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Subiect’s name and aliases

National Pergonnel Record
Center 9700 Page
Pogmible ArSon

7-12-73

Character of case

DGP-Arson Possgible

Complainant

Pd

Complaint received

] Personal g Telephonic Date

7-12-73
Ti

0100 am

me

Address of subject

Complainant's address and telephone number

Race Sex Height Hair

[] Male

Build

Age Weight Eyes
3 Female

Subject’s
Description

Complexion

Birth date and Birthplace

Scars, marks or other date

i

Facts of complaint

Centerwx was on fire and the entire 6th floor was ablaze and the 7o
local fire dept.’'s was fighting the blaze, the local Pd requested

FBI assistance in the fact that they suspect possible arson

|no§i!1ed

ABAC
s!g Lid

"
"
"
"
"
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"
"
"

Action Recommended

(Agent}

called this office and stated that the National Record
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FBI

Date:

|
I — o —— e — — —

Wr=s+ SL PLAIN | |
IMMEDIATE 7-12-73 VXJ
TO  DIRECTOR

FROM ST LOUIS (52-NEW)

-39 UNSUB MAJOR FIRE NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORD CENTER-MILITARY,

NPRC (NPRC-M), DGP- POSSIBLE ARSON, 00-SL

[2112:15 AM INSTANT DATE FIRE DISCOVERED BY FEDERAL PROTECTIVE
SERVICE (FPS) ON TOP FLOOR OF CAPTIONED RECORD CENTER. WHICH CONTAIN
30-TO 4¢ MILLION RECRRECORDS IN CUSTODIAN POSSESSTON GENERAL \
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (GSAY, WORLD WAR ONE, WORLD WAR TWO,POST WORLD
WAR TWO AND ALL OF DISCHARGED AIR FORCE PERSONNEL ,

FIRE PRESENTLY BURNING OUT OF CONTROL 04 SIX FLOOR , REMAINING
BUILDING. SUFFERING FXTENSIVE SMOKF AND S0NSOME WATFR DAMAGE.

FBIS OFFICE LOCATED THIS SITE NOT THUS FAR FFFECTED BY ACTIVE
'FIRE DAMAGED BUT IS SUBJECT TO SMOKE DAMAGE.

NO EMPLOYEES OTHER THAN CUSTODIANS WORKING AT LOAOCATION AOF
END PAGE ONE “**“=

égﬁ:%ﬁi-i?}__;_‘ :__INDEX e
SERiALIZED A EFLED. .
JUL 151973

FBI~3T. LGUIS

&”iﬁl Agent in Charge : S U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFCE: 1071 = 413138
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PAGE TWO
=52 NEY

)

FIRE WHEN FIRE BROKE OUT. NO INJURIES REPORTED SO FAR AND NOVInMEn-g_
IATE SUSPECTS SHOULD ARSON BE DETERMINED AS CAUSF. SCENE OF FI#E }
CAN'T BE REACHED DUE TO SEVERITY OF FIRE, BUT ARSON IS SUSPECTED
DUE TO LOCATION AND RAPID BREAK GUT AND RAPID SPREAD OF FIRE.
EIGHT FIRE TRUCKS AND FOUR SNORKELS REPRESENTING SIX ST LOUIS
COUNTIES COMMUNITIES FIRE DEPARTMENTS ON SCENE,

BUREAU WILL BE IMMIEDIATELY ADVISE OF DETAILS AS SITUATION
DEVELOPES
END |




NRAAET WA PLAIN
1@57AM URGENT 7/12/73 JXS
TO ALL SACS

From NIRECTAR 1P

MAJOR FIR%, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECHRNS CFMTER - MILITARY

(NPRC~-M), DWSTRIICTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPWRTY - POSSIBLE ARSON,

Do: ST, LOUIS.

AT 12215 A M. TODAY A MAJOR FIRW wa< NISCOVERED AT THF

NPRC-M, ST, LONIS, MISSOURI, FIRW CURRFNTLY 0OUT NF CONTROL AND.

POSSIRBILITY EXISTS ENTIRF CENTER MAY B% TOTAL L0OS<S,

ALL OFFICES DISCONTINUFY SENDING
AT NPRC-M UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, ST,
WHEN RECORD CHECKS CAN BE RESUMED,
END

FBI SL RCG

LFADS FOR CHECKX OF RY®CORDS

LOUIS ADVICGE ALL OFFICES

275G 3-”

S o
§£mmzm . NED.
il 191973

R7C



UNSUBS ;

MAJOR FIRE - NATIONAL PERSONNEL
RECORDS CENTER-MILITARY (NPRC-M),
ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

7/12/%3

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON

00: ST, LOUIS

At approximately 12:13 A M,, 7/12/73, a guard of
the Federal Protection Service, assigned to captioned
records center discovered a fire on the 6th floor near
the rear of that bhuilding, The guard was not in the
building at the time, He lmmediately reported the fire
to the duty desk sergeant and the two attempted to respond
to the 6th floor but were driven back by heavy smoke on
the 4th floor.

All surrounding fire departments immediately
responded to the fire which continued out of control
well into the morning,

At approximately 12:00 Noon, 7/12/73, available
reports indicated that the 6th floor of the NPRC-M wasg
complataly destroyed and the 5th floor partially destroyed,
There was extensive smoke and water damage to all other
flocrs,

Over 30 million military records, old and new,
were stored in this building.

Bomb and arson experts from the FBI lLaboratory,
Washington, D,C,, are on the scene conducting apprOpriate
investigation.

Log sheets listing both employees and visitors
to the building for 7/11/73 - 7/12/73, have been obtained
and leads are being set out to locate and interview identifiable

MEMO FOR ALL AGENTS
ST. LOUIS OFFICE 5 "3 j:)—-*/ 55 4
12/73 oy
SEARCHED. ..., NDEXED,,., .....
é- 52-4856 (40" o serinwes, FlLEDm
N - - i 3 214773 el :
8 Ea— } Lo
TRP:ck . -
(95) g o RID | !




