agent in Charge trU.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 - 455. 574 



FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ---------;-;;;-----:--,~:--:--::--::-:--:;u--------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via----------
(Priority) I 

-------------------------------------------------L------- -

SL 52-4856 

PAGE THREE 

THAT THE CHECKING OF MILITARY RECORDS WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR 

A SUBSTANTIALLY LONG PERIOD OF TIME AND IT IS ALSO QUITE POSSIBLE 

THAT WE MAY NEVER BE ABLE TO CHECK MILITARY RECORDS IN THE FtmURE .. 

THE BUREAU WILL CONTINUE TO BE APPRISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. P 

END 

Approved: ------------ Sent ______ M Per 

Special Agent in Chargf; '7U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 - 455-574 



f!.~\-\ DIRE:CTOR 

J(AMSAS CITY 

• 

·'·'. F"~0'.'1 ST. LOUIS C52-4P>56) P 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERS0NNEL RFCORDS C~NTFR - MILITARY CNPRC-M), 

7/12/73; DGP - POSSIBLE: /:1RSON COO: ST. LOUIS) 

R E SL T ~L 7I1 4 I 7 3 • 

FIRE MARSHALi ~VERLAND COMMUNITY FIR~ PROTECTION 

DISTRICT, ADVISES 6TH FLOOR OF ~ECORD CENTER STILL EXTR~MELY HOT 

WITH FIRE SMOLDERING IN AREA BENEATH COLLAPSED 100P AND INSIOF METAL· 

FILE CABINETS. ONE FIREM.t\N OVEHC0~·1E BY SMOKF. l\~·JD H~AT. DUE TO GRAV!=" 

DOUBTS RE STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY OF' ENTIRE BUILDING ,?\ND POSSIBILITY 

OF FURTHER COLLAPSE OF ETH ANry POSSIBLY 5TH FLOOR~ AS COOLI~G PRO-

CEEDS, ONLY FIREFIGHTING P~RSO~·JNEL BEING PEPMITTET) TO ENTER BUILDING 

AND EXAMINATION OF FIRE SCENE NOT POSSIBLE. Fr2i;: MARSHAL-'---­

ADVISES SAFE . ACCESS CANNOT BF GAINED PRIOR TO 12:00 NOON 7/16/73 AT 

WHICH TIME STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS HOPED TO BE COMPLETE. 

-----'GSA OFFICIAL COORDINATING SALVAGE AND CLEANUP, ADIJISF.D 

ON 7/15/73 THAT ENGINEF.RING TEAMS PRESENTLY EVALUATING .STRUCTURAL 

ENTEGRITY HOWEVER NO CONCLUSION REACHED.oADVISED THAT BUILDING 

FROM 6TH FLOOR TO Nl'.'.'.AR GROUND LFVC:L, OUT OF' PLUMB MJO 

OF BALANCE OF BUILDING IN DOUBT._5);'P'JS~-/l 
~EARCHm · ~ . . -

~-



• • 
FBI 

Date: 

.. 
. {' 

PAGE Two 

SL (52-4856) 

PERMITS,oPLANS TO RP10V~ BUILDING COMTPITS FOR P.ITH~R CLF.ANIJP 

OR CO NDEMNATION OF B!.JILDING.CJADVI SFS THAT c;TEFL R'!: I NFORCING 

RODS IN MAI~ SUPPORTI~G COL UMNS AR~ INT FRCONNECTEn AND EXTREME 

HEAT GENERATED ON 6 TH FLOOR TRANSMITT ED TO RE~A I NDE~ OF 9 UILDING. 

APPRAISAL OF CHI~F FinE PERSONIEL, THAY FIR E SM OLDERED SEVERAL ~OURS 

PRIOR TO FULL BREAKOUT, NOT CONISISTENT WITH REPORT~ OF CUSTODIAL ANO 

PROTECTIVE PERSONNEL VJ HO CLAI M INSPECT !ON REVEAL El) NO FI RF: 0 N 6TH 

FLOOR AREA ONE HOUR BEFOR~ FinE DISCOV~R ED. 

sr. LOUIS CONTINUING LIA SION WITH FIRE OFFICIAL~ AND WILL ADVISE 

OF FURTHER DEVELO PME NTS. 

END. 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

Of'TIONAI. PORM NO. 10 
MAY 1• 1:DN'ION 
GSA "'MR (It CP'R) 101-11.I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
ASAC DATE: 7-13-73 

info concerning the Fire at MPRC 

stated that it was he who turned in the alara in the fire at 
b 7C 

NPRC and if we wished to talk to bia, be can be reached at this no • 

..._ ___ _...lbefore 2 pm at this tiae he will be leaving for work at Carter 

Carburetor Co., 2840 N. spring. ___ _.I resides at: _I _______ I in 

vxj 

B#1 U.S. SMJin1s Bonds Re111latl'Y on the Pti.Yroll StitJi.nn Pla.n 

b '7 ( ' I 
I '-' 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote o l tronsu •ption 7 /13/73 

Missouri, te ephone..._"""'T"~.,.... ...... was advised of t e 
identitJ of the i ng Agent and of the nature 
ot the interview. provided the following 
infonaation: 

L----rl,,l&,l;l,&;l, .... ""I that be is 911Ployed by carter 
carburetor aa a 2840 Korth Spring, Overland, 
Missouri. Be r on the night of July 11, 1973, 
at 12:07 All. stated that he was proceeding north 
on Dielaan and was approaching the railroad crossing 
when he spotted a fire on the top floor of fhe record 
center located at 4700 Page Avenue. I _stated that 
be estiaated the tiae that he saw the fire to be 12:12 All 
and he proceeded 1-ediately to the sicnritv office of the 
record center and reported the saae. _ ladvised 
that when he noticed tQthe f laaes were from ten 
to 12 feet in height. provided the attached 
diagram of the building w a notation as to where 
he saw the tlaaes coaing from. 

I hdvised that he did not see any unu•ual 
or fast-moving ve'hiclea oaoD1elaan or Page on the 
evening of July 11, 1973. further advi•ed that 
fro11 the intensity of the aaes e felt that tbe fire 
bad been started at least one-half hour previoualy. 

b7 C 

The following is a description of~,~~~~~~~--

Race: 
Sex: 
Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Social security 
account nuaber: 

----·- ---- ·----

Caucasian 

o. 

a l 
_St_ . _Lo_u_i_s__,,.___ll_i_s_s_o_u_r_i ___ Fde # SL 52-4856 - / J 

by ___ SA-._I _______ ~·~- 7/13/73 Ouh~ riicta le d _-'------'----- --,.·---

l hi'io do cu ment co n1o ios n e ~ther re(O !Tl m ~n dtl tin n s nor conclus i o ns .Ji t h f' ;: Bl. II . ~ th~ pr o p er ty o f the FB I a nd is lo~ ned to youf :::lgenc.y; 



© . .f ..,okc jJo(J/J/"'1 'fA,,.., 
Ut loc _.:f..;-o..J ~'-hv ... , ----,"'1>f.'~d '(;At 

~) __ gf,~,e,~ ..{;~~ -lo c;i..~,/ A-rf. ff..rs pQ.1vf 



= 

f' D l O) ill_fV 1 1-'27- 70) -
FEDERAL BUREAU OF JNVESTIGATJON 

•n•::t,aent 
_""""!!" __ -----! _ _..""!"!I liiasou.ri, telepfaone DuaMr IJraa 

advi-d of tile identity of t"9 tnb•rvtewing Agent and b'?C 
tbe nature of the intervieY. L JDrovided tbe 

:l>llowinc iaforaation: 

_____ l.tated that •Ile is ... 101ed bJ the U.S. 
Al'llJ, Office of the Adjutaat General, Pablicatioaa 
Bpildtac. located at 1655 Woodaon Road, •• aJ I 

I I 8lae worU tlut •hf:ft beci-111& at 11 :15 Pl and 
end1q at 7:45 Oo [did work oa 'ledae••1 night, 
or besiAaiJIC ou Jul1 11 aad eadi .. oa JulJ 11, 1973. 

I lad•i••d tbat &be was in her ottice 
aad received a c• 1 fl'Oll .....,,..._ ................................................................................................. ___. 
wlao work& tJaa •v••inc ahift and no had juet departed 
the area. I )adviaed her that the record center 
buildiBC was on fire and that be waa notifying aecurity 
para. 

· I acc011Panied by a co-worker, I I 
I oent•r bu11dl~;8!::o!or:':1!':81~.~!!:1::.t:o!'l9 recerd 
I boticed LDJ uaa1111al YeJlicl••• i .. t-110vi11g vehicles 
or ..,. other oirc11118taace tllat would bave caught their 
attention. She advi•ed that since llhe did not work 
in tile record center buildillc that the people standing 
on tile parkinc lot near the record center wben she 
arriYed all looked atrange to her • 

..._ .............................................................. 11• deacrilled aa follows: 

Race: 
Sez: 
Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Social aecuri ty 
account n.uaber: 

l _____ l »iuouri 
I I 
caucaaian ,_1. 

b7C 

Autoaobile driv8JI. 
oa night of July 
11, 1973: 

I 1 
~1'7i OldiiOSile 98, nav~ blue, 
recistered to _1 ........................... J 

7/13/73 
lPte. r v~ewed on _______ _ 

St. Lou1•, •taeouri SL 52-4856 - / ;./ 
at _ ____ ________ Fde #----~----- _ 

7/13/73 
Oule d 1cla te d ___ ~-~-----·-·-

This d o ci.Jment conta;ns neither recom m endatwns n or c:.o n du s.io ns ol the FS i. Ith the pr o p~r~y .:J f the F BI a nd 1.s lo aned to you r ogenc.y; 

it and l!s co ntents are not to be distributed o u tside you r 09~nq1. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dole o f lron sP 1pl i o n 7/U/73 

Mim•ouri, t•l•pben• ...... r ... a • 
--o""'lf!!""""'!t""!!'b-•--.~-.""'!tl ty of tbt i•tef•1•1•g Apnt and tbe a tur• 

of th• interiY99. I j>rov1cled tbe follGWiD& 1nfer-
•t1oai 

l•tatecl tbat he i• a part:-t1- or •-r­
tiae -•1.-,--........ -•"""lf.....,tb• Jlatio•l Jlar•-1 _ _... Geater, 
GIA--· Oen-tar, l._W at Wf~-;• •::r· Ba llepn 
•plo,..nt o• :; 11 :.,.: ,. •L__ _ __ •1141 laia 
•u...-.18or 1•1 mu ·- •1 r••i•ing 
fil• aall att:ai ag al wbea tile tile 1a rea41J to be 
c-pteri.Md. 

I latate41 tM't II• werm tile ••••l•& •bift 
wa.ich 1a lrem 4111 P••• to 11110 ~- •1• :·_ · work 
OD tlae •M•l•g of Ju}7 11, 1173. &dYiaM that bi• 
worll. 18 aec-•liala .. oa th• ..... floor of tb• record 
cemt•r building ••• tbat oa tb• eveaia& of JulJ 11, 1173, 
b• re11&iaed on tbe eecolld floor fro. 4:0S p.a. tbrougb 
12125 •·•· wttb tbe eJmeption of oae-laalf IMMlr frca 
8100 to 8:30 p.a. •lie• lae ... t t• tlae pa.rid.a& lot to bi.a 
aar to •t lunch. .. adv'-d tlaat lie - 110 aauual 
people ancl aotiaH ao ua..-1 acti•i.tJ oa tile ••••ill& of 
Jul1 11, 1913 •itber while h• ,... w1tb1a the record center 
buildinf pr when be ... OD tbe p&rkiag lot e&tiag bi8 
lunch. _ ~tated tbat ttae •••ning -• ••r1 c_.on 
to bia. 

I ~tatecl tbat • lleara no aiar.., ••• ao 
..o&e or :fire •atil b• waa 1•••1111 tlae •u11•1ng at 
approziaately 12:25 •·•· At thi• t1ae Ile &dYi_. tbat 
th• ... ond :fleer hall -. •-It¥ aDd that an •l•••tor caa• 
down frma tb• top tloora aact it wu tilled •itb -••· 

___________ l1a deHriW u followa: 

&ac•: 
8e:K: 
Date of birth: 

caueaaian 
llal• 

b ..., r-, 
! \.; 

7/12/73 St. Louia, •1 .. ouri 
Interviewed on _______ ~ o t -----~~-·-··· 

SL 51-'156 -/c..,_,--
Ft1e # ____ -----

SAi ~la D a le d .ctated _____ 7_/_13_._/_7_3 __ 
b y ___ _. _______ ~¥""'111- ----------

Thi ~ d o cumenl co nla ins neither reco mrn e nda ti or) S nor condu s •OO 'J v i t h~ 1='.f:H ii i'5 th€ properly oi the FBI and JS. loa ned to y ovr a gency: 



SL 52-1856 

Height: 
Weight: 
Bair: 
By•: 
Social Security 

Ruaber: 
Occupation: 

2 

I'll" 
160 pounda 
Brown 
Blue 

aoraally a etucleat at the 
Va1veraitJ of Ki .. ouri, 
Col•ltia to return in 
lept•ber, 1173 

b'?C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/13/73 

Missouri, telephone I lwas advised of tbe identity 
of the interv1ewi8' Aaent &Dd of the nature of the 
interview. [ ]provided the :tollowin1 in!o~tion: 

I ladviaed that ae is ::t1911d by thf 
National PeraoDDel Record• Center aa7 He 
began eaplo,...t on MaJ 1•, 1913. Ilea a part•ti .. or 
•-•r emplo1ee. His aupervi•or ia I land he 

ped to tlae.eveniq allift, 4:00 N to Ia:3o Jll.· 
•tated tbat he did work oa tlti9 •iPt o:f .ru11 11, 

, on tile firet floor of tile ncorcla center building. 
At no ttae did Jae IO to an1 otller floors of this building 
and left the building at oaly oae tiae, 8:00 to 8:30 PK 
tor luacJa, until 12:10 PJI wken he went to the second floor 
to obtain bia workboz • 

.._~~-'advised that he noted nothiag unusual 
and saw no an employees in or around th• record cellter b7C 
on the aisht of 3uly 11, 1973. Be advised that he was 
not aware of any left-wing or ailitaat-type individuals 
employed by tbe record center. 

r ~dvised tbat prior to leaving, at 
approxiaately 12:'1.o Pll, he waa aceo11paaiecl bJ aaother 
clerk to the second floor of this bu.ilding wbere be 
norm.ally worked, to rick 11p )ai• workbos: and return it 
to the firet floor. _ ~dviaed that when he 1ra• 
leaving the second floor tbe hall seeaed saoir.y and that 
an elevator which had coae down froa a floor above the 
seco~ floor stopped on this floor and wben tbe doors 
opened it was filled with .. oke.I iadvieed tllat he 
did not know that there wae a fir• until the tiae be was 
leaving the area at appros:illately 13i25 Pll. 

7/13/73 
lole rvHe:wed o n ____ ~ 

The followill8 is a description of~,~~~~~-

Race: 
hx: 

Caueaaian 
llale 

at .. St. Louia_..:.,_._i_•~so_u_r~i ___ F i(e # SL 52-4156 . /{, 

_ ..1._ .. ...... .... .- n.,-,f rnn <:. tus. ~o n'> ._) j :h~ CB l_ It i~ ~ti.~ pr ope r ~)' of ~he FSI 0 1Jd is \oa ned to yo ur tig c nc.y ; 



SL 52-4856 

Date Of birth: 
Be1a1at: 
Weiaht: 
Bair: 
B)'ea: 
Social aeourity 
account nuaber: 

:lduoatioa: 

Automobile: 

2 

5i7n 
153 
Brown 
Blue 

b7C 

Stucteat, It. Lout• Univereity, 
lll&joriJIC 1A P•JclloloeJ 1973 Balck Ceatury, white over 
·~"' 1 r: 74 lliuouri lic ... e I -

I 
I 
l 
\ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
r 

\ 
I 

l 
I 

I 
\ 

I 
i 
I 
i 
! 
l 
I 
j 
I 

I 
I 
I 
! 
\ 

I 



FEDERAL BURElt.U OF INVESTIGATION 

7/13/73 

-~~-~'--~------~~--_,...~~---..........-__,L I I liaaouri, 'telephone nuaoer I lwaa 
iiiterviewed at hi• r .. idence and •upp ... 1"""1-.-a-t"""b-•~follawing 
inf oration: 

ladvieed tbat h• baa been eaployed at 
the 111litar~y!!!!""""IPii'llP.!!!"!!!!!!"'!!•!!"'!!o!"!!!!n-!!!.ael Becorda C•ter located at 9700 Pac• 
Boulevard tor approzfptely. t~ rear•, Hi• principal 
duti•• are aal n _furtlaer advi•ed tbat 
on tbe ••niq of July 11, 197 be t•• yo:kiaJ a .t:OO P.ll. 
to 12:30 A.•. ahift. On that date_ ~ _adviaed that 
be ••• work1Ds oa th• aorth •id• o the th loor ~P 
110PPiD1 and b&ff ifc tu tloora Accoapanyins hill were two 
young •l .. naaed._ Jand r--;(lut n&a•• waJu1own). 
Tbeae two individual• were •••~ to work with hia and 
uaist Ilia in hi8 dutiea aa pa.rt o'(. • •nww•r Job prograa 
instituted at the Recorda Center. ~ ~tated that 
a•14• froa the two 15 ainute break• aacl tbe one-half hour 
lunch period. talEea durinc tbe courae ot tbe eveniac, be 

::: :::: lorking on th• 6th floor for the entire evenin1. I ________ a4vi••d that at no tiae did th• two younc aen 
i O Work With hill ever leave hia &iaht. r 

could not recall m)"tlalng u.nu•ual tran•pirlng durJ:l-n!!""'g'!'!"""'!t""'hl!!"!e--­
course of the eveniq and tbat up until the tiae he had 
aigpad P"t at 12:30 A.K., it bad been juat an average day. 

__________ Jturther advised that tbe only other people he 
ob•erved on the aortb •f de at the 6th floor where be was 
working was a u.n naaed_ I (laet D&•• unknown) wboae 
job it waa to walk tbrou1b the buildinl and 1D8pect for 
irregularit188 •uch as fana left on that ahouldn't bave 
been on, lights on, etc. 

I ladviaed that at approzimatel;y 12:30 A.II. 
he was aigning out on the l•t floor and was waiting for th• 
guard to open th• door ao he could leave the building. At 
that tiae be waa 1D tbe company of aeveral other cuatodiana, 
all of •ho• were unaware of •DJ fire tut aieht baf ~ been 
go11'11 in the building at that tiae. At tlli• tiae, ------­
stated, be was told bJ a aupervieor to reaain tb•r• for a 

b7C 

7/12/73 St. Louia, llieaouri SL 52-4856 - I 7 
lntetviewed on __ ~----- crl File# 

lat Q~_I __ _ 7/13/73 
by_~------·-------- Do;e dic\oted 

• - - .... ... ~ _,....,.,,.,t"tini: neither re<:.orrrmendatrons nor .conduswns vl th e FB~. l! i~ 'he proper;y o f >he FBI and is loaned to your agency; 



SL 52-4856 
PG:kmt 

while due to the report of a fire in the building and 
that his services aigbt be needed in a sun•qn•n: 
cleaning up operation. Shortly thereafter 
stated that he waa told to leave the build ng an 10 
home :nd that there was nothin1 further be could do. 

latated that while driving out of the Records 
....,.c~unn"t~u~~e~u~~plex, b• ob•erved several fire engine• speeding 

tottard the Center and it was at that tiae that he first 
realized the aeriou••••• of the fire. 

r ~tated that be baa DO idea bow the 
fire coul~ have atar~ed nor could he au11eet any particular 
person who aight be responaible for startlllS such a tire. 

--~~~~~'is described as follows: 

Race 
Bex 
Height 
••i1llt 
Date of Birth 
Bair 
BJ•• 
Social Security 
Account Nuaber 

2 

Negro 
ll&l• 
5'8" 
170 pounds 

Gray 
Brown 

b'?C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

J!;ly 13, 1973 
Do'.e oJ ~ran sc r ;p t ion _______ _ 

Missouri, e ep one emp oyee, 
Military Personnel R~e-c_o_r __ s __ C'!!!!""'"e-n~t-e-r---1~MP~R~C!!!!"I!"'-, 9700 Page 
Boulevard, Overland, Missouri, advised as follows 
concerning his knowledge of the fire that occurred at 
MPRC on July 12, 1973: 

I ~dvised that he is a ~•mer employee 
at the MPRC and his supervisor isl I He 
stated that he signed in for work at 3:45 .M. on 
July 11, 1973, and signed out at 12:30 A.M. on July 12, 

1973. 

I !advised th&t he worked on the north 
side of tfie s1xtfi f-oor from approximately 4;1: :·M; :o 
11;30 P.M. as a mopper and buffer withl I 

I I aid I I n m p 
the hallway. 

He stated that he and persons working with him 
left the sixth floor at 11:30 P.M. to put their equipment 
away on tbe first floor. 

I I advised that when he signed out at 
12: 30 A .M .... --6-e __ s_m_e ... l"""'i,..ed smoke as he walked by :he eleyat<lrs 
on the way tg the d0 Qr. He advised thatr _ J 

.._---!"--~~---------1!""!"'"-----l walked up to he ana ..... -o.t __ e_r __ m_e __ n __ ...... 
standing near the front door and asked them to stay to help 
find the fire and put it out. 

~dvised that he,I I and a man last 
namd~------...,,_t_o_o_k __ a_n..Jelevator to the fifth floor but there 
was too much smoke and they returned to tbe first floor and 
departed the building. 

He advised that he walked around the south 
side of the building where a fire t~uak had just ariived 
and he<Duld see flames coming out of what he thought 

b7C 

was a fifth floor window, which seemed to be centered around 
an electrical fan. 

----- ----- ··--- -----·· 

:~·'""""' "~~ 11f12/73 _,, pagedale, Missouri '"• , _s_L _ _ 5_2-4856._-_IS'_ 

Al....,..._ _______ ~NC: pd!' ____ Da l e di<!alec1~--7-/_1_3_/_7_3 __ 

====>I 

Thi !. d v~l ... nen1 ~onlu i n !i neithe1 • e .. umm~ nd a t1 ~> 1 1 ~ ;·, or -._u n i: :,,__ ,,_,."" .::. : : h"' Fn:. ll ;::. Jh .; prv p~ I : ) of the FB I a nd is loaned to you r age nc.y; 

it and i i ~ contents art: n o l to b e di str ib uted 'J Uf~~d e you 1 -19en cy 



SL 52-4856 

~dvised that he does not kllow how 
the fire -.-t.-r-t-.-a ...... a-n"""'d has no knowlectse of anyone wbo 
aay do·sueb a tbiag. He stated that when he left the 
aiztb floor at 11:30 P.M. there was no •lSlt of a fire. 

The following is a description of I 
-----.....J============!.--.... 

a ace 
Sex 
Date, place 
••ilht 
'f•i1ht 

of birth 

Heiro 
Male b7C 

.._...._ .... ---------~' MiSS0\11 1 1 I'' 

Bair ., .. 
Addre•• 

Occupation 
Autoaobile 

2 

145 
Black 
Brown 
7123 Bl Toro, Pagedale, 

Mi•aouri 
Student, Roraandy High 
1967 Chevrolet Iaptl•. 

School 
blue. 

Missouri licen••I ------



•I~ 

F£D(RAL BU REAU OF INVESTIG.ldlON 

J•.1 .. ,-. . -1l!_Vri ____ _ 

I I w 1at•r1"1....-.:i at 
lli• re•icla_;tt0_•_• ~.!!!!P"'"---.. --adY"""'!!""""'!!ia..t----ot ......... ..__......,..1.._,,Uri .. J.pau' 
id9atit1 .. aatl ta. aatare ot tM 1..-t!pti.oa. 

___ I U.t...-4 a.. ia ~ a, Q&A wtta t• 
M&iat•••- Joatoe. • ,... t• ,.....k ....... 3sM N Mell 
day at ta. .. tl ... l P••••sl R11•4ls ~ "'ICC)• JIU 
j~ o-1n• _, r1•101JIC tM ..._. .w ,._ta. tN.tl•l•• 
.. .-rM oa all •u fl...a. .. .1-1.7 u. 1171, Ille •ra-1 
hi.a replar so...-1 .... at lltM Al, a. ._ • i .. flra't 
fl~r. • waa tlMr• wtta ".._. mr1Drrr• .i tu •la't•••• 
Pore• • iaa1aa 9\lt at tt1e ~ .-.t 1-. .. •ti_. tai&'t t• au&rd. -. aot ~··"· •-n a 1a 'tM er .... aai• taat t• pU' ~ , ... ou•11• " 1--ttpl• a :fl.re. .l ,.,. 

I _alMI foar er fi•• .. ._.. ... let•• te p 
e1sut~ pffer ''·ro il_ _Jn..,11vi...r 1-u..t .. 

up 01lM elnat.ere to tM tifta fl._ ...a tl'J 't• tut 1;1M 
fir• 09t:. I ~&ad I I~.- .. of ...... ,,._ •i..&•~· 
to ~M littll tleor. n.a tM .._. w ._,...,., ,..__ 
or1"41 'tlM -11• .. 11e1 .. ao ...,. tW yea 04Mll4 -..1, ... 
two t .. t iJl troat et ya.u faee. ni..r ol-.4 tc..t 

.lJli!....ll...-ahr .... -t 'b&ok t• u.. tint flNrr. ... 
L__jffe& a -11 fr.1-lrt •lnalN' ~ lip " 
flON', Mi't ii.. -·- .... J•t .. llilMI ......... it .. ,,.... ta.: travel-4 to t)la titt• tl..,. .. •• la.rp elrnt.er. 

I Jatated tM.t i.a waa ea tlla tif•ll :t leeir at .,,r .. i•t•ly 
rui o ~ alMI • ..._ ,.... .o-t .... a -11 .., ...... _ I 
ataie4 M 94 ao 1a1~tiea 'k 1.M1-'4 tMt ••••• 
•icllt b4t r•~11tl• tor -'*'1-1 'Illa tln. .. •pNQl.at .. 
t•t it .... .-11117 &a acoi-.t oa•M ~ .,.. .. fr- tll9 
.1 .. trieal llw •.rYioiJlii t91 larp _..,.. fw lo.at .. 
at tlM •ads of tae •11-.,.. 9f eaoll floor. 

Ta. followill& <M9cri•t1Y• 41ata waa o&taiae4 frCllll 
iDterYiew: .... .... 

ha 
Date Of Diri.k 

- -3"12/73 _ 

'" ', ., .. •r-.-

&po 
llal• 

- _I ___ _ 

1· • ' 

b 7C 



SL 52-4856 

U.i&ht 
lfel&Ja't 
a.1r .,. .. 
Military ••rvic• 
Social SHurity 
Aocoaat .... ber 

T•l•.-0•• auaber 

2 

5 '6" 
175.pouads 
SMl-t &Dd grey 
aron 
u. s • .&.ra1 , 19'2-•s 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVEST\GATION 

Dote of tratlscript~on July 13, 1973 

Missouri, telephon Military 
Personnel Records Center llPRC , 7 O Page, Overland, 
Missouri, advised as follows concernin1 hi• knowledge 
of the fire that occurred on July 12, 1973, at JIPBC: 

r----1..dvised that he is a &Ullller eaployee along witt-wpprbxiaately ts - :o o;h•r young people 
under the supervision of ~honetic) ~ 
special project for the C viierv ce COIUli•sion. 
advised that he checked in at 3:30 P.M,, July 11, 1 73, 
and signed out at 12:30 A.M., July 12, 1973. 

r----1..dvised that he works on the second floor 
and only ~it to go to lunch on tne fifth floor. 

r-----ldvised tnat at approxiaately 12:10 A.M. 
he left ~t floor to return files that he bad 
been working on and approxiaatelY. 12;20 A.M. returned 
to t~e second floor to sign out. I ldvised on his 
return to the second floor he could sae 1 ._oke on the 
stairs. He stated that at 12:10 A.M. when he was on the 
stairway he did not saell smoke. 

r----ladvised that he does not know of anyone 
who would~started the fire at MPRC and has no knowledge 
as to how it was started. 

The follo'*1g is a description ofl 
Name 
Race 
Sex 
Date, place 
Height 
Weight 
Bair 
Eyes 
Address 

of birth 

JNC:pdp 

I 

130-140 
Bmwn Be: 
ISOUII 

7 /13/73 

b7C 

by Do te dictated __________ _ 

This document contains neither rec:ommeridations nor conclusions of the FB~ It is the prope(ly oi the FBI ond i:a looned to yovr agency; 

it ond ns c:o11lenls ore not to be d-1stributed oulsjde yovr agenc.y. 

b7C 



SL 52-4856 

Occupation 

Automobile 

2 

Student, Oklahoma University, 
Norman, Oklahoma 

1971 Rambler Ambasrador 
Missouri license ____ __. 

b7C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

lliaaouri, telepMM -•r I l w aaYeill of tile 
141entitJ ef ~*'•'-1a1 •-t ... tM Mt.'e •1 tb• 
iateryi ... L.............J...-.~ t~ te11-W1•~ iaf~tiom: 

r J•tatM tllat H ia a • rr-tt• •plaJM 
at t• .Mil'ii ~tes- .... :1.a ........ • a I I 
.. la a •t.._t at t• .. 1...-.tt7 et •'l•-.rl la 0.1-ltia, 
.. j•riaa 1• ... , .... A .. i•iatratiea ... •111 tte a ... b .. •r• 
•~ be returM to .. ~1 la 8eltte..._, 1973. 

I I jelt •••iata •1 cbeeklq ti1- •• attaebiag 
a laHl to ... tM r•• .......... ~. .U • ._.,Yiaer 
ia werlm •• t ... •••••• floer •f tbe r•••• oeater "1141111& •e4 '" _. ... t~ .,..., .. •laYt, 
•roe •·•· to 121•0 a.a. I 1.-taM t•t M ti• .. rk 
•n J•lJ 11, 19'1J. 

I lani.8941 taat M rwi_. •• tee ....... fleer 
tr .. a~t.q •i•t p.a. t ....... U:la •·•· - .. t fer 
tH pdi .. 1180 •••• to a:M •.a· WMa ...... t te tM :f iftb 
fleer .... k -.z. fer lwll. [ letai .. tut ll• - no uw ••leJ._ Gl" ••1 •••lai- 1-kl•& .-..i. ... tMr• were ao 
ua-1 ee•ua•• •• tia. .. •i•c l•lJ 11, lt7S. 

~i..I tMt -.. M ... t te tH fifth 
ti.er .. ~-1"' at liN •·•·• M ti4 aet -11 -• 
... 41141 Ht ... &BJ' :tiN. .. .. 1-eli tMt tlle firat t .. 
Ile a- tia.. w a 1:1..r9 ........ tMiel,J lliM a.a. wlltea 
aae ... l••in1 ta.. w.tltiaa t. ge a-. 

--~~~~~~~--'le t1morllle4 aa teli...: ..... : 
lezi 
.. te e1 .. irtll: 
.. ipti 
•lpti 
lairi 
... ial leeuri ty #i 

-- -- ·--- ·-- ·-- ~ ------------~---

1•11• 
lM , ...... be: 
I -

b 7 c: 

__.u__,IL.------..-J.,.t:~•h~--- ______ _ 1_.-o , e'.1.- · 1- 11 .- d __ . 7/1.3/13 ____ ____ ___ _ 
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Father: 

ilotber: 
•ployaent: 

--....... --~_.._..~~~__.IKiB8ouri 
National PeraoRnel Records 

Center, GSA Record Center; 
5/14/73 through preaeot 
(au.mer .. ployaent) 

fication Nuaber: 
Bllployee Identi- D 

2 

b7 C 



FEOERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

hu. .. ouri, na CCHltacted r•p.r•iag 
._t_,be_"""•""'a_t.,.i_o_na---t..l PerllODDe l lleCorda Cea ter {JQaC) , 
Boulevard on July 13, 1973 • 

taa. fir• at 
W700 Page 

._ ____ ladvi .. d be is .. ployed at the IPRC •• a 
file olerk on teaporary 'baai• for the awnter oaly. B• 
•tated that durin" bi.a aor.al cour .. ef dutJ, be wora on 
the tirat and second floor only. Be atated that .... tia•• 
be ri4em tb• elevator to tae titth tloor to utili&e_.t~h4-----
•naek lier, wt that be did not do that la.at Aigbt ... I_""'!""'!" __ _ 
stated that, in fa~nigbt, be only .. nt to the first 
and second floor. •ta ted that he arrived at work 
at 3;30 p.a., July , an4 left work at approximately 
1~:30 a.a., July 12, 1973. 

I latated that 119 did not notice anything 
unuaual I .. t night nor did be aotic• anything or any 
perao11 of a suapicioua nature. 

aatien: 
I kuroiaaetl tbe followine 8ackp'oulHI illfor-b

7
c 

Social 89Curi ty 
Muaber: 

:MPRC aaclg• 
Nuab9r: 

Telepboa• N-Ml": 
Bao•: --...... ~~t~.~------
S.z: llal• 
Height: 6' 
W•1iht: 160 pouncla 
Da t• ot birth: 
Bair: 
Kyes: 

Bl'a.a 
Basel 

Ob9ervatio~9_0_1 __ l_....,."P'!"'....-...1lbadg• reveal~ that it 
na a red badg•, butl ldid not know the •ignificance 
of the color. 

SL 52-4856 -' ·~ 
; ~I I ,_ 1 I~· '•"-" ..,. \ j •. • I 

7/12/73 &lliavill•, Mia8ouri 

7/13/73 
~. ·. 
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b 7C I ~dviaed that if he obtaina &DJ inforaation tbat aigbt &e helpful in solving this ca••, he would i.llllediately notify tb• Federal Bureau of I••••t1gat1on • 

• 

2 



FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 

7/13/73 

I 
---------l•1aaou1, t•l•pll•• •-•r I I waa 

ad•i .. d.of th• aatur• of t, 1at••11 .. aacl of tbe t••ntity 
of the iaterYi .. i•g Agent. _ _pro•i ... tb• foll .. ing 
inforaation: 

I latated tut •• 1• a I l-Pl•1•• at 
tb• xatloul ---·-1 ... or .. C.•t•, w ....... Center, 
loaatM at 9700 Jt.p A••n•. aYUT u~i_. tllat abe worka 
tbe •••ning •hift froa 4sOO p.a. through 12:38 •·•· aad that 
abe did work on July 11, 1973. 

II.ta ted tba t •h• 1• a I l9aplo1•• 
a .. igaed ~1.ztb f leor, ... t end, of tie &uildiag. 
Biil• •••18ed tbat •h• ... on the 11 .. r :rroa .taOO through 
lltOO p.a. Witb i hear (1130 t• 1&00) fer 111.DCla. J.t lliOO 
p.a. OD July 11, 1973, I I left tll• aixtb floor aad went 
to tbe •econd floor to join a friend of bera. 

I lad•ill•d tllat ah• noticed notbia1 unuaual 
on tb• evening ok JulJ 11, 1973 aad to ber knowl..,_, there 
••r• no unuual ••plo1e .. in lier ar• on tbat ••••1ag. Bb• 
adviaecl tba.t there are normally thr .. cuatod.ial .. p10,...a 
on th• aizth tloor on th• •••ning 1hitt, TJl .. •~r: h•r••lt, 

l(pboaetio), andl . bOW••er, 
-o-n-.-t ... bi--n-1-g-h_t_o_t_J_u .. ·..; 1 3 b•r• waa a aoppiia er• 

wbicb oo•tated of nd •• ... ••Pie,.• on 
th• floor alao, pbeaetic), wllo wu a .. 1g .. d the 
job of aepping a l th• corridor• in th• building. 

I latated that alae aetioed no .. eke aad ••• 
no tlaa• froa tbe fire at aa1 tille.111• ad•i .. d •lie did. not 
kaow there ft8 a fir• until approxiaat•lJ lli25 •·•· whea •ll• 
left th• buil41ag to go home tor tbe •••ning • 

._ ________ ~Ii.a d .. erilaed aa follow•: 

&ao•: ••ll'O 
ftM1e Bex: 

Bat• of birth: 
Plac• of birtll: l ~1aaour1 

b7C 

7/l•/73 St Y -uia ... --o---i File ,. BL 52-.f.856 -.,',( 3 
d • al ~.!!....L• Jw~·~-.... ·---&mm--.m&__,_____ ,,. -- - --~ tnte~viewe on_-'=-'-=-'--'--':..------ _ _ _ _ r 

by u_I -------· ~.•l• ------- Date d icta led __ -47J-J/L.11 ... 3a.J/'--4'J_µ,311-__ _ 

This document coriloins neither (t comm~ndations nor conclvs 1011';i of the ~Bl tt is the p ro perly of the FBI and ts loo~ed to your agency; 

it and it~ contents are not lo be d istributed outside fOuf ogenC)'. 



BL 52-4856 

Height: 5'2" 
Weight: 
Social Security .. --------.., 

Kuaber: I I 
133 pounda 

.. ploy•• Id•otifi-
ca tion •uaber: L . .._. ...... .--""!"'W _____ ~-

Jmployae11t: lafioaai Pir•o•n•l .Recorda 

2 

Center, Gil a.cord Oeater; 
&i yeara 

b7C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote of fronsu;p<ion 7 /13/73 

I lwas interviewed 
at his re!"!!•!!"!iP'!d!l"!•!!'!!a!!"!c!!"!e!!"'.-.... --""!!wu~-a!!"'!!dP.!v'!!"!!iP"!ls!!"!e!!"'!!d-ol!"!lf-tl!'lh!!"!•-iP"laPlt~erv iewiag Agents' 
identitie• and the aature of the iave•tiaatiDa. 

I lstated he waa eaployed .. a GSA llaintenance 
eaployee and bis been at the •atioaal Per•ouel Becordll 
Center (RPBC) •inc• 1955. Bia superviaor 18 r I 
He stated. bill job 18 to cl•n all tile atair• aad stairwells. 
On July 12, 19731 • arrived. at work at tlae KPBC at approx­
illately 3:10 Pll. Be did not actually start work until 
4:00 Pll. a. baadl•• the work on all six floor• and usually 
begins at tb• top and wor:U his •Y to tbe bottoa floor. 
He recalls f:l.nishins at approxillately 11:30 PM, at which b/C 
tiae he returned to the fifth floor, west end of tb.e buildi~. 
Be usually cbecks this area two or three tiaes in an evening 
since the aaiateaance force coagreaataa here on their breaks 
becauae tbe toqd en~ d•.ink ll&Cbinea are located here. At 
about 12:15 AK:Clreturned to the first floor and checked 
in bis equipaent.t 12:30 All, be signed out on the sign-out 
sheet provided at the guard station. Tbe guard was not 
present and a few ainutes later he heard everyone talking about saoke on tbe fifth floor. Shortly after that it was 
learned that the~ tire going on upstairs on the fifth 
or sixth floor. went outside and there he was able 
to observe f laae wiadOWB of tbe middle of the sixth 
floor. Be stated be had no idea wbo may have set the fire 
if it is a case of arson. Be has heard no one talk of 
attempting to destroy any of the records at the center. 

The following descriptive data was obtained from 
interview and observation: 

Naae 
Race 
Sex 
Date of birth 

Height 
Weight 
Physical characteristics 

Negro 

IL:~(~:-;-.-.~~~~hla~k~1~aL!!a 
142 pounds 
Short, greying 

mustache and 
hair, grey 
goatee 

---~--~-------------------~.b7C 

SL 52-4856 -.. 2¥ 

--·--····----··-----Date fa!ated 7/13/73 

Thi.,. doc1Jmenl conlciris nf!"iThe f reco mmendations nor conch.i~ ions oi the FBI. h Is th e pr-operty of the FBI and ls loaned to you f 09et1cy; 
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Build Thin 
Military service u. s. Aray Engineers, 

~~ent Missouri i1ceaaeo•orld ·~.!
1

' 
1943

-
45 

Telephone nuaber 

2 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote ol lro os u1 p l1on 7 /13/73 

~elephone number 
I Military P9rsonael Becorda Center 

....,..(i~PA_,c"")-,-9•70 .. o-i>ag---e-,-ov-.rland, Ktaaour1, advised as follows 
concernin& his Jmcnrledge ot the tire tbat occurred July 
12, 1973, at llPRC: 

r-----ladviaed tb&t he 1• a swuaer eaployee on a 
special ~tor tbe Civil Service Adlliniatration and 
his duties are to check tilesc.ioper naae• and numbers 
on ailitary dillcbarge files. advised that he arrived 
on 3:45 Pll~l, 1973, aad s g out at 12&30 All July 
12, 1973. advi•ed tbat be works on tbe second floor 
ot the llP8 , an tbat he only leaves the second tloor at 
6:00 o'clock and lO:oo Pll for breaks, and 8:00 Pll for dinner. 
Be stated tbat he aoaetilles goes to the tittb floor cafeteria 
to eat, but on July 11, 1973, he stayed on the second floor 
all night. 

b7C~ 

would 
as to 

SA 

tbat he does not know of anyone who ~advised 
have ed this fire at MPRC and has no knowledge 
bow it started. 

The following is a description o~ 
Name 
Race 
Sex 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Social Security Number 
Education 
Automobile 
Missouri license plate 

White 
Male 

I I 
~1-...---"!'!"'"~--IMiasouri 

s•11n 
170 pounds 
Brown 

1~::.nt, st. ILou1s 
1sse hJ11e Ca••ro 

I I 
University 

·-------~------------ -----~------

..,,....,..._ _ _ _ _ _ ___ ____ Do •e dic tote d _ _ 7L.o/._l..,3.,.,./._7,.__.3oc_..._~----

Th 1~ d o cument 
ontains n either re comn1end o ti ons 1\or co nclus 1l)no; o f ! ht" i:: s1 It i c;; th P nr nn~rh.r nl 'h"' ~ R I <"1 n rl ;,.. ~ .......... ~A 1~ .. ... . . . - ___ ... _ •. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/13/73 
Dote o ' 1, anscriptio o ____ ~--

I I 
h11aaour1, teleplloa• Halter I I wu iDterviewed --.-t ..... n-1-.~reaid•ac• aad auPJtlied tbe followins 1Dfor11&tlon: 

.__ __ ""!"'""_I laaa been 911plo1ecl at the •il:lt&rJ 
Per.ona•l ...... c-ter at 9700 Pal• 8oulevard for 
approzimat•lJ' .... 1ear1, I iadvlaed tllat be is 
•ployed tber• u .. I -----

OD Jul1 11, 1973,l _____ l•tatecl 1:t he .. ,. 
perforaiq a 4100 P.a. to 12130 A.•. •llif t. 
furtller atated tllat for tbe •atir• tour of dliy &e waa 
wor::g ta tile 4th floor perferaiac c•aeral cleaaiaa duties • 

...__.,. _____ Ja4via .. tlla t dar lac tlae coara• of tla• evealac lae 
not DO irreplaritl• or aa;rtlaiDC ua•ual tlat ll&d 
t:•;:~~ duriac th• •ie•t. At approziaat•lJ 12:30 A.M. 
____ il.dviaed ll• ••at to tile lat floor to •ica out &Del 

-.---l""""'l~ba• aot:lced -•i.lls fir• ... ta••. 
latated. tb&t IM llacl ao 1clea lloW tbe fire 

coulcl bav .. , ....... -tar-....... t-ii ..... aor aBJ' ••cc .. tioa of &llJOD• wboa be 
Jmowa wile 0 .. 1• ll&v• been r•PG•iltl• for aettiq the tire 
at the &111• .. C-ter • 

..._ _____ l1s deacribed •• follows: 

Race 
Su: 
Be is lat 
••icbt 
Bair 
BJ• 
Date of Birth 
Social security 
Accomat Rwaber 

R•gro . 
Male 
fi 17" 
170 pouad8 
Black 
Br•n 

b7C 

SL 51-4856 -~ G~ 7/12/73 
)nte r vtewed on ________ al 

8 t. Loui•, Jlia•our 1 _ _________ ___ File# _ ___ ____ _ 

Q~BAI l1mt 
by ___ _:__~~~~~~~~ _______ Da te dictated ______ ___ ~ 

7/13/73 

This do c u m ent c.ontoins neilke r r e commend otioos n o r co n c l u ~ 100 -; o j the FBI 11 i s the pr o perty o f the FBI a(ld i:s loaned lo you ...- 09enc y; 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/13/73 
Dote o f lr o n '.)( r1prion ___ ___ ~ 

......... ~ ......... -ii ..... t-er-v-1-.. -ea ....... at Ilia r••iclelac• aacl ••PPlzWG ••• 
followins infor-tioDr 

I J•vt•ecl tat la• Ila• beea 
at the K11ltar1 3 -•1 &ecor .. 
Pac• -1-v&J"d •:lace 11aJ of 117 . .-3....._....._ __ ~.....,. 
hie prlacipal dati .. were aa a ---~-...................... iiiiiiii_......,. 
OD t11 .. oa t9 lad floor ot tlae o ... lu. 
advS.ecl that OD Jal1 11, 1973 Ile wa• perfondq a 4:00 P.K. 
to 12:30 A.•. alaitt. TO tla• betlt ot laia recollectioa it 
waa a D.Or8al WU' of 411tJ. •• aotM • irr-lar11:1 .. nor 
aa1tla:l .. ua•aal U'-piriq duri.D.s th• cour•• of th• 
ev•:lac. b7 C 

At approz:lllat•lJ 11:30 A.KJ ~dvi.-cl 
tlaat be •ipecl out aacl at tlaat tia• .. ticiCI oaco.iq tire 
ena1a .. bat aclvi8M :;:-:1 tla•• wu a -11 tire •oa•­
wbere ill tla• ar•. l •tated. tllat wll11• driviaa out 
of th• COllPlez aad · ck at th• buildlac, be did 
notice flaa .. oa th• 6th floor. 

r latatecl tbat lae ba4 DO idea bow the 
fire coul~ iiv• •tarted nor c .. 1, ~ tllilak of aJaTOD• who 
could be r•pouible for at..._ ... a tire at th• Records 
Center. 

ft• followiag d.-.criptioa of .. I ................. ~a• obtalaed: 

Rac• 
aez 
Be;lsbt 
••f.cllt 
Bair --D& te of Bir th 
Booial 8ecur1 ty 

ACCCMlllt luaber 

Wlaite 
Mal• 
8' 
150 pouu 
Black 
Brown 

Inte r viewed o n 7/12/73 al W•bllter Grov•, 1u .•• our1 F ile .J _ S_L_5_1_-_48_6_6_-_o.:_" 7 

f-)~u_I ---~t 7/13/73 
bY-----------------------· Dale dic tciled _____ ~-----

Th i~ document co ntains neithe r recommendatio n.~ nor c o ndu~~o ns o f 1n e F B I. h is the o r ooerh o f the FBI ·and ~s loaned to vour aaenCV! 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote ol t 'on;cnphon_7~/_13~/_7_3 _ _ 

lli•ouri, tilip&Oae •• ., liii ai•iiii of tA 
i4entitJ~f terYi•aa lpat aad ta.. uture ot the 
interv1... pr••i ... tiae following latoraation: 

•tatH tllat lie :la al l-ploJM at 
th• Batioaal ~-1 _ _. .. C.ater, W _ _., Qln1;ttr. 
located 9700 J-.c• .&••••· Be 19 wta ... to tlle_ I 
•taff aa• Ml ... 1 .... tbe ta.k o1 cleaaiag .. 11 tr&J• 1a tb• 
corrl .. r• of all the fleer• of tlle ree ... d ceater buildiDg. 
BO'IA •tat" ti.at be wu oa all 11 .. r• at 1 ... t oH ti.a• 
iD tile ••••lag of Ju~ 11, 1973. .. a.av~ tbat be wu 
on tho •lztb fllor at approxiaat•lJ 10z41 p.a. aad at thi• 
tiJao II• notH ao ••••l people or ooeUl"&N••· Tia• only 
otJaer mrean be --r wbea lie m OD tbo •ixtb floor W&8 

I ~ anotb•rl l••Pl•J••· 
lladv1Mcl that lie clid not -•11 aa1 -• or 

... &DJ :rn.--..ma lae - oa tllO •ixtll f leor ... did not 
Jaaow there -. a fire uatil approsiaatolJ 12zl6 •·•·, when 
h• loft goinc bOllO. 

________ 1111 ._cribod u foll-; 

aaeei 
Sezz 
Date of btrtb: 
a.igbt: 
Weight: --· Bairl 
lootal Security 

•11aberi'<'. 
aaplOJH I•at1-

tica tion R•Mr i 

I* 
173 pounda 
arown 
Gr&J 

b 7C 

7/12/73 
Inte r vi ewed o n _ _ ____ ~ 

St. Loui•, K __ i•_o_ur_i ___ FHe # _8_L_5~2--i856 - 2 f 
"'--- -

7/13/73 b7C 
_,~.---·-··--- Delle dictated _______ _ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dale of lronscription __ 7_-_l..o.6-_7_c_3 __ 

--1 I --~~~~-!!IM"-!-1-s_s_o_u_r~i~,....~~-lt--a~s-u-mm~e-r~e-m~p~l-o_y_e_e~a~tl""""!!M~i~i ..... ltary 
Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page, Overland, Missouri, 
furnished the following information: 

r----larrived for work on July 11, 1973 at 
approxima~OO P.M. She worked the entire day on the 
second floor of the Military Records Center. Her only 
departure from the second floor area was at approximately 
8:00 P.M. when she took her lunch hour. At tt:iis time 
she went to the fifth floor of this building. She 
returned to the second floor. at ao;:o:jmately 8:30 P.M. I lhas been working as a' -:,_ __ .,J at the Records 
Center since May 14, 1973. vised that she 

a e Records Center at approximately 12:30 A.M. 
ould furnish no additional details regarding the 

this location and offered no suspects in this 
matter. 

The following description of LJwas 
taken from observation and interview: 

Name 
Address 

Telephone 
Social Security 

Number 
Hair 
Eyes 
Height 

Brown 
Grey 
5'10" 

Missou 

Weight ..-14...,.5..._ ______________ ~ 

Date of Birth ' I Place of Birth ~~~~~~~i~M-i~·s_s_o_u_r_.~ 
Government Jdentifi- ------

cation Number I I 
Position 
Supervisor 
Education ..... ~v·a~i~p~a~r~1~s~o--~c~o~1~1~e~g..._e, 

Valpariso, Indiana 
senior 

ri 

b7C 
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'"'""'"""' ·~ I "' . ~. • MJ I : s_s_~,~~----"'" • 7-16-73 

by ____ -:... ------------------~ Doled ocloled __________ _ 
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.";. ~ q; ::n I I I 2/-701 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7-16-73 
Date of tron s cr1pT~on ______ _ 

--~~~~~~Missouri, telephone number--...... ~~----=---~~'"""""'"~~~ 
employee at the Military P9rsonnel Recor s Center, 
Page, Overland, Missouri, furnished the following 
information regarding his activities on July 11, 1973: 

-..~~--~dvised he has been an employee at the 
Military Personnel Records Center for approximately eight 
years. He stated he would have his ei~ar anniversary 
on August 18, 1973. On July 11, 1973, L...__Jarrived at the 
Records Center at approximately 3:55 P.M. He sigm;I into the 
Records Center at 4:00 P.M. and immediately went to perform 
hisl I duties on the first floor of this building. 
He remained on the first floor of the building until approximately 
7:30 P.M. when he proceeded to the Snack Bar on tie fifth 
floor of the Records Center. He returned from the Snack 
Bar at approximately 8:00 P.M. and resumed his duties 
on the first floor. During his coffee break at 9:45 P.M. 
he went to the sixth floor of the Records Center to 

B
se with a fellowc::l by the name of 
ould not furnish ast name; howeve....,_......,~ 
orks on the skth loor of this building. 
that there were approximately 15 peopl .... ~o-.. .... .._~~~--

;~
xth floo; durirg this time. In addition to 

[ __ _at the Records Center and hi 
l ere a so on the sixth floor. He re~.._."1111'111..._""lll"l'l_..~-

ere were three youngsters on the sixth floor at this time; 
however, could not furnish the na~any other individuals 
on the sixth floor at this time. eft the sixth floor 
at approximately 10:00 P.M. He aga n returned to the first 
floor and remained ):;Jntil he concluded his working 
hours at 12:30 A.M. left through the east door of the 
building and initial y eard about the fire in the building 
while he was waiting to sign out.r----"lcould furnish no 
suspects in this fire. L...__J 

The following description ot~s taken from 
observation and interview: L...__J-

b7C 

Name 
Address I ~---------------~-..----............ lfirst fJ oar, I I Missouri -------·--------

St. Louis, Missouri 
~nterV"•ewed on __ ~-~-----Ral .. __ ___ ·--------Fi~e # ________ _ 

7-12-73 SL 52-4 8 56 - ._5'6 

7-16-73 
·----··~-·_Date diclat@d ___________ _ 

This doc ument contains ne~ther r ecomrnendori ons not co n c l v!. 1on 'S 0~ 1he FBI. H is the property ol tht! FBI o nd i.s looned to vov r oaencv: 



SL 52-4856 

Telephone number 
Race 
Sex 
Height 
Weight 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Hair 
Eyes 
Social Security 

Number 
Government 

Identification 
Number 

Education 

Employment 

2 

Negro 
Male 
5 1 5" 

\ .. "!!!

1

!"!11'

3

_

9

_.,. __ .. i Missis~ippi 
Black 
Brown 

Student, FGrest Park 
Community College, 
first semester 

custodial laborer for 

b7C 

General Services Adminis1mtion, 
at Military Personnel Records 
Center 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dole of lronscriplion __ 7_•_. _1_6-_7~3 __ 

.._ ____ p ... 1•o•y•1•1!"""111~ th• •111tar7 .. r••••l a.cord• CHter, 1181 
Page, OVerlaad, •1••our1, furnlabe41 tbe fell.-tag 
information regardin1 hi• aot1Yit1•• on July 11, 1971: 

I larriv .. at the Military Per90llnel 
Record• Ceatir at approailla~ely a1at •••.• ,d 1::~ the Record• Center at apprezi.ately llil• I~•. _ __ I 
apeat tb• entire day in •- lOU on the tirai "r 
of th• aecerda Ceater. &la oaly •.-rture froa the 
Recorda Center w.• for luach at anroaiaately 7 ;,.;uL..11...1..._.&lillf 
he returaed to th• aecor4a Ceater at 1:00 .... 
adv1-td be left the &eoona Ceahr Md · 

_.~111M111111.tL..C~lo with 
L.._.......-~-------..--~~~...-.....1on t .._~~ .... ~~~uring thi• 

and ~"""""'""'~_......---..a ... z.a.~11a11111-......... --------1--:-~furniah b7C 

in thi• .Lttif. 
~ould furniah no further iaforaation 

The following deacription otl~---------"-• taken from obaervation and iDterview: 

Haae 
Addreaa 

T•l•phone 
Race 
Sex 
Bei1ht 
fe1ght 
•tr 

• 
11•1• 
5'10" 
191 
Brown 

111 ... url 

7-1~-73 St. Tollna, 111 .. euri lnlerv lewed o n _ _ _ _ • _ ___ _ al _ _ ;;;;__ _ _:_ .. __ ~_:_-----File ~ SL U!-4856 :JI 
by _ _ _;;:S=.l"-',..l _________________ ~~_i.;~i;;.:8=-------- Do le dicloted _ ___:7_-_..:.1:;_6-_f_S;__ _ ___ _ 

Th is document contains n•ither recommendations nor conclu sioru of the f81. U is the property of the FBI 'ond is loan•d to your agency; 
;t and Hs contents are not to be distributed o utsid• vout aoencv 
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KY•• 
SOcial Security 
Kuaber 

Date of Birth 
Place of 8irth 
hple,.eat 

u. s. Gov•r1-9Dt 
Icleatlf ioation 
Ruaber 

2 

Ha .. 1 

II IMl··-c1lmlll 
Se~vioe. Atllaiuiatration, 
•llitary Jter90D .. l Record• 
c-t•r 



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7 /16/73 

Transmit the following in _.::...P.=LA=I::.:.N_T.::...E=XT:.::.=.._ _______ -.,--------------1 
(Type in plaintexl or code! 

via _T_E_I_...E_T_YP_E ___ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------ - -----------------L------- -

TO DIRECTOR 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 

7/12/73. DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. OO: ST. LOUIS 

RE ST. LOUIS TEL 7/15/73. 

U. S. ARMY RESEKVE CONTROL GROUP, WHICH OCCUPIES 3RD AND 

4TH FLOORS, NPRC-M, ADVISED INSTANT DATE OTHER ST. LOUIS SPACE 

HAS BEEN PROCURED IN WHICH TO CARRY OUT ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS 

AS OCCUPANCY OF RECORDS CENTER DOUBTFUL BEFORE A YEAR IF BUILDING 

IS NOT TOTALLY CONDEMNED. 

ENGINEERING COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED TO DETERMINE WHETHER 

BUILDING CAN BE SAFELY ENTERED AND ULTIMATELY SALVAGED, CONSISTING 

OF FEDERAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS, AND OTHER ENGINEERING PERSONNEL 

INDICATES 6TH FLOOR CAN ONLY BE ENTERED WITH GREAT RISK. SAFETY 

/ OF BALANCE OF BUILDING QUESTIONABLE; HOWEVER, WATER DAMAGE OF 

RECORDS ON REMAINING FLOORS APPEARS MINIMAL. 

ENGINEERING SURVEY HAS BEEN COMPLETED; HOWEVER, INFORMATION 

BEING SUBMITTED TO COMPUTER FOR FINAL ANALYSIS AS T~E,,~!~!::;>.~r~ 

BUILDING, RESULTS TO BE RETURNED BY 7/18/73. 

Louis 

,,/J.r_ . 
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FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in 
(Type in plaintext or code! 

Via--------- (Priority) I 

·------------------------------------------------L------- -

SL 52-4856 

PAGE TWO 

IN VIEW OF ABOVE NO EXTENSIVE EXAMINATION OF 6TH FLOOR 

CONDUCTED: HOWEVER, PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIONS BY FIRE AND 

ENGINEERING PERSONNEL DESCRIBED SCENE OF COMPLETE DEVASTATION 

ON 6TH FLOOR WITH ENTIRE ROOF COLLAPSED. 

FBI SBACE INTACT AND SECURE WITH NO WATER DAMAGE TO DOCUMENTS 

BUT MUCH WATER IN SPACE. ENTRY OF BUILDING BELOW 6TH FLOOR FOR OT R 

THAN EMERGENT REASONS NOT BEING PERMITTED PRIOR TO RECEIPT OF 

COMPUTER ANALYSIS. P 

END 



FD-35 O (Rev. 7-16-6 3) .... ' 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) .. 

• 
• ·~tent Of ~e ·At Center, .., ... . c 

taid To S~curity Des!@ 
B ROB.,nT cunr.-..- ~t 20,000,000 mi~9·~- . TJ/1 we~ in a w.!ouo I 

Y &:.a ·~ · t.a n Mel' records ·:were410useiJ on assess· die uam• to.....,,., tee· 
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff the si~th floor of the buildirg, ords until .the Mremen ~t out 

The v-ault-'1ike security e-0n. 1 where the tiire iwas concentrated of the wilding, which possibliy 
struction of the Mil.ita·_ry Per- / and evenwaU~ oonotroLled .. Some could be iS u n day,'' Hilleilson 
SCflone} ·R e c 0 :r d s Center has water eameige is beHeved to ~id. 
turned out to be the mia~or irea- have QCcw-red to records· on · :Microfilm, computer stora! 
son the " fireproof" building lower firors_. , ape detk& atid persomei fc 
blazed out . of cont.rol for nea-rly The bUl1d1ng s <:ootrete roof, emp.l<Jyes who wot1< ait 

two days, the St. il.oois County ~s~ructed to .. ad!ow future ex- ecoro renter were removed 
Fire Marshal said Saturday. . pans1on, ~e!d heat and_ !1-!fl~e tractor-traUer truak Thursda 

. • . I i·n the bulldi1111g, prevenitmg ifiire- •and taken to other s t o r a g e 
. tF1re Ma_rshal James E. HOlldi- _ ~ f.rom entering the building a·reas. 
~ha~s Sll'ld dte R~onls C~r ! until Friday moming. · Tue GSA has the power to 

· fire ~ws what f'l!l'e people 1fl ' AJ&hough federal investigating !ease pri.vate warehouses and 
the_ Un 1 t e d States have ~en I tealbs are on hand· to search . request aid f.rom other govern-
~ry~ to _get a<'.r~ a-bout ft,res ' for ·the cause of the blaze and ment it18t1l!Hations to store any 
m h1gh-r1se bu1ldmgs. al ~ h_e assess damages from fire and recordS it wa-nts to move ·from 
proper saf~a.rds are n?l bu1~t water, officials of the GSA pre- 'the fire-damaged building. 
_mto, the budding, the li~e~n dieted it would be at least Tues- Hi I I e I s t> n said that, t~os · 
<font .ha.ve a cha~. This 15 a day before investigators could know!Mge, · there was no i-

• ~tiful example. d reach the top of the building, . n i t e contingencyi plan at t e 
The olau, w-hkh .was <ii;sioo • By that time, they be~ieve, record center to move ope · 

ered ea Illy Thu. rsda_y morn111.g the building wiU have stabil~ J lions t_o o_ther .focations in t e l· 

J 
the center at 9700 Page A.ve , and the heat will be dissipat~,..1 event of major disasters such 
o .v e '~I and, •·•amo.unted1 to a · Jept>rts that the fire was the as the fire. 
dump f~re six stores hi,gh," he otk of an arsonist also will be · "We Will be getting into that 
said. "Such construction, M'tth· · nvestigated. very-soon," he said. 
<Ill( ad e q u a t e butlt-in saf.e. Alt.hough some federa•l agen- ''We always have contingency 
guatd.>, expects too much of the cies contend that the records , plans whioh are prepared to 
fi.re suppression services. stored on the sixth floor are i meet several types ol emergen- I 

"There are en o ·U g n things irreplaceable, the Vererans Ad· cy cand~tions but a disaster cl 
that could h111Ve been bu-lit in - ministration has s a. i d it had . this sort could not be forseen," 
t:llldte vents, heat vents in the . s e p a r a t e records . for the i ffillelson said. . 
b II i I d -l fli or roof, sp.rinldle1'S, 13,000,000 veterans and depend· r he regional administrator I 
monitoring systems - to pre- : ents now receiving benefits. , said lhat Arthur Samson, na-
ven.t this, o.r a-t least bold the ; The sixth floor housed rec- , tionQl director <lf GSA, author- . · 
fire -in <;heck untH fi.r~e111 air- ' ords of Army personnel who ized hl.nt to get the record cen-
rive. In that type of building, if served between . World War I ter ba

9
k into nonn·al pratj'lil.ir 

the f&remen can'.t ~ ins~dle, and the mid 1960s· and 30,000 : _r xy 
there's no WWJ to controL the containers of Oles of Army Air 1

1 
• 

lire." Forces personnel in World War I 
_ Hol&nghaus pointed out that n. . 
t h e Federal G<l!Vemment Wias Jelif.rey iffiltelson, Te,iOrW a<f.: ' 
not under state or local juris- mltllsltator of GSA, said federat I 
diction, although the Gorern- offfclah , had not .been a0:4e to 
:ment usually compiled with m,aike a.· lboroogih e•va:luiaot1on dl 
build~ and fire code 'l'equire- the dt.mage to records oo otfler , 
ments·. f'I 015 or1 s . that was caused by 

" I hope the Federal Govern- : ~e and waiter. 
ment· is ptepilrred to learn aome- ••tbere -is three to three and 
tblflg f:ram this Ure," he said. a half inches ol iwater on -the 

'The Generat Ser.vices Admin. first ud second floors a110 ·aoS ; 
istration man.ates ttte building -much AB five to eight a~d a half I 
AA.4 )*tlta ouit.Odia( '~ »1£b&lsloil t he lour$ f1rttt,:nd 
!fie iecor5bpt at die center-:--· - sixtbll&'Ps," he saiCl 

(Indicate page, n ame of 
n ewspaper, clly and state. ) 

Pgs. 4A & 5A, St. Loui: 
POST-DISPATCH, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dale: 7/15/73 
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• • ~is~'~/bout water hage in"' 
··~ ··· 1 M, ~,..-OSSibie. . by the Al'l'Ily Corps\)( Eiigt ~c:,~and v.tien it'WlasCt'IGii\~"'tl"'~~anc :g.the reasons is that 

,;As part of that order, I bave neers, which was in charge of the intense heat from the fire aPP<>inted1 an ad hoc committee the construction, and the Anny, "Butnedflre codes iprim-arily are helped keep the fifth floor drier •o stu"-· a"' f~,.ets of the fire which was to use the filci!"'"''. concer with protecting lives. th • u1 " .... ·~;, Th h an we anticipated. Also, all and to make recommenda- . "We toured seve r. a4 other - us, t ere aren't too many h cod toda ... _ t e w a t e r has been draining t·;on•," Hi'llellson said. such s to ·r a g e instUlations es even Y 11rat q-equtre h h ' ~ so eth' t · .... · t r ·o u g stairwells, heating Em.JO""'S of ti..e center have. a r o u n· d 1the country," Kassa- m mg o protect ·u1e con• d • .,. J~ 1' t t f b ild' • h Id ucts, 3nd elevator shafts, and ·'--en "'laced on administrative baum said, "and none of them en s 0 a · u ing,' e sa . did -uc ... I · not flood the main flooring fea'Ve with pay untiil they can bad sprinlder s y s 1 e m s. Our A though 10 St. Louis County as badly as we thought. . return to work. c -I i e n t s ~the Co11ps and the f i r e departments and a St. :Dee 'A. Patters.on, actialg .re- Army) said w a t e r was their Lo u i s company were pressed "Most filing c a b i n e t s arJ! ·giona-1 commissioner of public ·wor~ enemy, because it packed into service to fight ttie· blaze, raised a short distance. off the ~\lil-!li11gs senice for Gs.A, w~ paper together and made ink U n i v e r s i t y City Fire Chief floor, which may also help sub-appoi1)ted chalrm811l· of the com- Nn. Th4Y said water damage James Harvey said the county stantially In reducing damage," mittee. wH ·much more severe than municipalities In ·v o 1 v e d still the GSA spokesman in Wash-
Patterson, who was ·reached aoy :f.i.re could be. We proposed 1 were weM protected. . ington said. 

by t e I e p ho n e at bis Kat15'8'S the siprinklers as an eur.omati.c "I b e I i e v e we could ha'Ve On the fifth floor are Navy City., Kan. ~. · said 'he had ..,,, ,... handled othe,r fire situations in and Marine personnel records .flown. to St.. Lruis Thursday to -- -- - ' the county tfirough. our rec!pnr dating from 1885. The fourth ~urvey the ii.re and the damage. cal aid agreements .with other floor· contains records of Army Rowever, he said he did not a&'!;um~ion, becausA 11 1 bsl!.. deputments that w e •re n 't in- reservists both .active and in~ o b t a i n sufficient :informat-ior ing was to be used for paper volved In the .Record Center ti v e, and two. big comput 
that woold indicate the spooifi< storage." i" he said. "The co u n t y, valued at $1,200,ooo to hand! areas his committee shoo:O •in· : Kassabaum sa:id that no elec ectively, has more fire ap. payrolls and to loeate recor vesttiga<e fi rst. tronic surveillance S:t\'ltem wa: atus than the city." elsewhere in the building. 1Patterson said he wiM try t.c built into the building either ivette Fire Ch~f Jo s e p.h The third floor is used by the convene the· committee in St. because such sophisticated d~ mauri<:e, who sent one ,pom- Army also for employe stations 

~
1is on Monday ctr Tuesd'ay to tection systems were not availa per to the fire scene, said the and administration. 
in ·its WOI1t. ble in those days. He sa-i~ th1 city's other fire apparatus re- Army records from 1960 to Other members of the com- 1 bu i I d i n g was designed to ht sponded to alarms fa Olivette the present; Navy and Marine , tee .incLude ·J .. C. Spradley, guarded through constant per and Creve Coeur during the records from 1963 to the pre-ector of design and constru - sonal surveiUance. Overland crisis. sent, and Air Forcer e co r d s tion division of GSA; Wend I When told or suggestioru Fitzmaurice s a id the fire from 1964 to the present are Sisk, cltief of the G&A acquis made by Holdinghaus to ·ven posed no special problems for housed on the second floor. The tion brandi; Harold Lowe, 9 · ~ fire through the roof~ fire fighters, "it was just one of first floor is for processing and ' c1~i . assistant to ~he regirnal a ke the concrete rodf .m 1 · those dogs that was hard to get administration. 

m1mstrator; and J a mes L. a essible, Kassabaum sacd t 1 to." The ·Records Center was :>nee Kealing, regiona'J counsel. The Genera-I Services IAdmin- called the nation's biggest filing 1 
Kooneth Bollard, compt·roller _ _ - .... istration, INhich took over own· cabinet. The building is 728 of reserve comi;onent of tlhe , .-·· . . . . didn't ca . ership of the building in )960, feet long by 282 feet wide, and A·r:my personnel and adminis- design s~ectf~cations 1had scheduled the installation contains 1,3.(9,148 square feet of 1 t r at i o n center, aoo fonrest for anythmg hke that. h jof a complete sprinkler system floor space including the base· Weir ol die oflfice of federal 1 "The idea was to ·ave a -- in the building 1beginning J1uly ment. A cafeteria in an adjoin-records aloo were. named 'to the ' --······-·-- - - - -- · • 1975. - ing one-story building accom· 

commi·ttee. re butlding. The Army didn~ . The first floor and part of the mod ates 800 persons at one The center, costing $12,5714,850. ant a building that someon second floors a Ire ad y have time. 
:~7 .~.~~~!)S()ss'q~:r: \~ n0~ - --~~ a;;_°:n _t~~:-~!. ~~tl_·C.h_ ._ !~[;,11der s Y s t e m s, the GSA gl;s~ !i~~o::.e seven acres of 
~1<>&ce. It took about two )11!'81rs ' . . · The GSA is "cautiously opti· The R""nrd C_. IA to bui-!d arid was completed m , h es to get ms1 . a ro " ~ de Th t ~ "" --~ S .,.,.er+•v• "'"~ __ - , 
1956. . h to .be built to withstand a 

One . of the building's. 111rcbi- di ional stories if the govern ~-~te-r""an""s ..... imd other :Uthorizel' tects, George E. Kassabaum, d .. 'th veri saio Saturday he iW'llS at a loss ent ever wanted to ex!)an _. persons and agencies W1 • 
to explain how the b u i L d i ~ fication of military service for 
evlr caught fire or man11:gied 1 Kassabaum said th ·b 'Id' l S o c I a 1 Security benefits, for-~u n for severa1I days. . . . ~ .u1 in rds t th To me, i t 's in<:on<:eivab 

1 
~m<phed ~J~h the ·bu.1ld111g an wards of original reco o e 

th this coold happen,'' s re codes m St. Louis Count Veterans Administration for ad-
Kil~sahaum, one of the anem- judication of claims, handle.s re-
,be,rs of Hel!tmuth Obata & Kas· quests for replacement of dis-
sabaum &Tchitectura~ ~irm. charge certificates, provides in · "I don>'t know M'hat the filing 
1pra: tices or housekeeping prac- .formation for Pens i.o n 5• a tices are now, but when the checks on decorations an ·buiidinog w a s cGl\IStrocted, 911 a w a r d s that are due form_ 
material was to be !tied In steel service~en. fiHn·g cabinets. We designed thE · ...-- ,. 
buHding so that one standard 
ming cabinet could be pklce< 
atop another. Ii that's the WA) 
they were doing things, wha 
was a.vaHeble to bum?" 
. Kas111abaum .W IM! tu'ggestei 
the W. of· a 1P.nmiifer systen ; 

"inroujJi(ilt the . . • .. ~· 
ever, the suegest.fon s ve-lae · 

'·· 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/13/73 
DaTe of tronscr •p t i o n ___ - ----

l1111our1, w11 contacteo at nil 
-r-et1-1"""dP'!e!""n""'!c""'!e!"".-... l""f ... t!""'!er~beina iaforaec:l of the id•nti ti.. of 

the intervi .. ing Asent• and tile re&8on for tile interview, 
he provided the following infol"ll&tlon: 

B• ba• been an .. p101ee of the General service• 
Adllia1atrat1on (OBA) since btinc di1Cl:rgecl froa the Aray 
in 1.... B• 1• carrentlJl ~1D tbe File 
P.rtec:+1°n "'rk Poree aad bi• illlae41ate aupervi8or i• I . In h18 capacity a• auperviaor be hae a group 
wllicb contains nine file clera. ft•• fil• cleru 
aoraallJ w:k : :la• 2~ floor fil• u• of tb• Becorda 
Center. I_ __ _ _ d.viaed that tile nia• file clerks 
ll• •• uaa n e • u._t• who are par t-tille Bummer 
hir••· B• ad•i•ecl that ll08t of th••• people u• very 
coaacieatiou• and SoOd worker•, and b• 1• r:r: t:: they 
would not ha•• an1tllins to do with ar•on. __ _ ___ I 
advi•ed that oa the evening in qu .. tion non f 
.. ployeea ventured above the 2nd floor with the exception 
of tb• luncll break, at wbich till• •everal went to the b 7 c 
vending -.clline• for luncll on tbe fifth floor. 

I ladviaecl tbat at approxillately 
12:1f A.M. be brouabt hi• group froa the 2nd floor to the 
1st floor via tile Ea•t freislat elevator. Duriq tbi• tille 
he wa• not aware of aay llllOll• in th• elevator •llatt•• 
At approziaately 12:25 A.K. be aad bi• aroup were releaaed 
froa work aad upon •nterias the llallway, he ... lled what 
appeared to be a1M>lse. B• tllen ventured to tb• :Ba•t freiaht 
elevator and aaw llllOk• iD the eleYator •haft. At tbi• tille 
he went to tbe 3rd floor in aa att811Pt to locate the fire 
but bad to return to the 3ad floor becauae of the large 
aaount• of 11mOls• in the hallwa1. 

I I adv1aed tba t there i• a mll 
nu•h.er of iadivldual• who work .. th• nisht alaift, and he 
know• -• of tb• by face oalJ• B• advi-4 tllat on tile 
ev••inl 1n 'ueation he 41d uot ... &llJOae who did not belong 

7/12/73 st. Loui•, •leaouri 
interviewed o n al File # 

by __ _c-ct8~~-t:_S-!:I .. = .. = .. = .. = .. = .. =_ =_ =_ '""_ =_= ~ .. l_D-_t __ .... ________ D o te doctated __ 7_/_l_3 /_7_3 ____ _ 
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AJR:bt 

in th• area and olMlerred pnth1ps ·;rcb conld lie construed 
as bein1 •••picious. adviaed that he has 
not heard of &llJ'oae being di••ati• ied or aake any threats 
to destroy Governaent property. 

ae advi••d tbat wiria1 in tbe building, baaically 
w6rin1, to tbe win4mr fana, ahould be checked ~auae be is 
awar• that oa nuaerous floors wir•• leadin1 to these fans 
or the fans tb ... elves are faulty. 

B• adviaed that to hia Jmmrleqe the only 
individual& who llave the abtlity to rove the entire Records 
Center area are the custodians. 

Wben queationed furtberl DJadvised tbat 
after returning to the 2nd floor and exitin1 t ough the 
West door, be observed an individual whoa be bad never seen 
before atandin1 outside on the ateps. Be failed to obaerve 
an identification badge on this ·individual. Be deacribed 
the individual,_ ... follows: 

aace 
sex 
Age 
Height 
Weicht 
Jlair 
Co•plezion 
Clothing 

White 
Male 
Karly aea 
Approziaately 5'10" 
160 pounda 
Black 
Pair 
Yellow ehirt and dark tie 

After ob&erving the individua~ lthen 
went to tb• south side of the buildiD& wLi-t~~,.....~~~~"""lto 
observe the fire an4 the above individual was not observed 
at any other tiae during the evening. 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/13/73 
Do1e at transc;rip l~on ______ _ 

I l ••• cnnt•ct•d •+ hu 
reaidence atl _ I Missouri. 
Be was adviaed of the ident1t1• of tlae intervieWiaS 
As•ats aad the re&llOD for th• intervi .. , after which be 
provided tbe followias inforaatloai 

B• laas IMen emplOJH by tile Geaeral Serv le .. 
J.dalal•tration C•A> for approz:lmat•lf 38 year• and 18 
curreatly a.alsaett to th• Military PerllOT:;' a::•: con+Tr 
at 9700 Paa• -l••ard ... 1• curreatlJ___ _ _ _ 
tor a sroap 1d .. t1f 1ed aa th• Pile Perf ec ..... ~o~n ................. .._or ___ c_e~.-
B• currently ba• oae U•i•tant, two auperviaor•, a8' four 
control cleru wlao ar• peraa••:J:11 1ervlc• eaplo1••· 
Th• group also laaa 17 coll•• • . t• who are laired only 
for the •-•r .. atu. I 1..-t.eed that th• normal 
working boar• for Ills srou»; II troa •:GO P.11. to I.Isl• A.M. 
with 15'' tr-a at e:ee P.11. aad 10:80 P.111 ~· ••• 11&• 
a lunch break froa 8:00 P.11. to 8:30 P.11. _ J 
advised. that hi• Taak Force aroap worlca aaiDlJ oa tile l•t 
floor aad 2ad floor area of tk• aecorcll C•a ter. OD tile 
ni1ht in qu .. tioD ao on• froa bi• sroup worked alN>ve th• 
2nd floor. Tb• oalJ ezception to thi• would be clur 1DS the 
luacb break people ander bi• control aisbt go to the 5th 
floor cant••• area to obtain luacll. 

b'?C 

I ]advised that noraallJ at approzillat•ly 
12:10 A.K. the individual• in hi• ,..k Poree who are on the 
2nd floor r•tarn to the 1st floor via th• fr•i1ht elevator 
at the Ba.at end of the aecorda center. Upon tb• -p101-• 
return, tlaey cleaa up aad then ride tile eecalator to the 2nd 
floor where tbey aip out at the Weet door. 

I ~dviaed 'tllat none of bi• 911Ploye .. 
com.plaia .. ;"'abou t •11<>.ke 1D tb• •l•va tor upon their return 
to the lat floor at 12:10 A.a. At approzt..ately 12:27 A.K. 

teleaaed hie -.plo1•ee to •illl out. Upon 
--·e•n•t•ar--1•n·1---t·n~ hallway nezt to tlae freight elevator he •••lied 

what appeared. to be aaoke. Upon iaveati1atiag, he obllerved 
tba t tbe elevator shaft contained a.oke. At th1• point he 

7/13/73 St. Louia, Mia•ouri SL 52-4856 ~· 
ibnv, ... ,. •• , ·".-,(L-_::S_!_l ______ 2_' -.-lb_t _________ ,,,. • 7/13/73 

~ • • Dote dictated _________ _ 
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yelled to a -:-rs 1~~ there ~ a f i:r eoaewbere in tbe 
building.!~Dd a r_theD rode the 
freight e eva or toe 3rd 1: r ian att-pt to locate 
the fire. Upon arriving at the 3rd floor be observed 
that the hallway was coapletely filled with saoke and 
they could not venture any further. 

I l•dvised that to his knowledge there 
have been nuaeroua a sciplinary probleaa with individuals 
who are on the janitorial staff at the Records Center. 
Be advised that these individuals have access to every 
rooa in the Center. 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

-.... ............. I 111saouri, telepboael I was advi•ed of the 
identity ot +&• in*erst,,,1na Agent and the nature of the 
interview. I _JProvided the following infor-
aation: --~~~~~-

I latated that alle is employed by 
the U.S. lm1. Qlrlce of the Adjutant Geaeral aa a 

I J Slae workll iD the '-hlJgatigp• 
Center located at 1655 Woouoa Road. L ladvised 
that ue worka trc. 11:15 Pll tbroqh 7:45 All and that 
she did work on the nicllt of July 11 tlarousll 12, 1973. b7C 

dviHd tit.at alle and a co-worker, 
eard aboat tile ftre trqw a onsputer 

~o~p~ • ......-~...._~~~w~o~""'!""'"~·lle aecond all11t,_ _J Sile 
and roc .. ded to the record center built:::J 
autOllO e and parked on the east parking lot. 

I lstated tbat wllen Bile ••w tile fire it appeare o 
her to be in three location• on the aizth floor. She 
advised that on tlleir way to the record center fro• 
their oftice buildiDC tllere were no unaaual vehicles 
noticed and neither uticad any iunu11Ual occurraaces. 
She advised tllat &be i• not taailiar with verJ aany 
people workiq at the record center. 

--~~~~~~~~-~& described as follow•: 

Race: 
sex: 
Date of birtb: 
Place of birtll: 
Social security 
account number: 

Automobile: 

I I Illinois 

I I 
1963 PlJllOuth Valiant, red 
coavertible with wllitt top. 
1973 llisaouri licen•e_ 

7/13/73 University City, llo. F ne ft SL 
Jrl!&rviewed on ________ al -----------'---'----

52-4856 -.:§ ~ 

by ____ SA_~'-------'"!!'J..,. !IF--CW ---· - ________ Do •e fata•e d 7/13/73 

Thi!". d ocvmen~ c onloins neithe( f t:! Comrnendotions r)Of co r1dus 1n n "io u t rht" f=8 1. i1 1') th e prope f ty o f the FBI ond is loaned l o you r ri gency,· 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

p~'------------iwlwas interviewed at his 
home atl lMissouri and furnished 
the fol owing information: 

I I advised that he is a I lat 
the National Personnel Records Center Military and 
worked the 4 P.M. to 12 P.M. shift on July 11, 1973. 

__ !!!"'!!!!"'"""!""_Jstated that on the night of July 11, 1973, 
15 to 20 minutes after midnightJ I 
a guard at the RecorQiCe"t8r. t~d him there was a Fire 
on the 5th or 6th floor. tated that he was 
instructed to stay at the Recor s Center until 3 A.M. 

r-----lstated that on the night of July 11, 
1973, the~ing people worked the 4 P.M. to 12 P.M. 
shift on the 6th floor at the Records Center: 

b7C 

lc1ast name unknown), a student aid ------
Another student aid, name unknown, also worked that shift. 

r----ladvised that the following individuals worked 
on the 5t~ on thenight of July 11, 1973: 

stated that there possibly was another person 

7-12-73 
~nlervlewed on ______ _ ~- ol 

E '1i'-

_S_t_._Lo_u_i_s_,_M_i_s_s_o_u_r_i __ F;t. # SL 52-4856 .37 

L--~L-by __ ~_A--tl 1-- BLC: SS Date d.ctated 
~~~-- --~~~~-~-~~~~ 

7-16-73 
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working on the 5th floor that night but if so he could 
not recall who it was. 

I lstated that of the above mentioned people 
he does not suspect any of them of setting a fire at the 
Records Center. 

~~""'!!!"'!'lstated that on the night of July 11, 1973 
he was on the 5th or 6th floor at approximately 10:30 P.M. 
and at that time did not smell any smoke, see any strangers 
or anything unusual. 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da'e ol ~ra n s c r i plion __ 7_-~l._b_··-_7_3 __ 

Missouri, was interviewed and furnished the following 
intormation: 

.._ __ _.I advised t ila t :1e is a I I at tile 
National Personnel Records Center - Military, St. Louis, 
and worked the t:dato 12 P.M. shift on the nignt of 
July 11, 1973. dvised that he only worked on the 
third floor on a ate and never went to the 5th or 
6th floors during his shift. 

r---lstated that he knew of no one that might set 
a fire in~ilding; nowever, would nou,t~ ... ;t_r1e 
FBI immediately if he learned of anyone. L__Jadvised that 
he had worked at tile Record Center for 25 years. 

I l1s a black male, age 56, height 5' 8", b7 C 

weight 140 pounds. 

--~----~··--------~-

1,..
1
.,,,,,.,.,..,ed on ___ 7_-_1_2_-_7_~ _ __ 01 St. Louis, Missouri 

€b"" 
File# 

SL 52-4856 ~ 

by ___ ~_!"--'.,.I _________ ~ - BU:: SS 
7-16-73 

__ Dal e dotloled _________ _ __ _ 

l''ni.-.. <i o curnenl con tains neither fecorti m endot1o n. s. no1 co n t l v'!> 1on s vf lhe F BI it 1· s. the pro per1y of the FB I and is loaned to yov r ageh<Yi 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Doi~ ol Ir anw ;phon 7 /17 /73 

..... ~~~~~__.lwas contacted at his residence, 
5932A Ridge Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri and provided 
the following information: 

He is employed as al lby the General 
Services Administration and works at the Military Record 
Center on Page Avenue in Overland, Missouri. He reported 
to work at approximately 3:45 p.m. on July 11, 1973 and 
was assigned to his usual position of cleaning the bath­
rooms on the fifth floor. During the time that he 
started and the time that he was forced to leave his area 
he spent all but 15 minutes on the fifth floor. He 
said that besides :~: ;; the ;ifth floor he knew of two 
other individua1sJ_ - -- - who usually rleap5 1n the 
east end of the fit oor and a man named_ _who 
cleans on the west end of the fifth floor. 

During the evening he was unaware of any 
unusual activities nor did he havhd occasion to visit 
the sixth floor of the building. added, however, 
that a snack bar is located on the i th floor and that 
this area is visited by many people during the course of 
the day and evening. 

D added that he has been employed with the 
government since 1942 and has worked at the Record Center 
since it opened. He could not identify any one individual 
or group of individuals who he might feel would be responsi­
ble for the fire at the Record Center. 

b 7C 

rlalso stated that he was born onl 
and that 'ne-rl; 5' 6'' and weighs 140 pounds wi ... t .. n-o ... l"""a"'"c-k-n'"'"a"""1"""r ............... 
and brown eyes and that he is a Negro male. 

) f)ler~ 1ewed on _ _.:._7-"-/~1,_,,2~/--'7'--'3"--____ ol St• 

v> 
Louis, Missouri File#' SL 52-4856 · ~Cf 

by SA_I --~ :vls 7/16/73 _ __ Oo le dicloled_~-'--""~-~'---------~ 

• -- -•-; ... r ... .,,, 1h,H r P. corn mendatio n s. f'loi concl v<:> •on ~ o l lhe F6l. II •~the properly o ' the F B ~ and Is looned lo your oge n (yj 
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FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 

Dote of !ranscription_._7_/_1_7_ /_7_3 __ _ 

~•: 
00:1acted at his residence, 

_ Missouri, telephone 
L--n-u_m_b_e_r-i._lr_-_-_--_-_-_-_-_-~la_n_d __ p_r--o~v-1-a-e----n-e ...... ,,,..10llowiog information: 

He is employed by the Univac Corporation which 
is a Division of Sperry Rand and that the main office 
is located at 4100 Lindell in St. Louis. He added that 
Univac's largest installation is located at the Military 
Record Center in Overland, Missouri. He stated because 
of this, he uses this area as a starting point because 
most of t::lk involves the coaputer at the Record 
Center. added, however, that he is also on call 
during h s wor ing hours to report to other businesses 
if problems occur with their computers. 

on Wednesday, July 11, 1973, he reported to 
work at the Military Record Center at approxiaately b7C 
3:45 p.m. At 5:00 p.m., he left the building in order 
to go to anpther business that was experiencing trouble 
with their computer installation and he did not return 
to the Record Center. He stated the Univac Computer is 
located on the fourth floor and that he and his associates 
have nothing to do with the actual business operations of 
the government but are only there to maintain servicEB and 
repair the computer. He stated that the computer operators 
are employed by the government and that he has no close 
working relationship with them and, therefore, does not 
know any of them. 

r-----lstated that since he has worked at the 
Military~Center, he has never heard of any 
individual or of any groups who would attempt to sabotage 
the operation of the Record Center or who may have been 
responsible for any fires at the Record Center in the past. 

The following is a description of~'~~--
Name 
Race White 

lnte r' v iewed on 
7 /13/73 at 

st. Louis County, MissourF+i., SL 52-4856 -J/4] 

by sA . I r 
:vls 7/16/73 

----------------------r-----------Date ditlated __________ _ 

Thi• document contain• neither recommendations nor conclusion• of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency; 

it and it• content• ore not to be distributed outside your a9 ency. 



SL 52-4856 

Sex 
Date of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 

160 
Black 
Blue 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

[lole '·' '' "'" ' "' · ~ < . __ 7_/_17./__'!..~ .. 

-----------~was contacted at his resid~nce 
r1111nois, telephone numberl~-~~~ 

........... - ..... -~I It was noted at the beginning Of the i~ter-
view that froml Jwas 
r--~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~1~~~~~~~~~~....1 

c::::Jstated that he has been employed at the 
Military Record Center for six years as a I I and 
that he reported to work on , July 12, 1973 
at 3:30 p.m. His usual wor are from 4:00 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. and he is UiUIA to clean the 
off ice in Section 5180 Nort the fifth floor. 
He spent the whole evening on tlN fifth floor and at 
approximately 12:12 a.m., he saw smoke in the area 
around the east freight elevator bellowing from the 
sixth floor. He went to the escalator and looked up b?C 
and saw smoke on the sixth floor. At that same time 
a fellow custodial worker, I I who was 

smoke. He, immediately notifiedr I 
assigned toCJourth floor also appeared and saw the 

of the Federa rotection Service of the smoke that he 
saw. Prior to that time he did not notice nor smell 
any smoke in his area. He added that the only time he 
left the fifth floor was at approximately 7:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
when he went to the maintenance room on the first floor. 

He stated besides himself, he knew of three 
other in di vtdyals ~orking on the fifth floor, I._ ______ ~ 
a man named_ Jandl ' He also stated that 
at approximately 4:30lcame to the fourth 
floor for a short while. 

Int er n~wi!'Jd o r. 7 /16/73 _______ .,1 A 1 ton, I 11 inois "'•, SL 52-4856 41 
by ___ .sA~ .. ----------~---~= v~l=s __ _ 

Dnte d r<loted __ 7~/~16~/_7_3 ______ _ 
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He stated that he also beard thatl 
had swept the file area of the sixth floors ~o-m_e_t_i_m_e __ _ 
during the eventg of July 12 1 1973. 

c:Jstated that when he first reported for 
work on Wednesday, he noticed a large pile on the fifth 
floor which contained a mop, dust, dirt and loose papers 
and several cigarette butts nearby. He stated that this 
was located in the maia file section of the fifth floor b7C 
towards the back. 

~---~dded that he was aware of previous fires 
and that he heard about the one in the custodial closet 
on the fifth floor last week. He stated that only 
members of the custodial staff have the keys to these 
closets. Be also stated that his custodial closet had 
been broken into once but nothing was missing. 

c:Jstated that since he has worked there 
he bas actually made notes of what he felt were faulty 
electric switches and wires on the fifth floor and 
that last year rewiring was done on the fifth floor 
because of an extensive amount of short circuits. He 
stated that on Wednesday evening he found eight lights 
out and all of them had bad wires. 

He also stated that about two to three years 
ago there had been a fire in a trash barrel on. the sixth 
floor but had been discovered byl I who had 
extinguished the blaze. 

r--lstated although he could not think of 
anyone whO"""'i'n"a'ividually may have been responsible for 
the fire on July 12, 1973 or any previous fires.· Be 
felt that the security in the building was poor and people 
could be found anywhere in the building including the 
sixth floor even though they bad no business in that part 
of the building. 

Owas asked if he had seen or had hea.rd 
about two youths being on the roof of the Record Center 
on either Tuesday or Wednesday evening and he stated that 
as far as he knew there was no way to get to the top of 
the building from inside. 

2 
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The following is a description ofc===J 

I Name 
Bace 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Social Security 
Account Number 

White 
Male 

5 i 9" 
200 
Black 
Brown 

3 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DQI•, .·' tro., .. P' ., ,, 7 /17 /73 -------- - ' ·-~--··-- ~ -· -

_____________ _....l.,.w..,a_s-.. contacted at his re& i de nee, 

~' ............ -...---...... ------...... 1 Missouri and provided the 
following information: 

He is employed as a Military 
Record Center in Overland, Miasour • working 
hours are from 4:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. stated, 
however, that he did not work on Wednes ay an that he 
had l..&t been at the Record Center at 12·30 a.m. on 
Wednesday morning, July 11, 1973. L :lstated that 
Wednesday night he and his wlfe al_ng wi_fLa ffllow 
worker at the R@cyrd Center,. _and 

I _wentouise on the Adairal OD 
the Mississippi River. stated that he was on 
annual leave for Wedne t. 

~ blated that he knows three individuals 
who are land work on the sixth floor. These 
individua s are as follows: 

... I and a man with 

the last · ~----------~-
He has never heard any of these three 

individuals complain abqnt +:e ,ecord Center nor make 
any threats against it. l _ _also stated that when 
he goes to as been riving a school boy by 

b7C 

the name of loyed at the Recotd Center 
for the SWllm.er as a He d 0 es not know_ 

me but that e ves n I I Missourr.-.----__. 
stated that he does not know any of the custodial 

p yees at the Record Center who could have set the 
fire and he thinks they are all nice people to work 
with. I lalso stated that he was aware of the previous 
fires only because of special precautions that were made 
after they had occurred • 

._ __ __.lstated that he is only working at the 
Record Center for a little while and has only worked 
there since October as he is attending school at the 

----"' Kinlo~_Missouri SL 52-4856 -44t 
4 

bi·---~S~A~I _________ ...... ~: vls _______ Du1~ rlidol<:> d _ 7/16/73 
.~----
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Name 
Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Social Security 

Accouut Number 

200 
Black 
Brown 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

~ 
lwas contacted atl 

r-~~~~ ..... ~~~~il~t•1P1~1--no ...... l~s and provided the--·r-0•1•1-0-w~i~n-g~~~-
ifif OrmatOh: 

He has been employed at the Military Record 
Center in Overland, Missouri, since May 15, 1973. 

He is only employed there for the suamer 
as he is a full-time college student attending the 
University of Notre Drune in South Bend, Indiana. This 
is the first year hr :as ::rkftr at the Record Center. 
He is employed as a_ _and he works:trom 4:00 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. perform ngese duties. Be stated tnat 
most of the time his work keeps him on the second floor 
although he has the chance in the performance of his 
duties to also work on the first floor. He stated that he 
has never been to the sixth floor of the building. 
He also stated that although he usually ealS on the 
fifth floor, he thinks that on Wednesday night he and 
a couple of friends went out to eat at a Burger King 
Restaurant located nearby. 

~added that he was unaware of any 
unusual activities in the building until approximately 
12:25 a.m. when he went up to the second floor from the 
first floor and saw smoke and some firemen. At that 
time he realized there was a fire in the building and 
since his employment terminated at 12:30 a.m., he signed 
out and left. He and several friends then went outside 
and sat on the grass and watched the fire. He stated 
that he observed the fire to be located on the sixth 
floor on the backside of the building approximately 
in the middle of the building. 

c===Jstated that be was not aware that there 
had been previous fires in the building nor did he know 
of anyone who might be responsible for previous fires or 
the fire that occurred on July 12, 1973. 

1nti:- 1 ~· iewt-d on __ ·- 7 /16/73 ,,_ Bellevil ==----"'e ~ SL 52-4856 -JJJ; 
by __ . __ _3A_l __________ .. I-- -_;_yls. ____ ... _Da te d<ctoled_ 7 /16/73 ______ _ 

~h,~ ]oc.vri-.t"'rit ;.:·~·•;lo in s ril"ilh~f '"' <ornrnl':nd(lt 1':>'l ·, 11(._H , _ ,·;. n 1. l t1~· C1f\ S ~' ' rt1"· FBI. It is ~ht:- prOf..!€1'~~- of ~he FBI und is looned lo yovr agency; 
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The following is a description of I 
obtained through interview: ----

Name 
Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Height 
Weigbt 
Bair 
Byes 
Social Security 
Account Nuaber 

white 

150 
Brown 
erowp 

2 

b7C 



FD3021RFV 11·27·70) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/17/73 Dote of transcription ______ _ 

lwfs contacted at the atf1c~ 
of Sperry...,,.Ba_n_d..._C_o_r_p_o_r_a __ t•t-o~n, : :J 
Missouri and provided the following information: 

He is employed as a Univacl 1 by 
Sperry Rand and that his duties occasionaiiy fake him 
to the Military Record Center in overland, Missouri. 
He stated that he was there on Wednesday at approximately 
1:00 p.m. and stayed there for approxillately ten minutes. 
His purpose at that time was to pick up a piece of test 
equipment in order that he might test the equipment at 
another computer installation. 

_____ __.I stated that he works various 
shifts but does not s~nd all of bis tiae at the 
Record Center. He does not associate with the Government 
employees at the Record Center and has no knowledge of 
their activities nor could he provide any possible 
identity to anyone who might have been responsible 
for the fire at the Record Center. 

The following is a description oJ 

Name 
Dace 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Social Security 
Account Number 

Address 

Telephone 

liiite 
Male 

~'..,..~~-------D 61 l" 
150 
Blond 
Ill 1 ··-

Missouri 

b7C 

Interviewed on 7 /13/73 01 __ S_t_. _L_o_u_ia~1_Jlt_M __ IJO_u_r_i __ F;le .- SL 52-4856 !kl 
by ___ S'--'-A--;_l _________ ._ __ :_V_l_S _____ Date d;ctated __ 7-'-/_1_6_/_7_3 _____ _ 

Thls document ,on•ains neither fecommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. U is the property of the FBI 'and is loaned to your agency; 



FEDERAL BUREAU O F INVESTIGATION 

7/17/73 
_ :11' • · · ' . · d • I '• __ 

I I 
Kisaouri, t•l•phon• nuaberi leaployee 
at th• Military Pw•ona•l Record.a Cellt•r (l(PRC), 9700 Paae 
Boulevard, O.erland~ •1-aouri) •a• advia-4 of the identities 
of ·th• iatervi .. ing Aceets and that he was bein&' re-interviewed 
coacerninc b.ie knowledce of th• tire taat occurred at llPRC on 
July 12, 1973. 

:~~.:n~l ror wort !:d:::~P~1o:·J~;111r~;~;~:~~:n:~ 
out at 12:30 A.II. on July 12, 1973. 

Be •tated that after checkiac in, he went toO 
office and received bis a.aignaemt for the day. He 

a that froa 4s00 to 4i30 P.11. Ile eaptied traeh cans on 
the firet floor, Be ad:::~ that at 4:30 P,M, be received 
bis assignaent fro•( ~~ Ito aop and buff the 6th floor 
at the Bast end on be aide of the building. 

I ~dvised that be worked in a large room 
which was t•n feet to the right of the passenger elevator 
on the lefthand side of the hallway. He stated this room 
i• a large roOll filled with deeks and five a.all offices for 
secretaries or supervisors. 

I Ind trleh ~ :::l::: ::::r~• ]~~~·: :!!hlbo pick• up palers 

H• advised that from 5:45 to 6:00 P.11. he took a 
sch•Qrea• and;:ert to the Snack Bar on the 5t[ :::gr 
with andl ~. Be advised that he also aaw ___ _ 
in t e nack ear. oa 7:30 to 8:00 P.K. i• a sche""-a-------~ 
break for dinner and all persons working with hill went to 
the lst floor aaint•nas;to eat. Proa 9:45 to 10:00 P.M., 
another c break •nt to the SnlllikBar on the 5th 
floor and and stayed in the r ... in ~ 
they were wor g dur ng • reak. Be advised thatl............J 
ca.me back at approximately 10:00 P.M. 

,r::r r, i e ·n ~ '~ .lr_~-N7,.__._6 ... Yf ... .Y_3 ... I ___ i: __ .Pa_g_e_da_l.e 1 111.eeouri 

-
______ k~t 

, J ?,#J I 
t• -. --·· · -- ·-----~-~---·---------· ·--- - ----- -· - -- - ---- ·•·- ···--.. ---~-- J I ":" j ,_:: , __ : - ':'<:-~----~-·--~--

rl .. · : ···· ·- • J 'I' - ~ I I. · - • ) ; 

.• ••. ,_.., ,,_, , 1· ,.,_ 1·.,_·.1 1,· I· 11.l· +I ···· · · 1 ' • 



SL 52-4856 
JNC:kat 

Be states thatl landlland he left the 
job at separate tiaes between 6 and~••• to get a 
drink of water and use tbe bathrooa. Be states that the 
lonce•t any of thea were away froa each other during this 
period of ti.lie was approxi .. tely tbree minutes. 

I J•tated that at his scheduled lunch 
break froa 7•30 to -~oo P 0K0 wb:l• on the l•t floor, he 
went w1thl _ _ leaployee on the 1st 
f lool' *a ·:Jt_!h•re e was wori DI t&at night. Be etated 
tba t rw•nted to show hill the place where he was 
work"ng ~ ~18 place beinr the ~ BWitcbboard telephone 
rooa. Be then stated that_ llccoapani~ h~ :o r 
6th floor at approxiutely 7:50 ~r. and that 
stayed on the 8th floor until IJ .. P.K., at w le t aee 
returned to the lat floor to werk. 

He eta tes tba t at approximately .,..... ... • _.......,.__...,, __ .J 

~ l:••e : :,• 6th floor look1a1 for the -, _ __ __ inquired about a ....... -.....,~----~ 
...... t""'he~w--e'!""r"!"'e'!"'!a ........ -u._..s of this worker. a 
did not r .. ember the naae of the person wa• looking for. 
Be also •tated that a ••ero female with 1rst naa, of 

~•••to the 8th floo~:OO P.M. to talk to_ I 
.._, ...... u-n ... e ... "-'overlleard her aa:y to "It's ll:OO P.11." Be states 

that ebortly thereafter thi• e departed tbe 6th floor. 

r lstated that be DOticed While working OD 
the 6tb f toor 'ta& 't !he electric cloclm in the roo- he worked 
in were not ruuing. B• states that he does not r .. •ber at 
what tiae tit••• clockll had stopped or if they were plugged 
in but rea .. bera that they did not bave the correct ti••· 

2 
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SL 52-4856 
JMC:kat 

--....... ~~ ...... ~'advised that he and hi• fellow workers 
stopped workinc and left the 6th floor at 11:30 P.M. and 
all departed th• 6th floor on the paeaenger elevator to 
return to th• lat floor to clean their equipment and put 
it cleanin1 the equipaent at 11:45 P.M. he 
an went to another aain off ice on the 
let f oor an and a Neiro 
male with th• last naae of :15 A.M., at 
which tlae they left to go to the Bast end of the building 
on th• .. l•t f loer to aign out o He eta ted that on the way 

~~!•!:~Jut :he: :::n:•: 1: 1 :1ntepepce := :: :· :::- b· ',l C 
12 .25 A. • ., I2 .:z • • " • I It rrt lb ~!d.nce 
room ud •ip .. out. 

~ ~:a::: tba,: on the way to the maintenance 
roomJ lat 12:20 A.H. he smelled 
amok an cuaaenceus., stated he alao aaelled 
smoke at 12:30 A.M. ae he passed the passenger elevator after be 
signed out. 

He states that he and a group of aen were waiting on 
the 1st floor for the guard to return so that they could be 
let out of the bl' 1 1 di pq when I I ca•• UP' to them and 
stated he wantedl )to stay because 
there was a fire on the 5th floor and it needed to be located 

0 out. He states That h, stayed because he worked with 
nd wanted to belr£ _find the f1re and that[ ~ 

y with him because~[_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I ladvised that he,I 1 and 
another aan who he a1d not know got on the freight elevator 
at the West end of the building and went to the 5th floor. 

3 
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JNC:kmt 

He states that when the door opened on the 5th floor 
all they could see was smoke and no flames. They 
imaediately closed the elevatoQnd returned to 
the let floor. Be stated that and the other man 
got out of the elevator and wa e owards the d0 or a+ 
the East end of the buildinf • He advised tbatl I 
and be saw al _going up the escalator stairs, 
which were not running, so they decided to follow hi• to 
see if he needed an~hel • He states that between the 3rd 
and 4th floors the urned around and asked them who 

:
h•: y•:• and what ey were doing ot:Jcalator stairs. I_ _ _ lstated that he advised the hat they worked 
n be utld~wanted to help h needed help. 

•• stated th told them to go back downstairs and get 
put of the b • Be states that they returned to the 
2ad floor and exited froa the main entrance to the building. 

b7C 

--~~~~.....,.letated that on the way out be met firemen 
coming in and he told them that the 5th floor was full of 

Re states that after leaving the building be sawl--~ ...... , 
standing in a kind of a da•• lookin' up :: ~hr bu1.J..sU..qg. 

•tated that he tried to talk tot __ . but L....J 
r1-~~~a-c"""""""'ed as though he did not hear his ques ons and 
~r=~-=!!ned speechless, just looking up at the building. 

B• advi•ed that he could o.ny f Ia•es on the 
West side of the building so he and walked around to 
the south side of the building at 1 : •• and saw f laaes 
coming out of a 6th floor window. Be states that also on 
the South side of the building was the ... n who picks up 
trash on tbe 6th floor watching the fire on the 6th floor. 
Be stated that he talked to hia concerning the fire. Also 
on the South side of the building was one fire truck. 

4 
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JlfC:kat 

He advised that at 1:30 A.M. he andl I 
lett the south side of the building and returned to the 
W••t side when the man standing with thea stated that be b7C 
was going to aove his car froa one parking lot to another. 
He statr: ~b·* :: r::"""'°C to the West side of the building, he told__ __ __ Jand the aen talking with them that 
they cou d see e aaes COiling out of the building on the 
South side and all these •en returned with hi• at 1:35 A.K. 
to the South aide of the building to look at the fla•es 
coming out of the 6th floor windows. 

Be stated that at 2:20 A.,. it looked as though 
the fire waa under control. Be and_ l,,..t to the 
West end •t the building, got into their car aad started 
to depart for hoae. .. •ta'ted that at this tiae he was 
stopped by a Pederal •eallltitJ guard aad asked who be was 
and why he was in tbe area. Be advised that he told the 
guard he was an eaplo1ee in the building and had been 
watching the fire froa outside the building. He stated 
tbat the guard took his naae and let him depart for hoae. 

I latated that he has never been on the 
roof '. .ot llPRC and does not have any lmowledce of anyone 
going to the roof or being on the roof the day before the 
fire or the day of the fire. B• also advised that he does 
not know of anyone wbo uy have wanted to start this fire 
or would have a reason to start this fire. 

1 l•dvised that there are eight doors 
lettered tnrougn that lead to stairways on the 6th 
floor. Be states that doors A, B, D, P1 and G are doorways 
that lead to the roof and each doorway requires a key 
'beeere it can be opened. 

5 
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He also stated tbat he has never gone to 
the file rooa area on the 6tb floor and that he baa 

requNt fro~ _ __ I ODlf worked qn th~ Reh floor one other tiae OD a special 

l~----------.,_d_v_i~aed tbat be believe• that the 
floor •dipper, w le ta a 11•u1d that be W>rka with to 
cleaa the floor, ia a fla ... ble liquid. 

B• stated tbat be doff not know of any places 
on th• 6th floor where .. ployeea for llPBC go to hide when 
they are auppoaed to be working. Be states that he baa 
never amoked in a file area nor baa be seen any other 
eaployee do ao. 

6 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7-16-73 
Doh~ ol l1ans.( riplion ___ ~-~ 

I 
...._~~-'Missouri, a summer employee at the Military Personnel 

Records Center, 9700 Page, Overland, Missouri, furnished 
the following information: 

r I began working as al Jat ft.b.L-, 
Military tsersonnel Records Center on May 15, 173 L__J 
~,--~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~ ..... ,is a 
student at uuKe un1vers1~y ana is employed in a summer 
program at the Recor•s Center. 

On July 11, 1973,I I began work at 
approximately 4:00 P.M. He was assigned to the second 
floor of the building and remained there throughout 
the day. His only departure from the second floor 
of this building was during his lunch hour when he went 
to the fifth floor. This occurred at approximately 8:00 P.M. 
Hg returned to the second floor at approximately 8:30 P.M. 

I lcould furnish no information regarding the fire 
at this location nor could he offer any suspects in 
this matter. I lleft the building at approximately b 7C 
12:25 A.M. 

The following description of~'---~lwas obtained 
from observation and interview: 

Name 
Address 

Telephone 
social Security 
Number 

Government 
Identification 
Number 

Hair 
Eyes 
Height 
Weight 
Date of Birth 
Place o:t' Birth 

Bldnde 
Blue 
5'11° 
155 

Interviewed on-;;-,;;;,~7;;,;;-;;;,;1;;;;3;;;;-;;;;7;;;;3;;;;:;;::.::::;;..a.Jly:i:·~' Brentwood, )liseour i 

PY~--~-~"'"!.----------~_ II.JI~ SS _____ Dole d1clote<l 

ssouri 

Iowa 

SL 52-4856 -~ 

7-16-73 

•··- ~~"~M , •commendation' 00 , rnncl";ioos 0 1 rne FBI I! is the pfoper!y o! tfie FBI and;~ looned to your agency; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7-16-73 
Oo1e o i tran scription ____ ~--

t-~~~-,.~~~~~~--~~~~~--~~Illinois, 
~~--~""'!"ir"-l.,.....,....,....1.1..1..a.1,;o;ed at her residence regarding 

....,.....,lilioll..lil.l~....._.......a. ........... ~~~~~ ...... ~whose address was listed 
as advised that she had resided 
at is res ence or approx mately six weeks and had 
purchased this house from Halloran Real Estate, Cahokia, 
Illinois, telepho:e 337-5:00 She advised that she 
did not know on~ 1and that she had been informed 
by a neighbor tna prioro ~er purchasing this residence 
it had been unoccupied for approximately one year. She 
related that she is also an employee of the Federal 
Records Center, 9700 Page, St. Louis, Missouri and was 
e~ployed at this location for three years.r I 
advised that she works on1be first floor ol the '.Federal 
Records Center and her working hours are from 7•30 A M to 
4:00 P.M. and she is classified as al I b7C 

She also advised that she had heard no conversation 
to indicate that the fire at the Federal Records Center 
had been set by anyone. She also advised that she had 
heard no conversation which would indicate that anyone might 
be planning to deliberately set fire to this building. 

\advised that~'~~~~~~~~~__. 
...... ~~~-=============~--

' ~dvised that she reported to work 
on July 12, 1-~l.1 after she had heard of the building being 
on fire; however, returned to her residence when no employees 
could be admitted. 

7-12-73 Centreville, Illinois 
~ntervfewed <Hl---~-~~--a'------~--------File # 

SL 52-4856 -{7 

by ___ S_A-:..1 ____________ I- SS - -----Dale docloted __ 
7_-_l_G_-_7_3 ___ ~--

--~·~Lo t ff"!comm~ndotmn~ nor contlti~1ons of lhe FSJ. !~ Is the properly of the FBI and t& loaned to your 09eoc.y; 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA T!ON 

telephone 
o r parents, 

telephone 
Lr"------,~~~l!"""P'!v~e--"'l!"'!!o~a~n~y--~"'l!"'!!~~P9"'~0~n~she might have 

regar ng the fire at the Federal Records Center (FRC), 
on the morning of July 12, 1973. 

I Jadvised that she was employed the previous 
evening with wor hours from 4:00 P.M. on July 11, 1973 
through 12:30 A.M. on July 12, 1973. She advised that 
her first knowledge of the fire was on departing when 

the fire .. o and police on the premises. 
k oor 

b 7C 

b7C 

)nlo rv ,ewed an ___ 7_-_1_2_-_7_3 ____ ot St. Louis, Missouri file # SL 52-4856 ·ii 

I I 1-1&-13 
f>y ___ S_A...,, ... ____________ t~---- Dote d·,c1at~ d _______ ___ _ 

' • .1.. ~ I-"."~' u ~ s the p roperty ol the FSt and is ~ooned to yovr 09e.()cy; 



fEDERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1,.,.,. -! ' + , , 7/1?/T~. 

was 
-in-f"'""o_naa_....,.tion: 

I I adviaed she has been an employee 
of the record center located•; 97QQ ;·;; ~lvd., Overland, 
Mi~aouri since June 11• 1973. I_ _ ~. states her 
principal duties are that ot I and she n•;··•1: TrlUil on the .-ooad loor o e building. 
1-;advised tll.at on .July 11, 1973, ahe pertoraed 

a :00 to 12:30 All ahift. To the be•t of h•r knowledge 
she stated tllat •b• oblterved nothing out of the ordinary b7 C 
take place durin& the course of the •••ning. She advised 
for the ... jor portion of tbe rx•nipg ..... ,. on the second 
floor where she waa •••iped. _ _states that at 
approximat•ly 12i30 AJI wllile proceeding to tbe west side 
of the building on the a.cond floor to sian out she saelled 
saoke. ~e ~: nqt aure where the aaoke was emanating 
from. I ~tates ake &iJU•d out as sbetmually 
does and et hen ~or heme without anr indication of 
the seriousness of the fire that was taking place at the 
center. 

I Jturther advised she had no idea 
the fire could have s arted, and could think of no 
individuals whom she feels could be responsible for 
starting a fire at the record center. 

how 

7/13/73 Mehlville, Missouri SL 52-4856 
;r.1~:·, ~ ·.-. •·· ! ... • -. _ ____ .. _____ . 

Qk1SA PHILIP GRIVAS: cw 7/16/73 
, ,.,, - ·- -- -- - ·• 

' . ~ - I·, ·1 ' ;I : 1: . i 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1'80MA8 .J. DI.-U.•, ••tM Col..abia, wa• 
int•rvi•w..t at tbe Olive Str.et .... , ~ Olive 
Str .. t, ... prov1tM4 ta• foll9Wi .. iaforaatioa 
reprdi•1 ai• pr .. eac• at ta. •111tary Per.oaael 
Recorcla C•ater (llPaC) oa .IQlJ 11, 1173. 

•• •'&tff 'tllat la.a Ud talk-4 to a tri•• 
ot ai•, •ICllA.i. ~, altCMlt olt.._iai .. iaform&tioa 
r .. artiac lli• GD wllioa u .t.ta1a .. nil• ia ta• 
••rviae. •• wa. tol• '-f UAJln tlaat tMr• waa a 
pesai,ility taat ki• llilitary r .. ord would JM at tb• 
8'ltC U4 tut •, CHIAlfn, ... 1• take 111- 'ill.ere to 
fiM oat if Ilia r ... r• -., ta tact, •' tM aecoru 
ceater. TMJ weat to tae ...... Oeat•r • .1•11 11, 
1973, arri•iac tur• at ~t•lJ 1:16 A.•. •• 
•tatecl tut tuy cotll41 aot ti.t &aJ ot lli• recer49 
t~•r• ... _,.., to t•• fourt~ floor ,,.._r• taey talked 

~UlY.: _ 17 t_ 1873 

to a c._plai• fri•aAI of ED'•· nil• ia tu caaplain'• 
office, t~•J -...eel tke telepao... Ta.y l•ft th• 
cbapl&iR'• office aad tbe C••t•r at approxiaately ll:OO A.•. 

jf'"I I>-' • I ,....• '· ~ ._I ! 

IRIJIILE i• d••cribecl •• folio ... : 

Rae• 
Sez 
Bei1bt 
1fei1~t 
Date, place of birt~ 

By ea 
•ir 
Social S•curity •uaber 
.lmploy•cl 

!WMIAS J. ftDILE 
t11-.. Col .. bia, St. Loui•, 

•i•80W"i 
Wlait• 
•l• 
8'1" 
17~ 
Oc~ob9r 28, 19,5, st. Loui•, 

Mi••our1 
a1ue 
arowa 
•n-•e-4907 
Olive Str .. t w ... , 3t08 Oli~•, 

St. Louia, •1••our1 

7 /13/73 St. Lo•i•, Miaaouri 

SA HKU.Uf S • lUCJIOLS J.Jv' : pclp 7 /17 /73 
I '. 1 '. 1>- ·1 •, 11 1 ' ,;.. ·~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

, . ---~u}l 17, 1973 

I f urniabed 
tb• followi .. iaformatioa r ... ~iac th• fir• oa 
Jul7 lJ, 1973, at tu •ilitary Pen•-•l aeeorM 
c .. t•r (llPl&C), OY•rlaa•, .1 .. our1 • 

._~~~~__.latat .. •ll• i• ac::::Jyear old coll•&• 
atudeat wlao waa bire4 te work 4uriac i-· •1 1r at 
th• 11P11C ea •1 io&, ins, .. al _ .. r ... 1 
work llova are :tram 4: oo P .•. to a:30 J. .• ........ , •• 
Sil• •t•t941 tut •la• worir..4 ll•r ••l •b.itt oa .l•lJ 11, 
1973, 1'Mr• aa.. -. ooafu..4 -tlJ to tM :tint floor. 
Sile a .. 941, llow.Yer, u .. t •M ••lly wera oa tile 
aeoos.cl floor aa4 •t• l•c.la at ta.. ••••r loeate4 
oa tu fifth floor. Ill• &M-4 tut aa ala• ,... leaviq 
werk at ap•r•xiaately 1J;30 A.•., .l•lJ 11, 117S, •ll• 
ba4l lleAri tll&t a fir• IUMI •'•ri.. oa tu •ixtll :floor 
of the 9ul•tac aad ••tio .. tu fir• traalla, etc., 
bu.t aa4I aot 1teea &4v1•e4 prier to 1.1: SO u .. i •M or any 
of Iler co-werllert1 wol.114 ll••• to 1 .. v• tile buil41q. 

I l11aally atate4. ah• ha• ao idea 
wao cou.ld llav• PG41•i~ly •t•rt .. tile fir•. 

Tbe followinc infonaatioa waa obtained through 
interview and oa.ervatioa: 

•••• Date of birtb 
Acklr••• 

llPaC Badee nuaber 
Social Security 1'Ullber 
B•icbt 
Weis ht 
Ey .. 
Sex 
Race 

7 /12/73 ,, Web9i•r 

I 

s~ ___ I :pdp 

, . , , I . , . ~ .. 

5 2" 
110 
Blue 
F ... le 
Whit• 

_! q ; ._. 1 .. ·1 :1 1 ,..,..~ -----·-
7 /17 /73 

b7 C~ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/17/73 
D o le ol t,- o ns;e r 1pt1on~~----

~ ltelephoDe 
Du•b•r ~,~~~~~,__p_r_o_v~1~a~.~a,.....,t~b-.--f~o·1·1-aw--1-.-.--1-ld--o~r ... tion with 
regardo tbe !!"re at the Military Personnel Recorda 
Center (KPBC) OD July 12, 1973: 

1 l•tated tat at appro:sillately 10:50 
to 11:10.•. on tlii a111at ot Jul1 11, 1173 -·,,... at 
N•lao•'• Dr:lv1• aaace wllicla i• located W•t ot •PRC. 
lfhile llt tla• raase he could obaer-.• tile W•t aid• of tbe 
Center where he .aw •oae •iK to •lcbt raw11 of tluore•cent 
light• buraiq on tlae 6th floor. Be •t&ted that he 
recall• thi• bee&••• to the b .. t of bi• knowleda• he 
could not recall •••ills that uaouat ot li1ht. on OD the 
top :floor of the aecordll ceater at tllat tia• of n.iaht before. 
Be added tbat he so• to tile DriviDS &aac• oace or twice a 
week ancl tbat thi• wa• tb• fir•t tiae be bad noticed any 
light• on on the upper floor of tbt build1n1. B• •tated 
that when he 10• to the aance be uually arriv• at 
10:30 P.M. and leaves at approxillat•lJ 11:15 P.M. Be 
•tated tbat he contacted the Jl&l'J &ids• Police Department 
who told bill to contact the Federal Bur•u of Investigation. 

b7C 

b 7C 

Inte r viewed on __ 7/_l_S_/_7_3 __ ~a._l _____ ,.___ll_i_a&_our __ i __ File # _S_L_5_2_-48 _ __ 5_s~s;~·~~ 
,f)J 

SA_I _____ !mt 7/17/73 
b y --·-------- -----··--·---·-··· --... ·--- Da te dicta ted __ _ 

Thi!. do<urnent co nloins neither recommend a tio ns n o r co n c lus.1o ns o t the F BI It is rhe property of the FBI and is loaned to yovr agency; 

i i ,.,l"'I~ ih c onte n ts. o r e 11 0 1 to be di slr ib v le d o utside yo u r ("] g~ ncy. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

'• 1,. ' 
July 17, 1173 

._~~~~~~-Illiaota, provide4 the followiac iatoraation 
r ... rdi•& the fir• at ta. •ilitary Per•oaa•l aeeorct. 
Ceater (...C) oa JulJ 11, 1'73: 

I latated ta.at be 1• a _I_""!"'!!"' _______ _ 
for th• s~rry uaiY&c cowaaa1. looaS .. at 4t .. Li ... 11 
BouleYar4. B• •t•tMI _ti.. ,.iyM; 

ter ia -• Oil ta. foert.la flow at ta.. .-C. I 
•Nted oa Jaly 12, lt'1S, ae Iii .... ia at 11:20 A.M. 
lail• 41oiq ao h• uar4 aireM, •••t" tut a. 

arri~ .. for work at •••roxi.tel1 ta. -.. ti- .. tu 
fire tr....a. A• II• waa ••t•ri .. tn 9yiltiq, he aaw 
a black 1 ... 1. ftO he ka,.. M ly a. I Jf no WOrU 
Oil tile tourtll floor u a_ r. I ... told 
bia tllat .... _., -11 .. net· 1• tltt c~uter room and ta• aakedl I to oa11 tu s.ard ••4 tiad out nere tile ... ke -. caaiac troa. .. wa. 
later told lllJ •cm•-• tut tiler• ..,.. a fir• oa the airlh 
:fleor aad t•t tile fire Hpartaeat waa oa th• W&J. Wbil• 
still ia ta. eatrJ't'SY to ta. Q ... o9taiaiac 
hi• vi•itor'• ...._., be aaked if tlleJ laad •bYt 
d..,. the compgten on the fov oor aa4l •IM aaid no. b7C 
B• left t•• 1•ard'~ aaa 1N•t to th• fCMarta floor 
wure be talke41 to L___J&M a fir..an wH were •ta•diag 
i• ta• hallway di•o••iac th• fire. .. CUU1ot recall 
w-.&t taey ••14, ho ... ver. •• cont1age4 ·o b• 
went into tile coaputer room wlMr• .la• aa• a.bgt don 
tu computer• and retw-ae4 to tu firat oor aa• eveatually 
left t~• bu114iac at approxiaately 3:00 A.M • 

.._ _____ l.tate4 tbe fire appareatly aad •tarted 
prior te bi• arrival at llftC aa41 iaat a. ~ - firH 
ia tu paat looat" in tile r .. troem9 tram time to tia• 
aad au hear• of other•. .. •t•tM tut in r .. ar41 to 
t•e fir .. in th• ;aat, it .... ec1 to aill iaat t••1 alw•J• 
occurred alter tbe ••coad •bitt bad left. Tile All •bift, 
waicb i• froa approzi.laately •iclaiabt to 8:00 A.M., 
oontaina oaly COllP•t•r operatio•• people aad a aec&Uity 
force. Tll1• aaouata to no aore tlaaa l3 people at th• 
Recoru Center dariq tile earlJ 110rDiDa bour11. Tllia beiq 

:f1l . 1·-1 ·:·.-, ,_ • .-j ··_) 1' ... 1/1311~--- , ___ 8~_J.~oui_~1 Mi~~O'!!i 

- sA) _____ ~1 : J>:d__p , _,_ , . ... l + ' •:1 ... 7 /17 /73 

:, I , ·, 1 ' !'; -•. ,, '+ .. • j \ •_ • _ • I , \ 1_ I 11 '1 ; 1 (' I 11 , I_' ' I ' - . _ · f f"1 I - l ' ' - l .: 1 • : ~ 



SL 52--4856 

th• c•••, aay •trancers ia the 9uildin& would be noticed. 
Ke aaid he It.a• •o idea w~o •i1at ... v• started the fire. 
At approxiaately 6:30 A.M. h• r•t~rAed to tae .. RC 
for a •••iinc with tee ~ta Proc .. •181 :O.••rtaeat 

Jin the parki•1 lot. 

Ta• followias iaforaatiOA ••• ebtaiae« tarouch 
interview aad ob9ervatio•: 

" .... Date of birth 
Social Security •t.1a'Der 
••tc11.t 
Wei1bt 
IJ•• 
Race 
Sex 

2 

5'1" 
140 
81.ae 
n1ie 
Male 

b 7C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l •.1", . . l • ·_ii :r.·.' -

Ki••ouri, ... iltirviiwii at 161 Olive Streit 1 ... , 
3IGI Olive ltr .. t, It. LOui•, •la8•uri, .... provi•-' 
tb• followiaa i•formatioa: 

July 17, 1973 

____ ,,...l.tatM IM 1a -.1o~ed at tlM •i•teaaaee 
Depart .. at of tu •1• ai.nria c-...,. .. .... .. 
tMt lt.e _. ... 1., .. at tu 11111iar1 .. r••-1 .... 1'49 
c .. t•r ( .. C) wllil• a a--.rYut t..- .,._...,., 19'73, 
to Pelar•rJ, 19"71, a total tt.e of ......-1111at•l1 elx 
we•a. .. 04Ml'tialle4 lty •htl• tM* • 1;M -~1•f Of 
JulJ 11, lrll -· ... • frtssllllJ ~ _weat 
t• tM--: I I I 

wa. ia tlN .. r~io•. At tM ...c •lllier ... t te tu fogrtb 
fleer wtler• tMJ tal.W tol I .. alate4 b7C 
tllat t.IMy were ia tu c .. t•r ler anmliitely 011e &H 
oae-bal:f lloura. TMJ arrivM at a....-xi.ma,•lJ' 1:15 A.II. 
&Dd left at ••proxi•tely 11:00 A.•. 

Be coatactecl ti.. F81 after •• keard •boat the 
fir• 'be4ia"8e M ka.,. bi• .... weuld be oa tile 111et1t r•1i•ter 
and ti. th• FBI or •011eoD.e ...ald. be talkiq to th- aooner 
or later. 

1! 11 •:•' .... ··-·.·1•11 . .r 

•aae 
H•isat 
••i1bt 
By ea 
Bair 
Dat• of birth 
Social Security 1'U111Mr 

1LJ.3113-

.54 _________ r , ~_J>_ 
'J. , .. _ .... ,.. ,-.· ,_,. + • ·1 11 ", ', ··· · ·1 ' 1- ·· I . . .. . -1 +· t · . .t ,., -.,- ,,.., " I,. ' · 1., I · ' 

5 1 llt' 
210 
Blue 
Brown 

~ 1- l ' .. 1 ·JI .... I I 7 /17 /73 
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FEDERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/17/73 

._ _______________ ___.furnished 

tbe followiq 1D.toru.t1oai 

._ ___ l.tated that he is eaployed at the 
Military P9raoaael Recoru Center (llPRC). B• worka the 
eveaiJIC •hift frOll. 4100 P.M. to 12130 A.M. Oil July 11, 
1973 lM ,...ll .. lllie replar •llift a .. left at 12i30 A.II. 
B• atated tbat aa be wu leaviac be heard tllat there wae 
a fire at tb• C•ter but knows notlliq more with regard 
to tbe fire. Be atated that he -111 wora Oil the 4th 
floor, di• aot work on th• fth floor at all the night of 
July 11, aad went home richt after hi• abift ended. He 
also atated tllat be can think of no one who would wish 
to start a fire at tb• Center and could furnish no 
iat ..... tioa a. to tbe fire itaelf. 

fte followin1 infor-tion was obtained through 
interview and observation: .... 

Jl&ce 
Sex 
Beiaht 
Weight 
Bres 
Bair 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
MPRC Badge Nuaber 
Socia 1 Security 

Account Nwaber 
laployaent 

7/17/73 

kno aiddle naae >I 
~N~e-cr __ o___ ~~~~-

Kale 
5•7u 
215 pounds 
Brown 

IO'llc_I ------

1nH-- '. ··.- 1 ,.. ·.;o,, ~ .~ :-n - ---· .. _ Br-~~ood~ _11.isa~ i _ 
L 1 ) 1_ :tJ" 

SL 52-4856 !2). 
!;-'"'; 

SA BBRllAli So NICHOI.B:kllt 

.. ·-- -- . \...,.. --

7/17/73 
~'· -, 

,•1. -11. ']. ; " 

'r· 1s .--! ,-_,~·-.J r--.e n1 r or·. ~'i • I '~ ,-, ~11 1· . ._, , ,_. , ,_ , ~ ·1 :1· , , 1 ·-. f'. 1• ' L _;_ C 

b7C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

f, " ' \, ' . ' I · ' ____J_y,ly 17 /'U_ 

on JilI 16. 1973.I 1 ... interviewed at 
his re•idence, ~-----------__.~Ki .. ouri, and 
fm-niahed the following infor .. tion: 

la ta ted that when he went 
floor for ...... br_•_ll_a..,.t around HT•n thirty, he 
sixth floor with! ~to talk to hla, 
hi.a itt.ak and dill Hot ga mck up. 

up to the fifth 
walkad •P to the 
but left after 

----~' advi•ed tha ~ I alway• P" hia a 
ride holMt aDd that on July 11, 1973, tbey were 1oing to the 
oar at approxi .. tely 2:20 p.m., after watchtnc the fir•, and 
were •topped by a •eourity i\l&rd who aaked the• who they 
were and what they were doing. After tellinc the aecurity 
guard that they •<9bd in the building and tba t they bad 
stayed to watch the fire, they were allowd to leaw. 

r · I - r t ,- •· . .... , l ·. ·I. 
July 16/73 

&_I ____ [:~•l July 17/'73 

I' , i · I ·"•:· >-+ ·.1 _; : :h t"' .:~.· ;~r·, d I:, ~. ;:_, ,_1 :1~d l( /(·•J ' ··l "J •-·l•.t; 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Cll July : lt:[ l.u int•rviewed 

~!r!~:b!:9!::8:il ;DC :ror•tton: l•!8•ourt, aad 

r ~tated that OD tbe Diaht Of .JUlJ' 11 1 1973, 
he worba t&i 4:00 to 12:30 p.a. •hitt at tlle •atlo•l 
P9non•l .. cord• Center when he bad been ••Plo,.d for 
approzi•tely •••n montba u a cu•todial eaplo,.•. 

r ""YS..ed that he Worlriff iD the HGODd and 
third :floQI tbi preTiOU DlSbt and coo-ion to go 
to the t if tb floor waa :tor a break. ata ted tba t be 
did not •e anyone So to the aizth t oor ar DC thr ;•u*J:I 
did not know wbo ... •orkiac up tbe:re tbat n11ht. _ _ _J 
farther ad•U.• that he lmew ll09t of tbe people wo~r~i ....... n_g_t~6~.--
n1sbt •bift a.ad did not ••• anyone who waa not uaally 
workinc at nlcht. b7c 

I 1.tatect th&~ 1 
_____ l1ef't the bUilding at approzliitely 11:08 aa4 bad h•r<i 
no aentton of a tire at that tU. and lad detected no •aola.. 

aation: 
_____ lprovided the following baokpound infor-

11aae: 
DOB: 
POB: 
Bei1ht: 
Weight: 
Hair: 
Tyea: 
Muaation: 

Re•ldence: 

Telephone number: 

I (w1 .. ouri 
l'if" 
175 pounda 
Bra.n 
Br09D 
wor .. n4J Blgh School, 
St. Loal•, Mtaaoari 

-------~1811ouri 

inie• v •., ... ed on July 12/13 01 St. LOui•, M1aaouri 

by SA-•--t,I ________ _._ 

. SL 53-4816 §1 
File # I!' 

PBa :1111 July 17/73 
-·-~--------Date dic1ated~~-~-~---~ 

Th; ,. ~,, ,. um~nt (onloin:s. nt;"tith~r r-e(mnmendation!' nor conch..1~1orts ~) j th~ FBI. 11 i'S the propt'!tly of !he FBI ·and ~S loaned •o yovr 09ef)<.Y; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote o f ' 'o "''''P''o" July 17/73 

lna interviewed at 
r1uasour i, and 

...._ ___ l .... atated that on tbe night ot July 11, 1973, 
he worked the 4:o6 to 12:30 p.a. •hift at the Rational 
Per•onnel ll•cord• oent•r and waa jut about to leaft the 
building when he beard that • tire bacl brobn out. r 
advised that he worbd on the fir•t floor that nishf""-.-na--­
hia only oooa•lon to go to tbe top two floors that.night was 
to eo to the fifth floor at approzi .. tely 7:30 p.a. tor a 
break. I ~tated that F: 0 uv wn1. h• kn:-fho 
warlr~ "11 f !:.i,. z+ i. .Ur.=t=t ;_:::;;; DO; :; 

0 ~ - ;aw th- ~:;vidual• So upatain at 5:00 p,a, and 
aawbea com down at approximately 11:30 p.m. 

~ 
ladvi89d that hi• job 1'1111 I laid he had been doins that ..-..Wllt•,_·-~~~~~~:""""""l"""'~at 

the Rieor a Center on June 18, 1973. 
he did not ••• anyone who did not wor 

I provided the following background inf or-
•tion: 

•-: I I DOB: 
I POB: IMi•90uri 

Bair: Brown .,... : Blae 
Height: 5 1 10" 
••tsht: 2 
Bduoatlon: Bish School, 

ourl 
B••idance: 

Telephone nuabe 

b7C 

.,/73 St Lo is 111 .. oarl SL 52-4856 _c-t// 
tn te<viewed on_J'-U_l---'y"--1_• ____ .Qf • U I _______ File# ____ _ ~ 

--------P~r~b--Sl&I 
by.---~!""""'~""""'!!~""""'!!=~!""""'~ 

July 17/73 
______ Do li:. d1 c1ated ______ _ 

Th i'S d o c. u ment co r.ialn s neithe r r ec.o mm e nd ati o n 'S nor co nc l u~ •ons •J i the ~ B ~ :tis tht;! p rope r ty of ~he FB~ and is loaned to yov r agenc y; 
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(Mount Cl I pp Ing In Space Below) 

All not lost i~-~moki 
. . - . ·--·-··-··· ·-.....: .. . -

0£records.3)ff icials sa}<. 
I . 

'-=--=--WI By AM>REW WILSON . 
Globe-Democrat StaH Writer 

While records destroyed in · the f.ire at the 
Military Personnel .Records Center here ·are 
••a great ·loss," ·the Veterans Ad-ministration 
has· other sources of information "that will 
-minimize any chance of a person losing a 
legitimate claim," a Veterans Administration 
spc>kesman said ,Friday. 

The fire that .raged through the two­
block-'long buillding at 9700 .Page ave. in 
Overland ror •m<Jre than :u hours finally was 
brought under contral Friday mcrning. 

The cause of the .fire was undetennlned, 
and an arson investigation was being con­
ducted. 

Fl-arnes are believed to have destroyed al· 
most all at the Army's records on .service­
men retired or discharged from 1912 to the 
early J96as. These records were stored on 
the silfth floor, where much of the fire was 
concentrated. 

mE DEPAR1MENT of Defense . also re­
ported that records of more than 300,000 per­
sons released from ~ Anny in the last 
!Jhree years were stored on the fire-damaged 
sixth floor, including records of some cases 
pending before- the Army Discharge Review 
Board. The records were not formal dis­
charge papers, but release, forms placing 
servicemen on inactive reserve. 

Brig. Gen. Louis Prost, commander of lhe 
0.S. Army Reserve Component, Personnel 
and Administration Center, said less than J 
per cent of the records Involved cases pend· 
ing before the review board. 

Some r~ords 10{ persQlls dishonorably dis­
charged from the Army would be in Army 
m6rning reports on file with other .agenci!!S, he said. . . 

Dishc;inorably discharged persons who tried 
l6 t-OlliB\i their cases would cause . problems 

if ~eir records were destroyed ~the 
morning reports do not detail the circum­
stances of their release from service, Prost 
said. 

AT A PRESS conference officials of the 
General Services Administration were ques­
tioned . closely about the building's design. 
The record center has no fire walis to pre­
ivent flames from spreading and has sprink­
ler sy9tems on only die first and part of the 
second floors. 

James B. Rhoads, a U. S. archivist from 
Washington, D.C., said the GSA did not de­
sign the building and that it was transferred 
from the aegis of the Department of De­
fense. 

Asked if he would store important docu­
ments in any building that did not have fire 
safeguards, regardless c1f t~e .. designer, 
Rhoads .replied, "Not voluntarHy. · 

Officials denied that any highly sensitive 
documents or papers relating to national 
security were lost in the fire. 

THE REVIEW BOARD, an aide to Sym­
in·gton was told hears appeals from persons 
who ·received '"less than honorable" dis­
charges from the Army. The Defense De· 
partment told Symington it is "uncerta~n 
now what impact .will result" if records m 
such a_i:peals cases are lost. · 

A spokesman for 1he Veterans Admiirlstra­
tion in Washington, D.C., told 1'be Gl~· 
Democrat the .fire should have "no impact 
on the 13 mHUon that are currently receiv­
ing VA benefits." Records of ~e persons 
are il'iled in 57 Veterans Adminlstration re­
gional offices, 169 hospitals and two insur­
ance centers, he sa.1# 

"In addition to ·tbeSe records," the spokes­
man said, "the VA stilil has other baoku.p 
files contQlinlng essential information that 
would facilitate handling of new 'ij)f5ucahiftt• 

• 

(Indica te page, name of 
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• 
.. Imm neterans whose files may have been 

destroyed in the fires. 
"Sinee l~ our data processing center at 

Austin, Tex., has kept computer .master rec· 
ords on Vietnam veterans dischaiiged since 
1968." 

ALSO IN WASHINGTON, the Veterans Ad­
ministration spekesman said, are master 

computer records on 32 million living and 
dead veterans or all the arme<I services. In­
cluded are dates, branch of service, cha·rac­
ter of discharge and other mforma~ion nec­
essary to process claims on school loans, 
pensions and medical and hospltal care. 

_The only serious problems, the spokesman 
said, may be encountered hy veterans dis­
charged more than five years ago who 
make their fil'St claim for some kind of Vet­
erans Administration service. Hawever, he 
said, most initial claims are fi.led within five 
years of discharge, so these cases would be 
rare. 

Even in cases where service-connected 
disability records might be lost in the fire 
the Veterans Administration e-0uld have oth· 
er ways of processing a claim, he added, 
11uch as oheckiilng copies of records kept by 
veterans, requesting affidavits from doc-

) 

tors in military hospitals or -friends and ci­
vilian medical treatment records. 

IT WILL BE -more of a pr®lem for the 
VA processing these claims lbut not for the 

• 
---- - - --- -----

in di vi dual veteran, llhe s p 0 k e s ii a ri laid, 
sirlce other sources rwtn have to be located 
if needed information is found to be in fire­
desttoyed records. 

"We aren't saying it Isn't a great loss," 
he stressed, "but we're trying to point out 
that as ·far as VA records are concerned, 
there are other rerords and source$ ~ In· 
formation that will -minimize any dlance d. 
a :person losing a '1egltimate claim." 

He said widow,-; or veterans who meet cer­
tain income criteria are eligYble for pension 
without having a ccmplete record of the ve­
teran's mflitary servjce. Only the dat&s "­
service, already on file with the Veterans 
Administration, are required, •he taid. • 

An advisory committee to study all facets 
of the fire has been appointed and will con­
vene no later than Tuesday, the GSA 
announced Friday. 

The comm1ttee is cha-ired by Dee A. Pat­
terson, acting regional commissioner of 
public buildings. Other committee members 
are J. C. Spradley, dire<:tor of the design 
and construction- division; Wendell Sisk, 
chief, acquisition branch; Harold Lowe, 
special assistant to the regional administra­
tor, and James L. Keating, regional coi­
sel. Kenneth Bollard, comptroller of e 
reserve component at the center, and F -
rest Weir, office of federal records, II 
serve as ex-officio committee members. 
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Date: 1 /17 /73 

PLAIN TEXT Transmit the following in 
(Type in plaintexl or code) 

TELETYPE URGENT 
Via--------- (Priority) I 

·------------------------------------------------L---- --- -
TO . . 
FROM: 

DIRECTOR 

ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 

,7 /12/73. DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS. 

ACCESS FOR EXAMINATION TO 6TH FLOOR, NPRC-M, GAINED 

INSTANT DATE. THOROUGH EXAMINATION REFLECTS COMPLETE DEVASTATION 
S /IL VA-e-1413<-t 

OF 6TH FLOOR WITH SMALL PERCENT OF RECORDS PARTIALLY ---· 

AND BALANCE TOTALLY DESTROYED. 

NO -PHYSICAL EVIDENCE OF ARSON UNCOVERED. PROBABLE ORIGINAL 

SITE OF FIRE DETERMINED TO BE NEAR CENTER OF BUILDING WHICH IS 

PRESENTLY BURIED UNDER TONS OF CONCRETE IN 2 TO 3 FEET OF WET 

CHARRED RUBBLE FROM BURNED RECORDS. 

DUE TO COLLAPSED NATURE OF ROOF WHICH WAS CONSTRUCTED OF 

10 INCHES OF CONCRETE, THOROUGH EXAMINATION FOR ARSON WILL NOT BE 

POSSIBLE AS ORIGINAL FIRE SITE PERMANENTLY INACCESSIBLE AND WILL 

BE DEMOLISHED AS THE 6TH FLOOR IS REMOVED M HEAVY CONSTRUCTION 

EQUIPMENT. 

OUl'LOOK FOR BALANCE OF BUILDING APPEARS MORE FAVORABLE; HOWEVER, 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS' CORE SAMPLES NOT IN._!~~,i.ll¥~ 6e) 
St. Louis SEARCHED-7"J~-

RS: lhc 
1 IN'JCXED 

fll£D t7.h>. .. 
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FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in 
(Type in plaintext or code/ 

Via--------- (Priority) ! 

·------------------------------- - ----------------L------- -
SL 52-4856 

PAGE TWJ 

DETERMINATION STILL TO BE MADE. TENTATIVE PLANS OF RECORDS INCLUDE 

REMOVAL OF ALL FILES FROM 4TH AND 5TH FLOORS WHICH INVOLVE ARMY 

RESERVE AND ALL PERIODS OF NAVY SERVICE TO TEMPORARY STORAGE 

AREA. TOXIC . FOGGING OPERATIONS PLANNED FOR REMAINDER OF 

BUILDING TO PRESERVE BALANCE OF RECORDS IN BUILDING FROM MILDEW 

AND ROT. ST. LOUIS CONTINUING INTERVIEWS OF ALL PERSONS LOGGED 

IN BUILDING AT TIME OF FIRE TOWARD POSSIBLE DETERMINATION OF 

ARSON; HOWEVER, SEVERAL NATURAL CAUSES OF FIRE BEING CONSIDERED 

BY EVALUATION COMMITTEES INCLUDE ACCIDENTAJ,, ELECTRICAL, 

SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION AND SEVERAL OTHER CAUSES. ST. LOUIS 

REMOVING BUREAU DOCUMENTS FROM BUREAU SPACE LOCATED THIS BUILDING 

7/18/73. p 

END 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

[ , , 1, _ J'_UlJ _17_, J.973 

I -. aclviaed 
of tn• id""'e-n""!"t""!"i""!"'t-1-o""!!'t""""!""t!!""'lle-i'!""a-t-•-r-... -i!""'n~i!""' .. - .... .l-1-•-•l aa w. 11 
•• th• tact taat Ii• waa Miq i•t•r•ifte4l-.c•r•ina 
a poasibl• federal violatioa ia coaaeotion wit~ 
de•truction of Govern••nt property. 

I ladvi• .. tut a. i• -•loyecl 
at ta• Kilitary .. reea••l R•conlm c .. t•r ( ... C) •• 
an iateraitt .. t ..,101•• aad tllat ~19 job 1• to 
•••rca for reoor41a. Be -. Deell -.101" t•r• •1••• 
May 21, 1973, aad worka fro. 7:30 A.•. to •: .. ~.•. 
on tlae aixtla :floor. •• stated tbat oa .Jaly 11, 1173, 
he arrived at work aa UllU&l at approaimatel7 7:16 ~.•. ••4 aotice4 ao uuu&l acitv1i1 .. or ia41Yidaal.9 
oa th• •1xth floor an tll&t clay. 

I latatecl tlaat ailiout a week or 
two &co be turaid Oa a fU OD tu aiztll floor Wllicll 
he d .. crieed •• a lars• f loer taa approxillately 6' 
hisb with 18" bl.ad .. aYrroua4ie41 b7 wire proteotioa. 
Siace tlaea• lara• taas o:ft•• take -••ral ai••t-
to reach ta.tr fqll apae41, be did .. t atay to ••tio. 
wllether tae el.Ml•• Ms•a to tura or •ot. SQiaut .. b7C 

0 ke waa aotif1ed by a feaale ... 10, .. , 
taat tllat particular taa waa aot te be a 

tk• wire prot9Ctioa wa• beat aa4 t~• ~l..._ would 
not tura :freely. Be tbeD o119•rYM a oo-itlerable aaou.at 
of .. ok• to IM ooai.. troa the faa -tor and •• ioed 
taat a •-11 a.out of oil ~ clri)tpff froa tllie faa oato 
t~• floor. After unplussi.lla t~e :raa, be wrote a -11 
aot• oa a pi•c• of paper nicll aai.a "Do aot ••" ud 
taped tbi• aot• to tu fan. .. •'At•• tlaat aiaoe tut 
ti .. -· Ila• nev•r .... t~• faa ia &i9e altaeaca it ... 
aever rep&tr.cl or r.-ovM fr• tu •ixtll tloer. .. 
•t•t-4 tut IM laad 110 14 .. wlleiiMr or 11ot 1;9e taa could 
II.av• -... t~• cau•• of th• fire but felt iaat t~i• 
iatoraation aay De of ..... u.e i• d•~eraiai .. ta• c•~•• 
of tit• :fire • 

.. ia de•eribetl •• follows: 

7 /12/73 Xonaaady, •t .. ouri SL 52-485t r!J/ 
·,--, ,· - ' ·· · -- .·.· t ,;: · , )i 

' ~,~1._1 -----' : pdp 7/16/73 

. • ·, r, - . ~ r'-1 ,._ r 1'1 1- ,_··l.' i • ::1 ... ,, ·',,. 1-·· :. 1·· ·.- •-, -~ ' •1\ ,_• ;. ·-: ·Jn .::' . :, l(• r.,.1 111_- .j I;. ·; •.•'.• ; •;1 --: :l •_ y ; 
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.... 
Addresa 

Telep!:l.oae 
Race 
Sex 
P&renta 

Date of birth 
Jl•i1ht 
1f•i11lt 
Hair 
lye• 
Military ••rviee 
Social Security :Ruaber 

Ml .. ourl 
I I 
bite 

1 :~: ... aL:::J 
6 3° 
160 
Black 
arowa 
IOA! 

J 
l1a a full tia• atQdtnt at St. Louis 

UniveraitJ-.~~~~......11 

2 

b7 C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

- ~~_l)'.' _17_, __ l ~73 

--~~~~~~~~~~~~--,... a4vi•ed ot 
the identity of t~• iaterview.taa Ac••t a. .. 11 .. th• 
fact taa'sb• waa tt.ins ia~ervi .... coDOerai .. • poaaible feeeral 
violation in coaaectiea. with d .. truetion of Governaent 
pro .. rty. 

S~e &dvia9tl ahe O~tai-.4 •Ullller ... lO)'IMDt 
at tbe •ilitary Pel'8oa.el Recor .. Ceat•r (llPllC) OD 

M&J 13, 1973, WIMtre •IM i• -•loye4 ia a til• •ariti­
cation project. She •t•te4 ti.at aJM ,..rim tla• •ioo P.M. 
to 12:30 A.•. •~ift aad t~t ••• arriv~ ter work oa 
July 11, 1973, at 3:&5 P.•. sa. •t•t-4 t~t •~• .... t 
tile ••tire eveaiaa oa ttae aecoa• floor aad r ... 1 ... *a.re 
tbrousll b.•r lwacb bour. s ... •tateci tllat at appl'9xiaately 
12:20 A.•. •b.• waa on tile fir•t floor aad wa. ready 
to ao hOIM •••a •Ile aear4 ao.eea• .. T taat there ... a 
fire GD th• fourth .floor. To .. tia.ty .Mr 0L11"1oaity sh• 
tGok an elevatGr to ta• fourth floor aad o1-erYe4 
a conaiderable aaowat of .aoke; however, •h• did Dot 
o ... •rve aay fir• aacl U..41•t•ly retu.rnecl to tb• firat 
floor aad lltt tJae Ouildiq. Sh• r ... iaed i• tile b7C 
area~: util approxiaately 3: 00 .& .•. watclliaa ta• buildiq 
burn aa4 obtlervi•s ti.. fir .... in action. 

Sh• •tated tut durinc ta• co'11"9• ot tile 
eveai~ ••• noticed 110t~iac ua .. ual aad altboua~ ••• 
i• Dot :faailiar wiih all o1 tbe ... loye .. on•• 
•ecoad :floor, •ll• :failed to o .... rv• aayoae no loel&:ed 
•• tllloYSh IM did aot beloaa there. 

--~~~~~-'1• ... cribe4 •• 1ollow.: .... 
Ad'1reu 

Teleph-• .. ~ 
Sex 
Date of birth 

7/lJ/73 ; 1• •• -.- 1- ··./';o;, : ; ;I _ -- --· _ ·-- __ _ 

. . -~------------
• • 1\ ! l • ' •-'l:i++ ;l > ·f,·, + ' ' I 

l _____ l •t•ourt 

7/!6(°73_ 
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Bei&ht 
W•icat 
Kyu 
Dir 
Marital 
Parents 

atatua 

Social S•curity Wuaber 

5'8" 
125 
Blu.e 
Black 
s•u1• 

._I __ ___.I ud I .... •4clr••, ..... ~~~~~~~~~...1 
- b7C 

J--~~~~__.l1• a full ti.. etueeat at St. Louia 
Univeraiy. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

j= .. _,1, . .. . . , .... _ J_u:t._y __ 17- ._ 1-9~3 

~ ,,,.. aclvi-.cl of the identity 
of th• ia ervi .. iq a.c .. t •• well aa tb• fact that h• 
wa• beiac iaterview.4 coaoeraiae a PG9•ible federal 
violatioe ia coaaectioa with detstructioa of GoYer .. eat 
property. 

I la4vi•ed taat It• ba• be .. -.pl.,ed 
witb t1a1 p. a. lilit•n ia.no. .. 1 aeoo.ra C••t•r (JIPRC) 
•• a I _J for t.h• p&19t tllr" 1 .. r•. 
B• advi••d tbat lM aaa be•• worki .. tu 3:00 P.•. to 12:30 
ebitt tor the p&•t year aad tilat oa J~ly 11, 1973, be 
arrived at work at approxiaately 2:50 P.•. Be atate4 he 
apent the entire evenia1 worki•I oa tb• fourth floor 
and that ehortly after 12 aidaisht be returned to tb• f irat 
floor wb•r• he •i1aed out aad ,,.. waitiac to 10 boae. 
K• reoalled that approxi ... tely at 13:20 •.•. he heard 
aD iadiv1dual •~outi .. that there waa a fire oa five 
and •ix. I ltaea 1xited th• buildiD& at the 
r••r entraace (weat) and waa thea 1raatecl pera1••1on 
by hi• au,..rvi•or to go ao.e. 

--~~~-' •tat.cl tbat h• aoted notki•1 unllSu&l 
durin& th• cour.e of th• eveaiac aor did ~• ooiio• any 
wata•iliar eeploJ•H in th• buiMiq. lie •t&t-4 that 
if th• fire were tk• re•ult ot araon he ..... uaable to 
fur•i•h auy .... pect• in ta• .. tter. 

Be i• •••cri»-d •• followa: .... 
Add.rHa 
T•leplaone 
Race 

I 1 
_I ----' St • :d,u1a ••ro 

b7C 

A.M. 

Sex 
Date of birth 
Reis ht 1:: b7C 

We11ht 
By•• 
Hair 

::-ot • · '1 -"··· •::1 O:·f" _'] i 12/:J 3. 

J~l\I ______ _ 

iao 
Black 
arowu 

7 /16/73 
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•arital •t•tus 
Military service 
Social Security Muaber 
Mother 

Siap 
Xoa• ... I _________ I sa•e ai:!_c_u 



FEDERAL BURE AU OF INVESTIGATION 

JYlJ' 17 I 1873 
( : t l ,, ,- I· ,1 '• 

___________ lwaa advi••d of the identity 
ot tbe interviewiaa Ac••t •• ... 11 •• tbe fact ti.at be 
waa beina i•terviewed concerainc a poaaible fetleral 
violatioa ia coaaeo~iOll with ct..tructioa of Gover .. ent 
pro .. rty. 

I a4v1•ed tbat Ile baa beu workiq aa 
a .. ,-----1a_t_t""!'1M-•111tar7 P•r•oaa•l aecorcla Ceater 
(llPllC) tor approxtaately 16 y .. r• •i•c• tb• buil4iAC 
was epe .. c1. B• ...... tll&t be bad 31 Y~• of Goverwnt 
aervice. Be •t•te4 tnat oa J~lJ 11, 1173, ~· arrived 
at work at approziaately 3:45 P.M. at waioll tia• he 
went to work oa th• aecoacl floor of th• bu.11411q. B• 
worked oa tb.e aeooad floor uatil bi• luaall break at 
7:30 P.M. after •Illich b• weDt to work oa tbe aixtb floor. 
To tbe beat ot hi• recollection b• worke4 Oil tlM •ixth b 7C 
floor frOll ap,.naiwately a:oo P.•. watil 10:06 P.•. at 
wbicll ti .. be returned to the tirat floor WMr• be r-ined. 
yntil approzi .. tely 12:26 A.•., July 11, 1973. At thi• 
tille be h .. rd ••~•r•l ia4tvidua1- •.-akiac of a tire 
up41tairt1 aa4 he axit•d tarouall th• eaat r•r. Dile 

::

aid• th• b~ildiD& he waa contacted by_ I 
I J no aaked bim to atay for awtiil• in ca.• 

r• ... aaytb.iag taat could be cloa• to tl•lp. .. 
r .. ainecl witil approximately 2:30 A.M. and ot.eerved 
the fire on the aixth floor 1a th• aouth aide of the 
buildin1. B• •t&tecl taat euiac the cou•• of tbe evening 
notllinc wuU1u&l la&d occurr-4 aor Pd h• aotice4 uy 
individual• wao ,,.r• Wltaailiar to bi• or wllo appeared •• 
thouch taey did aot beloaa at llP'RC. 

l ;'ol •· -.-1 -:---.· 1:- '.· ,··., 

Be 1• d••cribe4 •• tollOW11: .... 
Addre•• 

Tel•pbone 
Rao• 
S•• 
Bat• .. birth 

7 /12/73 St. Loui•, Miaaouri 

,~ -~---1 __ _ :· J ll' j ,1. 1 1 .... . t 

'·.·.· r .• _.- . _., i_,-, .., , .J• ·l 1·, 

SL 52-4856 

7 /li/73 
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Beigat 
W•ia~t 
B1•• 
Bair 
••rital atatua 
Militar1 ••rvice 
Social security 1't111ber 

5'8" 
160 
Brown 
Black 
Jlarri•d 
U. 8. lra7 1 li41 tb.rough J944 -----------, b7C~ 
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AIR TEL AIR MAIL 

TOa DI.RECTOR, FBI 

FROM a SAC, KANSAS CITY (52-6990) 

MAJOR FIRE,tlATIONAL PERSOtiNEL RECORDS CENTER • 
MILITARY (HPRC•M) 7/12/73 
OOP - POSSIBLE ARSON 
00 - SL. 

p 

Thia is to advise that on this da't.I ~ 
I KCMO•TV • Kan••• City, Mo., inf'ol'lled SAC II 

~t-fii-t~at-a"""b<>ut 101 30 a. ia. • today •h• answered 'the phone 
the news room and an unidentified male vo1se •t•'t•d 1n 
effect "I ca~ you a ~ in the overland• Miasooi, 
fire•. WhenL...__Jaaked for a minute to get a pad a.nd pencil 
the o&ller hung up1 without saying anything elae. 

At 11&05 today. the ••:r unidftntitied o&ller b'!C 
oalled the news room and spoke t llnd merely at&ted 
he would call her again on 8/1/73 between 9130 and 10 •·••• 
to give her th• name he p"'9.i•ed• 

I lhaa no idea who the caller w.aa, ~tber 
it ~as a iong distance or local call, and ahe could not tell 
if the caller was intoxioat•d or was callin& on a ~ or 
had serious intentions to be of help. Sheb.aa al:daect th&t' f 
•he will keep 'the fl3I infol'ft\94 in th• event ah• reoeiYe• &ny 
other contact in this matter particularly trom the un14entifie4 
o4ller. 

Kansas City will follow withl land 
de'te:rmine any f\lther developments in this matter. 

2 - But'eau 
ft - St. Louis (52-4856) 
'-1 - Kana&a City 

PCY/hmg 
(6) 



F[) ]<) ( !RE V I 1-27-70 ) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of lranscciptian __ 7_-_1_6_-_73 __ _ 

I I <no aiddl• nr;" I I I ll••ouri telephone I W&• teiephonically 
contacteCf on July 1i, 1973 at wllch tllli arraa,. .. nt• 
were made for interview on July 18, 1973 at the 
Jewi•b Community Center, 11001 Schuetz .Road, telephone 
BE 2·5707. 

I ladvi .. d that he ia eaplo1ed at the 
Federal Record• C•nter (P~) and _. on dut1 the evening 
of July 11, 1973 froa 4 P.•. to 1.1:30 A.I. OD July 12, 
1973. Be advi•d that .. a. al land during 
this •hift w&11 working on the ba .... at floor wazing 
the floor and wa• oa one other floor, ~ing the 
firat :floor above tbe ba•••t level. advi•d 
that a• be ,,... departinc the ba ..... t eve at approximately 
12:30 A.I. and riding the frei1ht elevator to the first 
floor, he ... 11ed •aoke and c01111eated to ... •one that 
there wa• aaoke in the elevator •baft. After he left the 
firat floor, be noticed t~n were fire .. n and b7C 
police at this location. adv18841 that he had heard 
nothi~h would 1ndica e t the fire had been deliberately 
set. adviaed that be baa been at PRC a• an eaployee 
since 1 and at preaent baa approximately 25 yeara with the 
Federal Governaent in lonsevlty. 

I ~furniabed the-.. of J Jwho 
is a Ne1ro feM e, approxillat., 25 t 31 jeafi ofp, 
who was on the we~f the aizth floor on the evening 
of July 11, 1973. advi .. d that he did not know 
what ti.Ile she depar e e •ixth floor. He pointed 
out that she worked as •I ~n thia location. 

I I :furni•h•d the naae of~ I a 
Negro male, approxiutely 51 year• of';>-ji 1 Who fii OD the 
sixth floor with two high aehool boya both Negro males, 
approximatelf 16 or 17 years of age, who• firat naae• 
wer~ _an~ latated tba:lJ: I 
and these boys were daap mopping the flooring the 
evening shift on Jul~73 and tbe ... Ding of July 12, 
1973 he had spoken t who bad intoraed hia that he 
had departed the sixt oor at approximately 11:45 P.M. 

Interviewed on 7 /12-13/73 01 __ S_t_._LO_U_i_s__,,,_M_i_ .. _o_u_r_i __ Fil• 41' SL 52-4856 -6/0 
01 elf 

by __ _.,$....,A.._.1 ___________ 1--"'"""8_8 ____ 0ate ditlated __ 7_-_l_3-_7_3 _____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendation~ nor c.oncluslons of •he FBI. h is the ptoperty of the FBI ·and is looned to your cg.ency; 
I ' • _j + -- - -. - __ ,....,.,..., 
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and infor .. d hia that be bad •••n nothing which would 
indicate that a fire was burning on tile •isth floor 
nor did be ... 11 any saoke. 

~l•o turniahed the n ... ~ of (laat 
na• unk~ worlul on the •••t ead aixth floor 
doing cl•aning and ... •ping. Be advi .. d i• a 
Vietnaa veterans and 1• a white s early 
20's. Be turniahed the whoa be believes 
to have the l••t naae of onetic) who worka 
both ends ofc.::!b floor an cleana the lavatories. He 
related that • •l•o a white male in hi• early 
20's and a V e naa veteran. 

--------~dviaed that ina-uch aa he i• a b7C 
______ .....,.~ haa a coaplete li•t of all •iatenance 

eaployeea at hi• re•idence with addr••- and telephone 
numbers which he will furnish at a later date. 

I ladviaed that he has heard no comaents 
about anyone who would deliberately start a fire at 
FRC. 

r--------__,L......Jlis a Negro male with date of birth 
·_1 _____ I at I I Alabaaa. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

' ' · ' '' '·· • •: I•· 
7/18/73 

Miaaouri, waa 1nterviewed regara1ng the 
Per•onnel Record9 C.nter (KPaC) on July 

r1re at the National 
12, 1973. 

advi••d that he 1a teaporarily .. ployed at 
the center aa a or th• t:na•r only. a. atated 
that h• atarted wor n y, 1973. l.tated tbat he 
arrived at work at approxiaately 3: p.•. on July 11, 1973, 
and left work at approxiaately 12:30 a.a. on July 12, 1973. 

r-----ladviaed that during tbat particular shift 
at work, ~bad occaaion to be on the fir•t and ••cond 
floor, except that be went to th• fifth floor to the anack 
bar for supper • 

....._ ____ """""""'ladviaed that be did not ••• anything un- b7C 
uaual July 11, 1973 and bad no idea aa to bow the fire atarted. 

Tb• following background data ••• obtained through 
obaervation and interview: 

Social security 
NU11ber 

NPRC Badge lfo • : 
Dat• ot birth: 
Bair: 
Byea: 
Sex: 
&ace: 
Height: 
Weight: 

Brown 
Blue 
.. 1. 
White 
6'3" 
208 pouncla 

r-----ladviaed that be would 1.ma•diately notify the 
Federal B~ 1.v .. tigation in the eveat be obtains any 
intoraation aa to how the tire atarted. 

7/12/73 W•bat•r Grove•, Kia•ouri 

7 /13/73 

• ; l ' -· 1 -· '. 11 '' '°' f l,. . r , • . ,-,, , 1.l •·f , j :I ·' . 1· ·· > -·. 1 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D ale ot ~ r·an ~ c.ript1on. __ 7 /18/73 .. _ 

by Special Ageatl 1 ... 1;:~: ::;:==d-
ing tbe fire at bi &tloui Pii'llODHl • · (llPRC), 
9700 Page Av•nu• on July 12, 1973. 

II adw 1.aed tba t be waa ••ployed at th• Becorda 
Center at~te11 .. , aot tTOO fas•, fr- llU'cb, 1168 
until laat ft'1•y, fply I. im. la atati' ti.at hi• 
duti• couiatH of_ _at the Peraonn•l 
Beooru Center on GGM1•llow aad tbat be worud th• •bitt 
froa 3:30 p.a. to J.J:30 a.a. 

~ that be t .. la that--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---

lladv 1-d tba t .. only tia• h• )I.ad been to the 
Becoru dinlir-it 9700 Pap na in 1968 when he initially 
submitted hi• application and aaain ia.t night, JulJ 12, 1973, 
when h• went th•r• with a triead ot hia in a pickup to watch 
the fire. B• atated tbat on tbaf :c:•-ton, be talDcl to a 
guard at tbe gate by tb• naae of _j.bo ... a friend of 
bi& and bad known hill at the Recor enter at '300 Goodfellow. 

Before being aaked any further qis·+1an•, I I 
waa adv:laed of his •1gbta by Special Agent ] B• stated 
he under•tood his right•, but could not sign th• form. inaaaucb 
as be waa required to bave bia fatber pre .. nt to review any 
legal paper before be aigna it. 

I hraa aaked if be knew •ho •tarted tbe 
at the B.ecordi Center or if b• waa involved biaaelf. 
adviaed that h• did not have any knowledge aa to who 

-----~--·--·-·-·--··---------

lire 
could 

b7C 

lnte rv lewed an 7/13/73 at_Floria&aDt, lliamuri ___ Fde # SI, 52-4856 ~ 68 
~ 9J 

., ~--------f ~,,. f'\r--,-_ .. -.. --- "'"" """'"" 7/]3/73 ______ ~ 

n..; .. ~ ..... f .. mPn~ con loins neither r ecummer.do tio n ~ nor conc h..1 s.u)o s ., t the P: t;H It is ~h~ property o1 thM F 8 1 and is ~ooned to yovr agency; 



SL 52-4856 

bave started the fire and he did not start it himself. 