UNSUBS ;

MAJOR FIRE - NATIONAL PERSONNEL
RECORDS CENTER-MILITARY (NPRC-M),
ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

7/12/73

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON

00: ST, LOUIS

persons listed on same,

In addition to Agents assigned leads pursuant
to this matter, all Agents are requested to lmmediately
contact law enforcement agencles, as well as loglcal
informants and all positive information should be routed
to St, Louls,file 52-4856,

AN AL
SAC /\" t”/s% C R A B




Transmit the following in

Via

FBI
Date: 7/12/73
PLAIN TEXT

{Type in plaintext or codel

TELETYPE NITEL B

OV

(Priority) I

TO : DIRECTOR
FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4856)

MAJO%,ﬁ;RE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M).
7/12/7

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS.

RE BU TEL CALL, 7/12/73.

REVIEW OF ST, LOUIS FILES DISCLOSE FOLLOWING FIRES REPORTED
TO ST, LOUIS FBI BETWEEN 7/1/72 TO PRESENT:

8/8/72, 12:45 P.M., TRASH CAN IN MEN'S RESTROOM, SECOND FLOOR,
FOUND BURNING. NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED.

8/8/72, 12:50 P.M,, TRASH CAN IN MEN'S RESTROOM ON FIRST
FLOOR FOUND ON FIRE, NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED,

8/23/72, 8:37 A.M., TRASH CAN IN LADIES RESTROOM ON FIFTH
FLOOR FOUND ON FIRE. NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED,

11/8/72, 9:00 A .M., TRASH CAN IN LADIES RESTROOM ON FOURTH
FLOOR FOUND BURNING. NO SUBJECTS DEVELOPED,

M%MJ

Yemraussssmendiil . SEARCHED

SERIALIZED .

ALL ABOVE INCIDENTS OCC - . INDEXED
CCURRED IN NPRC~M BUILDING FILED

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT ABOVE INCIDENTS ARE ONLY ONES REPORTED

S3t. Louis

TRR:1ha

AL ¥ A RO

(1) ‘ AN 2
y L \%‘ ! \ e
Approved: Sent” M Per - dr

s L
SDEC]'.tI]. nt in 'ChCIIQE U, S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1571 —413—135




FBiI

Date:

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or codel

Via {Priority)
_________________________________________________ L

SL 52-4856

PAGE TWO

TO FBI AND OTHER MINOR INCIDENTS MAY HAVE OCCURRED WHICH WERE

NOT REPORTED TO ST. LOUIS DIVISION, P

END

Approved: Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING QOFFICE; (971 —413-136



Transmit the following in

Via

FBI
Date: 7/12/73
PLAIN TEXT

{Type in plaintext or code)

.

TELETYPE URGENT _
____________________ E:fz"
TO DIRECTOR AND KANSASK!ITY
FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4856)

u74057;133 NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M).
)%

DGP ~ POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS.

RE ST, LOUIS TELETYPE 7/12/73.

BY WAY OF ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND, FIRE DISCOVERED BY FEDERAL
PROTECTIVE GUARD WHO OBSERVED SMOKE ON 4TH FLOOR OF THE RECORD
CENTER AT APPROXIMATELY 12:15 A.M,, 7/12/73. THE OVERLAND, MO,
FIRE DEPT. WAS CALLED AND RESPONDED SHORTLY THEREAFTER. THERE ARE
8 TO 10 FIRE DEPARTMENTS AT THE SCENE ATTEMPTING TO CONTROL THE
FIRE WHICH, AS OF 2 P.M., WAS NOT UNDER CONTROL. SO FAR, THERE
HAVE BEEN 6 FIREMEN INJURED EITHER FROM SHATTERING WINDOWS OR FROM
SMOKE INHALATION,

THE RECORP CENTER IS 6 FLOORS WITH 200,000 SQUARE FEET ESTIMATED
FOR EACH FLOOR, MAKING SPACE IN THE BUILDING APPROXIMATELY
1,200,000 SQUARE FEET, THE 6TH FLOOR OF THE CENTER IS WHERE THE
RECORDS OF WORLD WAR I, WORLD WAR II, POST WORLD WAR II, AND ALL
DISCHARGED AIR FORCE PERSONNEL ARE LOCATED., THE FIRE IS STILL

RAGING ON THIS FLOOR AND IT HAS BEEN ESTIMATED BY FIRE DEPARTMENT

St. LOU.II.S %-}‘L'\%bdﬁ
Cdbtihc '
a(l) | o / . p
Approved: \ \ L Sent " L M Per SERIALIZED e AXD)

o HDEXED
Spec mﬂt in Charge U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OF?il([:EF_D\BmM“‘»gw



FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or code)

- 1 .

{Priority)

SL 52-4856

PAGE TWO

PERSONNEL THAT THESE RECORDS WHICH NUMBER MORE THAN 30,000,000
HAVE BEEN DESTROYED.

THE 5TH FLOOR CONTAINS NAVY, MARINE AND COAST GUARD RECORDS
AND THUS FAR THE FIRE BAS NOT EXTENDED INTO THAT AREA, HOWEVER,
IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THERE IS APPROXIMATELY 3 AND ONE HALF FEET
OF WATER OOVERING THE 5TH FLOOR AND FIRE FIGHTERS ARE HOPEFUL
THAT THIS WATER WILL HELP TO CONTAIN THE FIRE FROM SPREADING TO
OTHER FLOORS, U. S, ARMY RESERVE RECORDS ARE MAINTAINED ON THE
4TH FLOOR. THERE IS A SERIOUS QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE 5TH FLOOR
WOULD HOLD THE WEIGHT OF THE WATER AND THE ROOF AND 6TH FLOOR
SHOULD THE 6TH FLOOR AND ROOF GIVE WAY,