~~~lwaa asked if b• had any knowledge of any 
threats made to any of the guardll at the Records Center 
•t r.a~tellow regarding breaking of any of the windows. I ~dvi11m.1r.a....o ........................................................................ ...w.i ................................ ______ 

__ ...,...ladvised that he was at h•el 
during the entire day and night of July 11,-1~9·7~3....-iit~rr!!!!!!""!!o~u~g~b~ 
July 12, 1973. 

Be stated that be does not own a blue Volkswagen 
or a green Chevrolet and that his own ear is a 1971 Purple 
Charger. Be further atated that bis father bas a 1973 b '? C 
Monte Carlo, which ie blue in color and hi• mother owns a 
1973 silver Vega. He stated tbat be doea not know anybody 
who owns a blue Volkawagen or a 1967 green Chevrolet. 

~~~~~~-~t the 4300 Qoodfellow eouleyard 19cordi Center 

1 I 
The following •ntormation was obtained through 

observation and interview: 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Da.te ot birth: 
Place of birth: 
HOile addre•a: 

Beigbt: 
Weight: 
Missouri drivers 

license: 
Telephone nuaber: 
Social Security 

Numb9r: 
Byes: 
Bair: 

2 

ihite 

Brown 
Brown; sfouldlr 

short 
lepgth; 

I 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

! : · 
7/18/73 

..... I ______________ I ••• 
int•rvie .. d regarding th• fire at the lfational Pllr•onn•l 
Recorda Center (llfP8C) at 9700 Pll~• Boulevard on .July 12, 
1973. 

..a-~~~~~...&.o ... .1..111r. ... .-.....lll.ij-... ........... i• .. plGyed at the 
for the AX Purification 

~~~~~~~~~~""""r'~~~~~ duti••, be 

Re •t•t•d tbat 
•arr vea a or wor tely 3:20 p.». 

on July 11, 1973, and •t•:•d at the center until approximately 
3:00 OR July 13, 1973. r )stated that he WOUld 
noraally have left at l~: o a.a., 6ut decided to stay 
around and watch tbe fire. 

l•tated tbat on the evening of July 11, 
1973, th&·~t"""""n~1~s~w ...... o~r·i~waa confined atrictly to the first and 
second floor and that the only ti.lie h• left tboae floors 
wae for supper between 8:00 and 8:30 p.a. on the fifth 
floor. 

1 !stated that he did not notice anything 
unusual o tblt Pirt cular evening with the exception of 
th• fact that at approximately 11:00 p.•., one of th• negro 

I lwbo worka on the aecond floor aod nor.ally cleans 
tne baad.rai d hia and uked for a light tor a 
•igarette. •tated tbat the individual then 
appeared tQ that he did t cigarett•s 
w h h a tated that 

e on y can a ut thia 
tbe be \1.8ually seea this individual about 

twice every shift and be can uev•: reclll evtr seeing this 
individual 8Dloking beto~. I _ _could not furni&h any 
additional d .. criptive data regar Ing he negrol I 

The following d••criptive, background data •aa 
obtained through obtlervation and interview: 

; 1·, 1,. • I-,.,,_, ,: t __ 7/!3/73 _ ,, . " ~L_ ?~-4856 

-~~-_I _______ (Id ~s \'\.:"'--' 7 /13/73 

I i '!' " l : .; • ' j " I + • \ • \ . I ·- ' + • - f : -\ I~· ..... ' I r I !"' I ·• { 'l ' I J ~j ' r I . -. 

; ; + \ · ' ,. l j > 1 ~; I I ' .' .. , 

b7C 
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Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Social Security 

!fuaber: 
NPRC Badge #: 
Date of Birth: 
Height: 
'leigbt: 
Bair: 
Byes: 

white 
Male 

7/8/25 
5 1 11" 
175 pounds 
Brown 
Blue 

r l•t•ted that if be obtain• any informa-
tion wbicil aigtit oeelpful in solving this caae, be would 
i .. ediately notify the Pederal Bureau of Investigation. 

2 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7117173 Do~e ol ~rat'lscrlption ______ _ 

----... 1 I telephone number 
lprovided the to!loWing 1ritormation: ------=----1 ~tated that he has been employed by the 

General Services :•i~istrati: since 1960 1n the 
capacity or al Jsaid that on July 11, 
1973, he was work g he 4 -:30 PM shift and advised 
he was assigned to the third floor of the National 
Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page -'Boulevard, Overland, 
Missouri. 

J lstated that he had locked up the 
cleaningrucks at approximately 12:1~ AM and changed 
his clothes in preparation of leaving at the end of his 
tour of duty. It was at this time he had first learned 
that there was a fire 1n the building as he had noticed 
there was no guard at the door when he was leaving. 

~"!!"'-__ I stated that he exited the building on 
the east side and walked to his privately owned vehicle 
and left the area. b 7C 

I lstated that he observed nothing unusual 
on his floor during his tour of duty, specifically, he 
did not see any flamable liquids nor did he see anyone 
carry flamable liquids into the building. He stated that 
he and the other employees are regularly briefed on safety 
and specifically remembered a safety movie wherein the 
various ways that fires are started are explained. He 
.further added that there are many safety meetings conducted • 

.._ __ ~lvarified that at the National Personnel 
Records Center there were many problem workers. Be stated 
that a good number of the people did not pay much attention 
to their bosses. He advised that hisidea of work was to do 
what you are told to do when you are told to do it. 

r-----lwas unable to provide any suspects who 
would have ~e building on fire and stated he lmows 
of no one 1n his immediate circle of workers who would 

?/12/73 ·~loch, Missouri SL ?2~1+856-~ 
'"""~~T--------,.J!___ __ TT_K_:_mv ______ F; ;13/?3 

by___:::::.____~~~~~~~~~~------~Oo1e diclo1ed _________ _ 

This document contatns neither recomrn&ndatians nor conclusions of the FBI. It is tha ornn,.,.t., ,..., 11-- c-n. 

it and i:S 'ontents ore not 1 ..... h. ... ,.1:_ • ..,. ,i1... • • 



SL 52-4856 

be carrying a grudge. 

are~l __________ _.t!.~jed that hisl immediate supervisors 

I ls desgribed as a Negro male; 
5'5"; J60 pounds; ~ornl ISocial Security 
Numbe1 ____________ J -----------------

b7C 



FD 30 2 !REV 11-27-70) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/17/73 
Dote of JronscripJion ______ _ 

l ts contacted at t\_e: hpma. 
1....:~~~_....!""""'l!_...-....__. ...... .,._ ...... ..._ __ ......._telephone numbe~~-~~--------,_._. 

regardlrig the July 12, 19?3,ire at the Na~ional Per- ' 
sonnel Records Center, 9700 Page Boulevard. I I 
provided the following information: 

......, ___ _.ls,aid that she had been working at the 
National Personnel Records Center sinoe August 23~ 1967. 
She ;:a~~d~hat she has been working in the capacity of 
a[ ___ ~- ~d was working on the second ~loor 
4 - : o shift on July 11, 1973. She said that she 
was assigned to clean the area in the vicinity of the 
Info~:~:o; D~~k~o tbe f~l"st • She said her I ~ -~ __ L~- ~ I stated that it 
was a ou 2: when s e pu e elevator 
and pressed the first floor button. stated that 
this was the last freight elevator bU s ead of going 
down, the elevator went to the 6th floor. She said at 
that time she wrs met by a "'9lp of workers, of which she 
only recognized_ fphonetic). 

I I stated that the actions of this group 
of workers would not have indicated that they were a re 
of a fire because there was just casual con"""&.;.A.1111.1.o..L.U.1• 
the elevator d1~:::e: to :1 first floor. that she knows_to be a conscien ous 
and was certa:ilie wo have sounded the alarm 
he knew the building was on fire. 

She said after putting her equipment up she 
prepared to leave. She said that she signed out on the 
book which she normally signs out on and was waiting to 
be relieved. She said that she was at the east side of 
the building n,ar the e~it which she described as being 
the back>.door. ~ Jsaid there was no guard at the 
door and she thought this was unusual. 

r lrecalled that she was standing with 
several other emp!oyees and was approached by a person 

b7C 

7/12/73 Webster Groves, Missouri 
al I File i 

SL 52-4856 -7j 
JI S1 

byJ~Ji'SA TTK:mv 7/13/73 
Date dltloted _________ _ 

This docum19nt con1ain5 neither recomme nda"ons nor conclusion'$; of the FSL It is the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency; 

it and its contenls ore nol to be distributed outside your agency. 

------·~-- ·-----·-- ···-··· ·- -- ·---
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she knows asr----lwbo is a white male and lives in 
Weldon Sprin~ssouri. She said he was shout~--;;--­
" Get the guard, get the guard, there's a .fire". ( 
said that she was not sure whether he said there.._--a---~ 
fire or there is a fan on fire. 

B said tha~ ~s a hippie type person 
and the g action of the g~oup was that he was 
kidding. then left the building at which time 
she was m y daughter I lwb.o was 
going to drive her home. 

I lsaid that her daughter was glad to see b'lc 
her and mentioned that she had seentlat the building was 
on fire an ful that her mother was out of the 
building. then said that she and her daughter 
drove to her s s er•s house which is in the vicinity of 
the National Personnel Records Center, and decided to 
stop there. 

I ldvised that during her tour of duty 
she did not notice any strangers in the area and she 
did not notice any flamable liquids. F,arthermore, she 
said she had never heard anyone threatening to destroy 
the National Personnel Records Center. 

descriptive information pertains 

Sex 
Race 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 
Date of birth 
Social Security # 

Female 
Negro 
5"'1+" 
120 
Brown 
Black 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPnONAL. l'l>l'M MO. 10 
MA\" I .. llDITIGN 
eu "'""''- (•1 CPR) 101-u.1 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P 

11.AJOB PID 
XPRC-• 7/12/73; 
DGP - POBBIBLS .USOll 
(00: ST. IDVIS) 

DATE: 7 /14/73 

On 7/.l•/73 I ~ General llar•ice• 
Adaiaiatrationl rwho h .. beea in 
St. Louill on locatioa at tbe record ceater •1nce the 
start of tbe fir•, tel•phoaically contacted tbe St. Louie 
0f1'1ce aat adytud tbat ~ .. Cmiftd infor. ·r~1on that_ a 
au naaed _ _telephone nuaber _ J in 
St. LOuia waa an • e-wi ne•• to the oricia ot captioned 
tire. did not han any additioul.intor--
tion oon•ra nc or •f:tl v ;b•' I 1-
au~ed to have w ••-d. aid he would turn 
tbi8 inforaation Oftr to hi.a Dft8t sator•, but alao 
wanted to turniab tbe 1aform•1;igp t,] ua •o.that i* could 
be ucertained exactly what I _knew about the aatter. 

LBADB 

ST. LOUIS DIVIIIOR 

AT ST. LOUIS I ., • 

Locate and iatervie•I ltbroagh 

b 7C 

telephone nuaberl I ... --------

__ ____..,.ll'~-\c~J ~~~ 
1'} _ St. Louia 
'bn: k 
(2) 



TO 

PROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 

OPTIONAi,. l'O~ NO. 10 
MAY 111111: EDITION 
GSA P"l'Ml!I (41 CPR) 101°11.• 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ST LOUIS C 52-11 856 l p 

(Attn: SAi 

UNSUBS; 

DATE: 7 /14/73 

MAJOR FIRE-NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER­
MILITARY (NPRC-M), 
ST LOUIS, MISSOURI 
7/12/73 
DGP-POSSIBLE ARSON 

00: STLOUIS 

On 7/14/73 SC advised that he 

8
ly had a conversa ion w t phone 
who is employed by the mil ary a wor s in 
er center at the NPRC (4th floor), in which 
expressed strong opinions regarding the prob-

Q· 1 · t that arson was responsible for captioned fire. 
advised that since he did not know who had been 

ewed in this matter, he felt that this information 
should be given to the agents interviewing Center personnel. 

... . 

b7C 

oJ~ds-&-~ ~ ---'··~ ·----~--- -~ ...... 

2- 52-4856 
WAD 

SEP.RC" 'CO. I .... ·: · i 11 .. .... .. l_:_;!_ll'° - c. ... / 

SEIUALILED .. .... ~. 

J"' ·1 ,., 1°-73 -.u_ t> <l . 

Rm, TT r .ratJintT .. r Bonds Re1..ul11rh on the Payroll SafJi7""'------



OPTIONAL llOllM NO. ID 
MAY t• UllT1Clf4 
GSA l'PMlt (" Cl'R) 101-11.• 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SA(., Q,t_ ~ (!'2-l.jg0~) p DATE: ?--/3-?3 

FROM : _$If 

l 

b7C 



' 1*• .. . ....... . ! 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

f: : '• ,·I• 11. < 1 ·11 ___ 7/l~l73 

I 1 
Mia • contacted at kia r•aideace by special 

Agent concerning tile tire that occurred 
at the a er.Gllll•l Records Ceater - 1i1tt,ry 
(JiPRC-11) on t~e eveniag of JulJ 11, 1973. ladvised 
that be had Mell .. p:oyed at ty rerord center since 
Kay 15, 1973, •• •l . workiDi on apecial 
projects. II• worlc•11 a group ol approximately 19 others 
who are priaaril: colle&e student• aad who were hired 
for tbe suwr. [ l•id on Jul1 11, 1973, he began 
working at 4:00 Pll in the afternoon and completed his 
dnt1•T oa th• aecond floor of tile buildiq at 12:30 All. I _explained that at approzilaately 12:10 All he and 
other aE111bers ot his group left the aecond floor and 
proceeded to the firat floor of the building to put 
away their tile• p:d>r to leaving. Upon re~prnipf to 
the second floor at approxiaately 12:25 Allladvised 
he smelled SllOke on the second floor and noticed it was 
visibly saoky. At that tiae he was told by hi• supervisor b 7C 
that a fire hah:lred in the building and he left 
the building. said that the only tiae he had 
left the secon oor was to go to the !if th tloor snaak· 
bar about 8:00 PY for his usual evecak· During 
his period of work on July 11, 1973, said he saw 
nothing unusual, noticed no atranae n v auals in his 
work area and was not aware of anyone wbo aight be capable 
of or desirous of destroying the building by tire. 

--~-On....,. leaving the building after being told ot the 
fire.I l1eft the area and returned to his residence. 

I ladvised if he heard of any inforaation that aight 
shed some light on the possible circuastances of the fire 
he would contact the FBI. 

The following information was obtained from 
observation and interview; 

Name: ~ I 
Address : .. __________ I St . Louis 
Telephone number: . 

7/12/73 St. Louis, Missouri SL 52-4856 7..5'. 

~-' __ ,Ji 7/16/73 

~ . I 
I,,. ·-·. 1 .1:: .· , "._ · ~· _J 1 ' '=' · ; I , , "· r '1 ·=_"• • · • " - ·•• 



SL 52-4856 

Marital status: 
Occupation: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Bei.rbt: 
Weieht: 
Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Hair: 
Other: 

2 

Single 
Student, University of Mis­
souri at Coluabia, majoring 
in political science 

White 
Male 
5'10" 

I 
110 

pul.ouri 
......,B_l_a_c_k __ (_i_o_n_g); mustache 

Weare glasaes 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/H$/73 __ 

wa• contac ed at ence, 
by SA conoernina tbe tire tut occurred 
at tbe rsounel Qecorda Center - Military 
(NPRC-M) on ~uly 11, 1973, and furni•~ed the following 
in:toraatioa: 

I ladvi•ed that k• Ila& ri-n • ~loyed •: the 
record ceiater aiace llaJ 14, 1973 aa aJand 
he work• OD ..,.oial projecta~•eco11d oor o! e 
building. Oil ~uly 11, li73, atated he reported to 

4:00 Pll and worked t • 4:00 to 12:30 All. 
adviaed he had not been to any of the upper floors 

~ thi• work period a.ad that he had noticed nothing 
unuaual durinc this period. I laaid that at approx­
illa te lJ 12: 1 ~ he ri~t~r to the f 1 rat floor o:f the building 
to aign out and upon returning to the second floor at 
approxiaately 12:30 All he aaw fire.en entering the 
building and smelled saoke. He left the building and 
obaerved on the south side o:f the building approxiaately 
two-thirds of tbe way down towardasheast corner 
flaaes coain" out of the windows. said that ··he 
stayed and watched the fire tor app 11 two hours 
mfore retu~ing to his residence. said he knew 
of no one that he bad come in contac w who ai~ 
capable of or desirous o:f destroying the NPRC-M. 
advised that if any info:naa.tion coaes to his attent on which 
might shed SOile light on the cause of this fire, he would 
contact the FBI. 

The following infot'llation was taken from ob­
servation and interview: 

Na.ae: 
Residence: St, Louis 
Telephone nuaber: 
Occupation: Student, Parks College, St. 

b7C 

Louis. Missouri. majoring 

in~'~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
7/12/73 

__ SA,_ ---
, I "d, ! I " ; o • I,'~ j 

St. LotJ.iS, Misso~ri __ _ 

(/ .: ·. 

cw '•:'.• j 1 ' 1 • ;) 
7/16/73 
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Race: 
Sex: 
llarital status: 
Hei~ht: 
Wei"ht: 
Bair: 
K1e•: 
Date o1 birth: 
Place of birth: 

2 

White 
Male 
Sine le 
5'11 .. 
175 
Blonde 

1 .. '_l_u_• ___ _.j 11i11Bouri I b7C 



--------- --~--·-~~---------~-----~--

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/16/73 
\ .,. J l 1• 1 I·- ) I j -'· , -, 

_____ ,.. IU..._ri, waa coatacted DJ ~ 
on July 1 , lHS, ca.eerniq ti.. fire tba ...... _oc_c_1.1_r_r ____ _ 
the :laticmal .. l•Dllll•l Jle9ord9 C..ter - llilitarJ (1'PRC-K) 
of Jaly 11. 1173. I ladYt ... M aa. lteea .. ployed as 
a_ lat tbe recorclll ::; aiace llay 15, 1973, 
and worka - .. ecial projeon. l latated that he 
work9 oa tM .. ecmd floor ot tlMi .. aad on July 
11, 1973, eal.J left the secoad floor 09Ce to 10 to the 
fitill ttoo• --·rk bar at approziaately 1:00 Pll for a 
break. . _adYiaed tllat ll• .laa9 n•v•r br·n an thf 
d:rtll floor of the record ceDter Mlilding. 
ad•leed h• f 11'9t becaae awa1"9 of a tire when at approx­
illatelJ 12:2& All he .. elled ..ok• on the aecoad floor. 
Be went outside and saw f l ... a coming out of sixth floor 
wiadoWll oa tu south •id• of tile 'bu11d1nc. r I b 7 c 
then ret•w to bis reaidence at apprbxiaat&ly 
1:30 .All. advised be bad never observed anything 
uall9Ual pr or o Jaly 11, 1973 at the recorda ceater or 
darillC bi.• work 8bift on July 11, 1973 and tut he knew 
of no oae wbo aicat be intere11ted in or capable of 
destroy~ tile record center building. I I advised 
tlaat if any inforaation caae to hia attention t)l.at aight 
Idled •a.e light on the cau•e of the fire he would contact 
the FBI. 

The following intoraation was taken tram ob-
servation and interview: 

Naae: I 
Residence~ ~1-------~1-s_t_._L_o_u_i_s~ 

Telephone nuaber: -~~----~!"""""!"--· 
Occupation: Student, University 

Race: 
Sex: 
•rital status: 

aouri, aajoring in 
adainil!ltration 

Wbite 
ble 
Single 

of Mis­
business 

-·- . ---------·-· -------- --- --

·'' St o Louis, lliasouri 

t·' - - - -

-e> 

' ' ______ ......,,,..',;· 
SA I 1~~ 

r· , ~. . j P-: '- ·1; +" 1 • 1 ::·..:: · 11 ''. i:, ·. f• , .• 1 t I· ..,. • 1 •. . : ,-, +···, .:-: ,-, j •: I• · r · 

l.·:.11·: ! 1-_ J I·-·• 
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Date of birtll: 
Place of birtk: 
._ir: ., .. : 
Beipt: 
••t1Jat: 

2 

...... u-x-uw-u---' lli••ouri 

Brown 
5'10" 
150 

b7C 



FEDERAl SUl<EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

[·' ... ,,,,, '' ' -'!./~_7/73 

I telephone 
nuaberr, ...... --~~,,~, ....... ~a--1-n~~~e-r~v~1-e~w~e-a--an---a--ru--rn....lished the 
followina ia1oraation: 

--~~--'•tated that he was not aware that there 
waa a fire at tbe record center on Pase Avenue until the 
~.-ornina of July 12, 1973, when ae drove his brother 
L...___Jto the record ceater. His brother had wanted to 

have his Army 1eneral di•c.llarge eha.naed to honorable 

b7c: 

so that he could eitber get a job aa a cuatodian at that 
record center or re-enter the Al"llJ. Hi• brotaer has only 
a fifth grade education and Ila• 1>4Mn unable to ~·t a job. 

I lbelieved that his brother received tbe general 

r1:. '·, '" ,-. •.-0 •:l o 

discharge becau•• he has aathaa an, ••: ppaf le to keep 
up with the phy•ical requireaenta.widerstood 
that his brother had been told two oraree weeks previously 
by someone in the Anay to take his diechar&e papers to the 
record center where a lady there would change one of the 
n~• for hia so he could get a job. When they arrived 
at the record center they noticed that it was on tire 
and that the police were turnina people away frOll it so 
they returned hoae. That was the first ti.Jae that I 
ha& been to the record center on Page Avenue. --~~~~ 

I ladvised that at between 6 :OO <r 7 :OO PM 
on July l!, 1973, he drove bis car to the place where his 
irlfriend was baby& friends naae.-i_s_l~~~---

date of birth who lives at~~~-,~~......1 

SA 
SA 

7/13/73 

sour1, e ephone nuaber1 I 
frequently babysits for ,er aunt phose naae 

es not know but who lives on_ I approximately 

b 7C 

St. Louis, Missouri 
... . i' ~~ - ~¥-~~-~~- ~18 ... 

w 7/17/73 
.:11 ' 1· -1 1··:::1 ..... : 

:,_ 1·. 1· 11 +1·•' ' ··,: i! •:t i •' r • .,1~ 'r-e1 , .. ,·_.- 1 :1, 1 : + ":.J~- .' . •·' , , ._.,. ' '· " ·•··· ·:· . 1"",. r. ,. ; ., _ : •,;• 

·; j. 1 · ~ ' <:, ~·-·li'I •· • ~~. ·:;1 • (l f • i 
0

1 ( ~; + · 1.• :. \ ,· ·f."~"• • •l :-,, I. J. ,_, ,.,,' _.._,,. , ·, •. ' 
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one block aouth of~ Her house is on the west 
side ot the street~ a siacle fTily dye1r1.ng, 
painted red. wiih a l~•n 8Cl'9eD .-OOr. _ rid not 
know the teleplaoae number there. 

I la.ndr Jthen ... t tor a ride in 
his car. 'l'll•J •toppcH\ at t • laoe8e ot ac:ae friends 
a.Dd played earda tor a little while. Tllea tkey stopped 
at l :*::•• 'taurant on the corner ot Jifatural Bridge 
and_~~ ~and got to Thia was around 8:00 
or : • e then drov back to her aunt's 
place and they •tayed the uite a while. Hf" 
aunt aad the children were at home at that tille.~I 
then retul"l:led to his heme at arouad aidnight. At~.~~~~~ 
1:00 AM on July 12. 1973, he pick ap a friend 
of his J I who i• a the record 
center on "300 Goodfellow. He rom when he 
had worked t ad-
vi5ed was on..._~~~~~~~~~~--~~~--..-~~~--
worked thf 5;QQ to 1;30 AM •1ift. 
nuaber is_ _then 
bed. --~~~~~~~~--

working at 4300 
d ibed him. 

as another 

ev•• 
drives a l 70 Dodie C arger, ack over purple. 
does not know anyone who drives either a blue Vo 
or a green 1967 Chevrolet. 

e 

The following de•cription was obtained through 
observation and interview: 

Naae: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Hei1ht: 
Weight: 
Date of birth: 

2 

Jfegro 
Male 
6'4" 
140 

b7C 
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Place ot birth: 
Motlier: 
Fatller: 
Brotller: 
Automobile: 

Arreata: 

3 

~l ............ ~M~i••ouri 
~l __________ __.I aaae address 
DiCemd 

I I 
1111 oidillObile cutlass, 
black vinyl ov•r ybite. 
•1-..0.ri lic•aae~I ______ __. 

xo .. adllitted 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTtGA.HON 

7/17/73 

~ I telephone number 
lwas Interviewed and furnished the following 

...... 1 ... n""'t.-o_ra..,..a"""lt ........ on: 

....,.. __ l1s employed •• a I lat the 
Matioaal Per80anel n.eorda C.ater, illltary Branch, 
where ahe work• the 4:00 Pll to 12:30 AK shift. She is 
teaporarilJ a .. igned to a 11pecial project invt~v:: 
the relabeliq of fil•a oa the aecoad floor. ___ _ 
works on the tint floor a.Jld correct. errors es 
and ailitary service nuabers diacovered by~erks 
working in the tiles on the second floor. was 
not on the sixth floor at all on the eveni uly 
11, 1973, and was not aware that there was a fire there 
until approxillately 12:25 All wtaen .ae went to a stair­
way in the center ot the buildina to walk up to the 
second floor where ahe would noraally exit at the west 
end. A.a ahe waa approachin& the stairway, she ob•erved 
a guard who she recognized but whose n .. e she does not 
know, walkin& toward the elevator. She aaked hia if he 
waa going to take the elevator and if ao she would ride 
with h.ia as tar as the second floor. Be responded yes, 
he was going to see about a tire. Wh•n the elevator 
cuae and the door opened, they saw that the elevator 
was filled with saoke. When the saoke disappeared, 
they got on it and she got off the elevator at the 
second floor. When she left the building at 12:30 from 
east exit she looked back, however, could not see any 
fire. She saw one tire truck parked by the building. 

r----ladvised that she had not heard any 
discussio~reats concernini the de•ire of anyone 
to set fire to the buildina. She had heard of several 
small fires which have occurred in the past, including 
some in the files but had no knowledge that these fires 
had been intentionally set. The a08t recent fire that 
she recalled occurred early this year in which four file 
boSes caught on fire on the second floor. 