DUE TO INTENSIVE HEAT AND SMOKE NO ONE HAS BEEN ABLE TO
ENTER BUILDING TO GET VISUAL OBSERVATION OF INTERIOR. ALL
ELECTRICAL POWER HAS BEEN DISCONNECTED, FBI SPACE LOCATED AT THE
CENTER IS ON THE 2ND FLOOR AND THUS FAR HAS BEEN AFFECTED BY SMOKE
ONLY. AGENTS AT SCENE UNDER PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF SAC AND ASAC

COORDINATING IN OFFICE,

FBI LABORATORY EXAMINERS » AND

ARRIVED ST, LOUIS 8:30 A,M, BUT DUE TO EXISTING CONDITIONB

Approved: Sent M Per
SDeCiGI Agent in 'Chcrge L. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1871 —413—135
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Date:
Transmit the following in
Vi (Priority)
__________________________________________________ I
SL 52-4856
PAGE THREE

HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONDUCT ANY WORK. EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION
BEING CONDUCTED RELATIVE TO INTERVIEWING EMPLOYEES, GUARDS,
VISITORS, ETC., DURING THE PERTINENT PERIOD, EVERY EFFORT WILL
BE MADE TO DETERMINE IF FIRE STARTED AS RESULT OF CRIMINAL ACT,
ESTABLISHING FEDERAL VIOLATION,

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS., P
END

Approved: Sent M Per
SDECiGI Agent ilf'l Chcrge U. S. COVERNMENT PRINTING QFFICE: 1971 —413=~135




(Mount Cligping in Space Below)
T (Mount Ulipping — ]

TETIeb ey, Y-16-63)

tIndirate page, name of
newspaper, city gnd state,}

P3, St. Louis Globe-

~Democra ocuis,
S . sSour
“Fire strikes Army facil ??' —
A general alarm fire swept ‘broken by heat amd wn&r

the sixth floor of the Army
* Records Center, $700 Page bl.,

" Overfand, shortly after mid—
" night Thursday. It is the na-
tion's major military records
[ centér.

Fire companies from the

Community Fire -Protection
District, COvetland, Wellston,
University City. Maryland
Helghts, Normandy and
Creve Coeur were still fight-

from snorkel and asrial
rets of the different fire
partments,

Onlockers onthe ground
they could see records -0
shelves burning.

Intense heat kept ﬁmm
from entering the huilding. %

At 1:40 a.m. firemen begén

megking an intense efforts to
reach the €Wth floor when it

gld

the fire at 1:30 a.m. was reported & man was
ﬁhﬂn 5 windows were trapped there wi it
Date: 7/12/73
Edition:
Auvthor:
Editor:
Title:

Charucter:
ot
Classification:

SL

Submitting Difjre:
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FD-36 {(Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: v/13/73
PLAIN TEXT

Transmit the following in
{ Type in plaointext or code)

Vig _ TELETYPE NITEL

(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR
KANSAS CITY
FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4856)

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M),
7/12/73. DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON., 00: ST. LOUVIS.

RE ST, LOUIS TEL TO BUREAU AND KANSAS CITY, 7/13/73.

FIRE ON THE 6TH FLOOR OF THE RECORDS CENTER HAS BEEN
EXTINGUISHED AND FIRE EQUIPMENT IN PROCESS OF BEING REMOVED FROM
SCENE. PERSONNEL STILL UNABLE TO ENTER CRITICAL AREAS OF THE
BUILDING DUE TO INTENSE HEAT., WHEN HEAT DISSIPATES AND DENSE
SMOKE CLEARS, ENGINEERS WILL ENTER BUILDING TO DETERMINE WHETHER
PERTINENT AREAS CONSIDERED SAFE FOR OTHER PERSONNEL TO ENTER
AND MAKE AN ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGE DONE TO RECORDS,

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. P

END
| 1~ St. Louis o
1 cop:iine mméﬁ:;d K

(1) SER!AUEEWW,
Wpexey
S R A

. | o

Q) £ (- ‘f/%

.f £m L7 |
Approved: L Sent LA LT v per UL

Special[mn Charge «0.5.&overnment Printing Office: 1072 — 455-574
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Transmit the following in

F Bl

Date: 7/14/73

{Type in plaintext or code!

. TELETYPE NITEL
Viag | —
(Priority)
e e e e e e ——_————— e — e | T I.._
TO: DIRECTOR
KANSAS CITY
FROM: ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P
MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER ~ MILITARY (NPRC-M),
7/12/73; DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON (00: ST. LOUIS)
RE ST.LOUIS TEL, 7/13/73
FIRE AT RECORD CENTER APPEARS TO BE UNDER CONTROL, FIRE=~

FIGHTERS INDICATE THERE ARE NO NOTICEABLE FLAMES, HOWEVER, HOT

SPOTS REMAIN ON SIXTH FLOOR AND WATER IS STILL BEING APPLIED,

INITIAL ESTIMATES AT THIS TIME LEND TOWARD TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF
SIXTH FLOOR STRUCTURALLY, AND IT IS DOUBTFUL ANY RECORDS CONTAINED

ON THE FLOOR HAVE SURVIVED, FIRE OFFICIALS AND BUILDING ENGINEERS
EXPRESSED ADDITIONRAL CONRCERN OF POSSIBILITY THAT SIXTH FLOOR MAY
COLLAPSE DUE TO DETERIORATION AND WEAKENING OF CONCRETI_E,G)HPOUN‘IED

{_ { - ST, LOUIS ,

Piprk S e ]

Ao SerRovEn

i 2 SERALIL AT

! ! u9 HDEXED

-} RUr £

Approved: ﬁ(}jd&}g/ - Sent /tC 43‘%0]\/[ Per P:Tm

il 7§
Spgcial Age:nlr in ®harge «U.5.Gbvernment Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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Transmit the following in _]'
|

|
S |
!

Date:
{Type in plaintext or code!
Via
(Priority)
_________________________________________________ ) I
SL 52-4856
PAGE TWO

BY THE COLLAPSE OF THE ENTIRE CENTER PORTION OF THE ROOF ONTO THE
SIXTH FLOOR, IF SIXTH FLOOR GIVES WAY, THIS COULD BRING SMOLDER-
ING MATERIAL ONTO FIFTH FLOOR, CREATING ADDITIONAL FIRE HAZARD.

THERE IS GENERAL OPTIMISM REGARDING ARCHIVES ON REMAINING
FLOORS OF BUILDING WHERE RECORDS SUFFERED SOME WATER DAMAGE, THE
EXTENT OF WHICH CANNOT YET BE DETERMINED, GEOLOGISTS AND BUILDING
ENGINEERS REMAIN AT THE SCENE, BUT INDICATE THE BUILDING IS NOT
SAFE TO ENTER YET TO DETERMINE EXTENT OF DAMAGE TO STRUCTURE AND
ARCHIVES AND MAY BE SEVERAL DAYS BEFORE SUCH A SURVEY MAY BE MADE,

CONTINUOUS LIAISON IS BEING MAINTAINED WITH FIRE OFFICIALS
AND ENGINEERS, AND THE BUREAU VWILL BE APPRAISED OF FURTHER DE-
VELOPMENTS . END,

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge #U.5.Government Printing Offlca: 1972 — 455-574




Transmit the following in

FB!
Date: 7/13/73
PLAIN TEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT

LD

— e e - — s

{Priority)

TO @ DIRECTOR
KANSAS CITY
FROM: ST. LOU1S (52-4856)

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -~ MILITARY (NPRC-M),

7/12/73. DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON, O00: ST. LOUIS.

RE ST. LOUIS TEL 7/12/73.

FIRE CONTINUES ON 6TH FLOOR OF RECORDS CENTER BUILDING AND
FIRE APPARATUS CONTINUES TO POUR WATER INTO BUILDING THROUGH
WINDOWS AND ROOF WHICH HAS PARTIALLY CAVED IN., AFTER SEVERAL
ATTEMPTS MADE BY FIRE FIGHTERS TO GET TO THE CENTER OF THE 6TH
FLOOR TO CONCENTRATE FLOW OF WATER IN THAT PORTION WHERE FIRE
IS MORE INTENSE, FIRE FIGHTERS WERE SUCCESSFUL IN GAINING ENTRY
INTO CENTER OF 6TH FLOOR AND WERE DIRECTING FLOW OF WATER IN ALL
DIRECTIONS FROM CENTER OF THE FLOOR, AFTER SHORT PERIOD OF TIME,
FIRE FIGHTERS WERE FORCED TO WITHDRAW FROM 6TH FLOOR AREA DUE TO
DANGER OF COLLAPSE. FIRE CHIEF HAS EXPRESSED OPINION THAT AS
BUILDING COOLS, A STRONG POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT ROOF PORTION OF
THE BUILDING WILL COLLAPSE., IT APPEARS THAT PROBABLY SOME TIME

z§f¢/

DURING THIS COMING WEEKEND HEAT AND SMOKE WILL HAVE REDUCED

St. Louis . D0 7 e

0¢

T e i o 'f]rﬁr g b —apnd
a L T”';,d/‘ ' 7:

M P LEQ?/zy/

v T hl
' A
- J A [ i ;
Approved: : Sent i er {
Specl ]' e t ln Charge U, 8. GOVERMNMENT PRINTING QFFICE: 1971 — Al3—135
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Transmit the following in

Date:

|
i
|
|
FBI :
|
|
1
|
(Type in plaintext or codel :

|

(Priority} |

SL 52-4856

PAGE TWO

THE POINT WHERE ENGINEERING PERSONNEL WILL BE ABLE TO ENTER
VARIOUS FLOORS IN THE BUILDING AND MAKE A DETERMINATION AS TO
WHETHER OR NOT OTHER PERSONNEL CAN ENTER BUILDING AND ASSESS DAMAGE

TO RECORDS UNDER SAFE CONDITIONS. b7

FBI LABORATORY EXAMINERS s AND

DEPARTED ST, LOUIS FOR RETURN TO WASHINGTON A, M, OF

7/13/73.

BUILDING ENGINEERS RELATE THAT THE CONCRETE WHICH MAKES UP
THE FLOORING WILL CRYSTALLIZE UNDER PROLONGED HEAT AND WILL
PROBABLY LOSE ITS WM STRENGTH AND THIS CONDITION HAS ALSO
CAUSED GREAT CONCERN AS TO WHETHER THE FLOORS WILL CONTINUE TO
HOLD OR WHETHER THEY WILL COLLAPSE, AS SOON AS ENTRY CAN BE
MADE INTO BUILDING UNDER SAFE CONDITIONS, FBI SPACE AT THE RECORDS
CENTER WILL BE ENTERED AND ALL CORRESPONDENCE REEATING TO FBI
RECORD CHECKS WILL BE RETRIEVED AS WELL AS ANY OTHER PROPERTY
BELONGING TO THE BUREAU, THERE ARE NO MANUALS OR HIGHLY SENSITIVE

MATERIAL IN THE OFFICE SPACE, BUILDING CONTINUES UNDER FULL SECURI&Y.

ALTHOUGH NO ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN MADE FROM A VISUAL OBSERVATION
OF THE INTERIOR DAMAGE TO RECORDS, IT WOULD APPEAR AT THIS POINT

Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge #U.5.Goverament Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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Transmit the following in —
|

|
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|

Date:
(Type in plaintext or code)
Via (Priority)
e b
SL 52-4856
PAGE THREE
THAT THE CHECKING OF MILITARY RECORDS WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR
A SUBSTANTIALLY LONG PERIOD OF TIME AND IT IS ALSO QUITE POSSIBLE
THAT WE MAY NEVER BE ABLE TO CHECK MILITARY RECORDS IN THE FURDRE.
THE BHREAU WILL CONTINUE TO BE APPRISED OF DEVELOPMENTS, P
END
Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge #U.5.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574



NROL SL PLATLY ‘
MITEL 7-15-73 BaH - o
0 oIrecTon R

KANSAS CITY

TRoM 8T, LOUIS (52-4856) P

HAJDR‘FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RFCORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-™,
7/12/733 DGP -~ POSSIBLE ARSON  (00: <T, LOUIS