7/16/73 Jennings, Missouri 
" \ - --- - . - -

) 

.~--' ---~w 7/17/73 

·-. -,_ ~ ', ( < ; ' : - ' • , r I., "I +' · I,, 

b7C 

the 
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The tollowin~ de•cription wa• obtained through 
ob•ervation and interview: 

Hue: 
Race: 
S.x: 
Jleipt: 
Yeipt: 
Date of birth: 

2 

lesro 
l' ... le 
5'8" 
:aoo 

b 7C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

L.-. 1·, J/J/!/J_3_ 

-----1 I telephone nuaber 
...._~~~-' was interviewed and turnliied the following 
info:nut1on: 

I lreceived a geaeral discharge under 
honorable conditioa. frca tbe AnJ7 on Dec .. ber 19, 1972. 

""" .......... -...~-• atationed at Fort Leona i 
tt th t h• bad aatmaa 

he think• was for the Ara 
._~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~__.Be called 
that nuaber and talked to a Sergeant in tile Aray who 
rec~ended that b.e take ki• discllarge to the record 
center at 97M ..... r lhu lo.t thia telephone 
nuaber and came•' rt trl:I tU i .. e of the peraon Sh&t he 
was supposed to .. e at the record center. Since( 

g have a driver's license, be iOt his brot~-h-e-r-,~~~ 
to drive hi.a out to the record center late that 

n& When they got there they aaw that it was on 
tire and that policemen were keeping people out so that 
they then returned hOlle. 'Ihat was the :fir*t tiae that he 
knew the center was on fire. 

bm J a 1 ped that a 1 thgugb I 

at the A:r9y and in fact hoped to re-enter the Anay or 
obtain some kind of other Governaent eaployment. 

When asked whetherl lbroth.,.e .... r_I ___ .....,., 
was at home on the evening of July 11, 1973~~~~~~~-

7/13/73 
r : ' • · + • I' ,,, ,. ,_,,: ' I _______ _ 

St. Louis, Missouri 

-~---1 __ _____.~-· 
'S 

1,. ' . ·:: 1- 7/17/73 
- - -· - ·- -- - - -- --

1, \ 
I - · • ·., • · · ., ; •• !, ;! ' t+ r:· ,- ) +.o•I ' ' I 

.·- ,, •I ·. , __ ,.--; :i':•' ·_•1-:- ;·1.· r.·· !.-: . 1:·: .. r· ···: I·.; , ,. .. 

b7C 

b7C 
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t Jff, he was sure he wua. lie was cert a in~ 
wa.• at ll~ all nicb.t. Wun allked what he, 

• DC tut eveniqi Ile explaiaed tut he had aone o 
aleep at 7:00 .Pll and a ept throuck watil t ... W>~na. 
Be was n•••rtll•l••• su.re that hi• brotbe~a• at 
h~ all nipt. 

'lbe followina d•.cription was obtained through 
oaervation and interview: b7C 

x .. e: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Date ot birth: 
llaic.tat: 
Weicht: 
Service n\Ulber: 

Discharge: 

Arrests: 
Autoaobile: 

ll•1ro 
llal• 

ii' 
150 
Arayl latationed 
at Fort i..oaard Wood 

O.neral, under hoaorable 
coaditioa., Dec .. ber 19, 1972 

No1ae adaitt9d 
Mone 
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FEDERAt. BUREAU OF INVESTlGATION 

: ·.1 · 1r •_• ,I ' < • .. J1 ·, ,. ,, _ '!/J.J/7-~ . 

..-•'~~~--~~~~~~~~~~__.I telephone 
number( I was interviewed and furnished the 
follow!ng lntoraation: 

.....,.........., __ l1a amp loyed as a I I at 
the National Personnel Records C.nter, Military Branch, 
where she work& the 4:00 PK to 12:30 All shift. She is 
teaporarily assi&ned to a special project involving the 
relabeling of files on the aecond floor and the correction 
of arrors noticed by clerks workiae tllere, errors in the 
naae or aervice nuabers. When these erron are noticed, 
the files are taken down to the firft t1oor where she 
works and where she correct• th4m. _ l1s normally 
employed as al I ;Jso on :he first tloor. The 
special project involves I including herself 
and three supervisors work ng on t e first floor and 17 
clerks and one supervisor working on the second floor in 
the files. 

During the evening of July 11, 1973, work went 
as usual and she was not aware that a fire had broken out b7C 
until she left the building at 12:30 AM and saw a fire truck 
outside. She saw the fireaen talking to the guards and 
observed that the firemen had Dot yet started to spray 
water into the building. She did not notice the fire her-
self although she did not look for it. 

I lhad not been on the sixth floor at all 
that evening and advised that none of the clerks working 
on this project would have any reason to go on that floor. 
She has not heard any talk about anyone planning to set 
fire to the building and has no idea as to what might 
have been the cause of the fire. 

The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview: 

Naae: 
Race: Negro 

7/16/73 Northwoods, Missouri SL 52-4856 
i- .lo; ;;. • _ . _ .- _ • Bl 

,. , ···- - - - -- -~] ____ _ cw 7/17/73 

i .. ·~- .. , - ' "- ', 1 .- ·-. j ' ! '·'· ·,. .... "'-', 'I ,,. ,-_, . . 1< 11 , 1· I:•·, ·:1 1 · ; I' , ) 1.I. .. i ,._ , 

l • · · ~ ' ·~-:d; ~,-,_• .. ·.:rt; ,, , __ .; !: '::"':' • +:. 1:,\-.. _rP+) I. I . + 11 



SL 52-4856 

Sex: 
Bei1kt: 
'l•i&.bt: 
Date of birth: 

2 

P8llale 
5t5ft 
131 b 7C 



FEDERAL BUR EAU O F IN V ESTIG ATION 

7/ 17/73 
i • . . - - . ~ . ~ 

nuaberf lwas interviewed 
follow~ng lnfonaation: 

ltelephone 
and furnis ed the 

____ .. l1s a I I at the National Per-
sonnel Record• Center, Kilitary Branch, where he works 
on the west end ot the titth floor general office area, 
on the 4:00 PM to 12:30 All •hilt. I ~a• not on 
the sixth floor at all on July 11, 1973. At approximately 
12:15 AM be took bis cart down to the first floor storage 
rooa. At that ti.Jae he had not heard any aention ot a 
tire or maoke in the building nor had he seen any. 
At 12125 AJI he cha.naed clothes and waa ready to leave 
when he saelled saoke. Also at tJu\t tiae another custodian 
w~o he did not know and who had apparently exited the 
building at the east end, ca.ae around to his exit at the 
west end and told the people at that exit to call the 
guards and tell them to shut off the big exhaust fans in 
the windows on the sixth floor because there was a tire 
there. Since there were no guards near the exit where this 
occurred, this custodian was told to return to the east 
exit where there was a guard. At approxiaately 12:30 AM 
he left the building. When he looked up he saw saae 
smoke. When he got into his car and drove away he could 
see that all of the sixth floor windows on the south side 
were red from the flames. 

--~~~-'is not aware of any threats or discussions 
by other individuals to set fire to the building. He is 
not aware of any tires occurring there within the past 
several months. 

The following description was obtained through 
observation and interview: 

7/12/73 
!,,,~, .. , ....... •~·1 v r, ___ ... -·- _ _ 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 

Negro 
Male 
5'10" 

St. Louis, Missouri SL 52-4856 
'' ··· -· · - _ ___ _ __ .-,lit:" ::. _____ ·----

\ 

C.• • •• - - •.•• - - ~~--' ---~t· 7 / 17/73 
'I• · '•· • ..• , ... ,·j - - . -- · • - ·- ·- - . 

•\. 
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lfei.iht: 
Hair: 
Eyea: 
Date of birth: 

2 

180 
Black 
Rrgyn 

b7C 



FE D ERAL BUR EAU O F INV ESTIG ATI O N 

' " ,, .. , 7/ _17 / ']_3 

..... --~~~ ..... ~~~~~~~~~~~~ .... I telephone 
nu.aberl waa interviewed and furnished the 
following inforaation: 

r l GSA Custodial 
Service•.Lt lca&tOdikl p raonnel working 
the 4:00 Pll to 12:30 All shift at the Rational Personnel 
Records Center, Military Branch. There are a~proxiaately 
30-35 custodian& who work that shift. I ~&worked 
at the record center tor 29 years. The night of July 
11, 1973, waa routine. There were no special probleas, 
no persona ab8ent and he did not see any atranaers in 
the buildiag. Be worked 1D bia office on the first floor 
until approxbaately 11 :20 Pll Yhen he left to talk to all b7C 

:f~~- :n•t:d1el n;r•opp;l ;r had been told by the that aa a result of a recent 
n ct one watso r .. Dd a custodial personnel to 

return their carts a.nd aopa to the storage rooa on the 
firat floor and eapecially to eapty thoae carts of all 
paper, throwing the paper away in the lar~e receptacle 
outside. He contacted these people on each floor and 
arr1vfd at the sixth floor at approxiaately 11:25 PK. I _was only there for five ainutes or less. The--~~~~ 
w2~ker• b@ had on that i12S;lr at t:at ti•@ ·;~e c~u>I 

1
returned to the iUl~:d!rx:Ce on t e second;oor !::n~re~-h-e~-­
stayed until approxiaately 11:45 when he returned to the 
first floor cart storage area to wait for the custodians 
to return. By 12:15 All all of the carts were in . 