RE SL TEL 7/14/73,

FIRE MARSHAL PVERLAND COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION

DISTRICT, ADVISES 6TH FLOOR OF RECORD CENTER QTILL EXTREMELY HOT
WITH FIRE SMOLDERING IN AREA BEMNEATH COLLAPSED ROOF AND INSIDE METAL -

FILE CABINETS, ONHE FIREMAN OVERCOME BY SMOKE AND HTAT, DUE TO GRAVY
b7

DOUBTS RE STRUCTURAL INTERRITY OF ENTIRE 3UILDING AND POSSIBILITY

OF FURTHER COLLAPSE OF €TH AND POSSIBLY 5TH FLOORS AS COOLING PRO-

m

il
i

CEEDS, ONLY FIREFIGHTING PFRSONNEL BETING PERPMITTED TO ENTER BUILDING

AND EXAMINATION OF FIRE SCENE NOT POSSIBLY, FIRE MARSHAL

ADVISES SAFE‘ACCESS-CANNOT BE GAINED PRIOR TO i2:0¢ NOON 7/16/73 AT

WHICH TIME STRUCTURAL AHALYSIS HOPED TO BE COMPLETE,

GSA OFFICIAL CNORDINATING SALVAGE AND CLEANUP, ADVISED

ON 7/15/73 THAT ENGINEERING TEAMS PRESENTLY EVALUATING STRUCTURAL

ENTEGRITY HOWEVER NO CONCLUSINN REACHED, ADVISED THAT BUILDING

’ \XEORNERS, FROM STH FLOOR TH NFAR GROUND LEVEL, OUT OF PLUMB AND

WWMWMWWMMWJ'W"HWHWWWWWWWWUY

WL
55EAR0HEB G
ERiS

ATRUCTURAL INTEGRITY OF BALANCE OF BUILDING I DOUBT. AS sag:gz,/\

E ONE
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Date:

(Type in plainzea:ct or code)

PAGE TwD

SL (52-4856)
PERMITS, PLANS T0 REMOVE BUILDING CONTEMTS FOR FITYSR CLEANUP

OR CONDEMNATION OF BUILDING, ADVISFS THAT STEFL REINFORCING L7

RGDS IN MAIN SUPPORTING COLUMNS ARE INTFRCONNECTED AND EXTREME
HEAT GENERATED QN 6TH FLOOR TRANSMITTED TN BEMAINDER OF 3UILDING,
CONTINUING INVESTIGATION HAS DEVELOPED #0 IMDICATION OF ARSON.
APPRAISAL OF CHITF FIRE PERSONREL, THAT FIRF SMOLDERED SEVERAL HOURS
PéIOR TO FULL BREAKOUT, NOT CONISISTENT WITH REPORTS OF CUSTODIAL AND
PROTECTIVE PERSONNEL %HO CLAIM INSPECTION REVEALF®D NO FIRE ON 6TH
FLOOR AREA ONE HOUR BE#ORF.FIBE DISCOVERED,
ST. LOUIS CONTINUING LIASION WITH FIRE OFFICIALS AND WILL ADVISE

OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS,

T
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 192 ZDITION
GSA FPMR (4 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

ASAC

Carburetor Co., 2840 N. spring.

vxy3

info concerning the Fire at NPRC

|stated that it was he who turned in the alarm in the fire at

NPRC and if we wished to talk to him, he can be reached at this no.

DATE: 7-13-73

Sie
Lo -4$5S6

b7
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 7/13/73

Missouri, telephone | was advised of the
identity of the i ng Agent and of the nature
of the interview, provided the following
information:

that he is employed by Carter
2840 North Spring, Overland,
Missouri. He rk on the night of July 11, 1973,

at 12:07 AM. atated that he was proceeding north
on Dielman and was approaching the railroad crossing

when he spotted a fire on the top fﬂnn:_ni_xhe record
center located at 4700 Page Avenue. stated that

he estimated the time that he saw the fire to be 12:12 AM
and he proceeded immediately to the s office of the
record center and reported the same. dvised

that when he noticed t the flames were from ten .
to 12 feet in height. .ﬁiilprovided the attached =
diagram of the building w a notation as to where

he saw the flames coming from.

Carburetor as a

evening of July 11, 1973. further advised that
from the intemnsity of the ames he felt that the fire
had been started at least one-half hour previously.

[:;::::szvised that he did not see any unusual
or fast-moving vehicles ongiffffflnielnan or Page on the

The following is a description of

Race: Caucasian
Sex: rlu.e
Date of birth: |

Place of birth: ¥o.
Social security
account number:

7/13/73 . St. Louis, Missouri .. SL 52-4856-/%

Interviewed on

° SA cw - . Oate dictated 7/13/73

= M + .
This dacument conlains neither recommenddtions nor canclusions at the FBI. I s the property of the FBl and is lcaned '0 your agency;
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcaiphion 7/1’373

v ent
| Missouri, telephone number | , Ras
advised of the identity of tﬂc:fff:ffj;wing Agent and eTe

the nature of the interview. rovided the
+ bllowing information:

[::::::::]atatod that she is employed by the U.S.
Army, Oftfice of the Adjutant General, Publicatioas
located at 1635 VWoodson Road, as a
She 'orkt:fff::fitt beginning at B and
ending at 7:45 AM. did vork on Wedneaday night,
or beginning on July 1l and ending om July 12, 1973,

advised that she was in her office
and received a call from |

who works shift and who had just departed
the area. advised her that the record center
building was on fire and that he was notifying security
guards.,

1 accompanied by a co-worker,
| | proceeded from their building to t rd
building by automobile. Neither she nor

eticed any unusual vehicles, fast-moving vehicles
or any other circumstance that would have caught their
attention. She advised that since she did not work
in the record center buildimg that the people standing
on the parking lot near the record center when she
arrived all looked strange to her.

ia described as follows:

— Race; Caucasian
Sex:
Date of birth:
Place of birth: Missouri

Social security
account number: | !

Automobile driven ile 98, navy blue,
on night of July registered to E
11, 1973: _

7/13/73 . St. Louis, Missouri SL 52-4856 - /-

lnterviewed an a File # _

B " ﬂl l), A e o Doie diciated 7/13/73

This documen! contains neither recommendglions nor conclusions ol the F8I. It is the property of the FBI and is logned to your agency;

it and its comlents are not to be distributed ouiside your ogency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of trenscription zt 131 za

Nisasouri, telephons mumber
of the ntity ot

was advised

viewing Agent and the nmature

of the interivew. ovided the following infor-

mations

q-um that he is a part-time or summer-
time employee of the Natiosal PFerseanel Records Ceater,

GBA Reserd Center, located at

computerised.

Heo began

employment on m and his
supervisor is Nis CORS of
files and attaching a when the file is ready to be

reviewing

gﬂatu that he werks the eveming sbift
which is from 4: p.m, to 123:30 he did .. work

advised that his
work is accomplished on the second floor of the record
center building and that on the eveaing of July 11, 1973,
he remained on the secoand floor from 4:05 p.m. through
12:25 a.m., with the exception of one-half hour from

on the svening of July 11, 1973,

8:00 to 8:30 p.n. when he went to the parking lot to his
car to eat lunch, He advised that he saw no unusual

people and noticed no unuswal activiiy oa the evening of
July 11, 1973 either while he was within the record center

buildint::f::f:fkh. was on the parking lot eating his

lunech,
to him,

tated that the svening seemed very common

tated that bhe heard no alarme, saw no
snoke or fire until he was leaving the building at
approximately 12:256 p.m, At this time he advised that
the second floor hall was amoky and that an elevator came
down from the top floors and it was filled with smoke,

Race: Caucasian

Sex: Male

Date of birth:

iz described as follows:

7/132/73

Interviewed on .ot

3t. Louis, Missouri Fie #

SL 52-#856 - /-

s 3;1.

This dotumenl conlains neither

late dictated

7/13/73

recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI it is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency;



SL 52-8856

Height: $'11”
Weight: 160 pounds
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Blue
Social Security
Number : .
Occupation: normally a student at the

University of Missouri,
Columbia to return in
September, 1973

iw
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/13/73

Date o transcription

Missouri, telephone | [was advised of the idemntity
of the interview Agent and of the nature of the
interview. provided the following information:

E::::::]advised that he is eq?;gxgg_gz_ghf
National Personmnel Records Center as a He

began employment on May 14, 1973, He is a rt-time or

summer employee. Hig supervisor 1:.%.:«1 he
gned to the evening shift, 4: to 12:30 AM.
stated that he did work om the night of July 11,

3, on the first floor of the records center building.

At no time did he go to any other floors of this building

and left the building at only one time, 8:00 to 8:30 PM

for lunch, until 12:10 PM when he went to the second floor

to obtain his workbox.

advigsed that he noted nothing unusual

and saw no new employees in or around the record center biC
on the night of July 11, 1973, He advised that he was

not aware of any left-wing or militant-type individuals
employed by the record center.

Edvised that prior to leaving, at
approximately $10 PM, he was accompanied by another
clerk to the second floor of this building where he
normally worked, to is workbox and return it
to the first rloor.l dvised that when he was
leaving the second floor the hall seemed smokpy and that
an elevator which had come down from a floor above the
second floor stopped on this floor and when the doors
opened it was filled with smoke.[ ____ Iadvised that he
did not know that there was a fire until the time he was
leaving the area at approximately 12:25 PM.

The following is a description of

Inmesviewed on

by

Race! Caucasian

fSex: Male
7/13/73 _ St. Louis, Missouri fie o L 832-4886
SA c‘ e Daote dictated 7/13/73 e

devimar ner ranclusions ol the SBL L is the property of the FBE ond is loaned to your sgency;



SL 52~4856

Date of birth:
Height:

Weight:

Hair:

Eyes:

Social security
account number:

Education:

Automobile:

|

5¥7n
153
Brown
Blue

Student, St. Louis University,

;:goring in paychkology
1 Buick Cemtury, white over

[ff::j::f?74 Missouri license

TF N
DI
S7 0
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Interviewed on at

by

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/13/73

Date of transcription

4
Lﬂissouri, telephone number was
[;;;;;;;;led at his residence and supplied the following
information:
| |adviuod that he has been employed at
the MilitaTy sonnel Records Center located at 9700 Page
Boulevard torr.nnzgxinggglf t oRr His principal
duties are as | ifurthor advised that
on the evening of July 11, 19 he a 4:00 PN,
to 12:30 A.N. shift., Om that dat;;f:;ff;ff:ladvisod that
he was working on the north side of the 6th floor damp
mopping and buffi oors, Accompanying him were two

young males named and (last Dames unknown).
These two individuals were assigned to work with him and

assist him in bis duties as part oﬁ_n_lnllan1gob program
instituted at the Records Center. tated that
aside from the two 15 minute breaks and the one~half hour
lunch period taken during the course of the eveaing, he

orking on the 6th floor for the entire evening.

advised that at no time did the two young men L7C
o work with him ever leave his sight. ;:f:;;::::::]

could not recall mything unusual transpiring during e

course of the evening and that up until the time he had

r_aiznﬂd_nnﬁ at 12:30 A,M,, i1t had been just an average day.
further advised that the only other people he

observed on the north s the 6th floor where he was
working was a man named (last name unknown) whose

job it was to walk through the building and inspect for

irregularities such ag fans left on that shouldn't have

been on, lights on, etc,

I Iudvised that at approximately 12:30 A M,
he was signing out on the lst floor and was waiting for the
guard to open the door so he could leave the building. At
that time he was in the company of several other custodians,
all of whom were unaware of any fire that might harn_hnnn___1
going in the building at that time, At this time,
stated, he was told by a supervisor to remain there for a

7/12/13 8t. Louis, Missouri s BSL 53-4856 - /7

@},@A kat 7/13/73

Doje dicioted

b osiement cantaine neither recommendations nor conclusions ol the FBY. It is the property af the FBI and is loonsd to your ogency;