--~~----~:20 Alll l the fourth floor, east 
caae in and said that he had saelled Slloke 

~~~...,.----....,then walked to the fr·et ''roor g~ 
e east end to tell thea . _ .<FNU) 

waat up to che t . At 12:30 AM aost of the custo ans 
left, however, kept four or five of thea at the 
request of his had 
requested that a few custodians reaain in case there were 
extra cleanup efforts froa the fire. At 12:45 AM he 
received another call froal lgiving them permissi on 

7/12/73 Bel Ridge, Mo. SL 52-4856 
3- .. 

cw 7/17/ 73 
. •••. ·1 .1 11•:1 
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to leave. ~was not aware of any particular fire 
hazard& on~xth floor and could not guess as to what 
the cauae of the fire wa•. He ~ad aot heard of any threats 
froa anyoDe to .. t tk• fire and he had full faith in all 
of the peHOD.9 workinc for hia. Be baa never had any 
serioua probl-• with anJ of tk-. Of th09e which work 
on t)M ,ixth floor the only ODe he knowa that .-okes i. b/C 

Baildill&' rules require that the li•ats be turned 
ott on tbe sixth floor except w~n 80lleoae ia workina in a 
particular area. There is no llllOki .. peraitted in the 
file area. T~• pede•tal faa• are tunaed off at the end of 
every ahift althou1h the bi1 exllauat faue in the windows 
alwaya reaain on. 

The f ollowiD.a description was obtained through 
ob•ervation and interview: 

Maae: 
Race: 
Bex: 
Beicbt: 
Weicht: 
Date Of birth: 
Place o:f birth: 
Service number: 

2 

Nesro 
Mal• 
5'6" 

~
25 

I I 
I I hnsas 

r111, 373 76 523, discharge 
honorable, received February 
17, 1946 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA.TION 

7-18 .... 73 
-------..1.1a.1-~crtpt.;io,;;,;n ~;;;;::;;;;;;;;;;:;;;;;---

MiSSOuri, telephon~4 b
7

c 
~w~a~s!!!""'-~n'!""l"!"e~r~v~e~w~e'!!""!"l"~l!!!"'""l!!"'l"" ................... .....-.!!nce and supplied the ~f~o~r~ra--wr!'!!!ll"!lngl!"'!P"~ 

information a 

___ __.I advised that he had contacted this off ice early 
in the day to request that two Agents oome to his residence, 
whereupon he would f umish them what he believed to be 
the facts and the person responsible for setting the 
fire at the Military Records Center. 

that in 1954 while employed 
at the Nort as eterans dministration 
(VA) Hospital~----=-----~~=--""'=":"'~------.-----_.. 
hearing which took p ace at the Veterans Hosp ta 

brought up on charges by a 
of the hos ital for alle edtr::"""'="==-~:=l"T'I~ 

about a 

a ma e statements 
and ere homosexuals. 
he was comp e e y ex.QD.at:.atJe'1.....J::ie....t 
because the names of 
menttned in the minu~e~s!!!""'-o'!"'P"""'l"!"l~~~~ ..... 6.lilil ...... ...w....a.~ 
they were homosexuals, he feels.._ _____ ~ 
for the fire at the Record Center. 

_____ lwent further into detail to explain that 
in view of the fact that I a part of his permanent r~e-c_o_ra--,--h-e_f __ e_i_t~t-h_a_t~l~~~~~~---t 
would attempt to destroy his record in an eff of ; 0 ::trov 
any record of t::lsexual relationship with~ _ ~- I 
at that time. further advised that short y er 
the hearings too p ace in 1954, a fire broke out in a 

records of the employees.r)itates the Federal 
portion of the hospital w::c~ :ous~ the permanent 

Bureau of Investigation ~ ~ vestigation :ub::ueptly 
followed and was handled poorly by the FBI, I~ -~ I 
went on to say that as a result of the poor n ng of" the 
investigation an iIUlocent man was placed in a mental 
institution for some 15 years and th the arson 
which took place at the hospital. urther stated 

Interviewed on 7;..16• 73 0
,_F_l_o_r_i_s_s_an_t_, _M_o_, _____ Fil~J. 52 ... 4856 -M= 

b, ~ ... -, ::::::::::::::::iP_G-._t_l_b _____ Dote dietoted __ 7_•_1_7_ .. _7J ____ b 7 C 

Th rs document contains neither recomrri•ndatrons nor condu:sions ol the F81, It i5 the property ol the F8l 'and is loaned to your ogenc:y; 
I , • I - ___ ---"'"-•• 
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that he believed I 1 at the 
hospital at tha~ tune, was responsible for the fire fu an 
attrnt t 0 deetrau gpo rerord which mentioned his relationship 
wit_ _states that when he infonned 
the FBI AgE11.t8 tdlo investigated the fire at that time as 
to his suspicions• he states he was advised by the 
investigating Agents that he was not to make met~: of 
anytllills re.:araing hOllOllexual relations betwe~ 
and I __Jon direct orders from J. EDGAR H""""'--.-----

1 went on to explain t:hat because his 
permanent_r_eo_o_r_d.,....J.s stored at the record center located at 
9700 Page Boulevard, he was certain thatl 
started the fire at the record center in~an ....... _a_t~t-em ....... p-e ....... t-o ___ _ 
destroy his record of employment at the VA hospital which 
contained the minutes of the hearing. 

I bupplied the following personal infonnation 
regarding ntmself s 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
E)nployment 

Telephone (work) 

2 

White 
Male 
59 yea.rs 
Mc Donne~l Airy~rwaf_..t ____ _ 

b7C 

b7C 



FD-36 \Rev. 5·2Z-54l 

FBI 

Date: 7 /18/73 

PLAIN TEXT Transmit the following in 
( Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ T_E_L_E_T_Y_P_E~--- URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO . . 
FROM: 

DIRECTOR 

ST. LOUIS (52-~856) 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M), 

7/12/730 DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. OO: STo LOUIS. 

RE ST. I~OUIS TELETYPE, 7 /l 7 /73. 

ALL BUREAU PROPERTY REMOVED FROM BUREAU SPACE, NPRC-M, 

INSTANT DATEo BUILDING EVACUATED DURING PROCESS DUE TO SHIFTING 

OF ROOF, AND FEAR OF IMMEDIATE COLLAPSE REMAINDER 6TH FLOOR. 

BUREAU OF STANDARDS DETERMINED ROOF SHIFTED 7 INCHES DURING 
._'r~ 5/)fr"vi>1UWS 

NIGHT AND BUREAU/Jll TAKING a>RE SAMPLINGS FROM CEILING OF 5TH 

FLOOR TOWARD FURTHER DETERMINATION OF DAMAGE. CLEAN-UP OPERATIONS 

NOT STARTED DUE TO SAFETY FACTORS AND NO INDICATION AS TO WHEN 

CLEAN-UP WILL START. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUINGo BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY ADVISED 

OF ANY PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. P 

END 

St. Louis 

(1) 

t· r 
' .·· ~ \,I 
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F B I 

;•1tc 7/19/73 

Transmit the foll owrnq in ____________ _ PLA INTEXT ________ _ 
i' f'Jr-:(' i n. 11' (1in.tr ·:tt 'l!' 

I 

I 
I 

------1 -­_,,. ~ 

'i I 0 TELETYPE _________ __jll!l!l•~•~a~·~ -~~-: __ ·.<~-• _ __,1 
( J' ri uc, '·. I 

_____ L _______ -

DIRECTOR 

P'ROll: ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY {NPRC-M), 

DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON, 00: ST. LOUIS 

REBtrrEL TO ALL OFFICES, 7/12/73. 

BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE ALL OFFICES THAT FORMER FEDERAL 

EMPLOYEE CIVILIAN RECORDS ARE MAINTAINED IN SEPARATE BUILDING THAT 

WAS NCYI' AFFECTED BY YIRE. ALL OFFICES SHOULD BE N<YrlFIED TO CONTINUE 

TO REQUEST CIVILIAN RECORDOIECKS BY ST. LOUIS. ST. LOUIS WILL ADVISE 

BUREAU WHEN MILITARY RECORD CHECKS CAN BE RESUMED. 

END. 

- ;, -.. 

, ____ ------· - -----------,,- -. 
/I - I,_;.( 
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(Mount Cli ppi n g in Space Below) 

e~.::.. July . 19, 1973 tt. Lu'1J:/f I nhe. lrttUJct=! SA 

U.S. urged to pay 
[ forfirefighting at 
records center 

~
he records center, unil However, the spokesman 
ferson ·Barracks VA Hoo • r id, that thinking hl 

U.S. Rep. James W. Sym­
ington (Dem.), St. Louis 
County, has asked the federal 
General Services Administra­
tion to reimburse 28 area fi re 
districts ior t h e i r costs in 
fighting the massive fi re at 
the Military Personnel Rec­
ords Center in Overland Jt 
week. 

In a letter to Arthur . 
Sampson, GSA acting z.d n­
istrator, Symington said the 
fire placed ''an extreme and 

l
. unexpected ·b u r d e n on the 

fire-fignting community in St. 
Uiuis County." 

_ "Since the re<:ord6 center Is 
federal property," Symington 
said, "It has never been sub­
ject to any l ire district tax or 
levy. Neverthelesi, as soon as 
the fire was reported, every 
p i e c e of flre-f.ighting equip· 
m e n t from the Community 
Fire •Protection District and 
every mao empll)yed by l e 
district immediately respo -
ed to battle the blare a d 

l
, .save the re<:ords of millio s 

of veterans." 

SYMINGTON ADDED that 
b e c a u s e of the expense in 
fuel, ·man hours and damaged 
equipment t h e Community 
Fire .Protection District "may 
have to hold a bond iesue to 
pay for the losses it bas in· 
curred fight Ing this fire." 
Twenty-seven other fire de­
·partments ·joined in battling 
the lire, be said. 

"This ~ 1everely un}us<f, 

l
tbe IO<:al taxpayers lnvolv _ " 
Symillgton said, adding he 
lieves " the responsibility r 
this matter clearly belongs'to 

-the federal government, not 
the IQC&I taxpayer and prop· 
erty owner." 

in South County, ne · anged in recent years a 
'!)aid a fee or tax fo r fi re n evaluation had shown th 

p tection, Symington s a i d. sprinkler system was nee 
While the GSA probably has d at the records center. 
no legal obligation to pay for had been "programmed for 
the fire-fighting expenses, he 1975" in the sixth-floor area. 
said, consideration should be he said. The heat of the fi re 
g i v e n to these "corrective dld set otf sprinklers on other 
measures": f Io o r s, he said, but water 

-U.S. government r e i m· damage was less than had 

t 
bursement to the 28 fire is- been expected. 

- M<?st employes of .the Jirl 

tricts for loss~s incurre in (dam~ rrecords center hav 
-fighting the records c e n t , r ':>een on administrative leav 
fire. (with pay) s I n c e the fire; 

- GSA payment of fire tax . w h Jc 1J began last Thursday 
to the Community Fire Pro- and raged out of control more 
tect_ion District on an ~ nnual than 24 hours. ~esmen for 
bas.is. based 011- assessed va l- the GSA and Department of 
uauon of the property. the Army announ~ Wednes-

"IT APPEARS that the rec· day th a t ".permaDeflt, ifull­
ords center was not in com- t ime temporary, summer-h11re 
p\iance with the existing ¥re and summer-~i<l and civilian 
codes" of Overland lackin a pec;on11el ,assigned t_o duty .at 
complete sprinkler ~ y 5 t e the rewrds center w1l.l cont~m 

{

which "certainly would ha e l ue to be on administraUv 
. leave throug.ll July 125, exc 

hel}Jed . to . contain the bl . for tito9e caHed to worli: o. 
and mm1m1ze the loss of rec- essential nro'ects. 

;,£Jrds," Syming ton said in his ::......_ ___ ,,_i _ _____ _ 
le:ter to Sampson. 

A GSA spokesman here said 
Wednesday the records center 
had a partial sprinkler sys­
tem on the fi rst th rough fifth 
floors but none on the sixih 
floor, where the fire was con· 
centrated. He said when the 
building was constructed Ii· 

J 

brarians did not favor s~·n· 
_ E er systems because of fe rs 

the sprinklers would be t 
ff accidentally and c a u e 
ater damage to files d 

records. 

( J r. d l r;J t ~ p : l '.J •.~, r1 •:.Jr nE:" o f 

r~ ~ ·"'"·~::r.1'1 ~1 ,.• r , •.": ~ t y 1Jt~r.i !> t :--1ti::-.; 

5A ST. LOU I S 
GLOBE- DEMOCRAT 

ST. LOUI S , MO. 
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A l.!th"r : 

JULY 1 9 , 1 9 73 
Daily - Final 

n11e: MAJOR FIRE, NPRC-M 
7 / 1 2 / 73 . 

- POSSIBLE 
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7/19/73 

AIRTEL AIRKAIL 

TO: DIR:&CTOR, FBI 

Fa<*: SAC, :fl'. LOUIS (52-"856) P 

SUBJECT: MAJ'OR FIRE, NATIOiiAL PBRS<»OIBL 
RECORDS CD'l'ER - llILITARY (IO>RC-11) 
7/12/73 
OOP - POSSIBLE ARB<* 
00: St. Louie 

Re SL tel to Bureau, dated 7/18/73. 

In connection with the captioned matter, the 
following intol'9Ation is set fortb in order to aSBiat 
the Bureau in evaluating the current situation at the 
military recordll center in St. Lou.is. Some preliainary 
information l• included as to wb.at D4>W appears the future 
of military records kept at the caprtoned facility. 

Before describing operationa at the records 
center, however, soae idea of the aa_jPlitude ot thi• 
:facility should be set forth. The i"enter measures 728 
feet long by 282 teet wide. It cont.aina 1,349, 148 114uare 
feet of floor 8J)ltCe, and in voluae is slightly laraer 
than the llllpire State Building in New York City. 

An adjoining cafeteria known as Building 101 
comfortably seats 800 peraons at one time. As viewed 
externally, tbe building 1• ot CODC:rete slab construction 
with narrow bands of concrete block separating each tloor. 
The balance of the exterior surface on its four aides ia 
covered by 11<>re than seven acre• of gla11& wi.Jldo1ns. While 
a part of the first and second floors were equipped with 
autoaatic sprinklers, these were not set off by the fire. 
The balance of the building wa.a not equipped with •uch 
devices. No -oke sensiq, or other :tire detecting devices 
were included in the building wben constructed in the early 
,,r-·...._ 

/2~-reau 
\. 2- t . Louis 

:cw 

' v . 

b 7C 

~--· 



SL 52-4856 

ieao~a at a co.t of $12,57•,850. Attempts to have a 
sprinkliag system inat&lled a.fter the buildiag was 
complete were rejected by GSA as too coatly. A ptUlch 
clock syatem inlltalled several years ago to inaure 
appropriate guard circulation baa not been utilized since 
tbe creatioo of the Federal Protective service which now 
guards the building. 

A coaplete inventory of governll8nt property in 
the building at the time of the fire, apart fro. arcbives, 
ha.8 not been aadel' bowever, tb.e fourth :floor contained 
huge eQ11pUtera va ued at $1,200.000. They were ll88d lty 
tile Anay tor haDdling of payrolls aad for locatinc ~orda. 
TM GB.A also operated a large computer for locating 
recorda Oil tile ground floor of this buildiDK. Damage 
a .. ea•aents to this equipment have not been made. 
Cleanap operations have not yet started due to in.stability 
of the sixth floor, and other safety considerations. 

The records center. in teras of archives, 
contained approxiaately 63 aillion ailitary records, 
stored OD six floor11. Twenty-three separate tiling 
•yste11S are utilized and are dettcribed as follOWB: 

'1'1le first :tloor 18 devoted to records receiving, 
GSA computer operations and general records center adain-
1.Jltrative functions. No ,.recordJJ are stored oa this floor, 
but many thouaaads o:t records are being processed at 
aDJ' given tiae. Damage coJUS1sts fmi•arily o::t smoke 
and water daaage. Since there ia no power in the 
building, extent of dange to tile GSA computer has not 
been detentined. All records OD this floor should be 
recovered. 

The second floor is partially utilized for 
executive offices of the center aanager, and the C<m1tanding 
Geaeral ot tile 'Dllited States Aray Reserve Control Group 
which &180 occupies the fourth floor. Tenant agencies 
Stich aa the PBI, Civil Service Coaaission and Mational 
a.e.earch Agency as well as personnel ottices for both 
GSA aJKI the Al"llY Reaerve are located here. Approxiaately 
ooe fifth of the floor space is devoted to those office 
spaces with the balance of approxi•tely 224,900 square 
feet of floor space utiliZed tor storage.of records in 

2 
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the "registry", '\t.my il.~ syst-, and New Air Force 
regiatl")'. Records contained in registry include all 
Amy persOD.Del without reserve obligation aillce 1960, 
a.Dd all other branclles of service eioce 1964. (Anay 
AX syat• includes only anay records between 1980 aad 
196-i.) The Bew Air Force Registry contai.Da :tit+- of 
discharged Air Force personnel since January 1, · 1972. 
•one of these records are tiled by alpllabet, Sli or 
S8AJl but rather by a registry mmber aaaigned to the 
record when it is received at the center. Tile 
registry namber is then programaed to a cOlll)Uter, 
and once tiled caDDOt be located without tbe assistance 
of the computer. Should a record be aiatiled in this 
syate11, it is literally u1oat forever", to use the words 
of Center adlliniatration. 

The AX, regiatry, and Hew Air Force ncut:ry 
systems incurred •iniaal W>ke and water daaage. lloweNr, 
extremely high hu-.idity requires tbat these l"'eCOrda and 
their metal cabinets be cheaically treated to prevent 
rot, aold, mildew and rwat. 

Approxillately 30 percent ot the Bureau•• work 
was drawn from 9.5 aillion record& located on thia flkr. 

Tbe third floor of the ~ter contained 400,000 
cubic feet of organizational record&, which include 
unknown aillions of individual records pertaining to 
variows military organizational wrlts, dependents medical 
records, ot11cera clubs, etc. These files are not used 
by the P'BI, as search for a specific docuaent require& 
b.i.ghly specialized knowledge, and is extremely tille 
cOllSO•ing. A recent GSA project to locate several •l'llY 
finance d<>cumeD.ts for a United States Attorney required 
three solid days ot reeearcll by the entire unit estab­
lished tor this purpose. 

Also contained on tb.e third :floor are three 
and a half aillion personnel recorda in three syst~ 
identified as the Bureau of Wavy lledici~ and SUrgery 
(Buaed), :lew bvy Registry and New Aray Registry. 

Tbe &used section contains about half of all 
Blmed records, and are filed by alphabet, the balance 
having been moved to the fifth floor. 

3 



lfew Jlavy and Kew AIWJ' Regi.wtry'• rep:r..ent 
all pe1"8088 totally diacbarcecf from tboae .. rYicea 
since January 1, 1972. Tbe9e recorda are bicllly 
restricted due to reeeat legislation relatiq to 
releaae of information involving peracma no Mek 
a•S•twe for aarcot1C8 babita developed while in 
tbe service. '1he8e records kaYe been ai.DiaallJ 8a0ke 
and water de-aced. bat are nCJDe-tu-1 ... BG-.:Sect to 
toxic f08£iDC and dryiue operatioaa. Tlleee three and 
a half aillioa recol"dls produce approx:l•tely five percent 
of the lllrean's work at tile center. 

The entire fourth floor i• utilized by tile 
United State. Anq :aa.erve Oolltrol Group and Peraoanel 
AGlainiatration Center. Two large computers are located 
on tbia floor, as are acme tour llillic:m per90Dllel records 
:tor A.nay enlisted and officer peraon.ael currently having 
a reserve obliptioa.. While thia aectiOD iJI not 
geaerally accell&ible to civilian peraonnel. it appeara 
to have been 110re laeavilJ •ter da•ged tO#l the floora 
below. Brig. Gmaeral LOUIS ftOBI', c--ader, baa reportedly 
aade arrange.eats for outside apace in wllicll to carry 
on aaJ.ni•trative functiona of the Control Group, wlaich 
action was ba&ed on the belie~ tJaat if the building can 
ever be reoccupied., it will not be ready for a y•ar or 
more. Whether tile records are to be moved. and to wbere, 
1• not now mown. bat tbey, too, will require proceaming 
for water and humidity da-ge. Approz.1-telJ 20 percent 
of 1'BI in.veatigatiODB concern theee tiles. 

The fifth floor contains ah<Mlt 15,700,000 
recol."'da in aeveral 8)"•tema ll:aown as bvy World .. r I, 
Jlavy World War II, llavy Potlt World War, llarineCCorpa (lie)• 
.. rine Co:rpa otfieer, me 1'1 tne-, ~ Permoa.nel, Bavy 
atreau o1 lledicine and SurcerJ (Blmed), Coast Guard, 
Bavy Officer, Bavy .Pitaesa, Phillipi.De AIWJ'~ and Air 
Poree for the period prior to 1964. Tiie latter were in 
tbe p~ of beislg .oved tl'Oll the aixtb floor. Scme 
ot the olde9t recorda in the ceD.ter dating to 1885 were 
located on thi• floor. Since each of tbe above described 
s1•t ... are .elf-expl.&Datory aa to wb.at records they 
contain, no farther description i• being mtet forth other 
than to indicate tJlat all JlaVJ, krilae Corpe and Coaat 
Guard record& tor pereonnel dillCbarged prior to 1964 are 
located on the fifth floor. All Xavy records of peraonnel 
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discharged since then are located in the registry system 
on the second floor, or in the New Navy Registry on the 
third floor. 

The 15, 700,000 records on five are the source 
of about 15 percent of the FBI's work at the center. 
Water damage to the fifth floor, while better than 
previously estimated, is still eevere,primarily due to 
water running off the sixth floor. These records will 
also require extenaive processing due to water and humidity 
damage. At t~ ti.e it is planned to totally remove 
these records fl"Cla the building to afford safe salvage and 
demolition operations on the sixth floor. A dete::nnination 
of the structural integrity of the fifth floor which 
requires the drilling of core sa.ples and other engineering 
operations also requires the removal of these records. 

The sixth floor contained more than 20 million 
records in five systems identified as W<>T"ld War I, World 
War II, Post World War, Air Force (prior to 1964) and a 
section of Army New Registry referred to as 1973 Registry. 
With the exception o1 an insignificant percentage of 
1973 registry, the records on the sixth floor were 
totally destroyed. Salvage of any re ••nta. if atte111>ted, 
will take many years, and from the standpoint of utilization 
by the Bureau. they are totally lost. The sixth floor 
represented u.p to 30 peroent of Bureau work at various 
points in time, more than that amount during high NA and 
election activity. 

St. ~ouis is continuing to maintain liaison 
with records center officials in order to be appraieed 
of all developments in planning for the future of the 
~enter,a»<t disposition of rmaaining records. Plans 
for records tentatively scheduled to be removed from 
the fourth and fifth floors, but not yet made final, will 
be illBlediately brought to the attention of the Bureau. 
St. Louis is also attempting to determine what tbia office 
will be permitted, as to future review of remaining 
records. It DPlSt be noted, however. that center employees 
are being placed on leave without pay, and there are no 
current plans for recall of employees other than those 
in key positione. Without adequate facilities and without 
personnel to aake cha.rge-outs and to refile, utili~tion 
of the records will not be illlBl&diately possible, and maJ 
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not be available for atlong time to come. 

It is estillated that r01M>val of water from 
the building alone rill take three weeks, and that 
recl .... tion of the records cannot eYen beeiD witil the 
sa1'ety of the building b.a8 been detenained and the 
water removed. 

While a period ot six months aight bring 
liaited access to some records~ a year or more would be 
11<>re nearly accurate. tJSAtl.C»AC .-oproceediq on the 
belief that a year· will be required to make the building 
occupiable. 

Depending OA results of analysis of structural 
data deV'eloped thus far, that tilae .. tiaate aay be too 
optimistic, and a llll.ch loneer period of time may be 
more accurate if the building is found unstable. It 
sbould be noted that present plaaning does not include 
rebuilding of tbe top floor, which will aake the building 
only a five story building. When the building i• reopened, 
space, of course, will be at a preaiwa. 

The above data is furnished the Bureau to 
provide insight as to the future of ailitary records 
keeping in st. Louis, and of efforts bei,na .made by the 
St. Louis Division to detel'lline bow that future will 
e:tfect the Bureau's procedures relating to review of 
ailitary records. 

6* 
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Record ·. c en Te r too damaged 
to hunt for · .. arson evidenee· 

IA n ·Y possibility of finding 
phy6ical evidence of arson at 
the Military Personnel 'Rec· 
ords Center in Overland, dev· 
ii,stated by fire last week, was 
r.uled out Thursday by the 
Federal 'Bureau of Investiga· 
tion. 

1Six FBI agents who spent 
.the entire day .Tuesday arid 
the rubble on the sixth floor 
elf the i m m e n s e structure 
found d a m a g e so complete 
that f u ·r rh er examination 
would ·be pointless, <Robert G. 
Kunkel, s p e c i a 1 lient in 
charge of. rile FBI office here , 
said in an lntorview .. 

"llfE ONLY WAY we'll 
e s t a b i i s h ars~m - if 

s what it was- - will be 
gh inter.views," Kunkel 

' 

He said more than &> per. 
sons who rwere .in or near the 
building when the f~re started 
last T h u r s d a y have been 
questioned and more i n t e 1r­
views are planned. 

The fire centered on the top 
floor of the six-story building, 

twoblocks long and a block 
wide. The center held some 
56 m i 11 i o n files on armed 
f o r c e s personnel, about 20 
million of them on the· sixth 
floor. 

"·A thorough examination of 
tlH! sixth floor disck>sed vir­
tually complete destruction, 
at least 95 per cent of the 
records destroyed and only a . 

small percentage of them par­
tially salvageable," Kunkel 
said. 
·•we· also located the proba· 

hie original site of the fire," 
he said. 

"WE DETERMINED that it 
sta·rted near the center of the 
building, at a point buried un­
der tons of concrete and two 
to three feet of wet, charred 
rubble froin burned records. 

" Because of the collapse of 
the ·IO-inch-thick concrete roof 
in the area, a thorough exam­
ination for evidence of ·arson 
wm Mt be possible. 

"The ori8inal lire site is 
permanently 411accessibie ~ 
'W i l l be demolished as e 
sixth floor is .r e m·o ve d y 
h e a v y construction eq 

ment." 

~
he rool-shilte<I seven inch-

e Tuesday, K'Ullkel~ai 
d as ofT u·:e s d a y nigh 
pie have been pretty . 
ooated.''' 

HE N011ED THAT the rec. 
ords center, la-f8er in floor 
space than the Empire i;tate 
.Building and second on1y to 
the ,p e n t a ,g o n in size, was 
doused with ·oo million gallons 
of water d \I r i n g the f.ire, 
which raged ·out of cantrol for 
two daya. 

Ar s o n w.s considered a 
possi>iUty becau9e there Mve 
been a b o Cl t a doeell .smaH 
fires (n the bvilding in the 
fast two years, m<1st of them 
started in ·weat•skets, Koo.­
kel noted. 

io t he or poHibillties . bei~ 
nsidered, he said, are ace 
nt, spontaneous combusti 
d electrical faults. · 

I 
(In d i c a t e paqe, n a m e o f 
n ewspap e r, clty and state.) 

Pg. 3A, St. Louis 
GLOBE-DEMOCRAT, 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Date: 7 /20/73 
E ditio n : 

A uthor: 

Ed!tor :MAJOR FIRE, NAT 'I, 
PtkSONNEL RECORDS CEN­
TER (NPRC-M), DGP 
POSSIBLE ARSON 
Character: 

o r 

Cla ssll!ca tion : 52-4856 
S ubmttun q O ffi ce: St. Louis 
~ Being lnvesUqa t ed 

( .: 

SEARCHED~lJ_E.J.t U ):J'P' 
SERIALIZE " -··-· . Ill() . , . 1... 

JUL 201973 b7C 
1-
~ 

.. 
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12: l e.'P~ IJRGFNT 7-20-7.3 ~LP 

T'1 ALL SACc:; 

• 

~1!1.~J01 FI~k"·, ~.!AT HHlAL Pl'.;'~ r.;o W~C'.t R~r::rJ0 '!~ r.~~JTF" - ~HL ITA~Y 

UlP1C-M)' f)~sr:qucrroN OF' Govi;:·~~rw~rr PROPi="?TY - ~r)~~IRLt:" AR:-:()~!, 

00: ST. LOUI~. 

Ri::BUT~L TO ALL flF'F'l~F.~ 7/12i?.3. 

FOR INFORMATION OF' ALL 0FF'ICF.S FOW1FR FC"rl!;0 AL ~'1PLOv~~ 

CIVILIAN R~COROS ARE MAINTAI~~ry IN SFPARATF BUIL~I~G T~AT WAS ~OT 

flj;"fi"ECT~!') BY· ~IJ?io.:. ALL r)~Tir,~s CO!'JTHJUt TO ;:?t'.<-HJ~C:T G!VIL IA"J ~i:-r,oqn 

c~~CK~ BY ST. LOUIS. ~T. Lnur~ WILL Anvr~F FRIH1 WH~~ ~ILITAqY 

n~c~n, C~FCKS CAN BE PtSU1~D. 

·' . ~ 

... _ ·--=-··-~ .•.. ~·¥: ·-i ;i.i~~~ ..• -~. _. .... :W. ..... ----.1~ . .:.._·•:.' 
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OPTIONAL !"ORM NO. 10 _... 
"'AY llG llDITICN 

• ~ $SA ""MR {41 CPR) 101•11.I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P DATE: 7-16-73 

FR.OM 

SUBJECT: 
UNSUBS; 
llAJ'OR FIRE 
NATIONAL PERSONDL RECORDS CENTER -
llILITARY 
ST. LOUIS, 110. 
7-12-73 
DGP - POSSIBLE ARBOR 

:

" 1-~2-13 ;tt••n:• •;•• ••1e to locate ~Illinoia, an 
address oh~lne from.be Fe era Records Center (FRC) 
9700 page, st. Louis, Mo., with negative re•ulta. ! lat the •hove adlr•••, telephone 
nuaberl advised that 
she hasived at this addre•s for approxlaa ely six week• 
and that she had been inforaed by a neighbor that thi• 
residence had been vacant tor approxiaately one year. SbI ,,.;+:er •:"• aed that she knew no one by the name 
of_ - - - fhowever, she herself war e•nlov•d et the 
Fe era ecor s Center. Interview with_ I 
is the subject of a separate comaunication. She further 
advised that this residence had been purchased from 
Halloran Real IQCahokia, Illinois, telephone 337-IWOO 
that perhaps if had had dealings with Halloran Real 
Estate they may a e to turni•h a current address. 

Inquiry at 
revealed no record of 

On 7-13-73 

Police Department 

b7C 

and 

an eaf loyee of FRC an~-........................................................... ....-....................................... ~n-e~w ....... -
we l l and knew hi• to reside in tbel Loui• 

--.-r-e-a--and perhaps might have an address tor bia at bi• 
residence and if so, would furnish same at a later time. 

~St. Louis 
c...:6':ss 

2 i/1ldf /1-? 

b7C 
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LE ADS 

THI: ST. LOUIS DIVISIO!f 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

Will continue efforts to locatel 
who was eaployed on the night shift on the __ e_v_e_n~l-n_g_o_f __ __ 

b7C 

7 /11-12/73. 
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Identification Record Request 
FD·ll (Rev. 4·28-65) 

INSTRUCTlONS 

I. This fo~ ma)' be submitted in legible hand printing. 

2. Use st:parate form for each individual on whom 
record is requested. 

J. Mtilte effort to fUTnish FBI idencification numbu, 
law enforcement identification number, or 
military service number. 

~. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
only when FBI number not available. 

.5. Indicate oflace for ref'l'Y in lower right corner 
only. Also list in lower right corner all offices 
which shouU recetve copies of !lvailable records. 
Include codlcA of FD·9 for each office receivir.g 
copies a,.,, /oroJard with original to Bureau. 

6. Do not fiU iii bloclc in lOUJer left caner. 

Date 
To: DIRECTOR, FBI Attention: Iden ti fi cation Division 7-/6-73 
Re MA.JOR. FIR€-' NlfTIOl\J~t.. ~E~~ON~£'( lfECOl2bS 

ltf1L1 TAllyJ .Sr. 'O()l'S~ /'HO. 7-1,;1.-?,3 
Dr?P- possl8~ A-;t.~DN Field File No. s;..-1./BSb 

Furnish e Known Identification Record of the Following: 
Nam 

All<lses 

Sex R1tce 

M 
Helqht Welqht Build 

S'?'' 170 Meri 
FJnqerprint Cl"ssi!lcatton 

Also Furnish: 

181 Photo 

D Fingerprints 

D Handwriting Specimens 

Division's Reply 

Civil 
D n1e• 

D Record Attached 

D Photo Attached 

D Photo Not Available 

D Fingerprints Attached 

All 
0 F'Uos 

D Handwriting Specimen Attached 

Hair 

Residence 

ST. lovt~·- Mo. 
Complexion 

[)11A.,t~ 
Seara, mark• and tntoos 

Return Reply to: 

~~· ST. Louis (52.-&/Ss.) 

Send Copi•s To: 

SEARCH!~ ... IND 
SERIAL~~'Z'-:Fll.ED ... 

JUL 2 21973 

Aqe 

'13 

-b7C 

rZw 
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Transmit in Via ______ a,...j.._r ... t.• .... l ________ _ 
· (Type in plninte :d or code J · f Prinrlt:v> 

-~ ----~-------------------------------------~-------~--------------- -

TO: SAC, Albany 

From: Director, PBI 

MILITARY RECORDS 
PBI NATIONAL ACADEMY MAT'l'l!:RS 

In view of the fire which cau•ed heavy destruction of 
.., military records at St. Louis, Missouri, it will not ~ po11aible 
~ to check these records with regard to National Academy appli-
~ cants for an indefinite period. 

" t It is not desirable to hold up th~ completion of an 
~ investigation for the check of these records. The Bureau will not 
~ accept this as a reason for delinquency·. Upon the completios;i of all 

other investigation, submit the final reeults to FBI H•adquarters 
~ with the notation that military records were not reviewed, if this 
.~ be the case. 
i! 

In lieu of a review of the military records, you ehould 
request the applicant to produce hie discharge and Porm DD-214 for 
review by an Agent. In some cases, it will also be possible to, 
verify the individual's military service by checking his Veterans 
Administration record. You should continue to check the Defense 
Central Indices of Investiqatiorarecorda through the Baltimore Divi­
sion on all apPlicants with prior military service. 

2 - All Field Off ices 

~------·----------------...,,..,.-----------------(Do riot tYIW b11low thi• line.> 

SEARCHED .•••••.. INDEXED. · · • • · • • 
SERlALlZED .. ~···, 

JUL2 21973 
FBI - ST. LQ.U:...:...JS;._.,..--l 

\ 
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Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Wa~hington, D. C$ . , 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 

·-. 

-------'-July 14, 1973 

, . 
This letter relates to the fire at the 1il.litary Personnel Records 
Center, St. Louis County, which your agents are presently investi7 
gating. 

The attachments (5 pages) describe what I consider to be 
dence" relating to the origin of the fire. Reference is 

, one attachment, a copy of .the letter from Representative 

"hard evi­
made to 
Rodino to 

Representative Hungate dated June 28, 1971· . . 
. I b7C 

The recording}described in my "Statement" (a copy herewith attached} 
was stored in !the c'enter. Twice before an effort· has been made to 
§.es.t.roy this :fecordine; bJ:: arson \dth. extensive dar:iage to government 
,E_rope,rt;y. 

There is one complication in regard to thi investigation - the present 
agent-in-charge of' the St. Louis FBI office. a1his individual 1 upon 
learning the details of' this case and being a long time favorite of 
the late John Edgar Hoover, is very lik~ly to do everything that he 
can to cover up. Surely you will remember that he was transferred 
to the St. Louis office by Acting Director Gray as a disciplinary 
action because of a cover up. 

Supervision of the investigation obviously should not be by this man 
and I µrge you to take appropriate action. 

I Very truly yours[ . ' 

-------- ..:J:2-~~ - ?'~ 

A,.._A-



. . 
~-WILLIAM L. HUNGATE 

~ !:)IGTI'llcT, MJ,~OllRI 

2"17 RJ>.,.,,ftH BulLOIHO 
.._ ioz.us-2gsci 

SELECT COMM :rrEE ON 
$MALL BUSINESS 

.,nJDICIARY COMM1Tr£11E 

' 
CHAIRMAN, SEL.EeT SU8C:Oi.IMITTEIZ ON 

CHAIRMAN. Sl,IBCOMMITTi'.E ON l.. ENVlRONMEHT ... L l'ROBLEM5 

~ongrcss of tbt Wniteb ~tates 
~ou~e ot i\epte~cntatibeu 

HiM'{Jfngron, 13.~. 205t5 

REl"OflM OI" P"EDE'.RAL CRIMINAL LAWI 

c·· 

June 29, 1973 

1 I . 

'--~~~~~-'Missouril_~~~-
Dear_l ___ I 
In further ref ererice to your lefter regarding the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, enclosed is a letter 
I recently received from Chairman Rodino advising 
that you~ correspondence has been made ~ part of the 
records ~f the Committee on the Judiciary, 

With best wishes, I am 

urs, 

WLH/Il}.ah 

.. 



. PnEfll W. RODlHD, '"· ~tt .. !. 
1 ·:•tA.fMMAN 

\RQLD D. bONOf-n.JC. M1.a•. . ao~-.. ~n fflJTCH•N50N. MICH. 
1CI( 8ROOK.l, t't::X. ROl!Ent MCCt.ORT, ILL. 
>llt:RT W. KA5Tl:NMl:l~A, 'W19. HENRY ~. SMlni IU. H,Y. 
)H E:OWAMOS, C1'.L11P. CHAFtLES W. $A.NOMAN, J ... , M..J; 
ILLIA,._. l.. HUNGATIE", MO.. TOM l'IAfLSOACK, ILL 

::; 1;!~~';.:~0MlCt4. ~~R0L~ ~~:!~:.'~!;;'LllP• 
:ftO~ li"ALDI£, CA.UP'. MA.MIL.TON Pt$H, JP'l. 1 ff.Y. 
ALftR. P'LOWERS, ALA. WILEY MAYNE:. 10WA 
•MIES "• MANN, s.C. 'L.AWA£.N(:I: i. MOOAN9 MD. 
"-Ut. S. SARl!IAN'E.5, MD .. • 'lfJL\-lAM I. IK1£AY•NO, OHtO 
>HN F'. 81[18CRLING, OMIO M. CALOW£LL •IJTl.EJlt• VA, 
l.0RG£ IE, DANIELSON~ C:AUP',. WU ... 1..IAM 8 • COHEN, MAlNC 
DBCRT I'. ORlt-IAN, MASS, T"Dn' &.OTT, MlSS, 
.CA.R'L~S a. ~ANGt:L, k.Y. HAftOLO Y, l'ftOl:HLlcM. WIS. 
"-"BAJllA JORDAN, TIEX, CAlltLOS I, MOO"H~, CAUP'• 
AY THORPiTON, A.IU(, IOllPH le MAAAX.IT1, H.J. 
Ll'tABlli."f'M HOLTZMAN, N.'t', 

IAl'NE CIWEHS, UTAH 
DWMD !1'1!%VIHSKY, loWA. 

-,, 
' 

C1Inn.sr£11s of f11~ ~nit.ea ~hrles 
Qlnnunittee nu: il1~ Wuoicfuq? 

~Out;e of ~~epre5mfnfiuea 

~a1odt~sfou, ~LQ!. 20515 

. June 28, 1973 

Honorable William L. Hungate 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Bill: 

·Thank you tor bringing to my attention correspondence 
from your ~onstituentJ I concerning 
difficulties he encoun .. t_e_r_e_d_w_i_t_h_t_h_e_F-. "B. I. 

( 
·---

I want to assure you tha~ lcorrespondence has 
been made a part of the r~e-c-o-rd-a~o-f__.the Committee on 
the Judiciary. "' 

Best regards. 

Sincerely. 

@~·-
PETER W. RODINO• JR. 

Chairm.tn 

PWR:dc 

..... ~ . 

•0tm,\L COUH9ELI 
.ll!:ROMI: M. 1EIPMAl'I 

AllSOCll\TE GIDIERAL COUff$f1,1 
CIARHCR J, GLIHE 

COUMSl!Lt \ 

./O!JIEl'lf l'ISCHElt 
t<EIU•CRT l'UC:HS 
HE"•llLRT E. HOF',.MAN 
WIL1.1AM r>. S>IAT'TUCIC 
ALAN A.. f'APIKE1' 
JAMES f'. l'"ALCO 
Mit\UftlCa A. 9411t80ZA 

DOlfALD ·~ 81:NN 
.. RANKLfH G. "OLK 
ltOOll:" A. PAULEY 
'THOMAS L MOONli'I' 
l'CTl:lt T. •TIUWe 
NICHAA. W. •U>MMElt 

ALaXAICOtlft •• -

I · 

b7C 

' i. 
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I I 
-'~~~~--.-IMissour~ 

June 20, 1973 ---

Reprosentative;William L. Hungate 
9th District of Missouri 
House Office Building 
Washington, D. c. 20025 

Dear Mr. Hungate: 

r 
I 

It is my understanding that you are a member of the House Judiciary 
Committee which will very soon give consideration to legislation 
relati~g to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

It will be very much appreciated if you will give or forward this 
letter nnd its attachment to any member of the Judiciary Committee 
who may have an in~orest. 
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The sordid case described in the attachment is known to man;t...J\U!l=, 
Jll!ll!l:l:~o llllr and present, in the Bureau and ~ong these i"'------.J b

7
C 

\ 

Sincerely_ yours, 



l. In the period, 1946 to 1955, oxcept rcr a year or service 1n 
the Korean war, I was ciiicf librar:J.an at. the VA hospital, florth 
Little nock, /\rkansas.. In tho course of en ndmini3trative hear!:ng, 
which started in 1953 and continuod into 1954, \tith every t1ot'tl 
being voice recorded, I was ui tnesn to the rm1 intimidat:J.on or the 
hospita~ p6rsori-"lel officer. 

2. ThG recording of this ac.L.~inistrative heoring, in the form of 
discs, tro.s stored in the hospital odministra~ion building, an old 
brick end wood structure. F-~ost of tha testimonies relating to the 
intirli.datior,, dcspi.te a ruling to 'tht:: contrary by the llcarine com­
mittoechairman, lu1s deleted from the tY?--"!>(} transcri11t. 0£ the heur­
ing. 

3. Within a ohort time there were four incendiary fires at tho 
hospital with destruction of property vnlued at nearly $1,000,000. 
There were two efforts to destroy the hospitnl. adminiBtration 
build~g. 

4. To me, and apparently to othcre. it uao reasonable to ansume 
that the record.int:~ housed in the hospital administration building 
were the ta'"'get, of }the arsonist. 

; I. . 

l s. ,\ £ea days after tho first effort to burn the ttdntln1strat1~'l 
buildi~ I decided to ma.ke a visi1# to tho Little Rock- offi.t".O or 
t.lio PB!. Actually• I had already l'~d a brief convcrnntion 11 ~t the 
hospital, l"Jith. the t·t:o FDI agents who t-mra in"tostie;ating t.ho fires. 

\ 

6. My oz;ani.ng atatanant (herein nocess~rily paraphraned) tms 
this: ur balieve that ths int.im1dat1cn of hofilcsexunls ia irivolved 
in the i":tres." With that, the t\"'O &ecretariea who were typing in 
the off'icc stopped work and pre_!-><"1rcd t,o listen. The two acent& 
asked that l go outside the office with them £or a continuotion 
or tho dis~ussion. 

7. 0Jtside the offico. in the }k~ll, l w~s not allowod to proceed 
1'urthQr. "You arc not ~lie first hospital employee.u I '4.~'ls told, 
"to cot.in to U:J with aueh n st.at.m:,,cnt. We have been directed by a 
high authority to mak\.: no investigation of any contention t.hnt t.h~ 
1nti'1lidat.ion or homos~xunl.S is invol.ved in the.f'ircs nt tho hos .. 
pital..'1 

8. I r::ade ir1quiry aa to thu idcmtity or the "high autho1"'S~ty~ and 
was edvised t.hat it. l;as J. faignr Hoover, Direcr~r, Federal Bureau 
or lnvestication. 

• 
9. The foregoing i~,. 0£ courue, nothing less thtAn the obstruction 
or justice. 

I 

I 
l 



--
10. This action·on the part of J. Edgar Hoover resulted in t~e 
following. The FBI made no investigation whatever of my contention 
(and the contention ofo:;.bers) that. the target of the arsonist was 
the recording of the administrative hearing wherein the hospital 
personnel offic~r had been subjected to intimidation and identifi­
cation as a homosexual. 

11. Additionally, there was no public identification or the per­
sonnel -officer - a friend of Hoover of long acquaintance - as a 
homosexual. · 1 

12. All in all, it was a cover up of a major scandal. 
, 

lJ. I wrote a letter to Senator ~Ulbright in regard to the toi~­
going. 

14. My letter to Senator Fulbright resulted in my being called to 
the Little Rock office of the FBI for an "interview.u 

15. I was told that Hoover was very angry in regard to the letter 
that I had written to Senator Fulbright. · There were threats or 

· action which would be taken against me if I wrote another letter 
in regard to the ~ase. 

\ 
J 

16. An effort was made, nevertheless, to convince me that the FBI 
had "solved" the.case. The agents were "suspicious" of several 
mental~; 1:comn:t:n~- patients at the hospitr* and. in ~articular, 

la World War II veteran. ad, so I 
--~---i----...... ~~P-""!....-was to· , a criminal. mind." ~ _____ , 

17. Further, so I was told, they had asked thatr Iba .taken· 
from the open ·ward where he was then assigned and transferred to 
the hospital's maximum security ward. The medical staf.f, citing 
the improvement thatl lwas making, offered objection to this 
request on the part of the FBI. 

18. I protested acainst their "solution" of tho case - pointing out 
that their action l-Jas a severe punishment for a man who in all prob­
ability was innocent. r~ry protest met with ridicule. "The man is 
insane," so I was told, ttand woultln•t know whether he was in an 
open l!ard or locked up." I realized that these agents knew nothing 

.about _mental illness. ' 

19. I lspent the next fifteen years of his life, 
~rom January of 1955 to January of 1970• in the r.aaxir:rum security. 
ward at the hospital. Indeed he was, as he has d~scribed those 
years, "a political prisoner." 

{ 
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20. Finally, after fifteen years or continuous effort, I was able 
to secure his return to an open ward. Inci~ntn1 J ]C I deiroted r great 
deal of effort to cutablishing the fact tha had 
never before been accused of any crime. 



TO 

~OM 

SUBJECT: 

~.._- .. 
MAT1•imrn. 
G .. l'PMlt ('1~ 101•11.I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, St. Louis (52-5856) 

Director, FBI 

MAJOR F1RE 
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -
MILITARY (NPRC-M) 
JULY 12, 1973 
DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY -
POSSIBLE ARSON 
00: ST. I.OUIS 

DATE: July 20, 1973 

Re st. Louis teletype dated July 18, 1973. 

Enclosed is one copy each of a letter dated July 14, 1973, 
and its enclosures r~c;eiyed trfml 

I I Missour1L . ---------------

Review of Bureau files disclosQas interviewed by Bureau 
Agents in connection with a Crime on Government Reservation investigation 
during 1954 involving a series of fires at the Ft. Root:r::Erans Adminis­
tra:on HospitaJ, North Little Rock, Arkansas, wher as employed 
as al J St. Louis_~~to be in possession complete back­
ground information regarcnnq____J See your file 70-509. 

Letter received fronrlbe~rwarded to St. Louis in view 
of captioned investigation. R~~'e!pt of L_J letter not being acknowledged. 

1 - Little Rock (Enclosures - 5) (For info) 

Enclosures - 5 

--5 ;;;;~4~~-;J~ 
SEARCHED_. ·~:: .~NDEXED ....... . 
SERIALIZE~~ILED ~ :f:-;' 

JUL221973 



IN REPLY PL EASE REF!" TO 
UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

it.POfllUI: 

DIRECTOR ST. LOUIS REGION 

U.S.CIVU. S!:FIVIC.:E COMMISSION 

FEDERAL BUILDING 

ST~ LOUIS REGION 
YOUR REFERENr.E 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 63103 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63103 

JUL ~ 0 IS73 

TO: All Agency Administrative/Personnel Officers 

SUBJECT: Fire - Military Records Center 

The Federal Executive Board met today to discuss the total impact of 
the recent disaster and what support activities should be provided by 
the Federal community. 

The Human Resources Committee was charged with full responsibility for 
any type of placement activities of personnel that may be affected on 
either a short I 
have designated as 
Project Officer function. of his office 
will serve as alternate. They may -4271 or in b 7 C 
Room 1731 at 1520 Market Street. 

The current situation is that the staff of the facility has been 
granted administrative through Wednesday, July 25, 1973. A portion 
of the people have been recalled to work, but the sixth floor of the 
building w.ill apparently have to be completely removed. The result 
is that Army and GSA are facing two completely different sets of 
problems. Army feels they will return to full operation almost 
immediately, while GSA has suffered record damage that is quite 
extensive and could affect their staffing seriously. Should this 
be the case, your assistance in providing outplacement for these 
people will be vital. 

We will provide you with current information as soon as it becomes 
available and will be requesting your full conunitment to solving the 
problems that emerge. 

Sincerely, 

F~~s \1 t~:~~rrnan 
Human Resoijrces Committee ~~ 4~ _ q/ 
Federal Executiv '/'~&> ~h 

~ ••.. lNDEXUJ:..·· 
SERJALJZEIJ.':' ~ED .f.fi.q+._ 



FD- 350 (Rev . 7 -1 6- 63 ) • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below} 

l __ :N- ----f'mo- ' __ - - -__ ,_,--f . o-,- -----... - . . -. . . ' .. ' . · ' 

l'Of~ Ars~n 
-At -- €enter 
Investlg~ion of the 'ln_assiv'e 

fire at ti. ·Military Pers6nnel 
Records Center in Overland has 
·uncovere4 no evidence to indi­
cate how the fire began, the 

-- Federal Burea11 of Investieation -
has reported. 

"We've found no physical evi­
dence to indicate arson' or to in­
dicate what · was the cause," 
said Charles J. OevH:, assistant 
special agent of the F·BI's St. 
Louis office. He said that poa&i­
bllltles under consideration in­
c I u d e d accident, spontaneous_ 
c o m b u· s t I o n and electrical 

'faults, as well as anon .. 
Age~ h av e been In the 

buildil)R. but have not gone.yet 
to the sixth floor, Devic said. 
Govern~nt agencies, including· 
th.e F e d e r a I Bureau of Stan­
dards, are testing the structure 
to ~ee whether the si-:th floor 
is safe to enter. 

"It's still .possible that it may ' 
.be unsafe, since it's supporting 
the weight of the roof and the 
rest of the m a t er i a 1 on the 
floor," he. said. He Indicated 
_that the tests probably would 
b.e ·Completed this week. 

- Arson ·has _been considered a 
po&slbillty because the building 
bu. had about a dozen small 
fires over the last two years. 
-Most of ttiese · were started IA 
Wi.ste' blskets, a General Serv­
l~s Administration spokesman 

' said. " ;= _____,. 

. . ,f1BI •!P" h•!_ interviewed I 
~ore th n 80 pers n1 who were; 
~ or near the bu 11 ding last! 
Thursdlff, Devic qid. Most of1 
tb_ese per I 0 n I WOl'led in the: 
building. 

:J'he s i x t h floor held about 
:l01000,000 p&per files on fonner 
members of the Army and Air 
-Force. The entire building, a 
block wide and two blocks Jong, 
contained the f i I e s of about 
56,000,000 armed forces person-nel. . 

A spokesman f o r the GSA 
said that the prelimfoary Inves­
tigation had i n d i c a t e d that 
4$,000 cubic feet of records on 
the first five floors had been 
damaged by water. "That's out! 
of a total of more than 1,000,000 
cubic feet, so we came off pret­
ty· well on that," he said. 

On the sixth floor, the first 
loOk indicated that about 80 per , 
cent of the records had been 
destroyed. "The only exception 
Is a portion of the new Anny 
registry files, the files oil re­
~tly discharged personnel," 
he . said. "That appe,an to be 
about 95 per cent aal~able.'' 

1 Most of ~ 2200 cff'_lllan em­
ployes at tlie center_ :will be on 

· administrative I e a v e _through 
next W e d n e s d a y, ,in Army 
spokesman said. At>out 50 inter.' 
mittent employes may apply at 

- the .local state employment of. 
fices for . unemployment com­
pensation. 

Some employea ~Y be called 
to work on essential projects, 
and others aJOOlli the full-time 
and temporary penonnel are 
subject to call Wiien needed, he 
said.. T h _o s e ml vtcaUon will 
continue ~ ~ 0n V&cadon j 
status, he . :- . ,. 

( Ind i ca t e p a g e , na me o f 
n ewspa p er, c ity and sta t e.) 

Pl3A, St. Louis Post­
DISpatch, St. Louis, 
iiSsouri 

D a te: 7 /19/73 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

I (no aiddle ••-.>I 
St. LOui•, li••ouri, iele11toa-9f..,.i ... :::::::::::::::::::::_ .... _ .... _: 
Federal ProtectiY• Service (JPI), Jlliltar7 Per•oaael 
aeeor .. Ce•t•r (llPBC), 87ff Pas•, Overlaad, •i•aoari, 
turaialled tla• follcnri .. iato~tlo•: 

Be atatect Jae worllecl tu aidaisllt to a:oo J..K. 
•kift at tile aecorda ceater -• arriYH at tla• aecorda 
ceater oa ~uly J.J, 1173, at ••proxi.ately ai .. lsbt 
..... Ile •ia•ed ia. After recei viq lli• swa :fr• tla • 
FPS of fio• located oa tile .... t •• of tile buil•taa, he 
proceecle4 to tM tllird floor to coa•act a routiae clleck 
of •••· Be tla•• returaed to ta• tir•t floor to s•t 
the •is• out ah .. t ter tile c119tedial ... loy.... •• 
•• ia tlM proo- of p0111t1oa1a1 lllmael:f aear tll• •••t 
aatr&•c• Of tla• bU114liq tO •1•• 1"t the MD]QY9M •l!trD 
be received a telepaoae call trOll~-~~~ ...... ~~~~~~­
wbo adviaed bi• there was a fir• Oii the fo.rtb floor. 

__ __.I took tb.e p&a••D1•r elevator to the :foutll 
1loor wJaere Jae atated r~: :••: ~ !•E: ... aad difficult 
!:.b~::;::·11!:raa.!~~o;a .~It; .~!!r~. oa tbe 

0 floor and that be could not aau it aay futher. 
••id be heard ao explo•ioa• aor did ~• ... ••1 f laaes 

g this period that he W&• on the fourth floor. 

I ladvi••d tbat he then returned to the first floor and awaited the arrival of the fire depart .. at. 

b7C 

7/12/73 Mi••ouri SL 52-4856 -99 
)oler'viewed on 

SA WILLIAll J. AllLD, 
SA RICDRD 1'. B 7/18/73 

by __ 

• ' - - --=-L-- -- ·~ - --- .. - ...1 •• 1 ....... ..,.r .... ,...,, ,. ,.._,... , 1, . .. ,,., ....... ·""' ' 1h ""' F P.l 11 i!'; tht:> o ro D~r" t v o f ~he FB I and 1s loo~ed t o y o v r Qgen<y~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dole of l<onsuiphon JUlJ IQ, 1973 

St. LoW.•, 
•1-oar1, e .. Yi ... tla&t u ... 
emplo,. .. u a witll tu ..._ral 
ProtectiYe Service nl at u .. •111tar1 Pen-el 
a .. orda C-ter (-.C), ., ..... e, 0Yerl ... , •i•llO•ri, 
teleplaoae SM-TIU. .. :furai•.._. 'lae tollOC .. 
i•formatioa: 

I l•t•tecl t ... t Ile worw tae ai .. icllt 
to •ieo •·*· .nr' &ad oa Jal1 11, 1173, .1,... 1a at 
tile DltC at approz:laatel,. lai .. isllt 1'1lereia M ... 
1iv• lai• swa aad tile k.,• to tM 1PI Ynicle. Be 
•tate4 Ile left tile lluilAi .. tllroasla tu .... t utruoe 
at •-.roxillatelJ 11:10 A.•. to 1 .. .-ct tile JPI oar 
wllicb na .-n• i• tlw ,...'\ •traaoe i• froat of 
tile •tept1 to t• lH~. Am Ile wu iupeotiq t:IM 
vellole, a nit• .. 1. Qprui•tel1 16 to 38 J'e&r• old, 
lOllC llipJti•-t1 .. U.ir, weari .. a nit• -toro1cl• 
llelaet &H ritiq a ... 11 -toro,.cle, •nroacla .. Ilia. 

fti• 11Mli vi••l, wlao ._ aalaaasa to 
advintl Ilia tut .M llacl oa..rV' .. tlli9 ti ... "lr.:~---
aout..._t coraer ot tb• aeoor1111 c .. ter. aterecl 
tile ftt8 aar aad ctroY• to tll• •o•t-..et coraer o •ll• 
hoor .. C-ter wlaere Ile oJMerY .. th fire btaraiq 
on ta• •ixtll f loer anrozt..ately oae-tllird dOWll tile aicle 
ot tile ba11•1aa 1• aa ... t•rd direction. Tbe fl-• 
were alaootiq out tile wia .... direotlJ •••• taae 
red OOllJtGter ca~l .. t• wllioll are locat.. •• tile f ittk 
t loor. Tu bl&ae fta-... ... iar ..... 11 wi .. _ 
iD 'tM 'tep Of tlae •irtla floor. 

I lr.,..terecl t~ velliole ... drove 
back to tile w•t ea-truce of tbe aecora Cuter wllere 

b• ··;;;G tbe fir• to l'PS ....._ _____ ... tar• oall .. tll• O••rlaa• l'ir• Bepr~t 
uf ____ took tu ........ r •l•v•t•r ea tw ••t 
eal G • baildiq to tile •iztll floor. 

--------~~- ·-··-----·-----· ~--

b7C 

lnterv.iewed on 
52-'8M -,, 

by __ ~_._.l ________ ~_""'f#.FtY4----W.J~~~ Date doctoted ___ 
7_/_l_l_/_7_3 ___ _ 

7/11/73 Overland, Mi••ouri 
_______ al ___ ·- ___________ File# 
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SL 51-4858 

A• ta• door to th• eJ.-w•t;:~119••d o• ta• 
•ixtb floor ••oke ruah•d in an~JPr••••d the 
buttoa for the fourth floor. Be ex oa tae fourth 
floor and tb•• walked to th• •ixtll floor via the 
•tair•. Be was waable to opea tile door at tile top b7C 
of the •tair• on th• •ixth floor •• the ••'*• wa. too 
heavy. •• returna4 to t-· fift- r1oor via tile atair• 
and call•dl p• a paon•. 

____ I-ta ted II• r-i••d ia tlae fifth floor 
area watil ... a.er• of tae fir• ••part .. at ll&d arrived 
aad ••t up taeir firefi1ati .. equ1,..at i• th• aaackbar 
oa tae fifth floor. 

I L•tiaated tllat approziute1,. 30 cu.todial 
people w•r• ta tae buildi .. taat ....... aad would be 
worki•S throughout the bu11•1as. AccordiAI to their 
•chedule, tb•J aor .. lly quit at 12:30 A.M. aad exit 
throyll the •••t aad weet door• of tu builtlias. To 

ikaowl•ds•, ao oae •18e would be ia ta• aecorclll 
....... c-.-.-t.-r-.-1~tla tta• exceptioa of i••i•id•x ·: ·;:k 

on tile ce>11put•r• oa tla• fot1nll floor. tated tlaat 
ao oae workm oa th• •ixtb tloer at atsb w ~k• •xceptioa 
of tbe custodial force. 

2 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF 1NVESTIGATION 

Dole of tran"r.plion ..JUlJ 20, 1973 

1st. Loui•, 
•1-ouri , ....... ""!! .. ~""""""'111""!!a!"'ll~~ez-~.,. ... 1,..._. ............ ""'!!.!"'llt ....... i!""l'ii---·1 ... 1~1 .... 1~lar1 Pen-•l 
B•oor .. Ceater (-.C), 9708 ... e, &lld turai.ia.d 
tll• tollowi.. iatormatloa: 

r l•t•ted tllat it ... 1119 penoul 
opiaiea t&ii tile lire at tlae -.C a.a. 1-s• -..Iler• 
ia ta• 1 .... i•t• viciait1 of u•ricllt 001 .... A-17 

tile top floor. r .. tlli• tlleor1 - repor"t• 
aad A-20 oa tile ::h :1Er of tll• 1tu11•1as, wlliob i• 

of initial •illl~ 611• blase u• from a •lapical 
ezaaiaatioa of tb• debris r ... iai .. aft•r ta. fir• 
,,... ezti .. uiabed. 

B• •tate41 tlaat tJae fir•t fir• alar11 
WU •ouadH at approzimatelJ a: 13 A... • JalJ 11, 1973. 
•• arriY .. •laertl1 tbereatter .. •• iaitial 1 .. pectioa 
of tile pr_i_ waa Mias ooaduct• to d•t•l'llia• 
tllie exact loeatioa of tll• fir• ia or4er t-..t tll• fir• 
ti1btias eqai,..at ai1bt lie direot .. aocordillalJ. 
It •• lint taoaslat tlae fir• - oa th• tourtll or 
fiftla fleer. Aa aauaual uaout of --*• ,,.. eaoouatered 
in tile -•'• room oa tile fourtll floer aear tile 
eao&lator• 1• tu ceater of tile bail•i••· A •ullllequent 
i••pectioa of tll• fiftll f leor rea•lt .. ia fiadi .. a 
heavier coaceatrattea of 8llolle aad t~e •r ... aoe of beat 
appareatly radiatias ctowaward from tile •ilrtb floor. 

Aa 1 .. peotioa of tbe aiztb floor wa. iapom•ible bee•- 01 tile iaten•e beat aad ..-.. Be •t•tecl 
that tla• 11.a 1r&8 ao i•t-•e tlaat tb• face -••of tb• 
fir .. •• .. 1ted aad tile black fir ... • coat• turaed whit• 
ia tbe heat. 

a.•ed. on tbe abov•-d••oribed initial 
iaapectioa, 1 I felt tlaat tile fir• llad been b .. raiq 
for ._. till• before it a. reported, Potl81blJ aa early 
•• 4:00 P.M. the previoua daJ". A• ao wtadow wer• opea 
aor were ••1 ciraalatias fa .. operati .. oa t~• •ixtb 
floor, II• llelMo•latll&t tll• •ok• ... forced to ... ir. a 

Overl••d, llia•ouri SL 52-4856-/0i!J 

:~" ••••.O ~ .. --------..... -=---) k1 _..~A_: pdp . O-o-le-d;-cto-te-d~-Fi-le-#~-7-/_1_8_/_7_3 ___ _ 

7/17/73 
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downward path to the other floor• aad the path of 
l•••t re•istaace wa• offered by ta• eacalator 
paaaa1••· As tbe fire coat1a"9d to ~ura, the 
heat built up, fore .. tile fl.... upward aad outward 
alone the ce111aa line until t~•J broke out the 
ezterior window. at a poiat a .. r colmua A-17 and A-20 
on th• aouth •id• of the buildiDC. 

A phJ•ical ezaa1nat1on troa the south exterior 
windowa to a point approxiaately 150 feet north toward 
the center of the building and bouadecl by two north - south 
i•ac1nar7 lines on the west and •••t troa colmi111911 A-17 
and A-20 reapectively revealed t~at a areat aaouat 
of heat had bee• coaceatrated in thi• particular area. 
A• one approach•• the center of t.tae ';,•uildiac, th• .. tal 
open shelve• which foraerly contained ailitary records 
are twisted aad turned and in •om• plao .. actually 
aelted. 

In the area of great .. t heat, the concrete 
ceiliDC bad collap••d oa tile filiaa ca~iaet• aad oa 
th• floor. Military recorcla in thi• area are coapletel1 
destroyed and in aost place• no &all r-.ain•. u one 
proer••••• aouthward toward tile ezterior wall witbin 
tbi• afore-de•cribed area, r ... iaa of the fil .. can be . 
fowad oa ib• •aelv••· Tb• aall .. proer••• frOll practically 
no r ... in• to powdered wbite a•b to heavier 1ray aab 
to charred cbuaka of fil•• to a poiat •••r tile south 
window• wbere the file• are approziaatel7 75' intact with 
only the ecl1•• bein1 buraed. 

I l•tated that ba•ed on hi• aurvey in 
tbe A-17 to 1-10 colmaa area, be believed tit.at tbe fire 
bad begun 1• tlli• viciaity a•prozia&tely 75 to 100 feet 
froa the aoutb wiado .. in a aorillerlJ direction. 

2 

b 7C 



FD 102 iRt V 11-2 7 70 ) • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote o f fr on •cc ;ptian _7_;/_2_0__;/~7_3 __ _ 

L I :hderal Protect! ve 
Service ,ationil Pirm wl Bicoraa Ointer-11111 tary (MPRC-11), 
9700 Pace, furnished the copies of written stateamts that the 
ProtectiYe 8erYic• had taken troa the following protective 
officer• and guards: 

-----l•s thel ITburadaY· Jply 12. 
1173 troa •14IB1strt to s :oo 11.11•. aaai lwa• tu T ________ ...... 

I Ion hda .. daJ, July 11, 1173, tr'* 3:00 P.•. to 11:00 P.M. 

b7C 

Betwen 11:00 P.M. and 12:00 •tdalsht, July 11, 1973, due 10 
scbedulig, tbere would have 0Dl7 been two pards on duty, _ 

I Jpbonetic). ---

It is noted that stateaents froa all tbe guards had 
not been taken at this tiae but all will be interviewed • 

• 

Interviewed on_7_:_/_1_6-<.../_7_3 _____ 01 81:. Louia, M1890uri File# SL 52-4856 ff)/ 
~._ ________ ,._c_k_~+i~,,...,)!lc:...o..::.._J _______ Da1e d1c1area __ 

7_/_l_9_/_7_3 __________ ~ by 
-
.... 
= This document contains neither recommendations nor condus1ons o f the FBI. H ~~ the property of lhe FBI o nd ;s ~ ooned to yo vr agency; 

- II end its content5 are not to be distribu!ed ou l5ide y o u r agen cy. 

= 



;~·1 3o ;:p;v 11)7701 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 0 1 lranS< c iplian July 23/73 

I hras re-interviewed at his 
bo111e at I 1 St. Louis, Missouri, and furnished the 
following infor .. tfon: 

I ~dvised thlt since be was interviewed by 
Special Agent4 _ ]on July 
12, 1973, he has not seen any of the cuatodian• that work 
under hi• at the Military Record Center. ~ ~tated 
again that he learned about the cut 15 or 25 minutes 
after midnight on July 11, 1973. further advised 
that to date he has no suspects concern ng the fire • 

._~~__.lwas questioned about the master key that he 
has access to, and he advised that he seldom ever uses the 
master key and rem.embers speciticale:::lhe did not use the b"(' 
key on the night of July 11, 1973. tated that this '"" 
key is held by the night guard in t e record center. 

llwas questioned concerning a I I who 
may have ~Y been onQ'h ifth or sixth fioors on the 
ni ht of ~uly 11, 1973. _ atated that to hi• knowledge, 

was never on the • th floors and was working 
~o:n""""S'I:":...._ urther advised, however, 

tha are good friend• and 
ride 

lnte<viewed on July 16' 1973 <2%_S_t_._L_o~u_i_s_, _K_is_•_o_u_r_i ___ Fil~, SL 52-4856 ~I~ 

SA I ~~sl July 20, 1973 
\,Y----1 • ..._ ________ _.11--: ___ Clo•e di<to•ed __________ _ 

•. , ..... .. 1.,h.-.,...,, . ~ !h i=: FB L 11 1s ~ne properly of ~he FBI and is ~oaned lo your agency; 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

I ; 1. ' ' ''"·' , ,, ,- 7 /23/_73 

..... ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~st. Loui.., 
Miaao~i, wu iafol"IHCI of t.be iclea:tity ot tlM iaQrYiewiq 
Aseat u well u tile tact tb&t Ile wu beiq iaterTiewed 
oonceraimc a poaaibl• Feileral Yiolatioa 1a cwa1eqti91 
with tke DeetrlAOtioa of QoyerJa1M•t P90,.rty.l~~~~~~~­
wu ad•i•ed tllat Ile wu 8eiq rei•t•r•i .. ecl 1a eftorta 
to detel'llill• th• exact tt... of llh wller .. boata oa tb.e 
eYeDias of July 11, 1WT3. r ~tated tll&t Ile arrived 
at work at approxiaa111.J 3:4! p.a. aacl weat to work 09 th• 
•ecolMI fleor at tu Military Peraoaa.l 8eoor4C.at•r. He 
worked o. the Hcond floor 11 the corridor watil h:U 
luDCh break at 7:30 p.a. J'ollowiq hi.9 luaok break 
b• went up to tbe •ixtll floor wb.ere Ile werked fro11 
approxiaately 8:00 p.a. uatil 10:00 p.a. lie tllea went 
down to tile firat floor wlaere he worked for an additional 
two hoars until •hortly after aidniellt at wlaicb tia• he 
chaaced cloth .. and pre.-.re4 to •1&• out aad ao hoae. 
Be r~all• tllat .be tint laeard of a fire 11 the buildia&' b7C 

i,1'•. ! .. + ·- ·-~""'· ... -! '-.'· f · 

floor. l•tated th.at be i• comiderably older 
at apprr1~*·:: 12:2S a.a., wlMa Ile wu oa the ft.r.t 

t.ban the .Cor y ot the eaploy ... at llilitary Peraoaael 
Becor4 Cellter and d04NI not ... o~iat• wit~ hi.a fellow 
-ploy.... Be, tlleretore, coal• aot recall ta. llAllff of 
aay of the otb•r iadividuala who worked on tbe •i.Xth 
floor with hia. 

7 /17/73 St. Louis, •ia•ouri SL 52-4856 
~· ii u 'fl __ __ _ _ _ __ 

····· ~1~1 ___ l:vl.8 7/'J0/73 
I•. ;1·_1,, 1 ,...-~ _ _ --

• ,. o" • • - "+ '!' '' ! " · ·~ · J, + • • , :I', 'I . ' •, -r- .. 

- - -

liJB 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

L : • . , " ·, . 7/20/73 

'!--------~----' wu iaforaed of the identity 
of the interviewinc Acent aa well ... the fact that he 
was be111& interviewed concernia& a poaaible Federal 
violation in oo,pei;tto, with the O..tructioa of Govern-
aent Property. _ _adviaed taat he i• .. ployed by 
the UNIVAC Division of the Sperry Raad Corporation, 4100 
Lindell, st. Louis, Missouri and for the paat thr .. to 
four aontba baa been workinc rasularly at the C011.puter 
Section of the Military PeraollJlel Record Center, 9700 
Pace. He stated taat this section is located in the 
northwest corner of the fourth floor of tbe building. 
Bia regular work abift i8 frOll 8:15 a.a. to 5:00 p.a. and 
that on July 11, 1973, he arrived at work at approxiaately 
8:00 a.a. and departed shortly after 5:00 p.a. Re recalled 
that he brouaht a sandwich to work oa that day and remained 
on the fourth floor for hi.fl luaeh break. 

r J:tated that althouah he i• not faailiar 
with all b1 thGployeea on the fourth floor of the 
buildin1, he did not note any suspiciou. individuals oD 
the fourth floor OD that day nor wu he•are of aay 
unuaual activities on that day. I l"as uaable to 
furniab any inforaation recarding the f re at Military 
Per•onRel Record Center. 

Ia a414ition, the followin~ description was 
obtained tlaroueh observation and interview: 

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Reeidence 

Height 
Weicht 
Hair 
BJ• 
llarital Status 

White 
le 

6 
170 
.Brown 
Brown 
Married 

b7C 

;r11.,-' .- i • :·.,.- c ·~ · ,; , 
7/17/73 St. Louis, Kiaaouri SL 52~-~5~_ /i)lf 

''---~-------- :vla 
1 ! 4 • -J, · l 111.' -1 

7/20/73 



SL 52-4856 

Wife 
Militar1 Service 
Social Security 
Account Nuaber 

u. s. llr Force, 1957 - 1962 b7 c: 

2 
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ldentlficotion Recore Request 
FD-9 (Re\', 4·28·65) 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1, This form may be submitted in legible hand ("in ting. 

2. Use separate form for each indiuidual ori whom 
record is requested. 

J. Make effort to furnish FBl ideniification number, 
law enforcement identification number, or 
military service number. 

f. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
only when F Bl number not available. 

5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner 
onfy. Alsu list in lower right corner all offices 
which should r~ceive copies of auailabU: re curds. 
Include carb~f FD·9 fur each office receiuir.g 
copies and forward with original to Bureau. 

6. Do not fill in block in lcwer left caner. 

Dote 
To: DIRECTOR, FBI Attention: Identification Division ?-16-73 
Re NM.Toi(! rlRE,, N11'/IONIH- i'E~&ONNeL ~cCOFlbS t!.EAJ7Ell­

MIL1 TAi(ay) .sr. LOUfS,, mo. 7-1.2-7.,3 
D<:rl'- PoS sl8~ l'fd~Ol\J 

Sex 

Heiqh t Weiqht 

5~·· 133 
Flnqerprlnt Cla.ssification 

Also Furnish: 

gPhoto 

D Fingerprints 

D Handwriting Specimens 

·vi sion•s Reply 

s of inform at ion furnished, 
una e to identify: 

Cl"U 
0 F11ea 

O Record Attached 

D Photo Attached 

D Photo Not Available 

D Fingerprints Attached 

AU 
0 Files 

D Handwriting Specimen Attached 

Field File No. 5).-1./BS"f:> 
Record of the Following: 

tho. 
Complexion 

,/)11~ 
Eye a 

&..µ 
Seara, mart3 and tattoos 

Send Copies To: 

s }-t.t ~s~· ---·-c~· rn. •' !\If)' •tr:: ! .. t.1~·.·'···k~·D... . .. 1,. ~ L.~ . . ... . 
'SERL\UZED . !.FD <;?' ~ .. . 

., UL 2 51973 



j 
j 
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Identification Record Reques.t 
FD.g (Rev, 4·28·65) 

INSTR VCTIONS 
1. This form may be submitted in legible hand printing. 

2. Use sepwate farm for each individual on whom 
record is requested. 

J. Make effort to furnish FBI identification number, 
law enforcement identification number, or 
military service number. 

4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
only when FBI number not available. 

5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner 
only. Also list iri lower right corner all offices 
which shoetld rueive copies of available re cords. 
Irie lude carbq/of FD·9 for each of/icPJ re ce ivir.g 
copies and farwmd with original to BW"eau. 

6. Do not fill in block in lCX11er left comer. 

Date 
To: DIRECTOR, FBI Attention: Identification Division '7-/6-7.3 
Re Mi'JJ"'O~ rJIE>E,,, Nll'TIONllL i'€1?SONNe(. 

M1L1 TA~y J Sr. LOWS.- MO. 7- J.2 -7.3 
Dr,.P- PoSS/8~ ;:w'l.SDN 

ifCCOP.bS CEN'lER-

F iel d File No. 5;.-1./BSl> 
Furnish The Known Identification Record of the Following: 

Na 

A Has ea 

Se• R'lce 

M 
He1qhl Weight Build 

5/'t ~ M&t~M 
Finqerprlnt Classlfleatlon 

Also Furnish: 

gPhoto 

D Fingerprints 

0 Handwriting Spec:imens 

f information furnished, 
o identify: 

Civil 
D File• 

D Record Attached 

D Photo Attached 

D Photo Not Available 

D Fingerprints Attached 

AU 
D FUes 

D Handwriting Specimen Attac~.ci 

FBI No. 
o. 

Mo· 
Comp exion 

i) l'f""" 
Scars, marks and tattoos 

urn Reply to: 

s'A6:frr. La,11s (5J.- 1185'.) 

Send Copies To: 

b 7C 



ldentiCicotion Record R•quest 
F'D-9 (Rev. 4-28-65} 

..... .. 
INSTRUCTIONS 

1. This form may be submitted in legible hand printing. 

2. Use separate f urm f<lf each individual on whom 
record is requested. 

J. Make effort to furnish FBl identification number, 
law enforcement identification number, or 
military service number. 

/. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
only when F Bl number not available. 

5. Eradicate office for reply in lower right comer 
only. Also list in lower right comer all offices 
which should receive copies of available records. 
Include carbon of FD·9 for each offic~ receiui,-.g 
copies and forward with original to Buteau. 

6. Do not fill in bloclt in· lower left comer. 

To: DIRECTOR, FBI Attention: Identification Division 
Date 

'7-/6-73 
Re MA..To,-e ,:"1..ee~ N4TJOl\JAL l'E~SONlflEI.. ~cco,abs t:.&J7E"ll-

1t111Lt TAtayJ $1': t.OcJ/S_. l'HO. 7,1.z-7~ 

OtirP- possl!JLE ~~DAJ . Field File No. 5it-'18S-b 
Furnish The Known Identification Record of the Following: 

Sex R'lClt 

M 
Heiqht Weiqht Build 

'8 ,, I D 
Fingerprint Claeslficallon 

Also Furnish: 

gPhoto 

D Fingerprints 

D Handwriting Specimens 

M.Arl 

sis of information furnished, 
le to identify: 

C1vU 
D Files 

D Record Attached 

D Photo Attoched 

D Photo Not Available 

D Fingerprints Attached 

All 
D Fil..a 

D Handwriting Specimen Attached 

HaJr 

Reply to: 

~ Sr. Loi.us. (5~ - &I as~ 

Send Copies To: 



FEDERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.•· .h 7/19/73 

_____________ lwaa interviewed at the guard 
gate of tbe Adjodant General Publioatio1111 Center nezt to the 
Military PeNonnel Becord8 Center (11PBC) where be bad 
voluntarily appeared and reque•ted to talk to an Agent regard­
ing the fire at the llP9C. 

I l•dv iaed he i. a I I. Air 
Force B8iiriQ : tit red), and reaide• at I 

: j New Jentey, no hOlle tel•Pllone. Be proauced 
military identification verifying hi.a military atatus. 

_______ I statK that he ha8 ~D corr.-ponding with 
the MP.RC, trying to obtain intoraati9p from h: :ilit;ry file. 
During World War 11 he Wa8 diagna1edl _ _ _ I Be 
belie••• thia waa an erroneous dia~n091• and •• s nee been 

I_ ___ __ _ at tbia time and that it was b7C :
x•m:;:; ;; nr1y1te pbv8':1•~ who have told hi.JR they could not 

oub u be eyer had tbe i.e.... In 1966 when I I 
retired from the •erv ice he waa ini Ull l ly placed in a re•t home, 
howewer, he was not confined to the ho .. and ha•, •ubaequently, 
held several jobl. 

I lbeliev•• that the llPRC ha• r•l••••d infor-
mation coocerning &t; aedical bi.a~ eaployers and other 
people which oa~d tbem to treatL.............Jwitb caution. Be said 
on one inatance be wa• ••ployed by a coapany and, shortly the~­
after, everyone h• worked with becaae very cool to him and 
would not aaaoc iate with him. B• baa no spaci:tic proof that be 
was treated in th18 •aa .. r becatme people •aw hi.a military recordll • 
.Becaua• of tbill aitu.ation be baa been writing the MPllC trying 
to determine what in:for•tion is contained in hi.8 file. Be tint 
wrote on Noveaber 2•, 1972, but received the letter back attached 
to a form requ-.iing Tore information froa hia. Atter receiving 
bis letter back! _ decid9Cl to go to St. Louis ~raonally and 
look at his :f~. Be arrived at st. Loui.8 y••terday, July 15, 
1973, and bad no idea that tb8re had been , firt at th• MPRC 
until he beard the new in hi.9 •otel room. lnow believea 
that the fire waa started intentionally by an eaployee of the 
YPRC who did not want to proc- bill records. Another poasibility 

j -·, ~ ~ I \ I I_'.,,_ ':" I t :. 'I 1 
7/16/73 Overland, Mia sour i SL 52-4856 /()f9 

--- . . -··· (...~ 

.~1---~' •[(._:: 
Mm>:jet 7 /19/73 

1:1- ·11 I • · 



SL 52-4856 

was that one of tbe employees was just tired of working and 
decided to burn the recorda up eo he wouldn't have to work 
with them anymore. 

l lwas informed that the above information 
would beabtn into conaideration alon~ with other aspects 
of the investigation. Be stated he would be returning to 
New Jersey on July 17, 1973. He can also be reached through 
his employment, Gorodil Corporation, Blairstown, Kew Jersey, b7c 
telephone number 362-6153. 

I la a White male, born I I 
lfi5 oonnd•r 5 18"i short gray hair. broyn '!''· sertice nuaber 

I ~i-----------........ 1 .. _____ socia seour1 ty DUllber .. _______ _ 



. .-.. 



F"D-9 (Aev. 4-28-SS) -
.. INSTR llCT IONS 

1. This form ftltJ•/be submitted in legible hand printing. s. Indicate office far reply in lower right earner 

Use separnte fqrm for each individual on whom 
only. Also list in lower right corner all offices 

2. which should receive copies of available records. 
r11cord is requested. Include carbon of FD·9 for each office receivir.g 

Malr.e effort to furnish FBI identification number, 
copies and forward with original to Bureau. 

J. 
law enforcement identification number, or 6. Do not fill in bloclr. in looier left comer. 
militar)' service number. 

". Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
onl)' when FBI number not available. 

To: DIRECTOR, FBI Attention: Identification Division I Date 

7-/6-73 
Re M-'1.TOR ,:"1~E., N4 'TIOA}IJ (. P€1?SONlllE'l.. ~cCOffZ/JS f!EAJ'lEll -

M1L1TA'2yJ .sr. L0"1fS.# nt o. 7-1~-?3 
5;l.- 'IBS~ Dr:,P- PoSS/8~ /WlSDAl Field File No. 

Furnish The Uown Identification Record of the Following: 
Nam• IFBI No. I I 

~ " 
!Other No. SSltN I I 

Alia .. es 

l~f~ 
./ ~~/ d ~ ~ ~ - ...,.. 

Seir A'1ce Birth Date /,,... 

I Iha. 
,. ·-

A) I L 11 I ' b7 
M Mo-

Helqht Weiqht .o---- Clan t:.yes l'-'vu•pleuon Aqe 

5'h,, 17S .Sra~v (,~ f3f?)w,.; /YtA-U.. S.;;L 
Fingerprint Classlfic:aUon r s 

Also Furnish: 

g Photo '. 

D Fingerprints 

D Handwriting Specimens 

. 

ldentifi cation Division's Reply l--1-1-'°'} Return Reply to: ~ 

O On basis of information furnished, ~ :n. L1a.11s LSii!:- !las./ ' 

/;;able ta identHy' 
Crirninal Civil AU 

Send Copies To: QF'Ues D~ 0 Files 

ecord Attached 

~hoto Attached 

Photo Not Available • however, one ma '( be obtained from BD)St Louis, Mo. , 
D Fingerprints Attached ~-;;/-y" ~~-i - //L) 
D Handwriting Specimen Attached SEARC'FIEO.~DEX~· 

t " · ... 
' 

SERlAUZEfJ. . . .. .. LED . . ...... 
' JUL2 619 3 

IS ~ 

~ ,, 
. CPO: un .. 0 - 461 ~ :H\ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/23/73 

__ ........................ _... ...... _...~1y 12, 1973 .................................................... _. ...... __ ............................. ~ 
, Missouri, advised that he i ears of age 

~lll"'l!!P.,....,........-!e~n.,.s_..~c!'t-..,luer Senior Kigh School, Miesourio 
stated that he has :~e; 81JP~'yed by General Services 

Administration (GSA) as alemptoyee since May 
working the 4:00 PM to 12: M sh t. _ htated that 
while he was cleaning the sixth floor he noticed nothing 

D ' as to anything that could possibly start a fire. 
stated he worked on the sixth floor the entire night. 
stated he left the ixth floor at 11:45 and went to 

the second floor. tated that two other people are 
floor who arel I 

I 7/12/73 
l f •1 "- t ~ .. , ,_ ...... .- .;,d •.'f•____ - + __ _ 

t,,· .• ~1 .. l _________ I 
St. Louie, Missouri 

SLH:dmn 
I• r + ·~ UT : ' · _.-_, 

7/18/73 

b7c: 

b7C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l"'.: l· 'l._ ) r 
7 /23/73 

L---------~r------,~ ..... ___.I st. Louis, 
Missouri, telephone number I I advised that he is 
em:loyed by General Services Administration (GSA) as a 

I _ land has been employed fo, eiab+ years, 
an worked the 4:00 PM to 12:30 AK ahift. I advised 
he is a .. i.ned to clean the fourth floor of~tional 
Personnel Records Center, Military Branch. stated he 
went to sixth floor rro•10d 5 :OO PK to visit o in particular, 
but ''just loafing." _ lstated that when he was on the sixth 
floor ha n othing unusual, or anyone there that he did 

-""""""""-"'".Ml..----....1-1111.1.-.ii.,. that prior to signing out after work, 
told him pot to leave because there was 

a oor. I ~tated that he left anyway 
and attention to the supervisor. 

lt::~\,• '- c : 1'. •I 

' . ~~~~ .. ~ .. __________ _ 
7/12/73 St. Louis, Missouri 

SLH:dmn 
'.. I • ; 1 • · : + r~ 1 ' l I +-' , 1 

7/18/73 

b7C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

( " ,· ' ·" ., ' ., '. 
7/25/73 

I ~ sauo•l 
Penor•l 1111111111:; CHYI: l~~ l:Zlll! =·• -e ad­dr___ _, Jli....ari, 
telephoae ..... ;: :,;;; iaterview.d resardirw 
the tire at lfJIRC on July 11-12, 1973. 

Oadvised that ae rotated cuard pomt• 
betw•n tbe loadin& dock oa tu •outh •ide ot ta. records 
center and tbe •-t eatraac• pte on tile east ead of the 
building on July 11, 1973, between the hour• of 8:00 
A.M. aad 4:00 P.•. Be advi••d that he saw absolutely 
nothing uauual on that particular day, aad that tbe 
only people enterina tbroueh the ea.at end of the build­
ing are the service repr•••ntative•, and that their 
technical equiiaent is always •earched. I tould 
provide no further intonaation regarding t&e f re and 
stated that he h&& heard no inforaation as to how it 
got started. 

7/17/73 overland, 1111..ouri 
;r •,_. . ~ .. ., ._. .J -,.-·, ·----

[. , 
__ SAi ________ lpr_k ("('- . ' 7/20/73 

_ fJl t_·:11•_l1 .-. 1_ , ----

b7C 

+ I - _- I : '1 ~- f , 1_ • • 1)··, ,.. + ' • : •. • - • I l ' 1 ' • >-- I"·: ~ I ' I · + ' i ' ' ' ' , -, ' I 
'I· • I" 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/25/73 
C: -:'" . · · : 1-. ' 

ational 
P9r•orul Be99rM Ceater (.-C) l 1700 llap, la- ad-
dr ... _ I st. I.oat.a, • MOU"i, ..,._ te1e-
phoH Daabeit I ad•i-d tb& t h• worked the 7 : 00 
A.11. to 3 :OO P.•. ahi:tt at tlM reoordll ceater OD July b 7C 
11, 1973. I ladviaed tbat be 1'&9 •tatio .. d on 
Poat #3, wllich is the control PQ9t for the we•t en-
traace, da.rins the entire da7, B• stated tbat lae aaw 
a 1-olu tely aotb1 ng WlU•l take place on that day. 

lr• r~ ' ·--i o: · v< I'.-.~ o."'• 1~ -·-
7/17/73 

-~-------'~k 1111\.-,__, 
I' ,_ 1, - ~ · ·-- r. ,--1 :h"-=' _:~,I :·in ·: ~ ; :, 1..: • •: :n •.:·~ ~ ..:,-. -r ·.· •. ·: t9 .,. n :_·~ ~ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/25/73 
r'. l I • · ' l . ' I < ~ '· f ·, • ' 

npru11y 
__ liil.lll .... ..lolijl.u.lii.w....&1.....,;i...a11.11. .... ....i...,.•llow, bGme •••l--~~~~-

Illinoia, ba.e telephone nU11-
ber was interYiewed regardinc the fire 
at the National P8rsoanel Recordll Center (KPBC), on 
July 11-12, 1973. 

--~--ladvi•ed that he waa standiag &uard 
at the eoutbeaat gate between 11:00 and 11:30 A.•·· 
at 9700 Pll.p Boulevard on Saturday WlliDS, r~:h~.f'( 
1973, while the fire was still in proere••· 
stated that at that tiae an aut0110bile drove w n 
50 f'et of the pte where it stopped, and a Mecro aale 
who drove b;Jhicle watcb.ed the fire tor a couple of 
•inutes. stated that he started to walk towards 
the automo e and at that ti.lie the driver turned the 
aut01tObil• around and left the area in a hurry. 

--~"!""!"'_bescribed the automobile as being dark 
in color and thouKht it to be a two-door hardtop 1963 
or 1964 Chevrolet. 

7/17/73 ,. Overland, Missouri 

-, --~---------lprk !'\I'\"'-
... · 7/20/73 

.!•li t-' ~ I·_· + J l t..• l _ _ --- _ ------

+ . - • • · ,•. I ' I ·· ; · ·:1 · +·, 11 . ....- ; .; ,_i 1--· . ..,, 1 ~- .> t lh t: ~ :1.1 :.J fl ( ,' 1~. l\...• 0 1-, ~ ,--j 11_ ·r i:•<..•· •l ') ':-1··- ·-.-; 
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UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

AbDf'Elll 

DIRECTOR ST. LOUIS REGION 

U.S. CIVIL SEIWICE COMMISSION 

FEDEf\AL BUILDING 

ST. LOUIS REGION 
VOUR REFERENCE 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 63103 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63103 

JUL 2 6 1~/J r 

L 

TO: AH Agency Administrative/Personnel Officers 

SUBJECT: Fire - Military Records Center 

., ' 

The impact of the disaster dn the staffing at GSA has now been fully 
assessed. I am happy to report that all permanent staff members have 
been recalled to full-time duty and that their previous employment 
level will be maintained. 

Access to the building has been greatly expanded and. salvage and clean­
up operations are well underway. 

The immediate response we received from our- letter initially advising 
you of the problem was appreciated. I know we can count on your 
cooperation in dealing with any future problems which arise. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ t -'i·. F~,__.--­
Fr cis V. Y4~ak, Chairman 
Huma: Resourc·es Committee 
Federal Executive Board 

b 7C 
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MERIT PH!NCiPLES ASSURE 
OUAUTY AND EOUAL OPPOHTUN!TY 

SE.ARCHED__ .. - -.INOEXE~-·-··- · 
SERIAUZ~ILED.P"rJ.L,.- .. -

J LJ l J.4' 1973 
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Bel o w)·---------··- __ __ ----1 ------

I- tr Record_Leenter· ____ ~_ 
ait>t of damage done 

""''· ==-ity .vald ·B. 9ll.30N 
~r•SW!Wrt• 

The three-day-lq f I r e that destroyed 
nearly a1i of n mllllon service records on 

-~ aixdl_ and top floor of the Military Per-
' eosel R.tcordl Center hu left behind spec-

""11r "'°'· · , -~half the c:em.r's rool, about double 
... fJl I fQelbell ~ aM zntde of ilfab$.~rettdon:ed eone..t., col1apffd Wt-. ., tM tu.·. ~ held. 

'< .; 1'le .......... , ~ cablneta lD wh+ch *f9t records bd ·a.a lltond were cnllhed 
lif!·~ or dlltorted' lato ctn:~mlrrot· 
dittlall*byillt.ellltheal 

Jn, I prtla eoafenece afWr a SUlo.d toal of wrttbp, hdera1 otflcWI offeNd o~ 
..,ue aatWel"f u to why a. were DOt *1 to prevent a fire of such ma~ltude . · $'heY .S.. said no dtci*lo hu been re­
f'¥1;Md ·Gil whether Ui• 0.neral Suvlces_ 
~ - rtllliburte n,__ dlltr!~ . 9!*-= •:::!2::);:.Ji . ~ ·--

the fire mutt have been tmolde~ at fedr six hours before It ·was deteded. 

HE MlD mE t I o o r was so 
· ·s~erheated" by the tlme ~ fll'llt fire­
ma1J opened a fire door that the heat melted his face mule. 

He iald he is amued Chat the floor had 
no 1prinkl•r, smon or .bllt detector or fire -walls. 

At the pru1 conftttnce Klrold (Bud) Nel­
son, GSA di.rector of 1celden1 and flre pro­
ttttlon, said he believes only one iuard w., 
on duty In the buildln1 ~ lliaht of the fire 
and that be auumes the pard had chedted 
nch floor at leaat hourly. 

When told flre olflclalt Mid It would lave 
ta.ken about six houu for the t!ptly !*ked papers on the floor to smoulder ll!d heat 
rite bulldlna to such 11 dqree before detec­
tion Nelson Bild. "It ml&ht have taken 10 
h!w!, -, it mijht have bell> nr.. -~~etii"r' 

..l2LlJPelJ ... IJlcurred In fl&htlni ~--:;,£. - "'°"" ~ SAID tile GS.A hu ·awn Wna . -~IYIEW Monday, Rep. James sprlJikler systems to Its records buJldings W. Symlnt1011 <Dtm.), Ciayton, said the fi re al.nee about 19el and intended to do to at appears to nllMlk from ' 'a comedy of errors the building ·here. and fnattent!Q\" on the part of the GSA and "Franlcly we had run thro\llh almast all the Army, the 'center's orltinel cwtodlao th~ record centers OD thla (tptiAldert) ex· and dee!per. ' cept for this one Ind oae In New York." he "·Ev•rywilete ... the llDe where they said. 
~ ~vt Wllai • \iMt'41 lnl1atlve they "You can't juet do al tl9J at once" WI! dldn t. Al dlt W)1 up f~ lbt <Xlflltructloo his answer to why the ~ ~ ~d throwtfl U.. ~- i" bmiD&ron tald. not been completed h9tt' l ht! d9ade lhtr s~· ~ ID ;..ei: to-coovince GSA't Initial ~tmn to IMta1l •'*' tn the CSA. ti ..... !thli l111Ci4e and appropriate- 11.1 bulldinaa. 
~of Ollt~ ~ fire d.lltrlcta for ~rae iBeu. GSA'i m&M19r of tt.e relto-Dwm. dlt 1.1" .. at lire nittc! out ol ra tlon pro J ect, aali'! tbe bddina'• •bah floor IXttltf01 fr1:111t ~ ._9!11 .• ftrtmeo were con- wlll be removed in the oellt tbree lllOllCbl. ltaDdr la.... ~ It. More tihan 30 He said etnictllr~ rtp&ire and work will .... *':!jjlir ""' ,,,,.. ..... _ .. llU - .... J ~--.. -. ·: ,: · . _ .~I.'"-_ ~-~ ~~t'""'t, cott of "rettructuiiet" a& t9X>l'dl lrom .,. UM - ....,... ,.,. odler 90Ul'Cl!JI WU eetim1t.d It hum " mf). JJL~ . : tllt ooe.md, Nlt--.-.JJ..uon to S7 million. .._.___ __ ~~ 

i 
-

; I : : _ ·: :. : I ~ ~. l ; · • , : . · J . : • • • • · I 

f'l •: ·.•::.~: · · 1 ~ ··" 1, ,.'. t·:· •ll> l ; ·~ ' . . :·•·. ' 

P4A, St. Louis Globe­
l>ellocrat, St. Louis, 
lllisouri 
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FEDERAL SUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

' '·.1--' ' I· , , . 7/18/73 

MiJmaur1 an t•l•g:• ras 
...................... u.;i ............. t::.~:-!!•;:: :! :::ng. l ~ idyised 
aa to the entity of the intervi..ag Agent by a sbOw of 
hia credentiala and .,.. adv1-ed that be waa being interviewed 
concerning a fire a~ the ••tional Peraonnel Records Center 
(•PRC), 9700 Page. I ladviaed aa tollowa: 

Be adviaed be ia .. ployed by tb• General Ser•ices 
AdlliDiatration, Public Building Service, CWltodial Fo:aeee 
at tbe ltPRC, 9700 Page. Be adviaed he cleana one-half of 
the otfie•• on the northeast corner of the sixth floor and 
that tbeae duties do not require bia to go into the records b7C 
•~tion. Oil July 11, 1973, he wa. working the 4:00 p.a. to 
12:30 a.a. ahift. Be stated b• left the eill:tb floor at 
approKt.aately 10:30 to 10:45 p.a. to go to th• fourth floor, 
Finance Seation Off ice, which 1a air-conditioned. He stated 
that the air-conditioning in the building its abut off after 
5:00 p.a. and it ia "extremely bot". When he left tbe 
sixth floor, he noticed nothing unuaual and stated be 
koo .. of no one who weald want to start a tire at the 
Records center nor did be hia••lf. 

He stated he found out about tb• tire when he was 
on the second floor waiting to leave work. H• stated there 
were no alaraa 110unded and the building ••• not evacuated 
of the .. ployees, who had to wait inaicle the building to 
sign out at 12:30 a.m. 

He ,dviaed that on July 11, 1973, had informed hill that there ,,__ _________ ,__ ..... _,..__. .......................................... 
within th• l.aat ... k in the building and that 
to bi.a about fire prevention. -------

Th• following de•cription of I l•as obtained 
through obeervation and intervi••: --~~-

Race: White 

. . . 7/12/73 
1f1 l • •r,1,:·.,..·>:- d •.• 1 ___ ---·-_.t-·- SL 52':'4_856 -//$ 

-~-' ____ ht-~--- - --·-- · 7/!7/73 

I ~ : « •1 ,-, , __ , rT 1 .p :1 I ;_ ( : :1I- ; 1.'I •. Ii!::" j ' f· - ,_. :-- + •. r . ~ t • t, • - '- • ·, ~ · , , . 1 , 1 , · · r · h, · . •· , , , -~ , , 1. ... . 1 _.-, ,_. -:J • --~- .- •. - , . · ; .. :: •• · . • 



SL 52-4856 

Sex: 
.. ight: 
'l•ight: 
Bair: ., .. : 
date of birth: 
place of birth: 
Social Security 

Jh.mber: 
lla.rital status: 
•ilitary: 

aerial nuaber: 
Fatber: 
:lotber: 
Baployaent: 

Parents residence: 

Telephone: 

••l• 
5'10" 
160 pounds 
Light brown; austache and beard 
Bl ff 

_____ _.I •i••ouri 

2 

Single 
United State• Air Force 

2/10/89-1/14/72; 
honorable diacbarge 

I 

Peraonnel Office, St. 
Luke's Hospital, 

--~..tii,,;;l.Y&.1.....i;!1A.1.-ar Avenue 

Missouri 

b'?C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/18/73 

telephone 
-...~~ ....... ~' waa adviaed. as to the identity of tbe interviewing 

Agent by a abow of his credential• and was advised that he 
was being interviewed concerning a fir• at the National 
Peraonnel Becorda Center (NPRC), 9700 Page. :: this time 

wa1 interviewed at the apartment ofl __ I 
where be was visi ng. 

owa: 

~ ladvised be ia .. ployed by the General 
Servic..dllinistration, Public Building Service in the 
cwstodial force at the NPllC, 9700 Page. Be etated he is 
.. ployed as a f 111 in •an and that be worka all over the 
building filling in for people who are not there. 

On July 11, 1973, he was working._ 4:00 p.m. 
to 1~:30 •·•· abift on the west end of the second floor 
near the guard's deak, near the main gate. He cleaned the 
Center Manager's Office, the Guard's Office, dispensary and 
did other general clean-up work. He stated that be noticed 
nothing unuaual nor does be know of anyone including himself 
who would want to start the fire. Be adviaed that the 
building is extremely bot due to the fact that the air­
condi tioning is shut off at 5:00 p.m. 

He advised he bas beard of a "tre•endoua amount of 
fires" during the day and he baa bad to clean up soee of 
these uall fires frOll tiae to tille. 

The following d .. cription of .. I _______ __.lwas 
obtained through obaervation and interview: 

Maae: 
bee: 
Sex: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Hair: 

thite 
Male 
6' 
155 pounds 
Thin 
Light brown; mustache and ~rd 

b7c: 

,,, ,,__ _,, -·- •:. 7 /12/73_ , Over ~~~J Missouri ,~ ,, SL 52-4856 -l!l_Cj 

SA_l _______ h11s I 1 1 •• j l.t"•' 7/17/73 

I I" \ .... ' ' I I' \ 1· . .:. j; f ,. ·~ ·j I , ' I• • · I. · r ._. ' J '; .j ' h• • ,- t" ,; I. I'., ~ ·-• .• . I'_ '=' ,·; . .. 1 + '- • 1 I ~j '::I 1 , 'r ; 

·J 1,: il• •.•!1 1 ... ' 



SL 52-4856 

Eyeil: 
Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Social Security 

Number: 
Scars and mark&: 

Military: 

Wife: 
Children: 

2 

~'-"-'_z_
9

_
1 

____ 1 Missouri 

one inch scar below left 
eyebrow 

u. s. Aray, 10/1/69 - 4/4/72; 

1 
hpnpreb:1 :!:~1argo 

Ripec 'tlng t!rs t c . ..,h.,.1 ... 1 ... d ___ _ 
approxilla te ly .. I ________ _. 

-

b7C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

(·I • '• lf ·, -•I.· · ._. ; , 7/18/73 

I telephone 
number "'I ..... ----,.1-.-.-.-c-o_n_t,_a_c"""'!"'te-a-a""'t ...... b ... l,..•_P_la_c_e__.of -P loymeot, 
the Ila.rt Building, 12th and Spruce, St. Louia, Missouri. 
He adviaed as follows: 

--

Oil July 11, 1973, be went to th• •ixth floor with 
::::::::::::::::::~o ge 1 I. n order that they 

could go to lunch fro• 7:30 to 8:00 p.a. Be stated the time 
th•J went to the •ixth floor waa betw .. n 7:00 aDd 7:30 p.•. 
and they were on the aixth floor approxiaately fifteen 
ainutea. At approxiaately 9:45 p.a., h• alao accoa nied 

I to the aixth floor in order to et in 
order to go on break. At tbia tiae I I Cuatodial Force, ••• on the ..... _s __ x._. ____ oo_r_a---.-o---~ 
as waa I I who normally work.a on the firat floor. 
After their break which ended at approxhl&ely 10:00 p.m., 
he went to the fourth floor to tbe air-conditioned 
Finance Off ice. Be stated be never went back to the sixth 
floor after that. b7C 

At approximately 12:10 to 12:12 a.a., he was 
at the main entrance on the ae ood t oor waiting to leave 
work wbeQrd a guard and ••Y there waa 
a tire. stated that it waa too .. to go back up 
and at approx mat•ly that tiae, a .an on a Honda caae into 
the building and said there waa a fire. 

I l•tated be know• of no one saoking cigarettes 
and/or aarajuanan the building. H• doe8 aot know of any­
one taking druga or aleeping in the building. He stated he 
haa amoked marijuana wben he wae overs.-& in the United Statee 
Army. 

..'~~~-l•tated he would take a polygraph test if 
requeated. 

: I ~ I '"' ' '• I I ' -,,, ':' • : '. ' ( , 
7/16/73 Overland, Missouri ______ _ .-,;" "'~-L 52-4856 /~_ 

. ___ ~1 .. _______ tdls ) I 1 -J I •'' ·-: 1..., ~ 
7/17/73 

,,-, 1 ,, 11.·: I• 111 ·- I I • I .. 1... • _. t -~... :· ~·.I _, r 1._.: ·~ 1 ... : t"1 e •J : i:- -~ •. ·: ,. ,·, '? •: ,-, _ :-- , 
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F£0ERAt BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

~ · , . 1 I , • • '• ; 1 r -7_/JfS/7_3 

---------------' liiiouri, wu cootactid it 
bis place of .. ployaent, the Ila.rt Building, 11th and 
Spruce, St. Loui•, where he provict.d the following infor­
mation: 

After he left the aixtb floor of the National 
Peraoooel -.Corda Center (RPSC) at approxiaately 10:30 to 
10:45 p.a., be did not return to th• •ixtb floor. :a. 
noticed nothing at all uDuaual and everythiag .... ed 
noraal. B• •t•t•d there wu a crew of poaaibly three 
PllC>Pl• who -re =~ting t: roora on the sixth floor 
atter h• l•tt. lwaa ig charg• of tbi• 
buffing crn, who couia • ofl and two high 
•chool student•, both aa1 ... 

At 12:15 to 12:20 a.a., July 12, 19f31111-........,h••-•...,•i 
at the a&iQ 1ptrapce gn the second floor when _ 

----·--------... .,. ... 1 told him about the :fir ... -.-B-e_k .. new 
nothing about it until then. 

He stated he ha• aeen some of the worautra at the 
N.PRC sleep on duty and bas aJ.ao •••n SOiie of th• drinking 
alcoholic beverages while on duty. Be adviaed that be has 
s .. n liquor bottles in soae of tbe tr ... b cans and alao lhat 
he and 11oae other }80pl•"took a couple of drhka" before 
Cbristaas, 1972, while in the building. He stated be 
bas never •een any drug• or martajuana on the sixth floor 
or anywhere else 1n the building. He stated be ba.11 never 
smoked aarljuana nor taken any drugs while in the 
building. He stated he baa eaoked marijuana while in the 
military, but that he has not smoked it in approxiaately 
o•e and one-half years. He adviaed he would be •illing 
to take a polygraph teat if requested. 

b7C 

, St. _ip_u_i~ ~~u_n~!.t -~~~a~~i . ; .. ;._~L-~~-~8f)6_ /~/_ 

,,, -- --~_1 _______ ~!s ·J1 • - )" .. l 1 1 •.' '1 - 7[!_7_/J~ - - b7C 

, • ' " ~ I . -' 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/26/73 
Dute o t transc <ipt ion ______ _ 

...... ~~~~~----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---.!!' 
Missouri, waa interviewed at 1520 llarket Street regarding the 
fire wbicb 90eurred at the Mili~arv P9{•onael Recorcla 
Center (llPBC) on July 12, 1973. I Jprovided the fol­
lowing information: 

Be stated that be reported for work on July 11, 1973 
at 4:00 p.a. aa uaual. Nearing tbe end of hi• shift at 
approziaately 12:06 a.a., July 12, 1973, be aaw aaoke coming out 
of a vent in one of th• elevator•. rt •n.,oziaately 12:11 
•·•·· h• told a guard by the name of_ ~•bat be bad seen. 

I ladded that be left work aa usual at 12:30 a.a. 

I ~tated that he baa no idea who atarted the 
fire and know• nothing about the fire itaell. However, be 
stated that the fire aay have started froa an electrical 
source. The lighting system ha• cauaed trouble in the past. 

The following information waa obtained through 
interview and observation: 

Naae: 
Race: 
Sex: 
llPRC Badge Ho.: 
Address: 

Place of birth: 
Date of birth: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Byes: 
Bair: 
Social Security 

Account Number: 

Black 

6 1 1 " 
215 pounds 
Brown 
Light brown 

issouri 
••ouri 

)nterv1ewed on 7/25/73 ___ a1-=S=--t=--•::..__:ID=-u=ia:::::=...z_• -'M=i•=s=....::..o"""'u=r_i _ _ _ F ile # SL. 52-4856 ~/.,t~ 

by ____ Date doctoted_~7~/_2~6~/_7_3~---

This document c_onto~ns neither retarnmendations nof ( O n <: hJ s ia ns ol rhe F B I 11 15 th e pro p erty o f the FBI and ~s lo oned to yov r agency; 

b7C 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7 /18/73 
: .. J ' , .. 

rl telephone I I waa acav1aeca u to tile 1caent1ty of 
~ intervi.,.ing Agent by a •how of bia credential.a and 

inforaed that be waa being interviewed conc•rning th• fire 
at the National i:>.raonnel Becorda Center (WPRC), 9700 Page. 

--~~~~~-~dviaed as follow•: 

Be 19 eaployed u a I leaploy .. with the 
General Servic•• A~ini•tration, Public Building Service 
at th• NP8C, 9700 ~g•, where h• cleana th• bathroom• on 
the aecond floor. He •tatecl on July 11, 1973, he was work­
ing tbe 4:00 p.a. to 12:30 a.a. shift. He i• pria&rily 
a .. igned to the second floor, but he can be a•sign•d to 
other floor• it he f1n1sbea bis work ahead of ti.me, people 
are on leave, sick, etc. 

H• •tated on July 11, 1W73, he wa. on all of the 
floors ot the a.corda center including the •1xth. He 
noticed nothing unu.ual and atated that at approxillately 
aidnight, alaoat everyone in th• Recor<t. Center goes down 
to the first or second floors to •ign out. 

He stated there are uaually only three people 
eaployed on the sixth floor: 

.... . 
who c l•aWi ba tbr~ 

wbo cleana th• ottie• 
st end of th• building 

who clean. tbe offic .. on th• 
o the building. 

He advi.eed that to tbe be9t 01 b:b knowledge, th• 
above three individual• do not go into tb• record •ection 
ot the sixth floor unl .. • tlMy have to and atated be doe• 
not go into th• record section unl••h• baa to. Be adviae<l 
the record section is"extr811.ely bot" as tb• air-conditioning 
in the building ia abut off at 5:00 p.a. Be advi••d 
b• could tbink of no one who would want to atart the fire 
and stated be b1- elf did not. 

- · -1-
.. 

I 
! 

:· .·· · · .·1 · ... .... _.) ·1 
7/12/73 J_ St. Louie County, Misaouri 

- -- 1 11.. J::r 

SL 52-4856 I tZ3 

SA -' --------~~s 7/17/73 

.. j ,. ! '• · I,, . I · I ·, ·I "ht !. ..: t .•• ~ •!. 10;11 f1t-· :: I•__ • ·.• l · . '•J •-· : '1( }' ; 
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SL 52-4856 

He stated that between twelve aidnigbt and 12:30 
a.m., he first noticed the fire, but that there were no 
alaras or sprinklers indicating that a fire was in progress. 
B• advi•ed thathe noticed a white aale, approxillately 
34 to 35 riding a little red Honda •otorcycle, who at 
~pproxiaately midnight, told tbe guarda at the Records 
eenter where tbe fire waa located. Wben the Fire Depart­
ment arrived, they came to the front of the building instead 
ot the back where the fire was located. This waa 
approxiaately 12:30 •~•· He stated he observed the fire 
frOlll outside the building and that when the water from the 
fire hoaes bit the cardboard file cabinets, which were on 
fire, it knocked the file cabinets inward thus spreading 
the fire to the interior of the building. 

Be advised tbat there are alwaya small fires at 
the Records Center, but that these have always been put 
out in time. Be stated there was a fire in one of tbe 
paper towel disposals in one of the bathrooms he cleans, 
but that this was also put out in time. 

The following description of ._I ____ ....... I was ob-
tained from observation and interview:· · 

Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 
lfeigbt: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 
Tattoos: 

character is t ice : 

date of birth: 
place of birth: 
Social Security 

Number: 
Wife: 
Children: 

2 

White 
Male 
5'8" 
140 pounds 
Hazel 
Qrown: b!•rd and mustache 

wears glasses and/or contact 

I I Jicensel 
._l _____ ~Missouri 

I Le•I ._e_x_pe_c __ t_i_n_g __ i_.irat~c-n-1-1-a ...... ;~ 

I I 

b7C 



SL 52-~856 

Military: 

Arrests: 

3 

United States Al'll.y; 
Jun. 2, 1978 - January 28, 1972; 
hoaorabl• diacbara• 

Statea baa no arr .. t• 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

rl telepho11•i I wu advlaed u to t&e liintity of 
~ iatervi.wlag lgeat •1 a •bow o1 bi• credential.9 and 

inforaed tbat be ... being 1aterv1 .. ed coaeerniag the fire 
at the •tioul Peraonael Record• Center (JIPltC), 9700 Page. 
SP.IClllBYSll advised aa follows: 

B• advi .. cl that on July 11, 1973, llnorked on the 
aecond floor excl\lllively. Be atated be went on break from 
9:45 - 10:00 p.a. to the titth floor, w .. t encl, where a 
..all lounge area i• located with Cob and aandwicb=in••· 
Be .. ~ ltbere at 9:45 p.a. .. atated 
cleana office• on the eaat end of the building on the a t 
floor. A.J;;;J break, be went back to work on the aecoacl 
floor and atated he was going back to th• aixth floor 
and turn on t ighta. 

At approxiaately 10:30 or 10:45 p.a., be went to 
th• fourta floor, PinancJ_al ottige. which is air-conditioned. 
Thie gffjee iP c 1 ••ped b=.! ~Dd be Stated that he, 

------""""'!"-~------------· wre there tor b 7C approxiaately 30 ainutea to taJra advantage of the air-
cooditioning. 

At approxiaately 11:30 p.a., he 
weat to the second floor to clean a rug. 
~ tbill they tallmd to the guard8, one 
LJlast naa• unlmewa). 

andl 
Whi• they were 
o! wb• is naaed 

approzillately 7:00 to 7:15 p.a. to ge~ }to go 
Be atated. tbat be did go up t: th• ·::t: t1qor at 

home :for luach at 7:30 p.a. Be wu onh• •ixloor not 
after 7:15 p.a. and be would •ay thia "poaiti••ly". 

Be •tated there are "alot of apota" in the 
building where ••ploy ... aleep and/or ... -., but be can not ••1 tor aure if any of th ... are on the aizth floor. In 
hi• opinion, if anyone wanted to aaolse, they would do it 
ia tbe off ice where they could ait down in a coafortable 
chair and not in the file areu, which are eztr .. ely bot. 

---·-·--··"·-------.. ·------ --------------

Louia Ooun ty, llisaour tile # SL 52-4856 -L~ ;' 

SA 
bv----==::ii F-=la=-----------Do le d1ctoted __ 7~/_1_7~/_73 __ 

Hi1s docvm eril con 1oi11s neither recomm endations nor conclusions cd the FBI II i s the p r ope rty of the FB I and is looned to yovr agency; 
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B• stated be left th• MPRC at 12:30 •·•· on the 
"button" as they would not open tbe doors until 12:30 •·•· 

He adr1aed be heard aOOnt th, fire approxiaately 
12:10 •·•· fro•_ _ and tbat when he left 
tbe buildiDg at 12:30 a.a., be firat aaw tbe fire at tbat 
tiae. Be atated that it was approxiaately another ten or 
f itteen ainut•• after this before the f irea•n started putting 
any water on the fire. 

When be f ira t aaw tbe fire, 1 t was located on the b 7 c 
south side ot the sixth floor, approxiaately 50 feet east of 
the center of the building at the windowa. At this ti .. the 
flaae wae approxiaately ten feet wide and went froa the floor 
to the ceiling. A• he obeerved this, be could al•o obaerv• 
the .. •t •ide of the building and be did not obllerve any fire 
at that location. 

He stated that th• records are stuffed tightly 
iato cardboard boxes which are placed on thin metal .... lfes 
on the sixth floor. 

J latated that he 8aoked aarajuana While in 
the armyn torea wh•r• be waa stationed for one year. Be 
stated be never smoked cigarette• or aarajuana in the 
building and that he never took druga or saw anyone else 
saoke or take drug• in the building. Be stated he would be 
willing to take a polygraph test if needed. 

2 



FE D ERAL BUREAU O F IN V l: STIGA H O N 

7/ _l8/73 

.._""'!!'""~--~~--ltelepbonel lwa.a advi••d of the identity 
of the interviewing Agent by a •bow ot h1- credeottai. and 
advi .. d that b~ wiabed to apeak to hia regarding ta fire at 
the !atiogt Pltr801llll91 11ec>or• Center, 9100 Page Av•nue. I _adviaed aa followa: 

Be i• -ployed aa a .. , ---------.ltor the GerMral 
Servic .. A .. in1atratioo, P\lblic Bailding Service at the 
National Part1onnel a.Gorcl8 Center ( .... C), 9700 Pag•. where 
be ia a .. igned to cl•ning tbe bathroom. on th• •ixtb 
floor. On July 11, 19'73, be worked the 4:00 p.a. to 
12:30 •·•· •bitt in bi• u.ual J>09ition oo the •txtb floor . 
B• advilled that after 5:00 p.a., tbe air-eonditioning in 
the building 1a shut oft and it 18 extr ... ly bot. 

H• atated that on the night of July 11, 1973 , be 
did not notice ao1thing or anyone unuaual and when 
h• left the aixtb floor at approziaately 12io5 a.a., be 
noticed nothing unusual. He adviaed that •hen be left, he 
believed that be waa the only indiYidual on that floor and 
he did not ob8erl'• any 8110ke or fire. Be atated be left 
th• building at approxiaately 12:35 a.a. at which till• be 
ob••rved tbe fir• and the tire engin••· 

I I.ta ted tba t be :foraer ly c leaa.d the 
batbrooaa over tbi cafeteria and be baa beard of fir•• in 
tr .. h cootaioer• there and in other place• in the building. 

B• •tat .. tba J._ _____________ I al.80 
work on the sixth fl~r with bill wber• they clean the 
offices. 

Tbe followiag deacriptiv• data of 
obtained through oblervation and interview: 

Rae•: 
sex: 
Height: 

White 
Mal• 
6'2" 

.._ _________ I was 

b7 C 

1-',_• , . .,.,. , . ,., ' •I 7 / 13/73 
-· ' I 

Over land, Miaaour i . SL 52-4856 /«.S 
• • 1"; r ·----

:. " - . ; ,, : , , -11 •I •: . 
7 /17 /73 
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Weight: 
Build: 
Bair: 

&yea: 
Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Social Security 

Muaber: 
Characteristic•: 

llilitary: 
Occupation: 

Wife: 
Children: 
Path•r: 
llotber: 

200 pound• 
l•diUll 
Brown; •haggy; muatacbe aod 

beard 
Blyt; wear• glaaaes 

I I, lli••ouri 

I 

U. s. Aray; 9/69 - 8/71 
CurrentlJ a student at Webater 

Parent's phone II 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

'.7lJ8/73 

f t•l•pboae I I waa a4Yi•ed of tb• 
-1-oe ...... n...,..~~1~~~, ...... o~f,.....ibe interviewing Agent by a ahoW of hia credentials 

and adYi .. d that h• wiabed to &peak to hia regarding the 
fire at th• Natignal P9raoonel Records Center, 9700 Page 
Avenue. ~------__.lactviaed as follows: 

On July 11, 1973, he waa working the 4:00 p.a. to 
12:30 a.a. shift at tbe Katioaal Per.onnel Records Center 
(J!fPRC) and worked the entire ti.a• on tbe sixth floor cleaning 
bathroe1a•, which ia bi& aontal 1 0~. Ba atat@d h• left the 
sixth floor 12:05 a.m. witbL _ J 
(last naae unknown), who are ..... a~l~s-0 ..... --------.----

lai..o woru on the aixtb floor and I 

!
laat n ........ u-n"""ii-o""'wn) work:a on the aecood floor. B• ~.-ti ...... t-e"""d ___ _. 

lbad 'IMen on the eleYator and had ridden 
o the alitb fioor w6ereupon be entered the elevator, and rode 

down to the firat floor. Be atated a. tar aa be knowa, be waa 
the last person on tbe sixth floor and he noticed "absolutely 
notbingu unu•ual on tbe aixtb floor when be left. A 11 of 
the lights 1Nr• off and be did not oi.erve or ... 11 any 
aaoke or fire, or anything unusual. He atated he then went 
to the first floor where be put bi• cleaning cart away and 
then went to the second floor to a little room near the 
guard's office where h• read a magasine. Be atat.4 the 
tiae was then approxiaately 12:10 or 12:15 a.a., July 12, 
1973. Aa be ••• reading the aagasine, be thought be heard 
soaeon• aay that a car waa burning in the parking lot, but 
attributed this to the fact he doea not hear very well due 
to his being in a artillery unit in Vietnaa. Be then heard 
someone aay there W&9 a fire on the fourth or tbe a*Zth floor. 
Thia W&9 approxillately l.2:20 a.m. H• stated the Pire Depart­
aent arrived by 12z25 a.a. 

I l&tated there are definitely spota or 
place• in the kPic w~re individual• go to sleep and/or 
aaoke eigarettea and/or aarijuana. lie atated that tbeae 
areas are located on all floora in the til• are .. of the 
building. Be atated that this type of activity i• "definitely 

b7 C~ 

7/17/73 Overland, Mis&our1 . . ,, ._ :!! SL 52-4856 -/~' 
·--·· -··-· 

BA j ______ td!& 7/17/73 
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done on the sixth floor" but that he could not say for sure 
who was doing the smoking. He stated he could "give an ed­
ucated guess", but would rather not say. He stated be has a 
pretty good idea who smokes marijuana in the building 
and stated he has seen people smoking marijuana, but did not 
want to implicate anyone. He stated that he himself formerly 
smoked marijuana, but does not smoke it at the present 
time. He stated he gave up smoking cigarettes ane and one­
half years ago. He stated that he was pretty sure most 
of the younger veterans employed in the building have smoked 
marijuana before and that they have probably smoked it in 
the building. He advised that he is "positive" no one 
was smoking either cigarettes or marijuana on the •ixth floor 
on the night of the fire. 

He stated that at least twice a week, people go 
to the file section on all of the floors to smoke marijuana 
or cigarettes. He stated that he either sees or hears of 
the same people dotg this. 

At this stage of the interviewl lwas 
asked if he would take a polygraph testa ~-so--u-t __ t_h_e __ a_bO--ve 
statements and stated he would. 

________ ...,...I then stated that he has smoked cigar­
ettes and marijuana in the NPRC on the sixth floor and other 
floors. He stated that the younger people employed in the 
building "definitely" smoke all over the building, but 
that approximately one mnptb ago, he heard that a friend 
of his,L Jas stopped by a Federal Bureau 
o: :p:e::~ration Agent in the building regarding 
_____ .bringing aarcotics into the building • 

..... s ...... a""'""'"e--"'"'a""' he "really became paranoid" over the b '7 C 

smokt:: :: ::::~J(na in the building after tht• incident with---~- _______ He stated that the odds are_ I 
has • na, but would not state whether be has 
ever seen him smoking in the building. 

I lstated that he can defial:ely smell 
marijuana when someone is smoking in the building, but that 
the individual doing the smoking "usually takes off" when 
someone approaches. 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dale ot lronsuiplion_7_/_1~3_/_7_3 __ 

________ __.I Missouri, telephone numberL..--------....i1-.. 
contacted at his parent's residence.-. ..... ----------~ 

I Missouri, telephone number He was 
advised of the official identity of the interviewing 
Agent and that the interview concerned the fire at the 
National Personnel Records Center - Military (NPRC-M) 
on July 12, 1973. He then furnished the following 
information: 

He is currently employed as al lat 
NPRC-M and works the 4:00 p.m. - 12:30 a.m. shift. He 
began his employment at NPRC-M approximately June, 1972 
and has be:n al I the entire period. His 
I I He is normally assigned to 
the mop an wax crew but often'M'.>rks relief and therefore 
works everywhere in the building at different times. 

During the evening of July 11, 1973,1 
was assigned to the mail room, restrooms, publ~i-c-a~t~i~o-n--~ 
(or printing) room, and the motor pool. All these areas 
were on the first floor. He finished his work and left 
NPRC-M atU:OO p.m., July 11, 1973, although he signed out 
as of 12:30 p.m., July 12, 1973. He stated when he left 
he did not notice anything unusual or suspicious. 

Concerning the firel lstated he .._, 

b7C 

no idea how the fire could have started or where it •tarted. 
He first heard of it on the radio. He added a couple of 
months ago, there was a string of fires in the restrooms 
at NPRC-M. I lteels these had to have been started 
by someone. 

He stated he bad heard on the radio that the 
fire possibly started on the sixth floor. He thinks that 
there is only a total of three employees working on the 
sixth floor during his shift. He added these three are 
custodians. 

________ J .. ______ __.lstated if the fire was started by arson, 

7 /12/73 __ .ai __ S_t. Ann, Miss_o_u_r_i ___ ~hle # SL 52-4856 -/~7 
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Dy ~---S_A_. .. I __________________ ~; : ~ls _____ -· Onte docta!ed_~7_/_l_2_/_7_3 __ ---·----
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he has no idea who could have been responsible for it. 
He has no reason to suspect anyone of starting the fire 
and knows of no NPRC-M employees who are disgruntled 
enough to cause this. He has heard of no rumors concerning 
a fire and has not noticed anything or anyone acting 
suspicious or unusual in the past weeks. 

It is his opinion that it would be very 
difficult for an outsider to get into the building after 
5:00 p.m. without help from the inside as the security is 
tight due to the utilization of guards and the doors 
being locked at 5:00 p.m. 

---------'furnished the following information: 

Name 
Sex 
Race 
Address 

Telephone 
Previous address 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Eyes 
Social Security 
Account Number 

Education 

Male 
White 

150 

M ssouri 

Long brown 
Full beard 

Hazel 

Attending I 
Community ..... c""""""o_l_l_e_g_e __ ............................. 

~oncluded by saying if he learns of 
any infor~m-a~t~1-o~n--c-o~ncerning the fire, he will contact 
the St. Louis Office of the Federal Bureau of InvestigationG 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dot• of ho nsc riphon 7 /16/73 

Missouri, telephone nuaber wa• 1Dtervi•••d at the 
st. Lou111 Office of the Fe ra reau of Investigation. 
Be was advised of tbe official identity of the interviewing 
Agent and that the interview coocermd the fire at the 
National Personnel Records Center - Kilitary (NPRc-11) on 
July 12, 1973. He than furnished the following information: 

He was originally eaployed at NPRC-K for a couple 
of months in 1968 in a training proeraa for messengers. 
There were no openings at this ti.Ile and he was let go. He 
befan bis cµrrent employaen't at NPRC-K in October. 1970. b

7
C 

in_ I He has continued in I 
and ls currently working in this field.~, ...... ~~~~~~--., ......... 

I land be works the 4:00 P.M. to 12:30 A.M. 
shift. 

In his job ,I lis assigned to the escalators 
on the first through sixth floors. He is responsible for the 
dusting and sweeping of both ends of the escalators. When 
he starts his shift, be begins on the sixth floor and works 
down to the first. He worked his normal shift on July 11, 
1973, and began working on the sixth floor as usual. 

I I finished his work at about 12:00 Midnigk~t 
and went to the locker room to clean up. At this tiDle no 
one had mentioned anything about a fire. At about 12:15 A.M., 
July 12, 1973, he went to the second floor to sign out. 
WhiAe he was standing in line waiting to sign out, someone 
had mentioned that there was a fire upstairs. No mention 
of the size or exact location was made. I lstated he 
assumed the fire was small and was under control. He thought 
no more about it, and signed out and left at 12:30 A.M. 

I lstated on Thursday afternoon, July 12, 1973, 
he first learned the extent of the fire. He added tbat on his 
shift he did not notice anything or anyone acting unusual, 
suspicious, or out of the ordinary. Be had no idea of the 
cause or location of the origin of the fire. 

S Iii i SL 52-4856 ·-/i" ,; 
lnte ··v;ewed on _ _ 7_/_1_6-0../_7_3 ____ a l t. Louis , _ _ s_s_o_ur __ _ _ _ f,le #----~--~-() 

SA .. I ________ ~:· 
bY----~--~------ ~_- .. - .. -Da te dic:toled _____ ~------

7/16/73 

Thi ~ ,t .., rum .. nt r o nl n lfl s. nEilher 1ecomme ndoti ons n or < o m_1u s. ~ oos o~ the .= B l_ It i ., l h t:- p r o perly of the FB~ a nd i& looned to yo v r agency; 
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r-----1 bad not noticed anything or anyone 
suspic1ol.m~e past couple of aontbs, and has not heard 
of any rmaors of anyoae who desired to start a :tire at 
NPRC-M. Be added he bad no idea who could bave cauaed 
tbe fir•, it tlM cauae wu arson, and be 11wspects no one 
of doing thi•. Be lmowa ot no orpaizationa or individuals 
who are •ilitant apiaat the hderal Government or the 
NPRC-M adlliniatration, who •ight be respon.ible for the fire • 

......, __ _.lstated it is hill opinion that it would 
be very difticul t for an out•id4!1r to pt into the lfPRC-M 
but that it would be easy for any lfPRC-M eaployee to ~ove 
around :freely to any area. 

-'~~--'then furni•hed the following descriptive 
infor.ation: 

Kuae 
Race 
Sex 
Address 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Re ight 
Weight 
Build 
Hair 
Eyes 
Social Security 

Account Nuaber 
Military 
Arrests 

Education 

Characteristics 

Megro 
Mal• 

Miaaouri tele one_l~~~~­

Missouri 

225 
Laree 
Black 
8r0'9D 

~ boncluded by saying he would contact the St. 
Louis Off ce of tM FBI i:f be learns of infomtion regarding 
the origin of the fire. 

2 
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r.• .: l - ., " 11 1' •.. I' 
July 20, 1973 

I I Federal Protective 
Ser vie•. aac;I I aivliid Ile .... Oil 4hlty at th• 
Natioaal Peraoaael aecor .. Center - •tlitary Braa~h 
on July 11, 1173, .. rkill& tile tlar .. to 11 abift. l 
P08t waa tile 11&1A 1urcl 4-k, wtaic)l i• tbe oalJ dOOr!"'l~-­
t .tirousll nicll aooe.• _,. • pi__. to ta.. 1Ma11•1aa 
after S: OO P.• ·00 4loo 
guarde4 by JPO~~-~r-------1---~-..1 
on buildi .. patrol , aadL------~ ........ --~ 
outaide dyty. .After 5:00 P.•. it i•-----
to ... i:f all sat• to pro.-rty are loaW oa tlM b7C 
10 foot t .. ae aurrOWMli .. tile Miildiaa. I 

I IP-trolled tu fourtla, fi:ftll, aa• ~.~1~a-,-... 
floor• watil about 10:35 •.11, B• cw dowa :froa patrol 
at 10:30 P.M. to reliev~ )tor a break aad advised 
all waa aormal at tut ti••· Prior to taat,1 1 
reported every ao"1", te 1 •01tee1:e11y ;; ia•1cate £&it 
everytbin& waa noraal. lie ... ia frOll 
outaide patrol at 8:30 P.11. an patro ed floor• 
one, two, and three ill91cle the buildiac. 

r----ladviaed taat duria1 th• eatire allift nothing 
Wtusual oc~, ud tbat there .. r• ao uaautaor1 .. c1 
peraona in the bu&ldin& . B• adYi•ed that ~i• •bift 
ended at 11:00 P.M. and there waa no tire in the building, 
to bis knowledge , wken be left . 

7 / 15/ 73 Overland, Mi•eouri 
l f"\ 1..- • l•. :w r:".j ( 11' ~ 

00

! , 7S" -- - --

SA D~ R. SKUlllWAY :pdp 7 / 18/ 73 
·: ··- ·=·· ·-:;..-. 

l,1 • • I . ' · . , ~ •·' ' •t II '• ' , , , , · 1111• • ' : lo ; ll• • •' I : 1 11 l • ·. I"'•' ' I · j . .. • '-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

July 20, 1973 
~ I " ' 

aeral Servic .. 
Adaiaiatratioa via9Cl that Oil July 11, 1973 

tbe nicht of tae ••tioaal Peraoaael aecorda 
Center - •ilitary araack be worked the four to lJ •hift 
•••i1•ecl to patrol of floor• four, five aad aix wllicb 

aad 1-•r•l patro1. l .. 1• be Ud acc ... to all 
iDCl...._ all .. t .. , ;':::::r=• aad -1a .. riq rooas, 

areaa Oil tliliotM floor , roWMla betw .. n 5: 00 P .IL 
and 10:30 P.•. 

About 10:30 P.11J laaict u cw to the 
••cond of .atn tlpgr •trai•rt trom the sixth floor and 
relieved_ _at ta• Mill 1..ard desk 
There waa •o :fir x wb .. ll• left tut floor. -t1-----
aaid a. relieved bet .... 10:30 P.•. aad 12: ob and b 7C 
i• not the de9k daring tbat period 
of ti... aotice4 ao Wluadl aaella or 
activity, an ao of the ordinary at anyti .. 
during hia •hift. 

Be •t•ted no unauthorized persons entered 
the buil~i•:J and everyone in the buildinc W&• 8igned 
in. [ -: __ advised be was relieved at aidnieht by FPO I w h nothing eventful happening to tilt point. 

l;ole•' · ~ ·~·ed 0 1·.----'lLJ.:J.L:l~--

SA._1 ____ _ 

9~~rl~d, Mi••ouri SL 52-4856 -/ 3 () 

: pdp 7/18/73 

: -1 ~ J ;. •.r11 efl1 ,_- , ,n1·:• n '; ··1.-d 11 .;-1 1•·- •. ·o1·1:1·, .- ; , ._;: i • • 1 • : , · .. I• -r , <. 1 I I I, (' i ': , L, , ' • ' • • ), .._ ;_. ·.·, \ · .·- ·- ~ . -,::j '.-~ . ·i ;: -.·· :-~,< ·.- ~ · -r. 



in)er v~ewed on 

by 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/19/73 Dole ot tr or.su 1ptio n _ _ ____ _ 

telephone~ jwaa contacted and provided the 
following infonaation: 

I I ia al I in the Federal 
Protective Sirvlce security force a88igned at tbe National 
Personnel Records Center. He works tbe aidnight to 8:00 AM 
shift and his desk is located at the west end of the 
building. 

•+ •a·•c ·~on July 12, 1973, he was told by 
..... ~~~--~~~~~__.I., who bad been patrolling the parking •re:: thlt there was 1111.oke coaing fro. the sxitb floor. I _ _illaediately contacted the Collllunity Fire Depart­

men by he red phone, direct line on bis desk. 

____ _.I has no direct knowledge ot any other 
events happenine that aorning since his deak was at the 
other end ot the building. Be is not aware of any threats 
or atteapta to set fire to tbe building nor is be aware b7C 
ot any bad fire hazards on the sixth floor. Be has heard 
that there have been two or three tires during tbe day 
which were thought to have been set intentionally. 

I l1s a Negro male, six foot two, 190 
pounds, date of birth_l ________ I 

7/18/73 
at 

st. Louis, Missouri File ,. SL 52-4856 ·13/ 

~ 
~ l cw Dale dtcta ted 

7/19/73 

fhis do cument c onta ins neither r eco mmendo tio n ') nor <.onclu<> mn .. oi ih e FBI H is thti pr· o perty o t tOe FBI and is looned to your ogen~y; 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/26/73 Dote o i lr o nsc ,. ~pti on ______ _ 

~-----.I""""!! 
advised that she has been employed at the National 

Personne Records Center (NPR::), 9700 Pas-, from 1967 to 
1969, and from Karch, 1971 to the present time. She stated 
she is employed as an I L regular Army recordS, enlist-
ment eligibility activities office, located on the west end 
of the s~tb floor near the esculatore. She advilled that she 
worked the 7:15 a.m. to 3:45 p.a. shift on July 11, 1973 and 
that during that time she noticed nothing unu&ual. She stated 
that there have been no :fl.res on the sizth floor to her know­
ledge, but there was a mop fire in the women's restroom approzi­
mately one week prior to the fire. She stated there have been 
several small fires in restrooas in the paat, but that she 
knows of no one who started these fires. 

-----~ ....... -lstated that she bas observed some of 
the young people at the record8 center who work through the 
Neighborhood Youth Corps Program walk into a restroom with a 
stack of papers and when they came out they had none. She 
stated she believes some of these young people are tearing 
up records and could possibly be responsible for starting some 
of the sma 11 fires. 

The following description otJ ....... ...,... ______ lwas 
obtained through ob8ervation and inter iei: 

Race: 
Se:a:: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Bair: 
Eyes: 

Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Social Security 
Account Number: 

White 
Female 
5t5tr 
140 lb&. 
Reddish-brown 
Green 
(always wears glasses 

I oc cant•c; :•!lftea: 
I . M ssour 

b7 C 

inte<>ie wed 0 0_~_7_/_2_0_/_7_3 _ _ ~0 1 Woodson Terrace, Missour~ne,, 
\ i' 
'I 

SL 52-4856 -1.:!P( 

b y __ s_A1'L-------...J~et ______ _ Do te d " tated ____ 7_/_2_3_/_7_3 __ 

Thi .., document contoftis n@ithe r fe corri n1e n d ol io n ~ nor c:on( hH1o n-. ·.1 ! lh ip F B I I' 1 ~ the p ro pe,ty o t the FBI a nd ~s l oo ne d lo yo ur a gency; 
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Husband: 

Son: 

Arrests: 

Same address 

Agel..._ _ _. 
None 

b7C 
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l~ ....... --------, ...... --.------------------------~ltele-phone nuaber 1 ____ __.I advi•ed a• follOWI: 

He is employed in the National Personnel Becords 
Center (MP&:), 9700 Page, as a I lin the Auto­
mated Eq•ip.ent Diviaion, •••rv• Co•ponents Personnel Admin­
istration Center. Re stated he will be eaployed at the lfP~ 
:for 11 years in Septeaber of 1973. Bl advised he a tarted 
work on the fifth floor •• a file clerk and ba• worked on the 
siXth floor in the past. 

He stated he arrived at work at 11:45 p.a., July 11, 
1973, to work h!Ji normal shift, 11:50 p.m. to 7:50 a.a. He b7C 
stated when he arrived, part of the clean up crew ... working 
on the aecond floor and that he aigned in and went directly 
to the fourth floor where he works. He noticed no st.range 
faces or anything unU9ual. 

At approxiaately 12:10 •·•·, July 12, 1973, he thought 
be he•rd •omeone say a co•euter .. chine was burnin: ~d he 
aaelled smoke. H• andl I went 
to the door ot the coapt1ter roOll and through the w n 0w could 
see very thick smoke in the corridors. 

At approximately 12:20,,___..,_ __ .r•lled the guards 
and advised them of this smolm. o sent the military 
personnel and the ... en_.;11.W~&Q.:Jr;....l.D.....tJ;i.&...c.J~i::w%.a.z:...~1.01m.-..d.t~11..--­
staira. At this time, 

I Jere still in the computer ro011.. They went to the 
other door of the computer room and through the window ob9erved 
the file area on the fourth fr.or. At thi.9 tiae, there wa• 
ttsoae smoa", but not very much. They then went back to the 
cOtllputer room and "powelled down" all computer equipment. 

At approziaately 12:25 to 12:35 a.m. three firemen 
came to the fourth :floor and two ••re sent to check the r~ 
roa.a, but r•ported no fire. The fiN-n in charge a•ked L___J 
to call the guarclls' deak in order to get the .. culators 
working, ao more :fire-n could COJ118 up to the fourth :floor. 

Ir. ; .- ' .. - ,,_ :_•.i ·.·1· 
7/20/73 WoodSon Terrace, Missouri 

·J ' _ _ ____ _ I . I t-: :;:: 
SL 52-4856 · f 3 3 

7 /23/73 
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Bv this time all of the iomputer equipment was shut down. 
I _then walked downstairs to the second 
floor and they heard someone yell to evacuate the building. 

I ~eft the building, walked around to the back of it, 
and there observed the fire. At this time, it was centrally 
located on the sixth floor in the back, behind one of the 
big exhaust faDS. The :flames had broken the glass anl. were 
lapping over the roof. The flames at this tiae were approxi­
mately 40-50 feet wide. Be stated that almost imaediately 
the flames started jumping sideways with great repetlty. 

Be stated he left at approxiaately 2:30 a.m. and at 
that time the entire sixth floor was not engulfed in flames. 

I lstated that from his experience working in 
the recordi section, he feels the recordJ section could not burn 
or spread that quickly due to the fact the records are tightly 
packed into very heavy cardboard boxes. He stated that burning 
these record8 would be like trying to burn a rolled up news- -r , 

paper. He feel.a soaething must have been used to start the fire bk 
as it spread so quickly. He stated that cleaning fluid could 
have been used and the custodial force has access to it. He 
believes the cleaning fluid is stored on the first floor. He 
stated he does not feel gasoline or any f lamable substance could 
have been brought into the building due to the security pro­
cedures. 

He advised he has never heard ;anyone talk about set­
ting fires, although be feels several of the young people working 
at the recNdS center in the "youth programs" may have started 
several small fires in the past. Be stated that approximately 
five years ago there were not even any "dirty words" written on 
the bathroom walls, but since the youth prograT; ~her; h•;e heef 
trgµbles in the building. Be stated be is the ___ ,....._..~-'l""l"'lr------~---

1 land that he comes in con act w th hese 
problems frequently. 

The following description of ._I _____ lwas obtained 
through o1Jilervat1on and interview: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 
Build: 
Weight: 

White 
Ila.le 
5' 11" 
Heavy 
325 lbs. 
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Hair: 
Eyes: 

Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Social Security 
Account Number: 
Scars and Mark:S: 
Military Service: 
Wife: 

Employment: 

Son: 

Arrests: 

Brown 
Hazel-green 

issouri 

Personnel 

b ...., (~, 
! \.; 
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ST. LOUIS 
Ti Tl.E OF CASE 

ST. LOUIS 7 /30/73 7/12-30/73 

I I 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL 
PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -
~HLITARY (NPRC-H) 
7 /12/73 

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 

REFERENCES: SL tel to Bureau, 7/12/73; 
SL airtel to Bureau, 7/19/73. 

- p -

ENCLOSURES: Enclosed for the Bureau are 5a photographs 
of the fire and its afteriaath at the NPRC-K, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: The National Bureau Of Standards (NBS) has 
conducted an investigation at the fire scene 

from the standpoint of safety and prevention of future such 
fires, but indicates no interest in the criminal aspects 
of this matter. The NBS is very interested in receiving 
a copy of FBI photographs taken at the scone and a summary 
of the FBI's investigation as to physical evidence. A copy 
of the report is, therefore, not being disseminated to that 

l A'. :LL\' i '> ·'.:: L. A I ~: -: D 

! I 
i I 

4 - Bu~BftU (Enc. - 53) 
l 112th MI, Ft. Leonard Wood 
l GSA Public Building Service, SL 
1 - National Archives and Records 

1 -
. 2 -\ _ 

.-, ··(6·i : \ 

' 1-'' ·. ~· .. r i 

Service, SL 
Federal Protective Service, SL 
St. Louis (52-4856) 

:.. . (· •. : ... ' .\ , '·. . ..... r " ( ,;• .. . 

).( 

pdp 

b7C 

x·,.: 

x, 
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&iency but it will be furnished an LHll Bllllll&ry under 
separate cover, with photographs enclosed. 

Two additional copies of the report are being 
furnished the Bureau for any diaaeaination to interested 
agencies it deelaB appropriate on a headquarters level. 

Copies ot photographs being diseeainated 
to appropriate local agencies receiving a copy of this 
report also under separate cover. 

LEADS: 

ST. LOUIS: 

AT ST. LOUIS, MO.: 

1. Will follow with d .. olition contractor 
!oradditional developments as to cause of fire. 

2. Will continue to locate and interview 
eaployeea who have been on annual leave or otherwise absent 
since the !ire. 

3. Will follow with National Archives and 
Records service as to rehabilitation of the record keeping 
facility, and as to when restoration of full access to 
records may be expected. 

- B• -
COVER PAGE 
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Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 - 112th •ilitary Intelligence, 7ort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri 

l - Gal Public Building Service, St. Louis 
1 - National Archi v•• and R•~cords Service, St. Louis 
l - Federal Protective Service, st. Louis 

~~ly 3o, 1973 
Office, ST. LOUIS b7C 

Field Office File ~: SL 52-4856 Bureau File # : 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

MAJOR FIRE, NATIORAL PERSONN:ll. 
RBCORDS CENTI& - •ILITAaY (MPac-M) 
JOLY 12, 1973 

DUT&UCTJON OJ' GOV-..:NT PROPERTY - POSSIBLB ARSON 

Fire discovered sixth floor center section, 
National Peraonnel Record• Center - •tlitary Branch, shortly 
after midnight 7/12/73 by Pederal Protective Service (FPS) 
and custodial personnel. Interviu~s of a 11 FPS, cnstod:J.a 1, 
files, and coaputQr personnel in building at tiae of fire 
as well as extensive exaaination o! site nf origin.!!l f:1re 
failed to di~cloge any evidence of arson. St. Louis 
c0nducting additional interviews and following with demolition 
contractor tor any further developaents as to cause of fire. 

- p -
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FD-3U2 (REV. 11-27-70) i) 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date of transcription 7 /18/73 

Missouri, was contacted by SAi llt his parents 
residence concerning the fire, which occurred at the 
National Personnel Uacords Center.o.!Jili taiy (NPRC-M) on the 
evening of July 11, 19731 and furnished the following 
information: 

I ladvised be ha? been emni oved at the record 
center since June, 1972, as at I His norm.al 
working hours are 4:00 to 12:00 A.M., and his areas of 
responsibility at the center are the fourth and fifth floors. 

On the evening of July 11, 1973,I I-worked e~tirely 
Oll the .:fourth and fior and did not have occasion to go 
1;0 the s1 xth floor • said he knBw of no one he had 
come in contact with a e re cord center who would be 
desirous and capable of destroying the building. lie said he 
first beca111e awa:t•e of the fire at approximately 12 :15 A.M. • 
when he went to the second floor of the building to si:n out b7C 
for the eveniug. At that time his I _ 1 told 
hir.1 there was a fire in the building. I ltllen dee! ed 
to go take a look at the :fire and left the second floor 
via the stail"\11011,and ~d to the sixth floor. '1,his 
particulai· stairwell, L__J said, was the one nearest the 
m~in entrance desk on the wejtend of the building. Upon 
arriving on the sixth floor,_ bbGcrved smoke coming out 
of the sixth flo9r doors and seemingly flowing int. o a nearby 
elevt\tor ghaft. l I opened a door in the hallvmy which leads 
to the file section on the sixth floor in the southwest corner 
of the building. Ile walkod over to t::-..a south side of the 
bi .. :lilding where the windows are located and said that the 
wast one-third of the building on the sixth floor in the file 
section was not on ~ire nnd was relatively clear of smoke. 
However, as he looked toward the oast end of the building 
and began walking in this direction, b3 ran into a solid 
wall of heavy dense, grayish-black smoke. Ile estimated 
that this covered the other two-thirds of the floor. At that 
t:lm.e he left the file area and entered into the hallway; and 

--~t-:ct ..... a..d to close a few doors tha.t were <n>ened to the file section. 

Interviewed on 7 /l 7 /73 01 St. Louis, Missouri File #_BL __ 5_2-4_8_5_6 __ 

II 
7/18/73 SA_I ____ l:ck 

bY-----------·------~-----Oole dic1aled ____________ _ 

This documttn~ contains n:e ittier tecommendolion'S nor conclusio.,!t of 1he FBI. It fs the property of the FBI and rs tooned to your ogencyi 

:t """"' ih ,.,...nh:i nh_ ntsa nl"\S to hP di,..,tribuh~d nuh.lde vour aoencv. 

. l 
I 
i 
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He then left the sixth floor via the stairway he had come 
up and proceeded to the second floor, where he exited the 
building. Ile stayed outside the buildinsproximately 
fiw tdnutes and left for his residence. ecalled that 
on the sixth floor some lights \Vere on bu · ld not 
tell if the exhaust fans were on or off. mphasized 
on the west one-third of the sixth floor lie not observe 
any flames and the area was relatively clear of smoke. He 
said on his travels to and from the sixth floor he did not 
observe anyone else. 

II further stated that prior to being informed 
that a fi~occurred in the building at 12!15 A.M. he 
had not observed any smoke. 

The following information wassobtained £rom 
observation and interview: 

b7C 

Name 
Residence 
Parents Residence ~I ___ I 

Missouri 
White 
Male 

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Marital Status 
Military 
Occupation 

Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Telephone Number 

single 
Veteran - n s Cayst Guard 
StunAnt -~'~~~-junior College, 
majoring in general courses 
6 feet 
180 
Brown 
prg>pp 

I lsaid he had beenmtified to report for work 
at the New Federal Building in st. Louis on the 4:00 to 12:00 
shift beginning July 17, 1973. 

• 
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7/18/13 

WILl.IU .. ..., EUESI, Jr., 'J'Wiu a land La.Us• 
&oot.e 2, at. Cbarlee Ce\ulty, •l••turi, ~ t•lttpb&ne, w 
in~W..O at.lath. a,e.rt-t o1 ftlD9aICK IP~Stu. 
105«> Ct.1uW11Ga, •II.ere M w Yb1 tie~:.. 11 .... w •clviJMM! 
•• to tile i•at1 ty el. tu. 1•te:r•1M*t. At,eat la a aboe of 
nu erMieuttai. aa.d wu ...tvt.aM tllat M waa beitt~; int.rvi--4 
cen~•i•i6 a ti.re at ta. .. t.io•l JllN'woaael aecor4lll C.o ter 
(Hiie)' noo JlaL•· SIMCMD achi...t .. foll999: 

a. ab :l.ae4 be ia a..p10-,.a by the General &er. icea 
.... ica :I.II tn t ien, .Pu~l 1.C hJ. 1Ali1t«., a.r. iee, C4a todia 1 ,___....e 
at tM D'liC, 9'100 11a.,_e.. .. Hllil'.i-4 ti. ci...n. ~ &mlt of 
the e.ftie98 tM the nertbeaat ~llillr of tb9 auth tloor attd 
thet t-.e th!ti.a 4o .. t recalre aic t• £• into lbe i-~or.aa 
..ct.l.oe. OD .Jal.7 11, 19"13, be-. workia~; tM 4:00 p.•. to 
12:30 a.a. eh1tt. lie stated be i.tt tn ai&t.b tlaicr at 
apprear~ te ly 10 :30 to 10 s •!· p.a. to &0 te U• four ttt l loor. 
Pt .. aaee -.C~ ion Office, which ill air-ooMi t10B9d. 99 •ta ted 
that u.. a lr-eotidi t 1.oeiQf. in llle bY i UiAg 19 aha t ot f • t ter 
5;~ p.-. &ad it 1a .._.Um•l! Mt". WMt:l ae 1-tt the 
111ixtb ti.... be QOtk9d ootl!siu.;.., ~l ..a st.at.ca be 
.k~ el .. G1M WM ~ld 1111tD l t.e a tart a t U'e at tbe 
.. , •• Cetlter Ital' 4td a:.. a:leu11. 

a. • ta ted .. :ou.nd 01H .-.u t tbe tire WM.fl .be .. 
on t.w ••cond float •1't1or teo i.... ....-.. .. stated t.._.,. 
~ ne alaftla .......... an.t tb9 Duil41.11t: ... net ~!9to4 
91 the .. PleJ••. wk Mid to ... 1 t 1•1411 t~ lKl11Ali1tt, co 
•1go out at i.as~ a.m. 

a. ....,1-Mi t.bat on .lvly 11, 19'73, bJa euperviaor, 
'l'Wiasl 81 I I, u..a ~lw4 Ilia t Dll t tbuie W ..._ twe t iMle 
witt.h tn ia.t ...n in ttte butldin~: aa4 that • tals.d 
t• aia .~ t rt.re preY•11 t too. 

n. tellesiq ••acr1ption of •--• ... ol:>taiawd 
t~ otie&watiea ... i•~t.w: 

Rite 



Sex: 
Hei ; h l: 
We1:JJ t: 
Hair: 
&yee: 
da te o t birth ; 
place ot birth: 
&oeial S.Curity 

Hlmlber: 
.. r 1 t.a l ii ta t ua : 
111111 tary: 

aer 1a l nU11ber: 
Fa tber: 
alotur: 
.. pl071Mnt: 

!"arenta ~ioeace: 

Te le phone : 

Male 

160 p<>U'lc1s 
Li~ h '. brown; 111ua tac tlfl a lld beard 
Blue 
,.. bru.a.r :r 3 t l iM 5 
St. t.o u iat !U ... ouri. 

•00-54-9860 
Sia ~: le 
Uni tee! 5 tat- A 1.r Force 

2/10/ti9-l/14/72• 
booorabl.e diachar:• 

68000231 
WJI.LIAM D. KIMlfiK ~ Sr. 
ALICE IUKal 
.Peraocael Office. St. 

IAll9'a Boepital, 
6700 Del.mar Avenue 

10411 Driver 
Qirer land t Miaeour 1 

423-1507 



,. 

' 
F ED E RA L B U R E A U 0 F I N V E S T I C A T I 0 ~~ 

Jaaly 17, lt73 
l 

--~----~--~---J... &4Yl ... al tile ...._titJ 
of t• iatenit..,lnc Ac .. t .... 11 - tu fa<rt t•t be 
... Milla iat4trri...cl cwerai .. a pi0e9tlll• t.._n l 
•iel.Atloa ia «98•ec•ioa wit~ ... ,r.,ti .. ot 0-0.er .... t 
p~r\J. 

-~ at&yiaM tMt w b&a -... werki.11& a.a •Jiii I a\ t.1118 •t.ll\ary Pera-.l ... orca. Ce.Ater 
( L) r ... ~t•\•lr 16 ~ a1w tile Mildi• 
waa 09•941. .. .odiecl i9'.at IM ~ 32 y•n ol Go•er-aa1Dt 
-r•i.c•. .. •Utecl tMt oa Jal,y 11. 1H3. M arri-.ed 
at work at ~iaatel1 3:4! P.•. at ,,_i~ t18e be 
... t to W'Oil'k - tbe .. ooad floor Gf tu b\til.tlmc. ae 
wor&-4 - ,..._ ••ooad floor atil Ilia 1.-oll br1&k at 
7130 •.•. alte' wbic- IM ,..., to ~rk aa tllie atxtb tl~or. 
To tbe ..._. ef 1111• 1'9COl>..ctto. M werkM Olli tlM a1.rt-. 
tlCMH" f,... ..,.,.aml .. t•lJ S:OIJ P.• . .at1l 10:09 P.•. at 
Y~i•la ti- lie ret..,.... to tbe first floor .a.re M ~1Ded 
ui11 approI1-t•l1 12:25 A.•., .S•d1 12, 1'73. At c.~u 
ttae a. a.•r4 -veral l.M.J.~1._19 •f •ltt .. of a fire 
-tairw .... M extt..i tlu--lo h• -t -.. =l• ::·•• , .. r,1t11,.. ... -· -ta•t ... ~ i.u[ I I__ _ wt.o ••k.O bl• to 8'\&7 for awla.1 • a oaae 

re - hJ''kiJI« \Mt icroel.4 M ..._ t.., Mlp. h 
.-..aiae4 •tll ·~-t .. tely 2230 A.• . ...& olllter"9CI 
the :fire oa tbe s1xtk tloor 1m tu a0cttb s1ff of tbtt 
lHllUt•. .. •t•t-4 tbat 'ul .. ti.. ~ ot ta. •"oein.g 
•otki8C •-•l llAd ocel!UTH w M4 M aot1.- aay 
i.Ht1'1.&eala wbo wgre .ai..1U.ar to bi.a or wt.a .....,red a.a 
tboaclt tMJ 41d out belNC at ID'9C. 

h 1• cleecribed M follow.: .... 
·~ 
Tel~ 
aaaa ... 
1)9 te 9f' lti rtb 

I -__ 111~1 

7 /l.6/73 

b7C 



&eight 
•~igbt 
iy .. 
b1r 
.. ri t• l •ta tua 
•111ta.r;--y ••rvice 
8()(! ia 1 ti:~uri ty Mum&er I 

5tgtt 

180 
8.rfYf/Q 

Black. 
brr le-cl 
li. S, Aray, 

b7C 
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.._--~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~__.St. LOuia• •1-tlrl.. wu U.fon•d of tll& ldlH'ti tJ of tM """lftiag 
'-t .... 11 - tae fact tMt i.. ... •s..& iatM-Tl..-ed 
~a ,....u~t• ,,., al Yiol•~i~ la ~••ti-
ritlt tiM ._tract-J.oa of ae. ... - .. t ,..., r 1 t.r. I I 
w ~ U..t lllie - beUc r-ata~~l...ct li effirtli 
te Mund.De tt.. mot tiw of "9 .._..•blnita • t!le 
"-'- of hlJ 11. 1973. I l•taW tba t ae UTiwecl 
at ~ at • ...,.-s..t1.1 3 :46 •·•· ....... t t<o work GA tJw 
.. oe11• fl.or at u.e 111litarJ ~l 8e::ordhter. a. 
~ - tM MOON floor 1• tM o..-.lcler watll Ilia 
l_,. Weak at 'J:J.0 p.•. J'ollosi-Jls Ida l~ ar..11 
u ••t Ult to tll• alx.tla fl.oor ..,..,.. tM ~ tre. 
.... .aimatelJ' ·~ 00 ..... •til 10:00 •••• Be ttl- ••t 
dowa to tM ti.rat floor wttere t.. ~ tor •• ~tioaal 
t'llO Jaocra uattl ~tlJ' unr aMlaJ.p t at 'tf1l.ica ttse be 
c'ta,.....S o-lot~ aad ,. ,.lr"M to •ica out a-4 cc ...,_._ 
h ...-al la tut w first ll r r-4 of a f lre ta Ute lluil41as 
at ..,,...,•••tely lt1" a.a., .U• M ... oe tt. tint 
f leol-. . la ta tied tat llie la CieM-U...ltl7 older 
t-.a U.. -.;ertt1 td tJle -.i~ at llll1tu7 f_raa·u••l 
~ O.t.r awl e- aet S•llOhte w1tll llt. fellow 
.,1.,.11•. ... ~arore11 coul.d aot reoa.11 t• r •• ~ 
..,- of tM etlnr iad1•14Qala Mio 1fOZ'kttd 09 u.. at.&Ul 
~loor •t.tJl k!a. 

•I ____ __ 1/20/73 

' -. 
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7/1:3/73 

I 
•t••OU"i, teliPil•• •u • a1 I lw ia:tliid ot ttJI 
1*9tlty of~te.l"Yt..ifth •~...,,.t au4 tbe u.tuc of tllie 
inter•i..H. l___JproYidlHt ta. foll.-19'h. 1&for.ati9G: 

I lata\.941 ttat a. ia a a.....er-tt.. -el..!Y!! 
at the .. &or .. C.Qt.r •IHI ia ellt)t..ye.d .. a I I 
.. u a •t~ut at tbe 811lt.era1t1 flf au.our1 1a C.1-.bia, 
-JariD;.o 1~ ._1 .... &41al.A1-tra.t1ee aJMI will be a ~· 
•~en t\e r-eti..ira. to .abool iu .. pteROer, 1913. 

I 6o11 eo-t.ta ~t cbeakia•~ 112- e•·1' •tteet>ia1 
a latMl ~o baw. t"h. reoer• c:oaP411"t.eriaH. I J ··· 
ie __... 0t1 th* ... end f 1..-r ol. th• 
~- e.ttt.n bu1l•ilil/. •• be worka tat. tReDi~ ahlfl, b7C 
•roe p.•. to 12:30 •·•·I ~ct.iaff t.bet he d1cl work 
o~ J~ly 11. 1973. 

I ,,......ieed tbaL be ..,..toed. o• tM aecorut i'lo.r 
tr.. ·~i..ately .ft:C).S p.a. t~roubh 12: u; • ·•· •lllD•Pt for 
t.be ,.r1o4 8;00 p.•. to 8:~ p.a. wt.ea be .. nt to tae fifth 
f lOllll' eMek bar tor 1.aMh. ( i ata ted tba t M _. l\G R9W 

.. pie,... or a.Q.Y .mJJicioua i..Jtin~ .. pi90pt. a~ t~ were sw 
llR .. •l ei1tem'9Mta ~ tu ...,Min .. J•ly ll, U'73. 

I (aoi...s tMt 9"11 Die 919tlt to ta. tittb 
l\eiel' OZ' .Jttl7 ll, lfrn at 81()() p.•., M did twt ..-11 a&Olle 
alHI 41d aot ... a"y .ft.r.. 119 a4\'ta.ed tltat tM tU.t ti.a• 
w a.. t~ waa a tire ... ~1-ately 12:30 a .. •. •~ 
lw WM l•Y1nl~ tO. bu1 l.41A~· t• ;<O n.o.e. 

________ ___.la 
aaee: 
a.x: 
.Gate ef birt.b: 
S.i~.lt;: 
w.1.,~u.: 

llllir: 
leei&1 ... m'''' #t 

7/U/7;J 

M ._I _____ ___.f411• 

.. fell81198~ 

~· 10" 
l~ prwQd& •na 

1/U/13 



tat her: 

"ottJ•r: 
lli:ap loyai•n l : 

I..._ ____ ...... PIHa&ourl 
National Per•onn4tl k~ord5 

Cellt•r, G84 Ile.cord C.u ler; 
5/l•/73 thrOl!t>b prffeo t 
(awaJller e.ployiaent) 

.llDployee ldenti-
:t.ica t: ton KWll.ber ~ .. ____ _ 
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Dete of birth: 
~icht: 
Weight : 
flair; 
a,ea: 
S0ie i A l liJeCU r1 tJ 

QCCOU.Ut llWIMr; 
Edueatioo: 

\Utaaobi le: 

St'adent, St. LouJ.g Univ-endty, 
~ oring in psyclto lQS'7 

l Buick century> white ()\'(' r 
crgen 1 r· aiasourj l iC~Dl.iW 

I -



FEDERAL e. u REAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Ju1r l3, lW73 
l 

M1 .. o'ir1, t•lepa.o..1 Military 
hrtt-1 leOf>nt. Center (JIPltC), tTOO P&s•, 0.•:rl-..ad, 
•1aaou't, a6.,.1aeod a.a foll.,_ coaoeni .. .Ii.a tAowl..q• 
of ta.. fir. taat <>cetn"re4 on .Jvl7 12 1 1973, at ORC! 

___ luvi..G tut be i• • a• •r -.plQJ•e 

a llJ>RC •1 tb approx1..,t•l7 :: : : :::1 Y()Q.llC P90Pl• 
tYMMr ~ .. •aptr ... t.•1~ of r - (9buaet1c.) QB a 
&peeial project tor th.e l: if C<J t-ioe. II 
•dvl.-1 tat M eheiokM iP at 3:30 P.M •• Jltly 11, ~ 
.aAd aip.t out at l.2130 A.•., .Jn lJ U, 1'73. 

I lwav ~ t bll t •• ..one. • t b.e •~d f lnor 
aad o.ly IiiY99 it to s~ to lcmeb t.111 t~u fittb floor. 

-----~•1..,. ta.at at a,>proa.J.aatel7 l.2!10 A.•. 
a. left to. f irmt t loor to re~iara ti i .. tut he llJAd 
..... wontq .,. &IMI •wrost•wly J,l.:..12 ·-·· retcaraad 
to ta. ••cso•ll floor to •1-» .ut. L___jad~1aed oa ~1• 
retaJ'll to tll• 9"084 floor M coul4 ... 11 8acd.• o.a tM 
•ta11'9. lie aut.ed tbat at 12: 10 A.•. ,..... be waa on u .. 
•tair.-y M did •ot wll ..ok.e. 

Da4~1a.cl ibAt tM ~not~ <>I••~ 
no ... 1d llAff narte.d tile tire at 1IPJtC uct baa llilC) k.aowleqe 
aa tg ~ lt ... start9d. 

Tn tulloWlllc i• a O..Cri .. pt_1_0A __ o_f_.l ____ r------
-... 
aaoe .... 

b 7C 

D9te, plaa~ Gf birta 
.. tpt 

.._ ____________ ..... , ·i-\Mlrl 
5•1• 
U0-140 
ain­
nrpn 

••1gkt 
•tr 
ST .. 
A~ 

7/U/73 
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Occupati o n ~tl.ldaat, Okla~oma Uni vens1 ty. 
JC . .irmaa, Ok la~ 

.luto.obi le l ~ 1 Ra•bler u811a••1'e• 
•t-ouri ltoenae I lb7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV~STI C, ATION 

•• later.-1...-d 
'='Z.....,~"nll=--·~ infor ... tion: 

I &el•1-d ~· 1- .....-ntly --.1o~d 
at t ne .A.r-._y_P\l_b ...... l'"""ica--t .... :l ... c-ter 1 ooated at l 6AI l'oe4eon 
Jtoa4, It. 1..-ub, •t ... \lrl which is lecat.d dl:rectl~, 

:::::: T
ilitary &•aorda Ceriter, PTOO Pa.ge Boul••ard. I _______ statl9d tbat lie ha• -.a ... 10,..._. at ti-e 

... c.-t•r tor -~0&1-ttly \ ':3,[ft yyra. al)d 

~lbetl hi• ...rk •• t ' at of a I I 
I lturtn.r adTi .. d that on July 11, 1~7' 

tle waa pertot"l:li.11& a 3%1~ P.•. tQ 11:45 p.f. ahlft. At 
•...-.. 1-uly 11:11 A.•. tbat e'Nninr:,I lad•t..e-cJ 
that wh.il• dr1•1.ng tro.t tM hbl1catloea C.l\ter ,...1~ tI.e 
..._.da C..ter in •rt atte.pt to ~it eo Pase BMl.l•T&J"d, 

A.ecwd• C•~t•r. jata~ that 1• an att .. pt 
!;e ot..r'f'94 wi:=-: t t pv ~ t nie top f loo:r of t ~ 

to get a clwr o ... whe:re tn• roa wa• eo.ing 
froa he •~ hi.9 oar tc;, a ~ltl°" laclnf tl'.i8 .out~ side 
of t~ bu~i&~. :~ 1~~:- at t1:.e aou he:a•t cor~r 
of the ~ llAini;, I tate:d be ob9er-M4 _..._ 

aDd •Pts"e.l•t.ely.,.erent blaw ae : :~:: floor 
of tf-e ~ cetit•r. The bl._ ....... .,.,= = __ I 
t1emer lbed .ri•iAll to •rtreact..ate l :;o two t .. t t 

b7C 

YiJMlew lsdse °" th• elxtb. floar aDd ::: r:parat.d appr~itM. tely 
tea t-t ..-rt. hrtta.rwe,I __ atat.M t~ 
bl.._ Wbloh Jae _,, ca..red ~ area lW cegter 
of ttu bu11d1q to tbe aovt~t c-M" .. r ol t~ bu11~1nF<:. 

______ __.Ln1.-.c1 that wh.-r1 tie ttrat obei9'r.ed 
the fl ... • they ~ to ban ~ UiH "prett1 .. tl" 
b: u .. ti.. tie tM"l••nied t~. I ~•tatect a.tt.r 
A0t bi.~. t be W 1oia••• e1' the f 1ra, !::At 1-d 1.a tel) 
prsue .. f to tbe ... t •ltle el th9 tiulldtn" to alft't tll• 
par4 'llhft -. •tat1••• t...,._ at wbieb tllle be -. •t 
ill frc.1t et ttw ~tut .. 11 b'f tnat -- ,.ard .mo adYl .. d 
t.e ._. -are et t be ftr. . 

.u_l ____ I-
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• FEDERAL .UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Pole of lrO'nscrlpllon 7 /18/73 

Hissourl, was contacted by SA t his res ence, 
concerning the fire that occur~rc~"'T"""~""""r"'W"-.._---,-tonal Personnel 

. Records Center-Military (NPRC-?d) on July 11, 1973, and 
STEWART :tu.mi shed the following information: 

. . . .J ~dJ~sed that . be has ben employed as ~ GS-4 
· temporar~t the record center since October, 1971, 
an:· in recent weeksas been working on special. projects. 
I lsa1d that bis work is primarily located on the first 
an second floors of the record center but he had previously b·-, c 

I ltorked entirely on too first and second floors and 
· · mrlte; on the si.xth floor. During tho owning of. July 11, 197:1 . ' 

onlye£t these floors to proceed to the fifth floor snack bar 
at approxlmately 8 :GO P .• M. After a short break he returned 
agpin :o his work area on the first and second floor. 

_ I . lldvised he knew of no one that he had come in contact 
.· with a the center who would be desirous or capable of burni ng 
the record center, and on the evening of Jul~~' he 
said h e noticed nothing out of the ordinary. first 
became anre ot the fire at npproximatel7 12: • • , July 12, 
1973, . wheil be went to tile first floor of the record center 
to sign out for. the evening. At that the h& saw fire trucks 

. and firemen arriving at the building. He went outsi de, 
and observ.· eel flames coming e:::isoutJlieast corner of the . , 
building tiear the windows . s~id at that time, 

, approximately 12 :35 A.M., t · were confined Q 
southeast corner area. At approximately 12 :40 A.u • 
.left the center and returned to his r~sidence. The . o o ng 
infonaation was obtained from int ervi~-.v and observation: 

Name .· 
· Bace 
SeX 
Date Of Birth 
Uari tal Sta tua 
Height 
Weight 

5'9" 
155 

lnte r• i•;..•d o n ·· 7 0.6/13 . 01 St. Louis, Jlissouri Fiie # _SL __ 6_2-4 __ 8_5~6 ___ _ 

b y · ·BAj .. ______ .....,.11-:_c_k_. ·· __,_ _______ _ o-.koc1ote d_• ___ 7_/l_S/_13_. --- -

t his docume nt co nta ins· neither re co m me ndo lions no r co nclusions o f the F8 1. II ·is the pr...., of the F81 o nd h loa ned to yo ur age ncy; 

11 ond ils · conlttn ls ore not to be d isir1buled outaide your age ncy. 

' 
.[ 
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'IL 52-4856 
BAJ:ss 

• • 

I l ,..'--.-....._ ___ __. ....... i.......w~ ..... . 
: 

.... :,_ 18 

Wia cOlitac d y s!..._...,........, ....... __ _...,.._ ....... ...-.......................... ...-....... __ 
adyhqtd he 19 a Federal Pro ec ft Serv ce ..._ .............. J ... at the Adjutant General Pulbicationt1_C_e_n_t!"'"e-r-, ....... -
l6S5 Wood9011 B.oad, OYerland, where he work& 1.2 aldr.ight 
to • Ar•· On the lllOl'Dill~ of July 12. 19T3 he. -· called 
by hi•_ _ I wno •• 
at tbe watlomn Peraonne itecorda Cinter. Thia •s 
at about 11:30 A.II. I ltold hb1 to lack up th• 
publicationa centu and afisiat la traffic control at the 
.aab1 gate of the Recorda Center •inoe there was a 
fire there. It waa JJ:40 A.• •• ._.. he got outaide. 
All he could ... of the f J.re aa llOlli8 aaoke frOin the 
Cth floor window on ibe south. elde of the buildlog. He 
helped ~U.rect traffic tor one hour and then returned to 
the publieatiooa bu1ld1n1i. Re could provide no 
further 1aforiaatlon of value. 

I l1a ....,ribed aa a ll•~n •l•, 5'8", 
180 pouada. date of birth l ______ _J_ 

b 7C 
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FD ·302 (H [V. I 1 ·27 -70) • • FEDERAL BfJRLW OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote of lronscr iµ !ion July 2 :J I 1.973 
l 

Th.-, are ident1tie4 as tollo\18: 

Group A taken duriag tt:a.e .orral.ng ot July He, 
1973, d.ariq th• tire: 

tl\e fire: 

1. lforth-t coraer 
2. .laat Biele 
3. ••t aide 

•• loutbeeet corner 
5. ll&tlt side 

•• l'oa•t side 
7. ••t •lcl• 
8. aoutuaat eoraer 
9. So&.&th •id• 

10. souttnreat corner 
11. Borth• .. t cora•r 

Gruup B taken ln late 110rai.1ig July 12, 1913, during 

12 through 21 are ••rial pbotograpba. 

Group c taken J illy 13, U.l73: 

22. Southwest corner 
23. Southeaat corner 
24. East aide 
25 t brotlgl.l 30 were take.n about ~ : 30 P .•. froa a 

b 7C 

anonel fit'e tr\ldt and stttnr eaat side ol sixth tloor. 

Group IJ aerial photographs t&k.ea at about 9:;lo A.M. 
Jul7 18, H113, sh---wl.ng d ... ge to the root: 

31. South side 
32. South side 

---------,3tt3~, -i.Leeec>ek~iaag11-•soo..u~~t~h•••••~t----------... -- ·---- -·-· _ -- .... 

7 /12' 13, 18/73 
ln le rv iew ed on uf 

: hi$ dor:,unien l cori to i ns ne ither recornrlH~·;i d t.i ; ons nor ( on<.lus lo f\~ o f the FBI. 1' is lh e p rt'~:Je r : y o f the FB I al"l d • ::i. :oo ncd 10 yov r age ncy; 

i t ond d s conle~f ~ or e no! f rJ be d i!. t r ibu l ed ou tside: y n ur og e nc:. y. 

//;/ 
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34. East aide 
35. South side 
36. 8outb •ide 
37. Looking east 

Grotlp E fi .re d.a.age on the ai.xt.n floor, taken 
J i,. is. 1973: 

38. 
39. 
40. 

41. 
42. 

43. 

44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 

53. 

Midway 111 aoutb corridor looking west 
•1.twa1 in •outb corridor looking east 
Caved 111 roof aacl beat ahelvea witb enar,:ed 
records aottth aide center 
Otfiee aectloa north aido 
File shelves, beading toward 8outh aide of 
building taken 1roa north side 
Filing sbelv• looking south towsrd caved in 
area of root 
Piling abelvaa looking towa~d caved in roof 
Records f 9lder in south corridQr 
Stlil1rwell on south side 
'filing cablaets on south ea•t aid@ . , • • 
.Filing cabinete lookin& north f:t"ua south side 
Fi H.og cabioeta taken from cave -in area of roo! 
F1 ling abel vu north ceutral area 
Filing sbelves and roof 
lo'i .1 ing she h·ea, cbil1· red pa per at.id ruo.f. 



• • 
Post Office Box 7251 
St. Louis, Missouri 63177 
July 31, 1973 

General Services Administration 
1500 East Bannister Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131 

Re: Major Fire, National Personnel 
Records Center - Military (NPRC-M), 
July 12, 1973 
Destruction of Government Property, 
Possible Arson 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of an investigative 
report dated July 30, 1973, at St. Louis concerning 
the fire at the National Personnel Records Center -
Military located at 9700 Page .Boulevard, St. Louis, 
Missouri, which fire occurred on July 12, 1973. 

Photographs of the Records Center are being 
prepared and will be forwarded to you when they are 
received by this office. 

I trust that the enclosed report will be of 
some assistance to you. 

Enclosure 1 

l- Addressee (Bnc. 1) 
(, H· St. Louis (52-4856) 

CJD:lhc 
(2) 

Very truly yours, 

l/ 1 • -

ROBERT G. KUNKEL 
Special Agent in Charge 

I - • / 1 ' 

b 7C 



8/1/73 

A I R T E L 

TO DIRECTOR, P'BI 

FROM : SAC, ST. LOUIS (53-4856) (P) 

MAJOR FIRE -
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RE<DlDS 
CEllTER - 11.ILITARY (NPJlC-U) !h --(7.:> 
DESTRUCTION OF GOVDRJIERT ) " 
PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON 

00: ST. LOUIS 

• 

--~~~~•PM0~= ...... •rtorm.ation of Bureau, I 
--~~--~~~- National Personnel Records Center (Military 

Branch), advised that considerable progress is being made 
toward rehabilitation of the Records Center. Rf =0 =d; :1 
gradually becoaing acceaaible for recover:y, butl in-
dicated that it will be sometime before operations a 
Center permit general access to records. Water re.oval, 
fogging and demolition operations continue, but a consider­
•ble portion ot the 50-aillion gallons of water poured into 
the building remains. 

In addition, J. S. ALB.EB.IC! CONSTRUCTION COllPANY, 
which is the prime demolition contractor, has forbidden 
access to that portion of each of the five lower floors 
directly beneath demolition operations. This amounts to 

b 7C 

the rough equivalent of one third the length of the building 
on each floor. This requirement stems from tear of dropping 
huge chunks of concrete froa the roof ~~tun weighing 
in the neighborhood of ten tons each. lreports that 
if dropped, the concrete would go to tseaent. Additionally, 
if the booa of the huge crane used to do this work were to be 
pulled down or broken, 1 t is feared the boom would slice 
through several of the floors. 
2. - Bureau (AM) \i) - St • Louis 
RS:80~/(4) 
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_________ la1so indicated that negotiations 
are currently being conducted regarding the future location 
of the United States Army Reserve Con*ro1 Grrnm mhi a: ~as 

:
Qm:e: t~ fourth floor. While I _ J 

desires to remain in the buildinv,, General services 
dmin s ra ion wants them to seek headquart~rs elsewhere, 

due primarily to space considerations. 

The sixth floor will not be rebuilt, and if the 
Army returns to the fourth floor, space in the building will 
be at an extreme premium. 

J Jsaid that "dickeringu over space require-
ments an a!Iocat ons is presently being conducted. Ile 
could offer no advice as to when or whether tenant activity b.7 c 
such as the Civil Service CQnmission, Social Security Adminis- ' 
tration, National Research Agency, Veterans Administration 
and the FBI would be afforded space, or if so, how much. 

I kstimated it would be several weeks before 
any space would be available due to safety factors from 
ceilings which continue to fall, and from tile floors which 
are lifting due to water damage. Repair efforts alone are 
expected to interfere with and probably delay access to any 
space in the building. 

A visual inspection of FBI Office space on 7/30/73 
indicates it is generally in good condition but the floor is 
under water and much of the tile floor is beginning to lift. 
The ceiling appears water or moisture saturated and appears 
to be tenuous at best. 

________ I also suggested an alternate source 
of military record information as the Automatic Data Pro­
cessing Center of the Veterans Administration, Austin, Texas. 

I I indicated that information filed there will consist 
of little more than name, rank, serial number, and possibly 
the type of dischnrge. It will not indicate the period of 
service, medical or performance data, and will not reflect 
records of court-martial. This information being offered 

- 2 -
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for whatever instruction the Bureau desires to afford all 
field offices as to the availability of the above data. 

Bureau will be periodically advised of the Re­
cords Center status as developmen1:s occur. 

- 3 -
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' ., M; •111 ol I I JI IQ; • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D11r .. "' •rOl'\\fr1pt1on 1-19-73 

IUssourl, telepbone I was interviewed 
at his residence aud supplied tile following i11for .• 1ation: 

I ladviaed he is presently e~ployed 
at tile Army Plfolicatidmcenter located at lu55 Woodson 
Road, Et. Louis, Missouri which is located di1·ectl:! 

:·:::: ::: :f litary Records Center, D700 P&~e Boulevard. 
~tated that he l1as bee11 employed at ti.e 

a IF Center for approxlTatel ,, tj";ree year&. Alld 
describes his work as ti at of a_ J 

I I further advised tilat on Ju 1:1 11, 1973 
he was performing a 3: 15 P.11. to 11:40 P : :h:ft .1'\t 
approximately 12:15 A.JI. that eveninr.~ ladvised 
that while driving from the publicationsen~e passin: the 
Records Center in an attempt to exit on Page Qoulevard, 
tle observed smoise emapat1 nq '(rom the to~ floor of t Ile 
Records Center. l ~tated tt1at in an attempt 
to get a closer look to see where t h.f! sP1oke was co!ulng-
from he drove llis car to a position facing tile south side 
of the bui14in~

1 
:~ that time at t:1e southeast corner 

of the building~ _ f:,tated he observed smoke 
and approximate !' tve dlifiirhnt blazes on :: :1:::~ fla,.,. 
of the Records Center. The blazes were asl__ _ ___ _ 
described rising to approximately two feet'"---·v----1--~__. 

b7C 

window ledge on the sixth flt; :P: ::e teparatecl_approxi:nately 
ten feet apart. Furthermore ______ ~stated tne 
blazes which be saw covered I e m he center 

by 

of t:tr~ building to the southeast corner of tne bu 11<' inf~. 

I tdvised ti.lat wi1en l:e first oi·Jserved 
the names they ippeat~d to h~; 111111111 ;;;;la~ "pretty well" 
b:'/ the time Lte observed then1. lstated after 
notin~~ the seriousness o:r the re, i:e m!Dediately 
proceeded to the west side of the i.>uildir.!.; to alert the 
guard who was stationed there at whic·1 ti·nc itc was .;tet 
in f1·ont or the building i..oy ti1at same i;l•arci who advised 
11e was aware of t;ie fire. 

7-18-73 ____ ui ___ St. __ LOuis, Mi~~!£.!__F••• t_..Jik,_52-4~~··' __ .. !-.l 
."I-

I ss._ .. _ <),,1., ll1Clnh1l1,_ -· "/_~ ~~-73_. ---·--- ·--· 

1\111 do,um•nt co.,loln• n•llh., 1 eco1nm•ndallan~ na1 c.uC1clu~10M ~• the FBI II '' lh• c11op•tly ol th• FBI and •I lonned 10 your "II•"'" 

ii :and il1 contenls are nol to b• di1•rlbul•d -:1ul1ide you1 ag•ncy. 

---··--- ·-



• 
Post Office Drawer 7251, ~•in Station 

St. Louis, Mi•souri 
A uguat 3, 1973 

~tructure• Section 
Center for Building Technolo~y 
National Bureau of Standarda 
Institute tor Applied Technolo:~Y 

"" Gatthe.raburg, Maryland 

Dear~'~~~~~--

b7 c: 

Enclosed are 53 photograph& of the fire and its 
aftermath at the National Personnel Rectn!• Center - M111trry 
Branch, which were requested by you and of 
your off ice • 

Pictures 1 through 11 were taken the morning of July 
12, 1973 durinf'~ th'e fire. They are identified as follows: 

1. Northeast corner 
2. East side 
3. East side 
4. Southeast corner 
5. ~•:t side 
6. East side 
7. East side 
8. Southeast corner 
9. South side 

10. Southwest corner 
11. Northeast corner 

Pictures 12 through 21 are aeria 1 photos taken the 
late morning of July 12, 1973 while the buildinJ: was still on 
fire. Tllese photos are self-explanatory. 

Pictures 22 throu~;h 24 are photos taken July 12, 1973 
depict in:~ the exterior of the building as f oll°"s: 

Enc los urea : 53 
1 - Addresse 

_(1)- St . Louis 
d~)DRS:jet 
,_y (2) 

(52-4856) 

.l ••. 11 ·- ·. 



• 
22. Southweat corner 
23. Southeast corner 
24. East side 

Pictures 25 through 30 were taken about 5:30 p.m. 
on July 13, 1973 from a snorkel fire truck and show the 
east side of the sixth floor. 

Pictures 31 through 37 were taken about 9:30 a.m. 
on July 18, 1973, showing damage to the roof after the fire 
had been largely extinguished. These photos are also self­
explanatory. 

Pictures 38 through 53 show fire darna;;·e to the a ixth 
floor. They were taken on July 18, 1973. They are more 
specifically id~ntif ied as follows: 

38. Midway in south corridor lookin,; west 
39. Midway in south corridor lookin:~ east 
40. Caved in roof and bent shelves with charred 

records south side center 
41. Office section mrth side 
42. Fi le shelves, bendin;, toward south side of 

building; taken from north side 
43. Filin:, shelves looking south toward caved in 

area of roof 
44. Filing shelves looking toward caved in roof 
45. RecordS folder in south corridor 
46. Stairwell on south side 
47. Fi lint; cabinets on south east aide 
48. Fi ling cabinets on south eaat side 
49. Filing cabinets lookin:~ north from south side 
50. Fi lin:; cabinets taken from cave-in area of roof 
51. Filing shelves north central area 
52. Filing &helves and roof 
53. Fi. ling: &helves, charred paper and roof. 

On Jufy 18, 1973 the sixth :floor was examined by Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investi;;,'1ltion for physical evidence 
of the cause of the fire. Due to nearly total devastation, as 
•ell as the presence of lar~• amounts of water, and much of the 
floor be in": covered with concrete and rubble, it was not pos­
sible to niake a determination as to the caUBe of the fire. 

2 



• 
It is hoped the above described photos will asslst 

you in your inquiry into this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

ROBERT C. KUNKEL 
Special A:.ent in Char ,1,e 

3 



Poet Offiee Drawer 7251, Main Station 
St • Loui.8 , Mieaouri 

A ug•t S, 197S 

PubilC Bulldinga Service 
National Pel'9onnel Rectordll Center 
Military Branch 
9700 Page Boulevard 
It. Louill, MiaSouri 

Deal _______ _. 

b7C 

Enclosed herewith ill one copy each of S3 photo;;raphB 
taken of the tire and ita aftermath at the National Peraonnel 
Records Center, Mi 11 tary Branoh, St. Loui.8, M1Jlaour1. 

Pictures 1 through 11 were taken the mornin .. ; of July 
12, 1973 during the fire. They are identified u follau: 

1 .. Northeast corner 
2. Eaet aide 
3. Eae·t side 
4. SoU:theaet corner 
5. East side 
6. Daat Bide 
7 • .tll8t Side 
s. Southeaat corner 
9. South aide 

10. Southwest corner 
11. Northeaat corner 

Pictures 12 through 21 are aerial photoe taken the 
late morning of July 12, 1973 while the buildint~ •• still on 
:fire. These pb.otoa are self-explanatory. 

Pictures 22 throU[~h a• are photoe taken July 12. 1973 
depicting· the exterior of the buildin,: u :follows: 

Enc la.urea: 53 
).,...,- Addresse 

(,1 . - St. Louis (52-4856) 
DRS:jet 
(2) ,.\ 

' . w . 
.1~0 

' . ;.._ ... ,,/, . .._ 



ii 

I 

I 

• • 
22. Southwest corner 
23. Southeast corner 
24. Ea•t •ide 

Pictures 25 throut';h 30 11ei.•e taken about 5:30 p.m. 
on July lS, 1973 from a snorkel :fire truck and show the east 
side of the •iXth floor. 

Pictures 31 throui;·h 37 were take1• al!out 9: 30 a .r.·. 
on July 18, 1973, •bowing dan!A '::e to the roof after t he fire 
had been largely extinrru1Bhed. Tlleae pbotoa are also self­
ezpla:na tory. 

Pictures 38 throu~h 53 ahow fire dama!.:e to the sixth 
floor. They were taken on July 18, 1973. They are more 
apec1f1cally identified as follows: 

38. lli.ay in aouth corridor lookinL west 
S9. Midway in south corridor lookini.r east 
40. Caved in root and bent l!lbolves ttith charred 

recorda south s tde center 
41. Office section north side 
42. Pi le shelves t bend inf~ towarti south siJc of 

buildin:; taken from north aide 
43. Filin~ 8belves lookin;: south toward caved in 

area of roof 
44. Filin .. shelves lookin:;; toward caved in roof 
45. Records folder in south corridor 
46. Stairwell on south etde 
47. Filin~~ cabinets on south east side 
48. Filin;_~ cabinets on south east side 
49. Filin;~ cabinet• lookin·: north from south aide 
so. Filing cabinets taken from cave-in area of roof 
51. Filinb shelves north central area 
52. Filin[~· shelves and roof 
53. Fll_in'.; shelves, charred paper an.t.i r.'lo·f 

The above photos are also descr:~be<.l on pa_.e 167 an<.l 
168 of the repor-u. . .-.previoualy furnished. 

It is hoped that these photos will assi8t you in 
your inQuiry into this matter. 

very tru ll yours , 

r · i k 
ROBERT G. KUNKEL 
Spec1-l A:rent in Charr_;·e 
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Poet Office Drawer 7251, Main Station 

St. Louis, Missouri 

National Pereonnei 
Mi 11 tary Branch 
9700 Page Boulevard 
St. Louis, Miseour'i 

A U[;UBt 3' 1973 

Records Center 

Enclosed herewith is one copy each of 53 pbotot;raphe 
taken of the fire and its aftermath at the National Personnel 
Records Center, Military Branch, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Picture11 1 through 11 were taken the mornin~; of July 
12, 1973 during the fire. They are identified as follows: 

1. Northeaat corner 
2. East aide 
3. Ea•t side 
4. Southeia•t corner 
5. East side 
6. F.a&t side 
1. East aide 
B. Southeast corner 
9. South side 

10. Southwest corner 
11. Northeast corner 

Pictures 12 throug·h 21 are aerial photos taken the 
late morning of July 12, 1973 while the buildin~t, was still on 
fire. These photos are self-explanatory. 

Pictures 22 throu~;h 24 are photos taken July 12, 1973 
dep1ctinr; the exterior of the building· as fol lows: 

Encloaures: 53 
1 - Addresse 

Ii>:- St. Louis (52-4856) 
))Rs: jet 
(2) ' I \.?· 

, 'I. 

-·-/i// 
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22. Southwest corner 
23. Southeast corner 
24. East Side 

Pict urea 25 throuz~h 30 were ta lcen a l:iout 5: 30 p. rn. 
on July 13, 1973 fror:i a •norkel fire truck and show tbe east 
side of the •ixth floor. 

Picturea 31 through 37 were taken about 9:30 a .J!'I. 
on July 18, 1973 showing danage to the roof after the fire 
had been largely extinguished.. Theae photos are a 1.ao self­
esplanatory. 

Pictures 38 through S3 show fire dana ,~e to tho sixth 
floor. They were taken on July 18, 1973. Tttey are r.ore 
apecif ically identified ae tollowa: 

SB. Midway in •outb corridor lookin:_,- west 
39. Midway in south corridor lookin:_...- -t 
40. Caved iu root and bent shelves with charred 

record• south side center 
41. Off ice section north aide 
42. File shelve•, bending toward aouth aide of 

build.inr; taken frOll'l north side 
43. Filin!~ shelve• lookin;_-; south toward caved in 

area of root 
f4. Filinz shelve• lookin~ toward caved in roof 
45. Becordll folder in south corri.dor 
46. Stai~ll on south aide 
47. Filin~ cabinets on· southeast side 
48. F1lin1.f ~cabinets on southeast side 
49. Pilin~~ cabinets looking north frotr. south Bide 
50. Filini:~;,.cabinets taken fror.i cave-in area of i•oof 
51. Filin~;'. shelves north centra 1 area 
52. Filin_~ shelves and roof 
:JS. Filin'~ shelve•, charred paper and roof 

The above photos are also described on pag-e 167 and 
168 of the report previoualy furnished. 

2 
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It 18 hoped that these photoe wi 11 assist you in 

your inquiry into tbi.8 matter. 

Very truly yours, 

ROBERT G. KtJNK.t.a~ 
Special A f~-ent in Char:_~e 
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Poet Office Drawer 7251, Main Station 

St. Louis, Miaeouri 
August 3, 1973 

General Services Administration 
1500 East Bannillter Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131 

Dea~-~~~~~~~~--
Encloeed herewith ia one copy each of 53 photob-rrapbs 

taken of the fire and ite aftermath at the National Peraonnel 
Records Center, Military Branch, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Pictures l through 11 were taken the morning of July 
12, 1973 during the fire. They are identified a• follows: 

1. Northeast corner 
2. East side 
3. East side 
4. Southeast corner 
5. East side 
6. East side 
7. East side 
8., Southeast corner 
9. South side 

10. Southwest corner 
11. Northeast corner 

Pictures 12 through 21 are aerial photos taken the 
late rnorning of July 12, 1973 while the building was still on 
fire. These photos are self-explanatory. 

Pictures 22 throue;h 24 are photos taken July 12, 1973 
depict in,~ the exterior of the bui ldin?: as follOlllS: 

Enclosures: 53 
1 - Addresse 

(t'\- St. Louis 
---DRS: jet , 

(2) 

(52-4856) 
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22. Southwest corner 
23. Southeast corner 
24. East aide 

Pictures 25 through 30 were taken about 5:30 p.m. 
on July lS, 1973 from a snorkel fire truck and show the east 
•ide of the •1xth floor. 

Pictures 31 through 37 were taken about 9:30 a.m. 
on July 18, 1973 showing da1111lt{e to the root after the fire 
had been largely extinguillhed. These photae are a"lao ael:r­
explanatory. 

Pictures 38 throu;;h 53 show tire damage to the sixth 
floor. They were taken on July 18, 1973. They are more 
specifically identified as follows: 

38. Midway in south corridor looking west 
39. Midway in south corridor lookin~ east 
40. Caved in root and bent shelves with charred 

records south Bide center 
41. Office section north aide 
42. File shelves, bendinr, toward south Side of 

building taken from north side 
43. Filing; shelve• lookin'. south toward caved in 

area of root 
44. Filin~ shelve• looking toward caved in roof 
45. Records folder in aouth corridor 
46. Stairwell on south side 
47. Filinc cabinets on southeast side 
48. Fil in:.~ cabinets on southeast s i.Je 
49. Filinz cabinets lookinG north fro~ south side 
so. Filin~~ cabinets taken fr0111. cave-in area of roof 
51. Filing shelves north central area 
52. Filin.u; &helves and roof 
53. Ptling shelves, charred paper and roof 

The above photos are alao described on :Parr.Et 167 and 
168 of the report previously furnished. 

2 
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It ia hoped that these photos will assist you in 

your inquiry into this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

l 
I ~+·"1 ..., 

l 

ROB.EKI' G. KUNKEL 
Specia 1 AJ"ent in Charge 

3 



• UNITED STATES OF AMERICA • 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

August 2, 1973 

Mr. Robert G. Kunkel 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Post Office Box 7251 
St. Louis, Missouri 63177 

Dear Mr. Kunkel: 

Region 6 
1500 East Bannister Road 

Kansas City, MO 64131 

Thank you for your letter of July 31, 1973 and the enclosed 

investigative report of the fire in the St. Louis National 

Personnel Records Center. I appreciate you making this in­

formation available to me. 

Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bon 

b 7C 



F 0 - 3 50 (Rev, 7-1 6 - 5 3) • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

/ tl~es U.S. Will Wver ~ 
Recerds Fire Expense .. ' 
Representative J a m e s W. cl(pected to cost $13,000,000. 

Symineton (Dem.), Clayton, Is lf his legislation had been on 

pressing efforts in two dlrec- the books at the time or the 
tlo~ toward compenaatin11 the partments coukl have applied 

11 mcµ-opolltan area fire de- Protection Assistance Adminis­
partmenta that f'eaponded to the tr&tlon for compe11sation. 
fire Jut month at the Mllltary Colcernlng the lire Itself, 

Personnel Records Center, 11700 Symington said tile Feder a I 

Page Boulevard, Overland. Govemment "coulo have a·nd 

At a pr8ss conference today, ihiluld have done much more to 

Syml11Jton 11.aid officials of the prwent tne tracedy. 
Gener:al . Servicea Admlnlstra- "I am quite concerned ttiat 

tloa, which operates· the buitd- this Ore could ha-ve been pre­

iq and Is in charge of the mil- vented and that other federal 
110111 of penoanel rcords eon- buildings m l g h t be similarly 

ta!Md ·.there, "were receptive to lacking in effective f.lre preven­

tJie idea of reimbursement and tive equipment." He said be 

are awaiting only the General had s1181ested the fire as "ao 
AccoUntiq Office's determina- appropriate subject or interest" 

tton of their legal authority to to be investigated by the House 

do IO." government activities subcom-
Jf cilrect· compensation is ·not mittee, headed by •Representa­

p o a a I b J e, Symmaton said he tive Jack Brooks (i0em.), Tex­

wuJd Introduce leglalatlon this os. 
fall to provide the compensa· "I· invited ·Brooks to join me 

tioa, toaether wlth legiala~ion to · In i'equestiJli a full investiga­

prevent a 1lmllar problem in tl<>n ·by the Genuat Accounting 
ti.. future. Office into the meuures taken · 

Symlnston · said the total rom- to prevent and contain possible 

pensatiocl. amounted to $16,AM:I, fires at the Records Center and 
wfrictl coven $15,578 for supple- the f i r e protection practices 

m e n t a I manpower expenses, e m p -I o y e o ftationally by ttle 
$14112 for fuel and $86S3 in lost General Se.rvices Admkllstra- . 

« damqed equipment. tlCln. I think a complete review 
1

1 

the fire broke out July 12 in by t h e independent, con.gres- . 

:be two-block long building and sionally controlled General Ac- ! 

burned out of .control for two countloa Office Is required. 
aay1. The aieatelt damqe was ' 'Th e General Services M­

m the slxtfl floor, although oth- ministration rea·lonal office In 

er 1!00111 suffered water dam- ords Center for a lire protec­

age. tion a'W9rd at the lime it w-as 
Abo 11 t 39,800,GOO k'my l'ec- burnir.g. Al;parently, the GSA 

ords from 1812 through 1~ and felt the fire ptotectlon practices 

World War fl were destroyed. there were highly commena,a-J 
Rel"Y'et!oo JI the building is bl.e," Symington said. 

• 

{Ind i cute po ge, n a me of 

n e wspaper, c ity and s tate . ) 

P7, St . Louis Post­
--nlspatch, St. Louis, 
Missouri" 

Date; 8/6/73 
Edit ion: 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 

Chara cte r : 

o r 

C l assifi c a tio n : 52-4856 
Submlttlnq O f/ice: SL 

·~-' --: 
j i ~ ~ ... ~-·-· -· -.! 
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• 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA • 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION !)-~-4t'5fo" 

August 7, 1973 

Mr. Robert G. Kunkel 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Post Office Drawer 7251 
Main Station 
St. Louis, MO 

Dear Mr. Kunkel, 

Region 6 
1500 East Bannister Road 

Kansas City, MO 64131 

Thank you for thinking of us and for sending the 53 photographs 

taken of the fire at the MPRC Building, St. Louis. 

We appreciate having these for our files. 

Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Im~-----.. 
·--'........_ 

b7C 



• • MEMORANDUM FOR REOORD 

Following is my understanding of NPRC(MPR) policies with regard to liaison 
offices and tenant activ~ties, including RCPAC. 

1. Personnel of the Liaison Offices and Tenant Activities (including RCPAC) 
•ay NOT enter GSA file area. GSA will perfona all searches for these offices. 

2. Until August 15, only emergency type requests will be processed for Liaison 
Offices and Tenant Activities. After that date, routine inquiries will be 
accepted. 

l
3. Liaison Offices and Tenant Act~yities may aoye b&ek intg their office• 
provided they get a clearance from) I Such moves 
will be with the understanding that they are TEllPORARY pending further space 
determinations, and also with the understanding that electrical outlets and 
telephones may not be available for some time. 

4. At this time, there will be no loans of records outside the building, 
except for RCPAC at the GEM store. RCPAC will pick up and return records. (If 
arrangements are worked out for C:SC agents to work at CPR, records may be 
transported by NPRC to that location.) 

b7 C 
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AIRTEL 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

• • 
8/10/73 

AIRMAIL 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P 

MAJOR FIRE 
NATIONAL PERSONNEL - MILITARY BRANCH 
(NPRC-M}, 
7/12/73, 
DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY -
J?OSSIBLE ARSON 
00: ST. LOUIS 

Re SL airtel to Bureau 8/1/73. 

For information of the Bureau, segments of the 
fiecords Center Building, the sixth floor of which is under­
going demolition, are scheduled tor final safety inspection 
the week of 8/20/73. If no serious safety factors are 
uncovered, portions of the building will become available 
for use. 

At this time limited record keeping operations 
are being carried on in the dafeteria building, largely to 
meet heavy correspondence from persons malcing inquiries 
regarding their own military records and which were stim­
ulated by news of the fire. 

Access to remaining records is still frozen for 
tenant agencies, and access to large sections of each floor 
beneath demolition operations will be prohibited for some 
time to anyone at all. 

2 - Bureau 
. 2 - St • Lou is 
··nns/jmg 
(4) 

•.· . 
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SL 52-4856 

Regarding information previously furnished the 
Bureau relating to use of the Veterans Administration 
Automatic Data Processing .facility at Austin, Tex.as, 
further investigation intc the matter reflects that data 
available there is severely limited, and wotild not serve 
the Bureau's purpose in making record checks. In oruer 
to query the VA computer, name, rank, serial nlllnber, 
date of birth, and place of birth is required. 'l'he com­
puter response will merely verify this information, plus 
.furnish a "Cu number. The "C" number in no way indicates 
that a VA claim has been made or that there is a VA record 
in existence somewhere else. Information as to whether a 
VA claim had been made, and in what region would also be 
necessary for any use to be made of this inforraation. 
Because of the very small number of cases in which a record 
might be located through this means during any given10C>nth, 
it is not felt the use of the VA's Autol:latic Data Processin~ 
is feasible tor Bureau purposes, and it is recommended that 
no further action be taken regarding its use. 

2 



• • U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

. . . 

August 10, 1973-

Mr. Robert G. ltunkel 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Depar~ent of Justice 
Post Office Dl'awer 7251, Main Station 
St .• Louis, Missouri 33177 

Dear Mr. , luakel: 

N.tianal au .... u af Standards 
Washington, O.C. 20234 

Thank yo~ for your letter of . August 3, 197~ and the enclosed 
pbOt(Jgra;hs of the Itational Pers~zme,J..ttee•rl• Center in St. Louis, 
Missouri• Yo:ur · ~petatiou in sending ue these photo.&raphs is 
very -..c~ •PPreciated and ••eia.~s us in dtir structw:al evaluation 
of the ~col.'de Cmter building. They were especially significant 
in helpi~ us determine when the .roof structure began to collapse. 

We .. a~e t··J§ ... •th• e ·' ·P. r•·c· ,•••.;. o .. t c~il~ .•'11 ~ormation and photographs 
Oil tbe • · tlm'e and reports wi,11 be pi:epared in the near future. 
I a eur · ·$lat these ~eports can be •de available to you if they 
~uld bel of ue in any further · invee.tiption by your office. 

. i 

~·y* · ~i,il.for your assistance . iJl ·~s matter • 
. . I . 

.,..,... "ii.ii:·:""'' 'r&l Building Technoloay 
-.idtng Technology 

·'· -" - -~~~·~.w.~-.......... ....... ...:...... .•.•. .:... _._ ..... ...t.. 

b7C 
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AUG 9 1973 

lloaorula Dntcl o. CooU ' 
Deputy Aaeutat s.cretUJ' of Daf eu• 
for Acbdl\i•tration 
Dapartll8Rt of Def ....e 
Vuhiziaton, D. C. 20301 

Dur Hr. Cook.a 

• 

M.J purpoa• 1A WliUAa i• twofold-lint, I vat to thmk :rou for 
cu &eoerowt cooperation •xt•cled to the lfatioul Arcbiftll mad ..... 
S.mca duriq th• ncant f:lr• at: ov Wationa1 renoual la~rda Cla­
ter in St. Lou. Secondly, t vent to ai• 7011 a id.et •tatu.a report 
oa our proana• to l'Qtor• ••nicea. 

Your •••aa• (1121491 July 1973) to the Sacretart .. of th• NtU.cary · 
Departaaata, ••t at our requut. adv11ed thea to hold all mquid .. 
-' traufera of recorda to St. Lout.a until further notice. 

l • pl•••d to inform you that we vill re•UM U.t.tecl referaca ••n­
iu Oil Aupat lJ, 197J. Therefore. th• Military Depart111811ta •1 for­
ward 11Mlu.td. .. to St. t.ouia ezcept for thoa• tnquiriu relatiD1 to 
An.1 paraou.1 41.•charged duriua 1912 thl'Ough 1959, an.cl ilr Jorc:a par­
aoimel, vho•• •Uma1M8 begin v1th letter• I throll&h z, di•eharpd 4ur1Dt 
1147 t!arou&h 1963. We will adviee you U.ter when we vJ.11 be ncq to 
¥U\Wl9 ••nice on tho•• record.. We will alao 'l'U\llY acca1•ionia1 p•i­
•OAl\&l act •ilcal. reeorda of ••paratad a:llitaqr penonnel 011 October 151 

1973. 

1 will appnd.at• your Wond.111 the Military Dep•rt11aa.•11>t 011r na...­
tioa of J.U1tecl ••nice. We vill keep you aclfl.eed of u7 ftat11n aw1op-
911Dta that will affect tbe varioua aerYic ... 

,.. .•• llOADS 
'*'1dat of che uatte41 ltat• 

OCb.dal flles»C / 
te ' 'filesHC 

• ..• . if ~t1~ 
•·••t-!1-73, ,. uD •, ..... : pLI'. . . 

' . rt.t:r 
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AIHTEL 

TO 

FROM 

. . 

. . 
SUBJECT: 

• 
8/23/73 

AIR MAIL 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (66-2315) 

MILITARY RECORD CHECKS 
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS 
CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M) 

Re Bureau teletype to all offices dated 7/12/73, 
captioned "MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -
MILITARY (NPRC-M), 7/12/73. DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPEHTY -
POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS". 

Referenced teletype notified all field offices cb7C 
the discontinuance of military record checks due to the Recoras 
Center fire and instructed St. Louis to advise all offices when 
the record checks could be resumed. 

lthe National 
Personnel Re~c-o_r_d~s--c~e-n~t~e-r---~M~1~1 ..... 1t~a--r-y-,--~·7~u~u--Pa--g_e __ BO_....ulevard, 
St. Louis, advised that records not destroyed in the fire or 
through water damage are available for review and that requests 
from the FBI will be accepted for processing. This means that 
military records for the various services will again be available 
for review except those records relating to Army personnel dis­
charged during 1912 through 1959, and Air Force personnel, whose 
surnames begin with letters I through Z, discharged during 1947 
through 1963. These were the records located on the sixth floor 
at the Records Center destroyed by the fire and include records 
from World \far I, World War II, Post World War, and Air J<'orce as 
indicated above. Some 20 million military records are included in 
this category. 

2- Bureau (Enc. 1) 
2- St. Louis (1- 66-2315) 

(1- 52-4856) 

CJD:lhc 
(4) 

,· I 
~/ ) 
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.. • 
SL 66-2315 

Since it is recognized that requests will be made 
by field offices which may involve records falling within 
the above category because the field off ice making the 
request may only have a name and a military serial number, 
it is recollllllended that the field offices not attempt to make 
a determination as to whether or not the request falls within 
the exception category, bur rather to have St. Louis make that 
determination. Then there would be no restriction placed 
on the field in the submission of military record review 
requests. 

If, after making the proper check here and it is 
determined that the particular record sought for review 
was one of those destroyed and in the exception category, 
that particular request will be returned by St. Louis to the 
requesting office with the notation, "Military record destroyed 
by fire." This would serve as a flag to preclude any future 
request being made for a review of that particular military 
file. This would differ from a request being returned to 
the requesting office with a negative notation indicating 
that the military record could not be located based on the 
information available. This moans that a file probably does 
exist but could not be located based on the a.mount of informa­
tion furnished and a follow-up request could be made if more 
identifying data is developed. By having the "Military record 
destroyed by fire" notation, follow-up requests would at least 
be eliminated. 

A point that should be brought to the Bureau's attention 
is the fact that new security procedures have been placed into 
effect by the Records Center management as a result of the 
fire. Hereafter, no non-national archives or non-record service 
personnel will be permitted in the file areas or permitted to 
conduct military record searches. This means that once our 
requests are made for military records, we will have to wait 
until Records Center personnel search~ locate, and make the 
records available for review. Sole dependence on their 
personnel will make meeting deadlines difficult since it can 
take up to at least two weeks in some instances for them to 
locate records requested by us if the records are out of 
jacket or cannot be readily located for other reasons. 

-2-
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SL 66-2315 

We will, however, make every effort once the records are 
in our possession to expedite the reviews. The Bureau's 
consideration in this regard will most certainly be 
appreciated. 

In accordance with the Bureau's instructions, St. Louis 
will direct a communication to all field offices advising 
that submission of requests to St. Louis for review of 
military records can be resumed in accordance with procedures 
that were in effect prior to the fire. 

Enclosed for the aireau is a copy of the communication 
to be sent to all offices and unless advised otherwise by 
the Bureau by 8/28/73, St. Louis will advise all offices. 

-3-
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AIRTEL 

TO 

FROM . . 

• 

DIRECTOR, FBI 
AND ALL OFFICES 

AIU MAIL 

SAC, ST. U>UIS (66-2315) 

SUBJECT: MILITARY RECORD CHECKS 
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS 
CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M) 

• 
8/28/73 

Re Bureau teletype to all offices dated 7/12/73, 
captioned "MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECOIWS CENTER -
MILITARY (NPRC-M), 7/12/73. DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY -
POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS91

• 

This is to advise all offices that effective upon 
receipt of this communication, each field office can resume 
submitting requests to St. Louis for checks of military records 
at the National Personnel Records Center - Military (NPRC-M). 
Requests should continue to be submitted as in the past and 
in accordance with procedures that were in effect prior to the 
fire at the Hecords Center. 

For the information of all offices, military records 
approximating some 20 million were destroyed by fire and water 
damage. Military records relating to Army personnel discharged 
during 1912 through 1959 (World War I, World war II, and Post 
World War) and Air Force personnel whose surnames begin with 
letters I through L:, discharged during 1947 through 1963, are 
involved. Therefore, should a request be returned by St. Louis 
to the requesting office with the notation ''Military record 
destroyed by fire", a follow-up request should not be made at 

2- Bureau 
1- Each Office 
2- St. Louis (1- 66-2315) 

fl- 52-4856) 

CJD:lhc 
(6a) 
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SL 66-2315 

some future date concerning that particular record because 
there would be no file in existence. This will differ 
from a request returned with a negative notation indicating 
that a file could not be located based on information furnished. 
This shows that a file probably does exist but could not be 
located based on the amount of information available and 
in this situation a follow-up request could be made at some 
future date should additional identifying data be developed. 
By handling requests in this manner, follow-up requests 
involving records destroyed by the fire will be eliminated. 

-2-
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- -" fo Cl"lll) fGl-11.• • • 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-~856) DATE! 9/6/73 

FR.OM '?i,,y SAC, KANSAS CITY (52-5990) p 
l)")-1 

SUBJECT: MAJOR·FIRE 
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -
MILITARY CNPRC - M), 7/12/73 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
CGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 

00: ST. LOUIS 

Re Kansas City airtel to St. Louis, 7/16/73. 

-----All a12 and ao113 ,r I 
JMiasoU!'i, telep~Ofie I I Hployed a 4 

~=========itraa~~tC""'KCMO - TV, telephone 531-6789, advised she has no 
further l.nforu.tion in this matter and the unknown male did 
not call again on 8/1/73, as he promised during his telephone 
call which waa received on 7/16/73. 

All Agents of the Kansas City Office have been b 7C 
advise<). of this matter. To date, no information has been 
provided by logical sources and infol'Jllants of the Kansas City 
Office. 

~·.Louis 
2 - K*8aa City 
WSP:rd 
(Ii•) 

... ··- -· - ·· :.~. - .:,;,,.:,;. .~.· .·· - --- -- ' ·-



• 
9/18/73 

AIRTEL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FR~: SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) (C) 

SUBJECT: MAJ<E FIRE, 
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS 
CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-ll) 
7/12/73 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
DGP - Pa3S IBLE ARSON 

Re SL airtels to Bureau dated 8/23 and 8/28/73, 
entitled "MILITARY RECORD CHECKS, NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
RECORDS CQTEB - MILITARY (NPRC-M) " and SL report of SA I ldated 113011a. 

For the information of the Bureau, the J. s. 

b7C 

Alberici Construction Company (which bas the prime contract 
for demolition operations at the Record Center) has completely 
cleared the area in which the fire was believed to have 
started. No evidence has been developed to indicate that the 
fire was caused by arson; and, in fact, no cause whatsoever 
has been determined for the fire. 

a-,- Bureau 

\ 

V(t)- st. Louis 
, · DRS :klat 

' ' (3) 
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SL 52-4856 

Various contacta on a local bauais with the 
Center's Safety Office, the PUblic Building Service, 
tbe Hational Archives and Records Bervjc e, the Pederal 
Protective service, and the Regional Security Office 
of the General Serv:lc es Administration have failed to 
develop any information whatsoever that the fire was 
cauaed by arson. 

The Ad Hoc co .. tttee established to investigate 
causes for the fire, according to sources at the Record 
Center, has learned tbrough the utilization ot experts in 
investigation of fire cat111es tbat a fire of the intensity 
experienced could readily have developed in a very short 
tbae from. a nuaber of natural caueea, given the aeans of 
records storage at the Center. It bas alao been learned 
that the extent of destruction is being at least partially 
attributed to the technique used in fighting the fire. 
It bas been suggested that a lack of experience and knowledge 
on the f igbting of this kind of fire contributed substantially 
to the amount of resulting damage. 

Inaaaucb as investigation conducted since 
eublliaslon of the referenced report contains no significant 
lnfol"llation as to the cause of the fire and since no 
evidence wbataoever has been developed to indicate that the 
fire wae caused by arson, no further investigation is being 
conducted at St. Louis and the case is considered closed. 

Should information develop which bears on the cause 
of the fire, it will be illlllediately brought to the Bureau's 
attention. 

2 



- · 'W ::w=a 

I[;;..:> ()) I Rf :.0, I I -27- 70 ; • I 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D o te o t t. an >Ui pr,o n _7~/_1_8_/~7_J __ 

Missouri, was contacted by SAi .t his residence, 
concerning the fire that occurred at the National Personnel 
Records Center-Military (NPRC-M) on July 11, 1973, and _____ I furnished the following information: 

...-~~~----~~~.-.-...iised that he has been employed as a GS-4 
at the record center since October, 1971, 

~~""'T=-~~:":"'lll!"""":~~~s"""'lll!as been working on special projects. 
his work is primarily located on the first b 7C 

an second floors of the record center but he had previously wo;Jre: ;P the sixth floor. During the evening of July 11, 1973, I ~orked entirely on the first and second floors and 
on ye t these floors to proceed to the fifth floor snack bar 
at approximately 8:00 P.M. After a short break he returned 
·~:~n :o his work area on the first and second floor. I ~dvised he knew of no one that he had come in contact 
w a tbe center who would be desirous or capable of burning 
the record center, and on the evening of July~, he 
said he noticed nothing out of the ordinary. first 
became aware of the fire at approximately 12: .M., July 12, 
1973, when he went to the first floor of the record center 
to sign out for the evening. At that time be saw fire trucks 
and firemen arriving at the building. He went outside, 
and observed flames coming from the southeast corner of the 
building near the windows. I haid at that time, 
approximately 12:35 A.M., the flames were confined ~a the 
southeast corner area. At approximately 12:40 A.M.j I 
left the center and returned to his residence. The following 
information was obtained from interview and observation: 

Name 
Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Marital Status 
Height 
Weight 

5tgn 
155 

7/16/73 St. Louis, Missouri lnlerviewed on _________ at ___________ ___ _ File # 

------....-..4.!) 
SL 52-485~ /.S~ 

7/18/73 SA I l:ck by _ __ ... _______ .._ ____________ Dote di<to ted _____ ~----

This d o cument contains neither re co mmenda t ions no r co nc. l u s ion ~ o f the F8 1. It is the p ro pe1t y of the FBI an d ~s lo aned to y o u r a gency; 

it ond its contents ore no l to be distribute d o uJ$id e yO u f a gency. 



SL 52-4856 

Residence 

Telephone Humber 

2 

• 

M1ssguri 

I I 
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c D 30 / •. RI V I i 27 70 1 • • FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 

Do<• ol lron , crip<io n 7 /18/73 

Missouri, was con ac e a 
residence concerning the fire, w occ ed at the 
National Personnel Records Center-Military (NPRC-M) on the 
evening of July 11, 1973, and furnished the following 
information : 

lladvised be has beet llllDl:v:: •t the record 
center si~e, 1972, as a GS-1 I His normal 
working hours are 4:00 to 12:00 A •• , an s areas of 
responsibility at the center are the fourth and fifth floors. 

On the evening of July 11, 1973,I lworked entirely 
o. n the fourth and fi~or and did not have occasion to go 
to the sixth floor. said be knew of no one he had 
come in contact with a e record center who would be 
desirous and capable of destroying the building. He said he 
first became aware of the fire at approximately 12 :15 A • .M., 
when he went to the second flo~~ ;f th~ ~yild~= :a si:n out 
for the evening. At that time~- _ _ ___ -J told 
him there was a fire in the bu a ng. en deci e 
to go take a look at the fire and left t e second floor 
via the stairwell,and climbed to the sixth floor. This 
particular stairwell,I lsaid, was the one nearest the b7 C 
main entrance desk on the westend of the building. Upon 
arriving on the sixth floor,r-----lobserved smoke coming out 
of the sixth fl°f:

11
~r~ and~gly flowing into a nearby 

elevator shaft. pened a door in the hallwf'y which leads 
to the file sect the sixth floor in the southwest corner 
of the building. He walked over to the south side of the 
building where the windows are located and said that the 
west one-third of the building on the sixth floor in the file 
section was not on fire and was relatively clear of smoke. 
However, as he looked toward the east end of the building 
and began walking in this direction, he ran into a solid 
wall of heavy dense, grayish-black smoke. He estimated 
that this covered tbe other two-thirds of the floor. At that 
time he left the file area and entered into the hallway; and 
tried to close a few doors that were opened to the file section. 

lnte r Yiewed on 7/17/73 a t St• Louis, Missouri Fole it 
~~~--~~-~ -~~----~-~-~~~ 