SL 52-4856
PG:kmt

while due to the report of a fire in the building and
that his services might be needed in a su&
cleaning up operation, Shortly thereafter
stated that he was told to leave the bullding and go
home d that there was nothing further he could do,
[:;;;;;:f;;lstated that while driving out of the Records
plex, he observed several fire engines speeding

toward the Center and it was at that time that he first
realized the seriocusness of the fire,

ttuted that he has no idea how the
fire coul ave gstarted nor could he suggest any particular
person who might be responsible for startimg such a fire,

is described as follows:

Race Negro

8ex Male

Helght 58"

Weight 170 pounds

Date of Birth L |
Hair Gray

Eyes Brown

Social Security
Account Number

Ty
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FEDERAL BUREAYU OF INVESTIGATION

July 13, 1973

Date ol brgnser ipticn

Missouri, telephone _ J]employee,
Military Personnel Records Center (MPRC), 9700 Page
Boulevard, Overland, Missouri, advised as follows
concerning his knowledge of the fire that occurred at
MPRC on July 12, 1973:

dvised that he is a mner employee
at the MPRC and his supervisor is[;;:;:;;f::;:]

He
stated that he signed in for work H X, on
July 11, 1973, and signed out at 12:30 A,M, on July 12,
1973.

I Iadvised that he worked on the north
side of the s1ix oor from approximately 4:1 O

11;30 P .M, as a mopper and buffer with
[ | md T

The hallway.

He stated that he and persons working with him
left the sixth floor at 11:30 P.M. to put their equipment
away on the first floor.

p7C

advised that when he signed outat

12:30 A .M, he smelled smoke as he walked ators
r_nn_xhs_ﬂax_xn_mhﬁ_dgsr. He advised that] i
walked up to he and other men
standing near the front door and asked them to stay to help
find the fire and put it out.

GIE::::l::]_______Jadvised that he, l and a man last
nam took an elevator to the fifth oor but there
was too much smoke and they returned to the first floor and
departed the building,

He advised that he walked around the south
side of the building where a fire truek had just arrived
and he could see flames coming out of what he thought
was a fifth floor window, which seemed to be centered around

an electrical fan,

File #

s
by ‘*-—Six MNC: pdp,__% Date dicrated 7/13/73

This document wontuing neither seommendaticns 000 coacheacns of the FBL it s The praperty of the FBI and is loaned 1o YyOur agency;

nierviewed on_ o K/12/73 | pagedale, Missouri SL 52-4856 -/%
A ' -

i oand ity contents are noi to be distributed guiside your ngency.



SL 52-4856

_ Pdvised that he does not know how
the fire started and has no knowledge of anyone who
may do such & thing, He stated that when he left the
sixth floor at 11:30 P.M, there was no #ige of a fire.

The following is a description of | |

Name l‘!

Race egro _

Sex Male - biC

Date, place of birth | Missom

Neight , I

Weight 145

Bair Black

Eyes Brown

Address 7123 El Toro, Pagedale,
Missouri

Occupation Student, Normandy High School

Automobile 1967 Chevrolet Im
Missouri license

L



FECERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

e o 2 1/13/73

was ipterviewed at
his residemce., I Was advised of the imbexrvieving Agenis'
identities and the mature of the investigationa.

I:Iuhuod he in empleyed by G8A vwith the
Maintasanes Forcoe, Me gees te wvark areund 3:30 M e¢ach
day at the Matiean]l Pereonnsl Renesds Ceater (NEBC), HNis
Job comsists of remeving the Wrash cans frem the building.
e woerbs om all six floows, Om 12, 1973, e worked
his regular schedule and at 18:38 . o vAS on the first
fleor, Ne was there with other meghers of the Muninteupnmse
Force sigmnimg eut at the guard statien, B netiesd that
it guard was mot present, Semesas ia the crewd said that
the guard had goas out estigate a fire, A fevw

IIJM‘LL‘JT supery iser imstrusted
and four or five ethear employem to ge

up on the elev to_the fifth fleetr amd try te put th.

fire out, aad tesk ope of ¢ ol‘vltcr-

to the fifth fleor, Vien the door was epeasd

cribed the smobe as beiag z0o ad that yeu counld l.l'.l] soe

twe feet iz fromt eof your fase, Thay clesed t

1 slevasor and weat back te the first ﬂm.mm
teek a small freight elevater baek up te

floexr, but the smeks was just a8 had there =8 it was when

they traveled to the fifth fleer oa the large elevater.,

stated that he was oa time fifth floer at tely
1 and tiore was a0t oven a mmell of smebe,

stated he md »o informaticoa to indisate that semeens

might be respomsible for settiag thim fire., Ne speeulated

that it was peasibly an acoident caumed by sparis frem the

elestrical limes servicimg the large exbmust feams loented

at the ends of the Mallwvays of each floeor,

The following descriptive data was cbtained from
interview;

o —

Bex nle
Bate of birth [ ] at
Nisoouri
_1/(42,4:3 . Umivarsiky City, Me, .- AL 53-4868
sA[ I-‘

'_*D(V

B7C



SL 52-4856

Height

Weight

Hair

Eyes

Military service
Social Security

Account Number

Telephone mumber

5.'6“

175 pounds

Shert and grey
Brown ‘

U, S.Army, 1943-45
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FEDERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIGATION

July 13, 1973

Date ol transcription

Missouri, telephonqd _ Military
Personnel Records Center (MPRC), 9700 Page, Overland,
Missouri, advised as follows concerning his knowledge
of the fire that occurred on July 12, 1973, at MPRC:

J:;;;;tdvised that he is a summer employee
along wit ximately = oung people

under the supervision of honetic)
special project for the Civ ervice onnisaion.l
1973,

advised that he checked in at 3:30 P.N,, July 11,
and signed out at 12:30 A,M,, July 12, 19873,

and only

he left

Ldvised that he works on the second floor
leaves it to go to lunch on the fifth floor, ol