sr.. s2-4s5a -/ss 

7/18/73 SAi ~~S 
bv~~---'·--------------..._----~---~ D a1e d 1c l o te d _ _______ _ _ 

This d o cument conlain'S neithe r r e commend (1fio n s nor co nclus io ns o f the F BI. his the prop~ rty o l the FBI a nd is ~ooned 'o y o vr ag t! n cy; 

II an d ils conle nts ore no l l o be dis1 r ibured o uhide y o -. r agenc y. 
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He then left the sixth floor via the stairway be had come 
up and proceeded to the second floor, where he exited the 
building. He stayed outside the buildingspproximately 
fi• minutes and left for his resi. dence. recalled that 
on the sixth floor some lights were on bu uld not 
tell if tbe exhaust fans were on or off. emphasized 
on the west one-third of the sixth floor tie not observe 
any flames and the area was re la ti vely clear of smoke. Be 
said on his travels to and froa the sixth floor he did not 
observe anyone else. 

__ __.I further stated that prior to being informed 
that a fire had occurred in the building at 12:1s A.M. he 
had not observed any smoke. 

The following information was.obtained from 
observation and interview: 

Name 
Residence 
Parents Residence 

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Marital Status 
Military 
Occupation 

Missouri 
White 
Kale 

Single 
Veteran - U.S. Coast Guard 
Student - Meramec Junior College, 
majoring in general courses 

Height 6 feet 
Weight 180 
Hair Brown 
Eyes erOPD 

Telephone Number ~'-----
__ __.lsaid he had been mtified to report for work 

at the New Federal Building in St. Louis on the 4:00 to 12:00 
shift beginning July 17, 1973. 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Doi• of lrons u ;p!;on 7 /20/73 

I luissouri 
Fire District, 11720 Olive Boulevard, furnished the following 
information: 

Personnel and equipment including a snorkel fire 
truck were called to the National Personnel Records Center -
Military (NPRC-M), 9700 Page Boulevard, Overland, Missouri, on 
July 12, 1973, at approximately 1:34 A.M. in order to help fight 
a fire that had broken out in the center. He arrived on the 
scene at approximately 2:24 A.M., July 12, 1973, and became 
involved in setting up the equipment for the fighting of the fire. 

At approximately 3:45 A.M., he received a report that 
smoke was coming out of the windows on the east side of the record b "7 C 
center building and walked from the south side to the east side 
to the vicinity of the east entrance. Observed were two guards 
from ~be record center wearing blue uniforms. Both were standing 
approximately 50 feet from the east door and engaged in conversation 
with each other. 

One of the guards was a light complected Negro, approx­
iaatel y 6' 2'' to 6' 3" tall, wit b a well trimmed mustache and 
probably in his upper 50' s. The second guard was a dark 
coaplected Negro approxiQ5'10" tall, possibly in his 
earl y 40s. According to the first guard may have been a 
Sergeant as he possibly a s ripes on the ann of his uniform 
and possibly a gold stripe on his cap. This guard also seeaed 
to be the second guard's superior. 

The conversation the guards were engaged in concerned 
two individuals who entered the east door of the center at about 
11:45 A.M., July 11, 1973, just prior to the fire being discovered. 
The taller guard asked if they were emplo)e es. This other guard, 
the shorter of the two, replied that the center was hiring a lot 
of college kids and thought that the two individuals who entered 
the building might have been part o:f this group. There was talk 
about the guards entering the building but not locating these 
individuals. There was also talk about the guards.~ither radioing 
for or going for help in an attempt to locate the two individuals. 

lnte <" vlewed on_7_/_1_8_/_7_3 ______ ,o i Creve Coeur, JUssour~ __ F1le # SL 52-4856 -/$"fl 

7/19/73 
-------- Date dic.loted __ ~--------

Th is document con loin s neither recomme n d a tion~ n o r conc lu s ions of rhe FBL 11 i ~ th€ p foperl y o f Hie FBI o nd is loa ned to your o genc: y; 

it ond ih con,enl s o r e n o t to b e d istr ibuted o uts. ide y o u r· agency. 
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There was also talk about one of the guards discovering the 
fire about 12:20 or 12:30 A.M., July 12, 197J. 

--~~-'advised that be did not fully hear all 
parts of the conversation between the two guards but that he 
reported the conversation best he could recall. 

r-----1 in addition, advised that fire equipaen~ 
had not be~ught to the east side of the building until 
about 8:00 or 8:30 A.M., July 12, 1973, when it was felt 
that the fire was spreading to that area. At tne time the 
equipaent was brought, the east doors on the ground floor 
were open. He did not know if they were open earlier when he 
haa overheard the guards speaking. 

--~~~'furnished a copy of his report dated July 16, 
1973, regarding the military personnel records center. 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote 0 1 tronscr .p••on_7_/_2_7_/_7_3 __ _ 

---------------~----------~------~~~~~ 

Interviewed on 7 /17 /73 01_-"0v~e=r'-"l=a=n=d~,<--=K=o'-" • ..___ ____ F11e , SL 52-4856 -/$? 

by _ ____..BA-==---... 1 _______ _.~IDI t\~ Dale dic>ot1> d 7 /23/73 

Hiis d o cument contains neither recomme n dations no r co nd us1ons ot the FBI. 11 is the properly of the FBI ond is loaned to yovr agency; 

it ond its contents o r e not 'o be d istribv!E!d o utside yovr og e ncy, 



TO 

~l'ORIWl..0.10 
MAY I• _.,-.CIN 
GSA HMll (a ~) 101-!IA • . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
: SAC, ST. LOUIS ( 52-4856) 

• 
DATE: 10/5/73 

fly 
PR.OM ~' KANSAS CITY (52-5990) RUC 

SUBJECT: MAJOR FIRE, 
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER 
--MILITARY (NPRC-M), 7/12/73, 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 
CGP--POSSIBLE ARSON 
00 SL 

Re Kansas City letter to St. Louis, 9/6/73. 

No information has been provided by logical 
sources and informants of the Kansas City Office. 

@st. Louis 
1 Kansas 
WSPrSCS 
(3) 
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NR009 SL PLAIN 

p"' N Ir EL 1 0- 1 2-7 3 WR r l 
TO DIRECTOR 

FROM sr. LOUIS <52-4856) 
, . 

t\t\JOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONELL RECORDS CENTER • MILITARY <MPRC- M), ~.-

D~STRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON, ooi 
7/12/73. 

ST. LOUIS! g: 
~ 
f~: 

._ _________ IN1M, ooa .. l ____ IPoB SLl'tO, s•11·, 224 

LBS. FURNI9f£D SIGNED STATE~ENT 10/12 INSTANT; IN VHICH HE ADMITTED 

SMOKING A CIGARETTE AND CARELESSLY DISGARDING ~ATCH ON 6TH FLOOR Or 

ii~-
r-:.;:· 
~~ 
~ 
Ir 
I 

Nf'RC-1'1 11 i00 PM 7 /11 /73. AREA RErERRED TO IS PRECISE AREA WHERE 

FIRE FIRST DISCOVERED AND IS AREA WHERE SMOKING AND POSS~SION Or 

MAJOR i : 
ez .. 
fi,: 

b7C _.-MATCHES EXPllESSLY FORBIDDEN. & :-' 

ltNOICATED HE WAS NOT CERTAIN VHERE MATCH FELL AND THAT HE ~ ---- ~· 
LATER INSERTED HOT END OF CIGARETTE BUTT IN BOLT HOLE ON FILE SHELVES 

BRFAKING OFF ~AJORITY O~ LIT END IN THE HOLE AND WIPING RFMA!MING HOT 

SPARKS ON SIDE oF FILE SHELVING. I lrHEN RETURNED ro voRK AR~A 
WHERE KE REMAIHED UNTIL 12:10 AM. HE THEN PROCEEDED TO SIBN OUT AREA 

To ao HOME. I lsAID As HE PROCEEDED To THE CORRIDER HE SMELLED 

SPOK£ AND AS HE LEFT BUILDING OBSERVED FIRE ENGINES ARRIVING. -,---,~ 
STATED HE IMMEDIATELY FELT HIS CIGARETTE AND MATCH HAD CAUSED F"IRE, BUT;. 

WAS AFRAID TO 

EID PASE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

SL 52-4856 
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F B \ ·. 

Qate: 

(Type in plrlin.tex~ or co d«! 

FACTS PRESENTED USA EDM, SLMO WHO INDICATFD THAT 

3'.#~~. 

-·-- ~­·. - ·~ 

\ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

·~~ ~ ;: i~ : ,_ _______________________________________________ == 

- "-- USA REQUESTED ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION TO INCLUDE INTERVIEW OF 

PERSONS' lffAD TOLD HE SET FIRE AND MEDICAL AND SCHOOL RECORDS. 

F"OR INFORMATION BUREAU 

~-.;. 

- --~.-
;~ - :~ 

INVESTIGATION CONTINU!ffG. 

J 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

_: ! +..: ' / c: $ TI (, .<\ ·;:- L V r::: PER! 1) D 

10/17/73 7/13/73 - 10/lG/73 
~ E ,:, Cl ·-;: r •-.-1 I\ ~:- ~~ ,-.: v 

dls tlTLE OT:::::. NAT=~~( ~A-I _____ ..... I 
. - -- ·--.. ·"--

PERSONNEL RECORDS CE!rfER -
MILITARY (NPRC-M) 
JULY 12, 1973 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

Title •rked changed to include identity oi 
subject. 

REFERENCES: st. Louis report of sAI 
7/30/73; --~~~~~~~ ..... 
st. Louis teletfpe to Bureau, 10/12/73. 

ADMINISTKATl!i: 

of I n July 13, 1973, which was 
111•-t:::u: 1\"iod axbJlded to include interview 

previously repor :;,t which is of great significan~e to 
current investigation. 

,2<NONE ACCOMPu., ; ,,,.l::N IS CLAIMED 
·--·· ··-- '~~ .:. s 1. i~. : . : .. ~ ~: f:._ : .• 

b7C 

C C: !'J VI (: . r uG . 
. ,.. ·-··-

'. ~-«' ~;_ C 0 ·1 E ;-~ I ! ~ .':i 

. ACQUIT­
TALS 

!:.['~ l". '._-,•.-:: · :~.+-:C"l!:. Y E. A. H ~~=...! y r~ s ~~...:o 

AP P ~O V ~:: U 

C0~'> ,£5 M A D E: : 

.. .... ·2;1· ~~----, -51'1 '. '";.~.'~, ;,·,~,~- ' '' 
tJ / ·Ji '""" 

2 - Bureau ( / 
1 - USA, St. Louis (Enc. 1) 
2 - GSA, Regional Office 

Kansas City 
2 - st. Louis (52-4856) 

.. 
Dissemination Record of A!tochcd Rcpo•• 

-·· •· . -·- .. -··· -·· .. --
' 

-j --
n~~ ! 

COVER PAGE 

. r- .-.; r··i . ; :,; P !-~5 r::·•. ; 1 10N · 

(; ':· ! .''. '.-·~_.-,-..,', ,. I·" S r . , , , 'V°" 
., 'f G.5 i..~ N C 

DO NOT WR1T E n~ SP ~CES BELOW 
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LEADS 

ST~ LOUIS DIVISION 

AT ST. LQ.UISL MISSOURI 

Will follow for prosecutive act io:n. 

Wi)~l-.-a~rwr~a~n~g~e..._f~o~r~l.,._ ________ ~I to identity 

photograph 01 .. ______ _.l 

- B* -
COVER PAGE 

.• 

b7C 



Copy to 

R~pott of 

Date: 

Chara(tcr: 

Sy nopsis : 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FTOFR/ll BURE1\U OF f~<VE'3TiGATION 

l - u. 8. Attorae1 1 St. l.A»Ula (Inc. l) 
2 - a..erat 88rYtce11 Attaia1atrat1on, 

&a- ct.tr -.Ctaaal otttco 

KU'06 JllD, JUTJORAL 
PD80llllXL UCORl8 CD"RR _, 
XIJ~IT_IJtY (llPBC-\0 
JVJ~Y 12, 1'73 

Offic~ 

Bureau r i1~ ~ 

.m-. lOOIS 

DmRUCl'lOlf OF _,VDlftflft Plt!JPD'lt - ~IW..1 M.!SJJ~ 

- p ... 

~j\11; 

W UJTJI) ~'fAT17;. _p~'s WJJ,CJ?: 
W.Claiaed :!_tor the U S AS;tor.yt~ GM copy 'Jf 

Sl. Louis J"9P0rt o! s . .i _I _______ }'A ~ 7/30/?3. 

T l1·.-: •. _ + i 1o1~·11 : ·~ + '. , ·11:-;1; • -1'h--1~ 1 ··· ·1111:1(·1~·l:-·1· :- 11·.1>. + ,. .,.·i'-.._ •:+ -- · 1 1~·!·"Hl !: ·,· J.:· >i··; " ~-- 1 , t·1:t i: ; i ,-: , , .. 1 ,
1 

:+~·_r·;i .. i:il·,o- , ._,
1
;'. (: i ·.:·, 

• ': f : 1 • -.1 1 " L · · 1 ~ ; ·, 1 1 ~ l -i. 1 ·, . , 1 ., . t t - , ; · •, , . • • ·11 r 11 1'.1.-n · 

b7c: 
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Missouri, was intcn-iewed. 
a i.gned sta tGtMnt · 

}fo rurnisbt'>{i the 

; ,_-;-, 

"8t.. iA>U i." t *>­
' }Ct()l:J.e)• t2, H)73 

..._ ____ __.I aa.ke tbfJ i·~tl lo•tZtr,: vnhtn--

.,l.llL.t::.::....S.lltalMiti:l.1....t.2..,JSAs I I and 
whri bi?e toont t ,r 1.a t~-

.. a_e_\1-'ef! ______ ..,... ts r>t tbc Y!ll .. 

Spec ia 1 adv t.s.d me 
that be t{) ta ~ :€ire ln the 
r.cords center laat JUly, and warned ~ o! ~Y 
rights. I h'1ve waived t~ as shown :>n 2 

(ttt?cuted wnrnlng and waiver fo:r~. 

'~ltl July 11. lWl!i, r WWI worktnc a:t the 
Jl& t tonal t't!.l"!ltt'lstne l }:,.ee->rds C:.."'ent Qr ~ Ml l i tar J 
Srenc-h, 1'700 T>tage, oo ay ass 1.£ned jub c l&an i 11G 
tfle eccJtlat ,_t.\"S betwoeo the flrst and the stxtt\ 
f l(),()r at too Nati!MIA l Ji'lfH'&.,tuut 1 Heeords 
Ce1:1ter - ':Ii l t.tary Ilnlnch. I vor~ a loae 
tor most o.f that nigbt oo tn4-' ·1 :00 p.a. tn 
12:30 a .. 1'.l. shift. At about 1J ~oo p.•. • I 
had ~rly f ini..sbed _, work, wh@n l wont ta 
ttM! •lxth !loor to.r a smotw. r bad ta.ken a 
eig-arette f~ haN, and plac-M tt loose hk 
llY'9ll'trt pMJtst.. T bad als5 ~ht atiJng n 

--7071~ -

19/17/?3 

-~LI -..1r-----.........., sx_I ___ ___.rdls Iv/17/73 

• I • I 

2 

------ ------~ ---------
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book of satehes. The file a.relit. o~ tht'i' •i~th 
floor, near tbe middle o·:r U1e building was 
dark, atld no orut else W&s tllere.. I felt it 
was g good pl.ace to Sl'!o.k.e without being det<a-ct ... 
ed. I was at the end CJ! tbe fi.!os near t;he 
south end of the building,. 1 f.:•ar.i 't l'ecaJ "I Um 
exact colUAn nU11ber, but it was somewhere in: 
the 11iddle o1 tbe balldlng,. mt>re to the weat. 
than to east. t aoked •Y ·ciga.rett~ p1·~tt ;.F 
far, and I then d~idad to roturn tu ay 
worlc1DC station. I aaubbed •Y ct.oa-rett~ out 
mt the sid~ of a :row of f lloa.. l actually 
put tho bot end of tile cigarette iu a scn"W 
hole on wbat would be a co:raer leg ol:' b1·ace 
o:t tbe file $helves. I tblnk. l broo the hot 
ond off in the hole, and thea threw the cig&.t·ette 
butt to. the tloor. r looked dO'Wt't at the 
ctgarette butt and didn't see oo red, and l b7C 
thought it was <l.>Ut.. I then returned to tb~ 
tbird floor and startted cleaning oi; tbt: ctt-

.f
e!!f tnrs aea1n I was alone :ag:t.tn, except "'"' .. _______ ... l•bo wns wr..•rktng nearby. 

"At abciut 12~ 10 a .. m. 1 I went d-:fflu to 
tu !1.rst fl('"r, by the lobby on the east er!d. 
~l the buildtr~ to wait !of' tirw to so hoef: 
at 12:30 p.~.. Soae-other tn18t~}(l1.ai ~loyf.'e~.-,. 
'IH:re tb.el''{l too, atld we talked tm.~ awhil~. 
I tbcn slgne~ out at about 12~30 a .. n!~ nn 
.Jul$' 12~ 1973 J nnd wa:i waUti.01 up too es­
calatars wltlt~h wont turned o-ti ;~t that t lmit'<. 
I went. ta tbt.l west ent:rauce whtn•c !lY ca::· 
us park~-d, n.nd I ll'lti.c-ed fire- t.ruck$.i n'.lt­
ald.e. I s..el l.-d maok:e ag I ha<l gone down 
tbe co.rridor, and 1t oci:.~rred: to -me that 
uy~ t had ~tarted a firet that the cign.N:l'tt.r: 
•lght not b&ve h~n out. The f int thing 
I said to myse l f was ·~ria t w:t.li •Y c il'are t t e 
that I thO\lght I bad put out.,.. t was 
frigbt~ned and didn't bo--w Wbnt t~ ~it:'. s~f~ 1 
did nothing. It has been on my mind aru! 1 
have been worried about the tlre, because 
I did not intend tor it to happen. I 
dld.a't aean tor to do it on pUrpose. ! 
didn't d<3' it deltwrat.ely. 

3 



·. • 
..I told tBOllle people that l threw Natches 

iQ the fil.cs, but I ftt'! only :nu1otng nf.f at 
the aoutb. I llt just Ofte =atch .for aJ-' 
clgarette and I &book it out and threw it 
down. I d(m 't know w!l.ere it la.!'ldttd. but l 
tbi.nk it landed om the floor. 

''l have read the above tit.atement con­
• i&t tng ot this aad four other paps a.ad t t 
ls true. 

··1.11 ___ _ 
.,,1 tnetiJ& · /a/(::::" iitZl~l.al A&Gnt, FBI, St. 
/a/I ~ jspeeia1 Agent, FUI, Si.110, 

. 7 .. 1 

I J1s. desc:ribed thr-l)ugh ".:tbs+:rvati<:m and 
interview as fol owe: 

Nam.\t; 
nacoZt; 
sex: 
Date o:f bil·tb: 
Place of birth: 
Beigllt: 
'le:lgllt: 
Hair: 
Eyes: 
Comp l ~ion: 
Seal's or 1uu·u : 
ctuu·-~teristtcs: 
Patber: 
Sinter·· 

Educatton· 

Megxo 
1!.le 

I I 
St. Lm1ts 1 Mi.5sou1· l 
5•11" 
224~ ~uds 
Bl:tcf&: 
Brown 
illed i tml 

4 

b7C 
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l - 1.0/17/73 
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by_. __ ~ _____ ri. ---- b7C 

l hi ~ :: .;~c: u rn 1~f'd confCJiP ~ ne i th er fC •:oP1 1r:t:!•1do tio n s nor co n cb:.: i:) f•') o t !ht~ FB l. 1? i s th(' r· ~ · · p l · 1 ~ ·l ' ; 1 11 ·- ,·~ ~: : ··, : :1•·-J c.. I . .,•rHi d lo Yl~ •. ) ~ i:.:q •.'" r·. ::y 

i \ ~,.-..J ii ~ co r~l f:n l ~ o r e no ~ \v b e c.\ii,h 'i bv~etl ouh "id e 'J OU' 091.H'!C)'. S 
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t iae, but that they generally indicated that be, I 
was respoasible for the records cent~r fire. ... -----

______ _.lta dasci-lbed as .follows; 

b!.ie: 
sex: 
Race: 
Dnte of birth~ 
Place of btrth: 
Betsht: 
Weight~ 
Batr: 
JrT•: 
CG&llplexion ~. 
Social Security 

.Accnunt Mmbor! 

MUI& 

205 pounds 
BroWn 
Brown 
Dark 

b7 c: 
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1()/17/73 

b 7C 

... I ·~' . 

10 
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Name: 
nesidonc~: 

Race: 
Sex : 
Date of birth: 
Place': of birth~. 
Height: 
We-ight; 
H.a i.r: 
Ey<:-s : 
Comp 1 e,:. i.m~: 

i _____ _.i ~tiss(;ur i 
!'4'•1ro 

'~;-:: .... ___ l•isslslippi 

180 pounds 
Slack 
Drown 
Dartt 

ll 

b7C 
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10/U/'l.:l 

- _.,. r-w.rtlCDd .. -ahnfourt 
b7C 

til_ -- 10{17/73 

. I. · • 

12 



• 
never beard I ___ , _ko any stat.eats tol ______ _ 
about liptlng a f lles :. :~~:~bes.. Abont . a 11K>ath 
and one-l.lalf ago id aakl ___ Jrhat ha thought 
would 1l e ft() se re t .. orda 
ceater. aid he 4efini.tely t•1lt 
trytnc t~----....... ""'ua out. TM ilapresato 
clearly that be waa the one r•EJPQDSlbl& .,.o_r_· _..--e-fh~e. 

-------? .. said that wl\ile it. wa.a otton dif .r icu It to 
takel piirtoualy becauscr he t.r1ted to g9t a lot of 
atte11tloa, it iu obvi{)US tbaf ~e tef t thinp aore deeply 
thao he let on. For •zaatple, _ _ 1'<Mlld l~ueb t),ff a 
seoldlug froa a supervlaor and 1D8ke ·very "light .. oi i.t, 
'WbeD aciually be we d-.p ly trt:M.t&llod by sucll 0<.-eurl"ences 
and took tha 1M>r• serimaaly tun he 11aated it to appear. 

-----~• dnertW aa follows: 

!lace: 
Se.."t: 
Date o.f birtll; 
J!l'lAee cf birth: 
netubt: 
Weight : 
Hair: 
.Eyes· 
~al security 

ACCQUht Mw!lber: 
!i:duc• t i,·:m: 
Marital Statu•: 

-i---
.. I _____ I nts•OlJrt 

IUiite 
~lQ 

~'-~-o-.-,---Atsaourl 

13 

100 pc:runds 
BloDde 
Blue 

Rlch school; 2 setl1ft8ters collep 
lfarried 

b7C 
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b7C 

Wl11'i3-
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14 
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Race: 
Sex: 
Date of b1rtb: 
Pla.c~ uf birth: 
Belcllt; 
Weight: 
Bair: 
ilyQS! 

Social Security 
Account Nuaber: 

Serial R\Ulber: 

16 

White 
~ale 

' I 

b7C 
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.. ' · ' ,. ' 10/llt.73 

b7C 

_____ _.Jtt deecribed as fol101'8= 
---· --- ·~---M------ •••• --··· ·-·-------M 

01 
!N&l"laad, -•& OMrt 

:1y_ .. _-

· '.-.-~ _: ;o ·1 d •~· -· c '. l (' "l '. 'r" , 

! or~:--i ils ce>r; !1'":ll'5 ore 1~e t t o hP ~ :i.,rribu1.:-d .->Jh idt• y .-.·._• 1 (J~IE.~ r·J•r 

17 
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:Kane: 
Rcm ldence ~ 

TelepbOne mm.her: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Bair: 
E1e&: 
Soc u l Seeurlty 

Account 1ftmber: 

r-----,_ ____ .JiMissourt 

ntte 

130 pounds 
Brown 
Bazel 

18 
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rn JO/ ''·'r v 1 1.n 70i • • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l -

.. I ______ ~tteaded st. t.ouillJ schools ~ 
follows: 

_, adllfaaton date la •boWD for lN"l 41 11.oweft!' • 
a •1tlar:IN9al date gf :oec-ber IS.. 19:ttT 1a alloin •1 tb tbrt 
aotatlon ot I I 

I I . . . . ' . I 

·---
01 St. tmlJI, lftmotirt 

I 

b I ~ Dn~ t-· d i <.. ~ cf1.'-: i Y-~ .. --....... ________ .. r-------------·------ · ··· 10/l'l/73 ·------- ---

Thi-:, d('lt:U~Y".en t con toiris n e ither recc-rrirnendo tio n<.> nor condu ·;. i<.:> 11·_; of th~ FB I It i s lh e : :•·)_:_:~·.!·~- :_·:f IL ~; fLI ''.··Hl ~ <.. !:) ')!1ed to your u ~;:: n ·~i. 

:t 00d its. con fents a re nof t o be d l o; t r ibu!ed o ul:;ide yov r -.:io~:ncy. 

- 19 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV ESTiGATiON 

t -

b7C 

I I 

inle r v iew ed on 10/15/?3 a l 

1: , __ .... 1_ ---~ 1911?/ff ·· ---· _ _ .. b7C 

Thi~ d ;~( ·.11T\ (:nl cor. tq;0s q c i:h ~~r f P ·:. ( · r·; ·) ·1.~1~dn ti o n ; no r (··~i :·1~.:·. 1 ~. :c_. r ·. ·, o l th e 1·31. I r ;s · ·n .~· 1· ·· ; : ~ • r~ ,; 'r. l. · c.• , ., ' In v :-j •. · .• ·; q ·-~ r , ;: y 

:1 or'd ii -:, ( ( : nlcr.1!) (Jl f" rH)1 \ :1 bi:· ,'. i '. rr:b ·.Ji .:>d =) •.• h id 1:• y o ·..; • OQ t· ;)r_y2Q 



.· • • FDJ0:· ; :;1v JJ.Ji- 70) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT10N 

l - L•,1 !! ~ . , f 'r :1 ·.: , ::-'. :·:, :; _ 

J 1 National 
Peraow J!IMOrdla ceat•r, •tlltary Braneb, o'loO PatJ9 
Bau.l•varcl, OW.rland, Mb'•OU'l1 a4Vlsld tttere ls a long 
au.It• p.IQlllbittoa apl•t --*lac le a11y •toctt ana 
of ~ recoN eakr apnat-ed h7 tile lfal'tff· statoe 
~. • ad'Yiaed tllat tbls probibtt.t.on appll• 
...-117 to all pier•• ... lo,wd 1a or •lattlac the 
ceater. • ... .,.1 ... of ...-CY or bran.eh of GoTtn"Wot 
ttertrtee. 

I l·••t.11 u.t .a - -.10,... l• 
tafo.r.-d if \iii ftrtlleMt provtaloa. &Dd a.a comta.tly 
rea....,_. et tt ·~ poidtas ot pertlaeat rep.latloea 
... 2-HtJ Of dowata llMttac te>.rCll t-.. recvta­
tioliis \o all e11Ployeea. 

lolerviewed on 10/JAll'7'3 

by------·I ___ f.· b7C 
D·: IP d •·C' •""I 19/17/ft ~-- --.--

:hi~ d (\Cu•nent contains neithor re co mr·1endcitions n o r ( On(h.1sio'is of the f61 II is th ~- :·;1·.1;) 1- r l 1 ' .. :f 'f·,._. i '~. ·-.~r ·~· i.J .~ ~ r·.~ d l e yo'-.lr oq ... r-.·:/. 

i~ oi~d ih conte nts or e ooi !o be d i <,trib utcd o ulsidc yO~J ( ;:-~g e 1 :(y . 

21 
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B 
on octl>ber HJ, 1973J 

advised there is no re co.rd on file regarding ... I __ .. 
at the St. IA>Uis City Police Department. 

on c.:ctober 16, 1973,l ____________ ....... I 
~dvised the.re is no record on file regarding I I 
L___Jat the St. Louis County Police Depart111eut. __ _. 

... '· . . 

b7C 
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OU. PPllll WI C•ll 101~11.• 
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Memorandum 
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FROM : Ji3;' 
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F D -35 0 (l\ev. 7-16-5 3 ) • • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

it . . . - - .. - --·· -- - ·-- . -- : -· 

ReCord center too damaged 
~hunt for arson evidence 

· iA n y possibi!Lty of finding 
phy~ical ev1ii'e11Ee"'oi ·arson at 
the Military Personnel 1Ret· 
ords Center in Overland, dev· 
astated by fire last week, MS 
ruled out Thursday by the 
Federal 'Bureau of Investiia­
tion. 

Six PBI agents wto spent 
the entire day Tuesday amid 
the ·rubble on the sixth ffoor 
of the i m m e n s e structure 
found d a m a g e so complete 
that f -u r t h e r examination 
would be pointless, ~~bert G. 
Kunkel, s p e c i a 1 agent iii 
charge of the FDl office here, 
said in an interview .. 

"'DIE 0 NL Y WAY we'll 

, ever est abH.s h arson-·if 
that's what it was - wlll be 
through J!llf.PU!'!JS," Kunkel 
said. - ..., 

He swd mreethan 80 pe.r- . 
sons who were in or near the 
building when the fire started 
last T h u r s d a y bave been 
question~ and more i n t e 1r­
views are planned. 

the ffre centertd an the top 
floor of . - rv building, 

two b!Olk· 'nrand a block ' 
wide. the cen~. hetd some 
56 m i H i o ft files on armed 
f o r e e s perl()llliel, abDllt 20 
million ot tta.m on the sixth 
noor. 

''A ti\o~ examlnatilm of 
the . s~ fka' disclOaed vir· 
tually ·~ ~on, 
at 1wt: ti, per cent of the 
recot~ lil!lfl(ijiil .$d only a 

small P'!rc'0 'ai&r of them par­
tially salvageable," Kunkel 
said. 

"We· also located the proba­
ble original site of the fire," 
he said. 

••WE DETERMINED that it 
stlftted near the center of the 

.,building, at a point b11ried un­
der tons of concrete and two 
to three feet of wet, charred 
rubble fro111 burned records. 

"Because of the collapse of 
the · 10-inch-thick concrete roof 
in the area, a thorough exam· 
ination for evidence of -arson 
will not be possible. 

"The or~nal fire site is 
permanently imccesslble and 
w i l l be demclished as the 
sixth floor is :r e m o v e d by 
h e a v y CQl!§'m-t1a equip-

ment." ...., " " 
The roof -shiif~ seven inch· 

es Tues d a y, Kunkel said, 
"and as of T u e s d a y n;g.ht, 
peo~ have been pretty much 
evacuated." 

HE NO'l1ED 111AT the rec­
ords center, laq.er In floor 
space than the Empire State 
Suilding lbd second oniy to 
the P e 'l'I· t a g o n in siz.e,' was 
doused· wLth » million gaUoos 
or water d u r i n g t-he f.ire, 
which ·ra<ged out of control for 
!IW> days. · 

A .r s o n was considered a 
possibHity because dlere have 
!been a 'b o u t a .dozen· amaR 
fires ·in the bul!ding ill the 
fast tv.ro years, most of tbtm 
started ht wattebaik:et1, K\IG-
kel noted. · 

o th e ir poasibiUties Mine 
considered, -he said, .... acci­
dent, ~ntaneoua combutlob 
and electrical fault&. 
~ 

( !ndica 1 ~ paqe, name o f 
newspaper, c ity anci sta te. ) 

P3, St. Louis Globe­
-nemocrat, St. Louis, 
Rissour1 

D a te: 7 /20/73 
E dition: 

Autho r: 

Editor: 

Title: 

Ch lTra: cter: 

or 

C lassifi c ation: 

S ubmi t tinq O ffice: SL 

D n (loi nq ;n vesttqat e ct 

.f..;;_ • J./-.1..s-6 I 
SEARCHED .. ----- · lNDEXLD .... - ---·· 
SE.RlALII::O ... . .. :·.~:~c:---.,~.-~ -- -··-

\! '1 9 ii 1(1,'] .;t_I __ ~, '- 1:., I . 
.-~~~~ Ui 

-.;N"""'~ 
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Record Requ••t 
FD-125 <Rev. 11-3-71) 

0Birth D Credit ~riminal 

To 

Return to 

Addresses 

D Death DINS 

-

D Marriage• D Motor Vehicle D Other----

0 Driver's License 

Buded 

File number r,, ·/' 
~;;. - '-( tJ ::; IQ 

Residm..--------------. ..... ...-------------------..L----'----
_......---f-=-~,........:.'?_?---=~-"'-~---__________ b7 C Business 

Fonner 

•Date and place of marriage 
(if applicable> 

Race Se:it 

ft/ ~ale 
D Female 

Bi. .l 

--;---- . 

~ecific information desired 

Results of check 

".j 

~6 Height 

I 

I 
Birthplace n., 

I 

Fingerprint classification 

~-; .. :.:: A·t- U<>: ::::J F ,~J 125. 

Weiaht Hair Eyes 

0 

Criminal specialty 



RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 

Orally·-----· By Telephone 
date date 

10/26/73 
Written Communication----···--­

date 

Information concerning: 

... I .............................................. ........,_..,.J MAJOR PIRE, KATIOHAL PER801'1fBL RBCOBDS CENTER -
KILITARY (ifPRC-•), ~/12/73; DGP - P<llBIBLB ARBON 

Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: 

SL 52-4856 

Information furnished was obtained: 

~during course of Bureau investigation 

D from informants 

D from complainants or other sources 

Information furnished to: 

OBA, Retional Office, X.nsas City, Mo. 

Number o f items disseminated: 
2 reports 

Remarks: 

V .. ,_ Special Agent 
·.-t ti.,}-- It. Louie 

t ~ •:•t 
~- (2) 

(1- 66-23-10 6 1- 52-4856) 
'• .. -•'' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

- Ti• -, . 

ST. LOUIB 
TIE.;: \,F.(ASE 

,- I t · 

ST. LOUIS 

i&UOR nas,, JIATIOML PSRllOJQJEL 
BBCaml CDTBR - MILITARY 
(KPRC-10 
7/12/73 

\If" 

10/26/73 10/12 - 10/25/73 

SA_I _____________ __ 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

DGP - IQJSIBLE ARSON 

a:zrll.Bll(:E: SL report of SA .. I ______ _. 10/17/73. 

- p -

kat 

b7C 

It hll: ;: b99n ;::rle to arranae tor identification 
ol by I- - ~ ~--•ho gave sub, ... • ;riigarette and 
a 11{ •• on 1 ina-ych ••. is on 
adaini•trattve leaveo At such time aaii brought 
back to th• Record• cut0 r to; di9Cbarge procedurea, arrangements 
will be aade tor_ _identification of the subject. 

Investigative period overlaps that of last report to 
include oriainal diacuat11on of the case with the office of the 
tJ. 8. _Attorney. 

ACC01,1PL!SHM£NT'.O CLAIMED 

. -' . ~ . I 

NONE 
x 

, E- ~- : : 1· 

::-· · . . 

'. t 1.~ : 

2 - Bureau 
l - USA, St. Louia 
2 - 084, Resion.al Office. 

Li Eanaa• City, llt.llouri 
\\ "2 ;· - St. Loui• (~2-4851) 

\ .- ' 

No ~o~ icH1 ·:. 

\ . ' ... 
' . •. · '• " i I . 

t •. ·1 I._._ . • 

COVER PAGE 

DO NOT '."RI TE IN SP ACfO' S gr:vn: 

/1(, 

!':~-/ 
\{-HL-, 
'f' ~./' 
x 
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SL 52-4856 

LUDll: 

ST. LOUii DIVISION 

AT OVBRLAIU>, MJ880URI 

Will follow for proaecutive action. 

---......i• ... 1 .. 1 ... 1--.-........... ._.. for identification of the aubjb7c byl I 

COVER PAGE 

B* 



Fl ) - 11.q (R t:"..- .i .. ~. :; 9) 

Copy to· 

Report of: 

Dote: 

Field Offic.z File if : 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

D&TAly: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1- United 8tatn Attorney, St. Louis 
2- General Services Aclaint.tration, Recional Office, 

SA :aa• Ci:; 11111 om,., ST, LOUIS 0cJo !16, 1 

SL 52-4U6 Bureau File ~: 

llAJOR J'DlB, JUTIOXAL PJIRS(l(WEL 
uccane CDTIR - MILITARY (JIPRC-11) 
JULY 12, 1973 

DES"mUCTIOlf OJ' oona•ur PROP&R'JT - POSSIBLR ARSON 

ofl _ eet fort 9a ~ that wbil~ 
R<tpn J ts at 1 nferviaw of a !ellow ~~)::AP 

coDSistently alept on e bad no knowledg""""'",._~--
any •tatemenis made by admitting responsibility 
tor the tire and canno reca evont• of July 11, 1973. 
J'act• ot the .. tter diacWN1ed with office of the United 
States Attorney, Eastern District of lliaa<>uri, on 
October 12, 1973, October 22, 1973, and October 23, 1973. 
On the latter date two alternative cour• .. of action 
det1erlbed b)' A••iatant Uni~ed •t•t• ,ttorney involving 
adllini•trative handlina otl _by General Services 
Adllintatratlon and poe•ible pr .. entaant ot evidence to 
,.ederal Grand Jury on October 31, 1973. 

- p -

AT OVllU,..tm> 1 JIU80UBJ 

, . r~: 11 ,·,1 I <· IJ•~ ·li~t(J \~u~ (:d (1.1 1";. ; ,_. :. 1,u r f1f~t'rh" .'• 

b ., ("' 
! ...,. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.l ::- ''··-. · 1, . 
10/H/73 

I •ta.our1, t•:::one-.-,-.-,-_.-1-----1-adv--S..----.. --... --.,..--io,,-ed - a 
I lat tile .. tto.1 ,_.-.wl aecer48 Center -
aliJ araocll, 9708 Jla•• 8ealftal"d.. st. J.ouu, •t..-rt. 

Be CiMl.ld r.r.t.ah ao otlHlr laf~tlon. 

11/_llLD___ _ Orerlaad,. Miesou;r.1.. 

IA _I ____ l1mt 10/.H/73 

. I • : · , . . 
•: I • f I I • -' ' 1 
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SL 52-4856 

AT ST. LOUIS• MISSOURI 

On October 12, 1973, the facts of this matter 
were preliainarily discussed with United States Attorney 
DORALD J. ST<ER and Assistant United states Attorney 
TERRY I. ADKLllAN, Eastern District ot Misaouri, St. Louie, 
Missouri. It was determined through review ~f all 
1nfonu.t1on available at that ti.ae includiogL 
si&'ned statement, that illl!Jufticient evidence._ex.....,.i_s_t_ea---t-o----~ 
authorize a complaint against the subject. Additional 
inv~stigation wa• r~u~:ed in ~be fora of interviews of 
live person• to wboll Jmade statements claiming 
responsibility tor t e e, aedical and educational back­
ground, al¥1an investigative report incorporating all such 
1nvnt1gat1on. 

On October 22, 1973, this matter was diacussed 
with United States Attorney D<»fALD J. S'l"<»IR who was in 
receipt of an ~ederal Bureau of Investigation report of 
inveetigation. STCBIR indicated that a preliainary review 
of information contained in the ndicated that there 
is insufficient evidence against tborize 
prosecution. ST<»IR indicated that tata.ent, 
which describes the Records Center e as starting from 
his negligent smokina, is not incrialnating and that 
stateaentm made to his fellow workers that he set the fire 
were not aufficiently strong ao a• to warrant initiation 
of criainal proceedings. 8TCllR advised that he wished to 
solicit the opinion• of his ~taff as to a proper courae of 
action to be taken in the matter and requested a follow-up 
contact. 

On October 23, 1973, Assistant United States 
Attorney J. PATRI~ GLYRlf, .Saetern District of Missouri, 
st. Louis, •iasouri, adviaed tbat thi• matter had been 
aeaigned to hi.a for review. Be stated that two alternative 
courses ot action have been deterained, neither ot which 
involves autborization for imaediate tiling of a complaint 

3 
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SL 52-4856 

and arret1t of the subject. GLYMN said tbe two alternatives 
are referral to the General s~rvicea Administration for 
adainistrative action and presentation of evidence in this 
matter to a Federal Grand JW"y tor com1ideration in it 
inv•tigative capacity. GLYtfN explained that this procedure 
eiaply utilizee the investigative cbaracteri•tics ot a Pederal 
Grand Jury and does not nec .... rily iaply the seeking of a 
deteraination aa to indictaent. GLTiftf •tated that the first 
alternative, adainistrative handliDK by the General Services 
Adaioistratlon, ehould be initiated through contact of appropriate 
<aneral B•rvic&11 Acbtiniatration off1cialB by the United States 
Attorney tor the Eastern Diatrict o1 Miasouri. GLYlOJ •tated 
that depending on resulting necea•ities, a decision Will be 
made aa to whether pr .. entation of tbe evidence in tb18 
matter abould be aade to the F&deral Grand Jury convening 
on October 31, 1973. 

4• 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT; 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. ID 
MAY 11K\t EDITtON 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11 •• 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P 

~1.2/SAI_ -------

1 
MAJUH. ~'1R.ti, NA'flONAL 
PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -
MILITARY BRANCH (NPRC-M) 
JULY 12, 1973 
DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 

DATE; 10/25/73 

Op 10111113, a rev,ew was made of the personnel 
folder ofl lwho is presently an employee 
of the United States Army Reservpr;...~.......,~~ Gr1up. NEHC-M, 
SLMO. DOB is shown a at_ I 
Ill; S as appointed August 
6, 1973, as a gra e one maintenance and service 

,WS.ll:llWJ:-...L-----_J home phone ... i ... s .. l_-,. __ .JI his address 
, zip code .. I __ _ ----:::::===--_____ I height is shown as 5'11", his weight 

168 pounds. He is the holder of a Missouri chaufter's 
license. He attended the( I 
Mo. His brother is ident_i_f-ie_d_a_s-...1------------... , 
USN, Norfolk, Va. 

Former employers are shown as follows: 

1/73 - Western~:· :~: Chestnut, SLMO 
1970 - 1973 4 ·---~ ___ lfor self 
5/63 - 7/70 - ' , 6 Market, SLMO 
67-68 - Two used furniture stores 
59-60 - Chromcraft Corp., 11960 Westline, SLMO 
Summer, 1958 - Salem Pine and Pole, Salem, Mo. 

------~!aimed the following residences: 

4/72-12/72 
12/72-1/73 

··,-, 1/73-1"'"""-................ ------,...,._ _ ___. 

. 
_J 52-48 51 17 

:;_ 46-NEW 
1,1/ DRS:cw -----------... r ( (J& ~. -

<4 > flt\ l\ _. ~ 
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SL 52-4856 

The following marriages and divorces are listed: 

Ll.._~"l!'!!""~---!--~~-----r-•l~d·a~t~e....,..ff marriage! 
at St. Louis, Mo., divorced ini . ~-~~~ ...... 

I I date of marriage. I ~at St. 
Louis, Mo., divorced in~'~~~~~~~~~~~-~ 

I I srrued in ~he u. s. Army 2/61 to 2/63 
unde; ~e~al number j Selective Service number is 

- -- I Home qt ;ec:r: at time of ent;y ir the 
serv ce is shown as~~ . Mo. He 
earned an "expert" rif ea ge and expert w th the .45 
caliber pistol. Blood group is "O". 

On.-""""'...,"""".....,~~~~~~~~~~~....._..,_;;i..........,..,.....__.,. 

advised that 

LEADS: 

ST. LOUIS 

AT ST.LOUIS 

Will request credit and criminal 

AT NPRC-M 

Will request military record. 
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1 · I t -~I ' • "1 \ , • • ' ', • I 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 j ; I ' ,•, .. • . l . ~~ I I . . • .•. . I I I I I : • 

ST. LOUIS ST. LOUIS 11/5/73 10/31/73 

I 
TITLE OF CA S~ 

.___J_O_R_F_I_RE __ NA_T_I_O_N_A_L __ 

PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER 
MILITARY BRANCH (NPRC-M) 
7/12/73 DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 

REFERENCE: Report of SAi"" ..... ------' at St. Louis 
dated 10/26)73. 

- c -

ADMINISTRATIVE 

I I , ' '..\• 

vls 

b 7C 

Due to failure of tbe FGJ to indict I Ion 
10/31/73, and •lnce it la not presently likely that I I 
will be returned to t~• r;;Qrcta cent;r for discharge 
pr~, and •incel __ _ ltdentification 
of would Dot bear rectly on I re•ponsibility 
tor e captioned tire, no further atte•pt• are 'beipg made 
to att09pt ro arrange for an identification of I lby I _and cue la cont1idered eloaed. 

ACCOM PLI SHMENTS CL A IM E D N ONE 
C ;~ .-;1 I· •\ I -:-- i r I 

•. • I • • " . I /, 1 1 ~ · • 1 · I. I · ,..:.. II ti .' . . I', I. 

ACQUIT ~ 
T A L S 

; . ; I 

!•. ·.: 1· I ·.\ : ! 

11 ,\, I \\ • '. . 

], ' 

: ···'. : 
~ • .J : I t. · 

' -

2 - Bureau 
l - ~ , :..; . ' :..; t ' i () ' i i •,; 

2 - GSA Regional Office 
Kansas City, Mis11ouri 

1 - St. Louis (52-4856) 

Di !'• ~em 1no:1t io 11 Recot<I o ( A t toch(' d R t.·po r t 

' 

I I ·1~ •· 1 ·~ '."· \ I I t):JI , I ;.1 -: ; • :_~~ ,·1-:·.-

i • I f ; I •I ' J • , I ' : ' \ · ~ ~ - I f t°) f: 

: • • I ; • ~· I · '.~ " I I 1 I .·, i • . ~""; l I ~) 

DO NOT WR ITE IN SP AC E S BE LOW 

··/?? 

, i 1r ;:r n 

i ii :' 

N o t l1t ion'. 



FD-204 (Rev_ :l-:l-S9) 

Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 ·-- ·1 ~ 1~it<:."ld ~-.~tat('' -- ~. -~t'°,r ~h-~ - , .:·~ t .. 1:l)Uis, \!Js ~~~i··ut·i 

2 - General Services Administration, Regional Office, 
Kansas City, Missouri 

:-'Jmn s, 
Office: ST. LOUIS 

1973 b7C 

Field Office File #-: SL 52-4856 Bureau File #: 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

MAJOR FIRB, NATIONAL PERSONNEL 
RB::ORDS CDfTBR - MILITARY (NPBC-M) 
JULY 12, 1973 

DBBTRUCTION OF GOVERNllENT PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON 

Facts of case presented to Federal Grand Jury, 
EDllO, SLllO, 10/31/73. A "no true bill' was returned. 

- c -
D.ETAILS: AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

OD October 31, 1973, facts of this matter were 
presented to the Federal Grand Jury in the Eastern District 
of :Missouri, St. Louis, Missouri. A "no true bill" ••• 
returned. 

l* 



• • 
11/G/73 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) C 

SUBJECT:_I ~~~~~~~-' 
MAJOR FIRE 
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -
MILITARY BRANCH 
ST. LOUIS• MISSOURI 
7/12/73 
DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON 

Re report of SA _I _______ I dated 10/17/73. 

For information of Bureau, TERRY GENE DAVIS, 

who in interview s~t f';'rth in :e fr;:":~ ;;;:;~ £
11 ~ i shed 

strongest information implicating___ _ ------ _I in 
captioned fire, discovered dead 8: , 3. 
a ear ho residesl 

at NPRC-M, ---
~i~n""""l!:'a~s~e:.'!:!c:"TT""'~~r::Tu~ir"T"~""""'f!"!r"~-~~~~~~::'!l!"l!ed for worlt 
since 10/30/73. stated he had not seen DAVIS at 
home since that time even though lights had been left on 
in DAVIS' cabin. At about 8:30 PM, 11/5/73,1 hooked 
into DAVIS' window and observed his corpse with n shotgun 
propped between his legs and the majority of his head 
blown away. 

Subsequent investigation determined DAVIS killed 
himself with a 16 guage pump shotgun after having left the 
following note: 

~..;,.Bureau 
' 1_.· St. Louis 
·····DRS:cw 

<3
' l . fl ', 

~· ' 
,j 

·. (_ ; •',-1••S•·~> .... 

. .. _.... 
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SL 52-4856 

'''!'here just isn't any point to any of this. 
Nobody gives a damn and never has. Blame it on 
dope. Blame it on par~nts. But people *** are 
the cause of all the in the world. 
All I ever needed was"""'fO""kiiOW'""that somebody gave 
a damn about anything to do with me. 

"Where is truth? Where is love? W~re is 
anything that is real? Thank you KADI. Thank 
you KSHE. Thank you humanity.u 

Mention of KADI and KSHE are apparent references 
to local radio stations emphasizing rock and roll type 
music. DAVIS' main ambition in the world was to become 
a star rock and roll performer. 

Coroner's report estimates date of death as 
11/1/73, as judged by state of decomposition of the body 
and reports that he had been seen alive prior to that time. 

DAVIS was honorably discharged from the U.S. 
Coast Gunrd 11/23/71, due to psychiatric difficulties 
involving depression and anxiety. .Fellow workers at the 
record center indicated DAVIS had be~eriodically 
depressed since long prior to the fire at the records 
center. Within the last two weeks DAVIS had been involved 
in a minor accident with his car, was arrested on his 
motorcycle in a prohibited wildlife area and had been 
disturbed over his relationship with his parents. DAVIS 
bad also broken off with h.is girlfriend who had been liv:i.ng 
with him on 10/27/73. She returned on 10/29/73, for her 
personal belongings and declined to remain with DAVIS at 
h*3 request but "on his terms". DAVIS' girlfriend claimed 
that DAVIS was injecting ''speed". 

DAVIS' friends and working associates at the 
record center deny he was particularly concerned or upset 
over events involving the record c.enter fire and t~ 

O uld most likely have nothing to do with th 
nvestigation or the fire i.tself. DAVIS' fr n s 
d he may have planned his own death over considerable 

period of time as he :felt "possessed of a demon" and told 
them he had been "seeing and feeling things'; that they 
could not understand. While DAVIS exhibited certain 
elements of instability to his friends, he generally 

2 
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SL 52-4856 

appeared highly intelligent and of otherwise nonml 
characteristics. Above data set forth for information 
of Bureau and no further investigation ia being conducted 
in this matter by the St. Louis Division. 

3• 
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·- FILE No. 21 J-650 • Q 

* 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

UNITED STATES SECRET SER VICE 

i_ 

P. 0. Drawer B 
Central Station March 29, 1974 
St. Louis, Mo. 63188 

Mr. Robert G. Kunkel, SAC 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
1520 Market Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63177 

Attn: sA_I ____ _ 
Dear Sir: 

Attached are the documents, which sAI lof this office 
discussed with you on March 29, 1974..,i --------

Poor qual fty of the copy mar; i: 1J1111st imgg55j~]8 io detenn1ne 
whether the subject 1 s name i hould the 

I lwritten on the hosp ta sunnary proper y 1(jentffy thf s 
individual, it would be appreciated if you would furnish this office 
with the correct name. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Very truly yours, b
7

C 

a ... .1A cJ..u·, A.M 
OSCAR G. WEISHEIT, JR. 
Acting Special Agent In Charge 

Attachments 



Po8t Office Bos 7251, lla1D 8t•tiOD 
St. Louie, llia80ur1 88177 

April 3, 1974 

Kr. Robert K. Lilley 
Special Agent in Charge 
Departaent o:f the Tr••ury 
United Stat .. Secret Service 
P.O.Drawer 8 
Central Station 
St. Louis, Kis110uri 63188 

Dear Sir: 

Thank you tor your letter o:f .. fch 2• ,,,, 'Tor 
~ you request the correct identity ot~--------

For your iptoD11ti~~ thi• individual ba• r:·n 
identified ••i -~e and Place ot Blrtb __ 
rlat Chicago, I111aoi•. Hrved in the UDited.._t!""a~t!"'"e_e __ _ 
iiirliie Corp b•tr.n lo••ber of 1943 and May of 1946 under 
S.rial KiwtMtri __ I It ba~et b .. n deteralned whether I • correct fo1L_J b 7 c 

For your additional iafonaatioa, a Karine Corp 
record i• on tile tor Bay *~ the National Per110aul Records 
Center, Military Branch, 9700 Jlase BouleYard, It. Lout•, 

LJ.1, which •111 furniab JOU Tith coeet•t• d•t•t>• at 
llitary service, including 

~-----------~ 
Thank you tor referring thia .. tter to ua. 

1 - Addressee 
1 - St. Louis (52-4856) 
DRS:dlv 
(2) 

Very truly your•, 

D&aY T. BALD' 
&peeial Aaent in Cbars• 

-k- tj. 

Jj} 



4/3/74 

AIRT&L 

TO: SAC, LI'M'LK R0CJ: 

FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIB ( 52-C8Mi) (P) 

SU&JKCT:I I 
...... lla....-j ... o-r-f"""i ... n-,-L-t-1-o-aa-1-... ii9 ... reomael Records Center, 

(Military Branch) 
09erland, llill80uri 
7/12/74 
DGP 
00: ST. LOUIS 

For inforaation ot Little Jlock, capti~ iDdiYidual 
turniahed a •i&ned atat-ent iadlcatiag that be bad carel ... ly 
smoked and ctiaposed of a cigarette la aa ar• •bere the recorcla 
center fire tirat broke out, ju.t before ta.. tire waa ditleo••r­
ed.. l"or further i at on.at ioa 0/,.....1.all.:u..tL.J~:.L.JJLiillU•:llLllL_ 

On 3/29/74, Actinc Chief of Police BAY JOSmnp,, 
09erland, Mo., telepboaically ani-.cl u ba4 recei•-4 via 8t. 
Louia CoUAty Police Departaeat 1D1ormmtio• f ~* th- bed :., 

1:~x::r:.::::=::~:::o:~~k~1!.f::;::..;;.-, --1 I 
---.....;.1mswre 1a a wwn M•ed I lwi. reai._ 

b7 C 

.Ark. , and who at tbe t,.m...iliW.....ll,jlllL....6.i~L..11~u.aaaL---

. . 
/~?,..,.,-:/ 

i · 

__ f-



__ ...._. __ .:.....:.., .... 

8L 52-4866 

a. 4.ISl7•1 lcuatodial 
a.plo7_. D!lllC&& a4hitled then were - .. r•- •1 eit-.r ... naa 
or Ori•tal extdetion .. rkiac at the recerda cater at the tiae 
ot tM tire. a..a tlaat there are -- ... i.,.s at thia t:lae. 

LKAD 

ldTIY JIOCK. Dll'llJClf b7 c: 

AT U•AJ,DL. ,_..__.,. 

Will locate aDd iaten1 .. I b.r tbe pur-
.... of .....,tag all 1a1onatioa in Ger ,.••••loa regarding 
tH .fin,. ... tba 141eat1t7 et the mak-.a Kenan. 

• a •111 tioa bandliae i• recawted due to tbe •1ni­
t1Mla ef 1- iaeurretl to the Clo'rermseat by the fire, ancl the 
1•'iltt1.el fer publicit1 Which .. ttera pertaiJliDI to the :tire 
a-rate. 

I 



4/2/74 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL 

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS 

FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P 

SUBJECT: I b7C 

MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC-M 
7/12/73 
OOP 
00: SL 

Enclosed for the Meaphis Division is one copy each 
of two coaaunications received by the st. Louis Division 
of the FBI, and the St. Louis Office of the Secret Service. 

The cOllllunicatiors nemwnen* n "f:;~:::~ t~ 
military service record of B at 
Chicago, Ill. As the envelopes show,tbese dsere 
mailed from Nashville, Tenn. 

Notations made on these documents are presuaablz 

b but h~s h:bt known. tt ts tDOWn tna11 bi rv1a 1n 
• • rine Corps between Npy••her o:f 1943 ppd Men rf 

1 mcter TISW' e•rtei Dllllberl . 
lduring h ... i~e-pe_r_i~od~-o-f_s_e_rv_i~c-e-.---

b7C 

._ ______ W_h_i_l_e_i_t_i_s~not conceivable tbatr--lhad anything 

to do with the fire at the National Milita~cords C.nter, 
his repeated references to that fire require he be interviewed 
regarding any knowledge he may have of the fire. 

2 - .Meaph is (End. 2) 
,t·~:.., St. Louis 

.-- DRS: ck 

(4l.b\....___ 

-/ 

- ,.,..,../ 

<:~.;.-"'?(_.~. , 



SL 52-4856 

During interv1ei---lshould be counseled regarding 
his inappropriate remarks~ the FBI and the records 
center fire which for inforaation of Memphis, has in all 
liklihood been solved. 

Expeditious handling is requested due to the 
magnitude of loss to the Government, and publicity 
potential which this case represents. b7C 

LEADS 

THE MEMPHIS DIVISION: 

AT NASHVILLE, TENN. : 

Will locate and interview! ~egarding any 
knowledge he may have of the rr~ord undtr fi•t and determine 
how he came into possession of--~~~~~~~--' 

Will check indices and the crank ho;g tor any 
local background data on~~~~~~~~~~~~~--' 

2 



' ' 

1 
t; ,, 

SU~MARY (Drier statement 5hould include, tf opplicabk tuslory, p•·rtin~nt ph)~1 c J! ftndtnh~· <·oursf in huspi•al . !rt•atment giv•b7C 1hon ill 
{ di1rh311e. 1bte patient cun resume pre-hos~it.11 anivity , rccommendatioos fOf f<>llow-up tn·.;lmt•nt. medirat1on'< furn1'ih~d a1 d1~1·1 1d com· . - ...................... \ 

HOSP IT AL SUMMARY 

\ 

··' .' .. 
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RE CEIVED 
U.S. SECPFT SFRV ICE 

Mai Z9 z 12 rH '7~ 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 

' ' !' 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

omONAL P'OllM NO. 10 
MAY tea ll:DJTION 
QM PPMR (41 OOll) IOl•lt.I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ST. LQDIS 
(A 'M'.M: SA L 

(52-4856) 

SPVR-'~~~~~~--
UlfSUB; 
llAJOR FIRE AT MPRC - M 
SLllO 
DGP 

p DATE: 3/29/74 

On 3/29/74, Acting Cbief of Police RAY POESBBL, 
Overland, Mo., telephonically advised•• follow•: 

Be bad received via SL County PD inforaation 
that tbe County had received a lo~-di•tance telepboae 
call troal ~ laaxter Couaty, 
Ark., telephone Sbl-42&=8222, the oilowing: 

--~~--T-~11'ere i• a WOll&D naaedl !who reaide• 
inl Ark., and who at the~t~1~-~ • ..-n~':--:"t~h-.~~tr• r••t••1 
ial Mo. While r••idin. in~ _ 

- LEAD -

THE ST. LOUIS DIVISIOlf 

AT ST. LOUIS, MO. 

A•certain the re•ideace ot~l!"""!!"'_..~~~~-1~1-.n 
Arkansas; have her interviewed; ideatifJJ I 
and interyiew re hi• knowleds• of the fir~.-----

Jlt /"') st. Louis 

1 <f,t:t 

b 7C 



TO 

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. lO 
MAY 181l lltOITIC»I 
CSA l'PMR (•I Cl'R) 101-11.I 

·-UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
: SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) DATE: 5/20/74 

FROM g ROCK (52-3029) (RUC) 

SUBJEC~~ I 
Major Fire, National Personnel 
Records Center, 
(Military Branch) 
Overland, Missouri 
7/12/73 
DGP 

- SL ____ ......;11::.1r_ 

Re St. Louis airtel to Little Rock, 4/3/74. 

ollowing investigation was conducted by 
SA at Gamaliel, Arkansas, on 5/2/74: 
--~---;:==~~~-­

tel e hone 

On numerous occasions coaments were made by 
I lrelating to the treatment he received by coworker-s~a-t­

the Personnel Records Center.specifically com.pl!ints of ;reat-
ment by Negro employees who would interfere wit, _ . 
assigned duties. 

I lrelated that the only info1:111ation she 
had concerning the Personnel Records Center would have been 
information she received froml land specifically she 
possessed no information as to tnedentity of anyone who 
would be respons truction of the caiter nor 
does she know an She Ttated emphatically 

(2)_ St. Louis 
I - Little Rock 
JDK/bng 
(3) 

b7c: 

b7C 



LR 52-3029 
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AiftTEL 

TO: SAC, SAN F'JlANCISCO 

FROM: SAC• MF.MPHlS 

SU.BJF.CT: 
MA.JOit Fiim 
7/12/71 
OOP 
OO: SL 

AT NPHC - M 

Re St. Louis airtel to Memphis, 4/2/74. 

Efforts to locate I I at. Nashville, Tenn., 
have been negative. -------
2:-San Francisco 
::.:-Seattle 
(~St. Louis (52-4856} 
~Memphis 
HH:bc 

(9) 

b7C 



On various dates in April and May, 1974, checks o.f 
the Central Records Division, Nashville PD haYe been made 
concerning hi• with negative reaulte. Credit Dare.au records 
are not available in checks of this type. 

On 5/17/74, a source in the Veterans Administration, ::yl Jl: · :·~r•ae• ( Pl!O'l'EC'l') advhed in confidence that 
____ _ ___ veteran ttle 1' located,, the San Francisco 

ce o t e . under number_ _ 

I.RADS: 

SAN fRANCISCO DIYISION 

Da.nd 
AI SAN [MNCisc9. CALIF. 

'11111 l, at th«~ VA• review file I !concerning 
advise ot current location. -------

~EATTLE DlVISION 

AT SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 

will cheek record~ the VA f.Iospital at Aaerican 
Lake, Washington concerningL__Junder VA nmaberl I 
MEMPHIS DIVI~N ------

AT MUltFREESOOU0 1 TgNN. 

______ rill recheck VA Hospital foO under Dmlber 

AT NASUVIL.LE 1 TENNESSEE 

Will c••ntinue efforts to locat•I ____ _. 

2 

b7C 



OPTIONAi,. l"O- NO. 11 
MA\' 1• llDITION 
G~ ~Mft (41 c:l'lt) 101 ·11 .. 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO : S#eJ SI.~ ~ -~;:s--~~l,ATE: 
FROM 

SUBJECT: 

~ 

7-/2-- ?3 
~c?/'° 
(/). 0. S' L-

e-r? 

: 
) 

·. b7C 

,A/,,., 4 C? -/"-?,, p? dD 

~~~'~.M~ 



./ 

F 8 I 

Date: 6/5/74 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in 
(Type in plai1Uut or cotie) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I Via Airtel Airrua i 1 

(Prioriiy) I 

------------------------------------------------L---------
TO SAC, ST. WUIS (52-4356) 

SAC, MEMPHIS (52-3648) (ROC) FROM 

SUBJECT:~'~~~~~~~~~~-
MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC - M 
7 /12/73 
DGP 
00: St. Louis 

Re Memphis airtel to San Francisco, 5/23/74. 

', 
7 rff ices d isre ard investigation pending re 

born ~t Chicago, Illinois • ...._ _______ _ 
On 5/31/74, Medical 

b7C 

Administration, Veteran 11 n s (VAR) _____ _ 
.Mm· frees boro, Tenn., advised that 5SAN I 
1811, VA Claim # 13818540, was a patient at the VAH, ~-----~ 
1lurfreesboro, from l/24/G4 to 6/3/64 and from 7/30/64 to 
12/2/J1 and has not ~~en : patient there since that time. 
~ecords il:1dicate thai: lvA file was forwarded to the VAH, 
::3an Franc LSCO, Ca 1., in 1 72. 

Records at VAil, Murfreesboro, are very in:g;plete 

but in:i:a~e :hat~ ~ha: ~ee~ a patient I 1 I lover the past year and Sas 
oeen \\ 1 n" ~tt~rs :oa 10 government officials, botb 
Federal and state, for the past 10 years or more. The most 
recent correspondence in t Ile file at Murfreesboro is a letter 

(} - St. Louis 
2 - San Francisco 
2 - Seattle 
1 - Mer,1ph is 
HH/nkt 
(7) 

Approved: ?l~\ 
C' __ ,_, .__7~-- S.nt M Per . 

.. - -------- --"" --·-..&--.,;., ~.;.. __ ...... _.&.II;._ .. ~ .. 



-. 
fc 
~-, •... 
,· ·~· 

ME 52-3648 

fr OlrJL..i...-....l.t...1.1......,0l.il.L~;.m;;.:;ili:i.1~1.L.--------UJa.lJ;U;WiL.ji:IW..'-L:i..r Ul 
which . 'l'\ii.$ 
letter enc osed or e Sil.me orms '9h .,..~ 
previously mailed b o the St. Louis Off ige. tbil 
, eti·er is Tigned by nd g ivr address as_ I _ Tennessee~,-t~e-·lephone _ I ..._ _______ __. 

Tbe VAH records at Murfreesboro also 1 
as of 1 7 72 

1974, I 
t------..,.-""!"P __ ..a.:,T~e~n~n~·....;,;w~a~s:_:c;o7n_-t~a-c-t~e-d~~b-y~S~A~l----------..,.,--......1 

....._ ____________ ......,. which t ime she adv ised t pat 
she is i1e mot her ab· escr ibed as 
having been born Illinois. 
Si1e des er ibed him as n wh e , b* ha. ir blo d 

rt She advised her son 

is a constan e er 
Veterans Hos pita ls and 

octor in Nashvill_r-------------------------

1a government 
agencies s iou no v n , ck.now ledge her son's letters as 
he is a constant letter writer and imagines things. She 
advised that he lias been very upset about \Vat~~gate and 
recently a ;.1representative of the Secret Service talked to 
llc1· about llim. 

. I l advised t ha. t her sod left 
Nasiwille aooac aeek a~o and she has no idea where be is 
at the_ lJresent, but she advised that he goes away for trips 
of t hi;; type and she generally w il 1 hear fr om him in a mo.nth 
or two from:·;sD.llle distant location. She advised that she 

, - o i ea where he was now. ~he advised that her son d icl 

She WaG 

an used that the Feder a Government wou d even want ~..,o-..t~a:;;.;;;1.;:;k_ 
,....~t~o.i....1'~1·i~1J....i.h~e~c~a~1~1s""""'e....i.1h•e..._i~si....is•1~1~c~h...,lijali.....J.prolific letter writerj 
--~~~~~~~~~~~--' ---~~~ 

In view of ti1e above, no further act ion being 
t~ken by ~.Iemphis and this matter is being considered ref•rr.O 
upon completion to the office of origin. 

2 

.. 
<• 

b7C 
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TO 

OPTIONAL l'O!Uol NO. 10 
MAY 1• IEDIT-
GllA l'PMJt (41 ~) 101•11,e 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
: FILE (52-4856) DATE: 6/26/74 

FROM : SA~ .. -------.. 
b 7C 

SUBJECT~ 
..... IL\J ..... o-n--F-1·RE--A .... T~N-PR--c~-ftM~ .. 
7/12/73 
DGP 
00: St. Louis 

Today ,I I Post-Dispatch reporter, 
visited the SAC to shake hands and to discuss instant case. 
He specifically wanted to know if we had identified any 
suspects or whether I could say the fire was accidental or 
caused by arson. I told him that since we had not obtained 
an indictment or an arrest warrant, I of course could not 
identify any suspects but that no information had been devel­
oped that the fire was caused by arson. 

W~n 
(1 "'t... 

For record purposes. 



TO 

OPTIONAL l'"OltM NO, 10 
~ULY 1 •73 EDITION 
G9A FJ>MR C41 (:l'RJ 101.1 t,a 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 

SAC, SEATTLE (52-10737) (RUC) 

MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC - M 
7/12/73 
DGP 
00: ST. LOUIS 

DATE: 7 /18/74 

Re Memphis airtel to San Francisco, dated 5/23/74. 

On 6/28/74,~~~~~~~~~......,~~~ ....... ~--!""'-~-
-----' American Lake Veferarns Hosoi ta 1 Tacoma »asrin

1
.
5
gton, 

advised that the. file on_ • _ 
currently not in the files of American Lake Hospital but 
has been transferred to VA H~~--'L-, _,_ 0

--

1
Francisco, Calif-

ornia. I ladded thatl is known to him 

is a prolific letter writer, writing governors, congressmen. 
local law enforcement agencies and any other adaressl ) 
should come in contact with. 

In view of the above information, no further 
investigation is being conducted by this Division. 

~- St. Louis (52-4856) 
~- Memphis (52-3648) (Info) 

1 - Seattle (52-10737) 
CJW:ecf 
(4) 

b7C 



TO 

OPTIQNAL '°~ NO. 10 
t.1AV1•mmC1N 
IJSA """'" (41 CPll) IOl•l 1.1 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
.s;le ..> ~-r. Lo "'-' s <!._ '£ ·,,...' $"""~) Cp ) 

-··-·· 

FR.OM ~I I 
SUBJECT: I-:;: ::-=------;:=----____JI 

/o/~""14 h,;,e. 

7~/~-793 

...D~P 

J. ~. ~f. '0 ~,.s 
~ Ai'.teT-• 70 L/E' ~:J·?~ · ~ ~ /~.r ,,,-1 .,s- ~ Pll-'71AI? ,r.,Jl.-4 • ?V 

P'AI 7 .. ;/· 7~1 I #/r /A/r~v1~~0 .#r 

,.A.1JfP4.e. - e... ,,£7~ ~p,,,,,.,/4" ~/ /A/11w~tsPt:",e c~ 7~ p;~~ ~$ 
P/5se~d&O AV ,{;?~.-;e~tf!~P c::"D.r?~~r_,,,.,-,,,~-vr • 

I#Te-"""~~ dFI lv~.o~/.-D' 7/t'.,n- TN$ 64'-'~~~ 
/Al,..4,../n11/ll w#.r ,E,cAW"""'~r~'° ~.o ,,,,,,.v~ev~, ""-""~' 

I j.r,c,.-...,, .... /(./on"'"""" 4,,,,.,,.. r,.,,. ,,,.,.--= -1 I 
I ~,...,., &')v;t!!"A/ ro ~J<c~sr,v£- 7,A~k"~,._J,; b'1rN1~r ~.,r,,..r 
/,If/ Me ,,--; b 7 C 

/',4) 3-.I~ ¥4Y HreA/ p,e,-.,rr~P R.-e~A?'P/A/~ /IV~~ 

*I I /1'/,,r-¥veN ~..r ,,,v, /.V~P-~'~11,../ ~_,,AtP ""r..rr,.,A.IP~~' 
/# /l'f;/ H,.,,r#",.., / /'fvP 7,,e,,,e,,,1" ~~/./..tlU',r r- 4'~ 
/'oV~ltP ,.~ .r~~t!Jc./,I'~ /.,-,:r ~t?""'"~p~ r;+'ll'.re~ 
13£" (7£ u,6.£:::1 Q')'JAI Aee1,!'r- "P ~..uv~,,,,,,,-,dA.J ,-....e'o,,_,, 
..J #Al ,&",,e'.,,,,.J (' / .s ~ d • 



FD-302 IRE v. I 1-27 · 70) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tra ns"iption_~S~/-=2.&.../_._7-=4,__ __ 

I l 
I telephone number 

--~--~'!'-~-l-!!!!!w~as~~1~n~t~e~rv~1~e~w~e~ar.~~u~e!!!""""!wa~s!!!""-~1mm---e"!"""!'lld~l~a~te1y advised of the 
identity of the interviewing Agent, the nature of the interview, 
and that anything he said could be used in a court of law. 

r ladvised that he knows nothing about the fire 
at the m11itary records center in July of 1973, He said he 
discussed the matter with his mother when he visited her in 
Arkansas last spring, but never told her that he knew anything 
about how the fire got started. 

I lsaid he heard a lot of talk that the fire 
started from someone smoking tn the files. He said that prior 
to the fire he frequently observed people 3mnk1ng in the f1Jr 
•re•s epd the, be advised th.,., as well a - . 

that that should not be dona1>-.~~~~~~~-
--~~~~~~--

r-----lw~ d~ribed through observation and inter-
view as~ \ · 

Race: 
Date of birth: 
Place of blrth: 
Height: 
Weig.ht: 
Eyes: 
~ir: 
FO&ter mother: 
Natural parents: 

I 
5 '8" 
135 
Brown 
Black 

Unknown 

b7C 
Ill. 

7/29/74. st. Louis, Missouri File# SL 52-4856 -/'IS 
~~~~~-~~~~~-D-01-ed-ic-la-ted~_?_/_2_9_/_7_4~~~-~~ 

Tt'l\S docvment contalns nei1her recommendations nof conclusions of the fBI It is the properly of the FBI and i~ loaned to your agency: 

ii ond its conlenls are not to be dislribuled ovlside yovr agency 



SAC, SAN FRANCISCO 

SAC, ST. UXJIS (~2-4856) (P) 

MAJOR PIRE AT NPRC-M 
7/12/73 
DGP 

00: st. Louie 

9/30/74 

Be M .. phi& airtel to San Francisco, 5/23/74; and 
Seattle letter to St. Louis dated 7/18/74• copy attached. 

Filclosed tor San P'ra..ncisco is one copy of refen;njed 

O e letter to Stl L<>ui• wljich indicate• thatl _ 
VA File Nuaber. __ is located at the VA Hospital, 
anciaco, California. 

InaS11Uch •• the only invdstigation outstanding in 
this llUltter ia reYiew of tbe above i'A File, San Francisco 
is requested to expedite co•erage of its lead set forth in 
reterenced Meaphis airtel. 

{Enc. 1) 

/, 
-:-; I \­
. ' \ y 

b7 C 

' .. 
'l 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FON.I NO. 10 
MAY Illa EDrrlQN 
GSA ,,,...It {41 CPK) IOI·!!·• 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) 

...-. 

DATE: 11/21/74. 

PR~AC, SAN FRANCISCO (52-18349) (RUC) 

SUBJEcf 
~MA~. ~JnO~R~F~t•RE=-A~T--~~~-

NPRC - M 
7/12/73 
OOP 
00: ST. LOUIS 

Re letter from St. Louis to San Francisco, dated 
9/30/74, and letter from Memphis to St. Louis, dated 6/5/74. 

investigation on 
L..._.."""'!!""!!"""l"~ror-..--..JJ~;:...JJJJ:~:J.ls;~.Q.D.§....J.ll~~~;i,,referenced letter. 

medical records at 
A"m~~~""""~~~~~"ll:"T~"C"'W"""""~rancisco, California, 

any record concerning b 7 c 
advised that perhaps 
Office might be able 

I f~ei~~~{~4Aln1n1stration Regional Office, 211 Mlin 
Street, San Francisco advised that shr was 1mabl e to locate 
any file in the office under the name_~ith 
above SSAN and V inistration file claJ: :u:e:· 
On the day, advised that sher~--~_ 
number pu e locator and it indica e a the 
file o can be located at the Nashville Regional 
Office, ni Courthouse, 801 Broadway, Nashville, 
Tennessee 

Q St. Louis 
1 San Francisco 
JWR:klc 
(3) 

NOV 2 7 19J: 



UNITID STATES GOVERNMENT 

Mnnorandum 
TO SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) C DATE: 1/10/75 

PltOM ; ~---
SUBJECT: 

~JOR FIRE AT NPRC-M 
7/12/73 
OOP 
OO: SL 

Review of the above captioned investigation reveals 
that an admission of having set the fire was obtained from 
subject, a custodial worker at NPRC-M and that appropriate dis-
cus•ion was held with the u. Sl Attorney concerning =:::in:n: 
an tndictmept U S. Attorney 1ndic,ted that due tot___ _ _.I I _prosecution was iJi I • 
Evidence obtained during the investigation was presented by 
the u. s. Attorney to a federal grand jury on 10/31/73. 
The federal grand jury failed to vote an indictment, however, 
and investigation was closed. File was reoptn:: ":0

: ::
0 :1pt ot a portion of a military service record of _________ of 

Nashville, Tenneaaee who referred to the fir d e 
interview him was set out. A check of his military record 

~~:r::.:::: ~;::::dl::a::~~d~ !:~1~~t~!:~~~~~:3g~o~~~~ce, 
I I Tennessee who expressea 
sur rise that the Federal overnm.ent would want to tal • ._ __ __ 

She advised that 
an 

mer can 
Washing~on, advised that ________________________________ __ 

I r. prolific letter writer Who wrote Governors, Congress­
men, Law Enforcement Agencies and any other address he came in 
contact with. 

In vview of the condition ofl lno further inquiry 
and this case is being closed. ~~.2 _ ~S~ ··/'fl 

St. Louis "-"i" ' -~-=- ··--· 
/cw 

<.. 

FBl-SAJNTi LOUI .... 

5010·101·02 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regula on the P ayrolJ S afJing, r P)an f 

b7C 



Augutt 17, 1,76 

1500 hat Bama11ter .,.. 
J'.aneae City. Mia•ouri 64114 

Spec1al Agent r--1 of our St. Loub Offiee ha• 
adviaed me tha~ him on Wednea4ay evenina, 
•uauat 11, 1976. In that converMt1on you a4viet1d that 
you are in a poaition to naa tht penao who n1et" tu 
fire at th• Military Peraonnel -..orda Center in 1973. 
You aleo made mend.on of an impeacliag ftn. 

Pl .. •• be adviaed that th• Federal Bureau of Inve•tip• 
tiou (FBI) baa iuv.etiptive juri.cliction over th• mattan 
to -.thich you ab r.f•ROC•. 1 atrongly •UU••t that if 
you have any infornw.tion in your poa•eHion repl'dSJta any 
form of araon, attfJlllPted areon, or any plan.s fOT euch 
al"acm, you contact the St. Louie Office of the nI 
innedtately. I have notiflecl the r~ eubatance 
of your phone ce.11 to Spec1al Agent L___J 

Sincerely, 

PAUL W. MdLLIO'l.'T 
Director 
Pleld Inveetigationa Of tiee 
K&nu.1 City 

cc: 
FBI - St. Louis 

b7C 

-- --~--~-A l?Z_-'4 

r. H·- - :· ( -.._,, ~ ~ ' - t 

- I 
--~-L_Fi:Jl-ST. LOU,.;) l 



FEB 6 7 
62-0-17756 

. · ~ ·--- - . ~ .. 

IJl\N 6 7 
149~116-l""(~ 

-----
( I-56 70-0-145 

12/75 62-0-17756 

9-62 44-445-6 
~~; 

JUl 1976 66-2722Sub-II 
--------~------ --------~- -- L<l._ 

7~1;i:t;: 5175 66-2704-Subl 

-.:::~;.~~:'• *f~~~ 
' 

( Desc Mo. 

·;..-11'1 



. -- ,......_ 
On August 11, 1976, I l ~eived a telephone call at my i idence from a person 

• 
iaentifying himself as I trom McDonnell-

Dougi'as Aircraft Corporation and former Civil Servant. The call was received 

at about 7:00 p.m. and lasted. about 15 minutes. c::::Jadvised that he had 

received a copy of th~ FBI report on the 1973 fire at the Military Personnel 

Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri from some source via his rights unde~ 

the Freedom of Information Act. []indicated that he had read the report 

and in his opininion, it was inconclusive and was an FBI 11cover=up" of 

a serious attempt at Arson.by political figures that wanted records of 

some unspecified nature (I think tapes were mentioned) destroyed. Dalso 

mentioned that a person namedl l(sp7) 6f the General Accounting ~ffice, 
was not satisfied with the- FBI investigation ( I .think this may have come from 

the FBI report that he .supposedly had). Dstated that he had been attempting 

to get a copy of the GSA report on the fire but did not indicate what means 

or channel he was using ~o get the report. ~aid that he had ~etired from 

D b7 C McDonnell-Douglas after years of ~mployment and that he had been devoting 

most of his time to "investigating 11 the Military Personnel Record Center fire 

since his retirement since it (the fire) was similar to one the occured at 

another Federal (I think VA was mentioned) building some years past and he 

was sure that the fires was set by the same person. He also mentioned an 

impending fire but did not specify A location. He stated that he had talked 

with GSA Special Agentl ls.ome time in the Spring of 1976 and 

that I ~ad told him to contact him when he D ha9 more information. 

c==felt that he now had this information and had attempted to contact I 
and was furnished my name byl lat National Personnel Records Ce~n-t_e_r-,~~~ 
Civilian P~rsonnel Records, St. Louis, Missouri.I ~ndicated that he was 

now in a position to name the person that has "set" the fire at the Military 

Personnel Records Cepter and that he wanted to talk to a GSA Agent about it. 

Dstated that an interview would take about two (2) hours and he was agree­

able to any meeting place as long as he was able to tape the interv1ew so he 

- would be correctly quoted in any report. I asked few if any questions about the 

nature of the information he could furnish. I advised hi~ that it was not GSA 

policy to interfere in an other investigative agencies investigation or to . 
question their findings. I also said that as far as I personnally was concerned 

the FBI report was the final word on the cause of the fire. I advised him that 

I would consult higher authority regarding a possible interview and return his 

call as Sc:' n as I Jlad an opinion on the matter. 



• · i...,,a::,.: 

AUG 1 ~ 1976 

b7C 



... - ~ .• 

Oadvised me that he was staying inl I Missouri and he intended ta 

stay in the area until he heard from me. He appeared to be very knowledgeable 

of the.Records Center fire was very articulate, deliberate in his speech. 

He. did not sound emotional or excited. b7C 

Special Agent 



- -UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
1500 East Bannister -Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131 

August 17, 1976 

Harlan c. Phillips 
Special Agent-in-Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Rm 2704, 1520 Market Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63103 

Dear Mr. Phillips: 

Attached is a copy of a "Memorandum for ~~m:~ca.11&1~1.llg 
a telephone call receivedpb-....s...,.e_c_i_a_l;..;;;A;a;;;;e.n..._ __________ ....,...._.....,. 

:
!!: St ~011 is Office from I I Mj,:isouri. Also a c e s a copy o my 
e ter t fn response to his telephone call. 

It would appear from the remarks made b~that he may 
have had prior contact with your office or FBI Headquarters. 

I have advised Special Agent~£ this referral. If 
any further information is r~y Special Agend 
he will be in direct contact with your office. 1 ... ----

Sincerely, 

?h~~ 
cELLIOTT 

Director 
Field InYeetitta-tiBDS Office 
Kansas City 

Enclosurei-a 

AUG l D l 

b7C 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

C>t!NERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

August 30, 1976 

Harlan C. Phillips 
Special Agent-in-Charge 
Federal Burau of Investigation 
Rm 2704, 1520 Market Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63103 

Dear Mr. 

1500 East Bannister Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64131 

etter dated August 17, 1976, regarding 
is a copy of a letter dated August 22, 

If any further information is received, we will be in contact 
with your office. 

Sincerely, 

PAUL W. McELLIOTT 
Director 
Field Investigations Of £ice 
Kansas City 

Enclosure 

I su1r:cf:rn .. 
lsi::ur.:.rrn 

b7C 

lr--------.o.r 
I 

Keeb Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savinlls Bonds 



-

Mr. Paul w. McElliott6 Director 
Field Investigations trice 
General Services Administration 
1500 East Bannister Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 61+ll4 

Dear Mr. McElliott: 

lupat 22, 1976 

.. 
; ·-, 

Reference is made to your letter of August 171 1976. 

In my telephone conversation with GS! Special Agentl-~~~~~-, Au­
gust 11, 1976 I told hiJI that I had inf'ormation re!atfiii to the 
!"ire at the Military Records Center, OYerland, -Missourit July ll/12, 
1973, and that I would giYe him this intormat1on on con<litioQ that 
I wou1d be permitted to record the interview from begliininc to ena. 

______ I said that he thought that the GSA might
1 b~ unlfi,lling to b 7 c 

conduct an interview under such conditions. He promised, h01f8Ver, 
that he would relay my proposal to you and that you youl<1 write me. 
Your letter, rather than accepting my proposall Sa tul1t d~voted to 
a discussion that I had with GSA Special Agent_ _JMaY 19, 1976. 

An unsolicited. inquiry which I have recei~ed 1"rom a·Keaber of Con­
gress who appears to have an interest in the 11atter - in addition to 
in.formation which he did not describe - il)dicates a good possibility 
that you may be called upon in tb• courae o~ a Congressional hearing 
to explain why GS.A ia unwilling to permit the recording or an inter­
view relating to the fir•• 

The FBI and the Department of Justice have established a pattern ~ 
deceit in their investigation or the fire. I cannot understand 
GSA'a willingner~ta hecTe involved in the deceit. I have even bad 
lying .from your_ _ But perhaps deceit is being uaed in an 
effort to avoid volvement in deceit. 

My offer to I I which I am certain was relayed ~o you, is 
hereby wi tbc!r11o--a-lf?l-.--- · " ·· ' 1 

Vez:y trulr yours, 

---~ 
r ··­'. 



DI~R, RI 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P 

M.:Joa rum AT n~-11 
7/12/73 
DGP 
00: SL 

By letter dated 8/17/76, 

'/1/76 

P' ielc! Iavutigationa, Kann• City, aaour , s 
Adai ni•tration (GSA) adYiaed that Special Aqent: -------

~~ GSA It. ~J.1 Offiqc ~--~== 1 ~~~~= lia~rn 
on 8/11/76 C10DOernin9 captioned .. tter in whiob he •aid he 
waa in a po•ition to n ... the per•on who •set• tbe fire . 

.I 
1 I I enc~ a copy otr keport as well 

araply toL__Jxerox ooplea of vhleb are encloaed 
herewith. 

Indiaa. of the St. Louia Division disclose tbat 
I I Mo. , ha• had 
90l'91nou oorr~ with tbi St. t:Oula blvi•ion, and 
00111Fl.ainta in other .. tura haTe been received by the Bureau 

.. 09'eE' a n~r of yeara, ~cific reference is made to the tol­
lowia91 

Little~ letter to Bureau 2/5/63 (with enclo•urea); 

Buairtal 11/30/60 (with enclosure); and 

I I 
Little llock lettu 12/27/55, all captioned ..,.1 ___ _ 

""· _ _...._ ........ ncro--....,.MAlfIOB i.llG• (Crt.ataal Section) , aufile 
I I 

Bal•t to ..., ork 2/1/63, captioneJ 
Former Special A9ent•1 -----------

~ :ureau 
~!; Louis 

(3) t_y) 

·- ·· . .. ~ -- ... - . . 
( 

}?17;7~ 

b7 C 



SL 52-.fl!§ 

lleport of SAi I St. Louis, 
t/7/62, enti~led •y-s1ms 12> otfic:r• •lori••ant, Mia•ouri 
Polio. Depart11ent1 _ _ L VICTIM1 CIVIL 
RIQll'l'lw, with whion there were tran1mitted aa enclosure• 
~.1 i .. of • leturbe~ •mrapdl.W rt.ting out •om• of the 
babk9roWld eoncerningl _ 

Ho turther action ia being taken in this matter. 

2 

b7C 



TO 

ft OM 

UNITID STATBS OOVBRNMBNT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-, 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
CONCERNING FIRE AT NATIONAL 
PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER, 
9700 PAGE' sum, 1973 

DAT&: 8/11/80 

__ ............ ~ ................... ~this off ice was contacted by police officer 
PAGEDALE PD, tel no. 726-1200. I I advised 

-H~~~ ...... o-c-a~t-e--~7="""'l""'"""'"A~G~E~,""""'A~G~E=D~.-=-,""""l"I~ 
CONNOR DETECI'IVE 

received in the mail a letter 
TX., tel no . 

....,~l"'l'l""!!l!"!l""l~ll""""!~~""""''l!:"l!r~"""'l"l'~~a small note.--..-""'!!"'"""l""'!!!~er mentioned 
occassion a reference~to the fire at the 
center in 1973. It further talked about 

Police officer ldy:·;e~ t~at he resides at 
--------------..... ----~~e--~n-o~. and that he will be 
wo 1ng e am - ~m shi tl /8 , with the letter in 
his possession. J turther advised that the letter 
came to his old aux e a~ I but moved from that 
location in January 198d. 

Officer llwas advised that the FBI would recontact 
him and ~rangements to pick up the letter. 

Based on what writer heard over the telephone concerning 
the letter it could not be determined if the information 
was of any value to the FBI. 

Information purposes. 

1-
.,.. ............ .....1 ........ 

II 
SJR 

b7C 



UNITID STATES ~ENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) (C) DATB: 8/18/80 

FROM 

SUBJECT: MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
CONCERNING FIRE AT 
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER, 
9700 PAGE, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 1973 

On 8/11/80 a letter writtenl Ito 
O'Conner Detective and Security was seLc_u __ r_e•d __ f_r_o_m~I--------.-. ...... ....., 
Pagedale PD. 

A review of the letter indicates that the author is 
mentally disturbed and no further action is recommended. 

The letter has been made a part of the 1-A section 
of the file. 

IOll•llO 

SEARCBED_____INDEXID 
SEIU.WUD ,,'(Lt:D ,-

j_ . AUG 1 8 Sil ( 

b7C 



FD-159 (Rev. 2-8-78! 

\_ 

RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 

Orally _____ a, Ttlephene 8/24/81 
<date> . <date) 

written Com'llunle1tl on --.,._,_~-­
<date) 

lnf ormalion conceming

1
, ;: :~:;:~;:::;re r m the TOTAL '" •ALL MA TIERS" 

7/12/73 
DGP 
(00: SL) 

Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: 52-4856-179, and 
52-4856-164 

D On -------a continuing disclosure was initiated with 
(date) 

------------------and will be maintained until the con­
Cagency> 

cJusion of the investigation. 

O from informants 

O from complainants or. other .sources 

Information furnished to: Detective .. ,------------, DSN. II 
SLPD Bomb and Xrson, Stpb L............J 
444-5367 

Number of items disseminated: -------- b7C 

Remarks: I lrectuested identity ff suspect in captioned matter 
as a SLPU _home was burned as result of 
arson and SLPD informant information indicates that 
individual responsible for this arson is related to 
individual responsible for records center fire in 7/73. 

~t. Louis 

AEM 
(2) 

1 - 66-2340 e- 52-4856 

S~:ARCI , 
SERIALJ;i;fttW~!Wliljl.!.__. __ 

AUG ?i t119B1 
FIJl. ST. LO'"'."· 

FSf/OOJ 



--' 
C>mplal~ Form 
FD-71 (~. 8-29-74) 

NOTE; Hand print names legµ.fy; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 

lndlce&i D Negative ~See below 

Address of subject 

Race Sex · 

~e .,c w 
~ g Age 
-~-~ D Female 
.0 u 
~"' -~ Scars, marks or other data 

Facts of complaint 

Height 

Weight 

C!ll;; I ~:lainant 
1-ti.~taailrnl'T"l rerececeW1v~ea--------_J' ---

Hair lBuild 8irth date and -Bi-rth-pl-ace-

Eyes Co I · - -··mp ex ton Social Security Number 

b7C 

l.:;'··, ·i 

& -l&!f-c;{t;7 ··- !-· ... ·. ·· ··' lt-l 
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.,..:...... .. :-·--__,..--- ·_-.:___~.·=·-- ~ .. _..:,;._., ______ ---

-~·' ------·-

-----~----·-----·" ..... .. .. - ..... -·- ---- -·-



DATE: 

REPL.Y TO 
ATTN OF: 

SUBJ~: 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

S)J/J~ ,/ 
~trtfARK (70-0) (C-9) 

memorandum 

UNSUB; 
PIRE AT ST. LOUIS ARMY 

T'1X PERSONNEL CENTER, 
ST. LOUIS, MO 
7/12/73 
MISCBLLANEOUS INFORMATION 
CGR 

TO: SAC, ST. LOUIS. 

Enclosed for information and approp iate action as 
deeaed necessary is a copy of a.-.1..w.111.1.-..... ................ ...a1...a..11 ...... ""'-....1o.1.11.11i 

Newark Office from complainant, 

The Newarkllvision is not taking any i vestigative 
action regarding this matter. 

b7C 

I MAY 12 1982 
f"SI - ST. LOUIS 

t. Louis {BNC. 1) 

:rsb 
3) Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan I 

ewark 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. •o 
(REV. 7-711) 

'CI GPO; 1979 0-281-187 P .0. 4304 GSA l"PMR (41 CFR) •Ol-il.S 
1010-1 ll 