Ldvised that at approximately 12:10 A M,
the rgt floor to return files that he had

been working on and approximately 12:20 A M, returned

to the second floor to sign owt.FE;::::ldvised on his
returon to the second floor he cou smell dmoke on the

stalrs.,

He stated that at 12:10 A.M., when he was on the

stairway he did not smell smoke.

| advised that he does not know of anyone
a

who would ve started the fire at MPRC and has no knowledge
a8 to how it was started,

The following is a description of

Name |
Race te

Sex
Date, place of birth | Missourd
Height 5YG
Weight 130-140
Hair Bm® wn
Eyes n
Address
HISEOUIIL
Interviewed o ‘f‘ 7/2/73 Ei Affton' uisouri Fila # SL 52—4856 AJ&
g — JNC:pdp 7/13/73 B7C
by Cate dictated

S—

This document centoins neither recommendalions nor conclusions of the FBE It is the property of the FE8I and is Ioaned to your agency;

it and Us conmlenls are nol to be distribuvted oviside your agepcy.



SL 52-4856

Occupation

Automobile

Student, Oklahoma University,
Norman, Oklahoma

1971 Rambler Ambas r
Missouri license

b7



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

oo T/1B/T8

Missouri, telephene awmber

identity of
interview.

at the

terviewiag Ageat and the

a8 hdvined of the

aatere of the

provided the fellewiag infermstion:

ter and is enpleyed as a

stated that be is s swamer-

He is a stwdeat at the Paiversity of Nisseuwri ia Celummbia,
smjoring in Busiases Aduinistreatieoa and will be a sepbemere
when he returas to scheel in September, 1973,

is

Job consisits of cheeking files and attashing

recards center buildiag
4100 p.m, to 12:30 a.m.

en July 11, 1973,

a label to have the recerds cemputerined. His superviser
[ |vorks en the sssend floer of the
wverhs the evening shiéf,
advised that be did werk

advised that be remained on the seeond fleer /O

from appreximately 4:08 p.n. threugh 12:15 a.n. ewsept feor
the period 8;00 p.a. to O:Otl‘hu he wont te the fifth

flesr snack bar fer lumeh,

stated that he 8OV no ReWw

enpleyees or ARy suspicieus leeking people and there were no
ulusuRl ccsuranses ea the eveaing July 11, 1973,

ised that when he wont te the fifth
fleer oa July 11, 1973 at 8:00 p.u., bhe did et amsll smeke
and did met eee any fire. IBe advised that the first time
he know there was & fire was appreximately 12:30 a.n. whea
he wvas leaving the muilding te geo heme.

ina dencribed as follews:

Maoe: Causasian

Sex: I.-h_l

Inte of birth:

Height: 510"

Weight: 160 peunda

Eair: [‘-_l
__ __ _ _8ecial Security #: | J
e o T/13/78 . 8t, leuis, Migpsewri = .. :_ 8L 53-3886 -
' Y /. R AR 74 *: Vi ¢+ S

eriy ot the FBL and is loanea to your agency;



SL 52-3856

Father:

Mother:
Employment:

Baployee ldenti-

fication Number;

Missouri

I

National Personnel Records eTe
Center, GBA Record Center;
5/14/73 through present
(summer employment)




FEDERAL BUREAU OF (NVESTIGATION

e T/13/73

Missouri, was contacted regarding the fire at

the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC), 9700 Page
Boulevard on July 12, 1973,

advised he is employed at the NPRC as a
file clerk on temporary basis for the summer oaly. BHe
stated that during his mormal course of duiy, be works on
the first and second floer only., He stated that sometimes
he rides the elevator to the fifth floor to utilino_xha_____1
soack bar, but that he did not do that last night.

stated that, in fag night, he only went to the first
and second floor. [:;:f;;:JItItCG that he arrived at work

at 3:30 p.m., July , and left work at approximately
12:30 a.m., July 12, 1973,

|ltlt0d that he did not notice anything
unusual last night nor did be motice anything or any

perscoa of a suspicious nature.

uroisbed the following background 1nfor-bq

3

mation:
Social Security
Number :
NPRC Badge
Number:
Telephone Number:
Race: Yaite
Sex: Male
Height: 6!
Weight: 160 pounds
Dante of birth: | |
Hair: owh
Eyes: Haxel
Observatio i |h.dg. revealed that it
¥as a red badge, buti did not know the significance

of the color,

7/12/73 SL 52-4856

Ellisville, Missouri

—— N - “ile 7

SA (dle )1 7/13/73

LTl e e e Sl e 0t b S s p ety b b TRE aor e L aned 10y wr nge iy

34



SL 52-3856

b7C
Ldvinod that if he obtains any information
that might be helpful in solving this case, he would

immediately notify the Federal Bureau of Imvestigation,

i
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/13/73

Date of franscription

Missourl, telepbone number | [ was

advised of the nature of t iew and of the ideantity
of the interviewing Agent. provided the following
information:

[ Istated that she is a| eap1oyee at
the National MNrsonnel Records Cemter, d Center,
located at 9700 Page Avenus., BRYANT advised that she works

the evening shift from 4:00 p.m. through 12:30 a.m., and that
she did work on July 11, 1973,

stated that she is a| Pnplcyoo
assigned to the sixth floor, west end, o ¢ building,
8he advised that she was on the floor from 4:00 through

11:00 p.m. with § hour 30 to 8:00) for lunch, At 11:00
p.m, on July 11, 1973, left the sixth floor and went
to the second tloor to joln a friend of hers,

I advised that she noticed nothing unusual
on the evening of July 11, 1973 and to her knowledge, there

were no unusutl eaployees in ber area on that evening. B8he bL7C
advised that there are normally three custodial employees

on_ the sixth floer on the evening herself,
I P however,
on nig ) u%z 11, 1973, %horo wAS & MOPPIing crew

which comsisted of nd one new empleyee on
the floor also, [phonetic), who was assigned the
job of mepping all the corridors in the building.

stated that she noticed no smoke and saw

no flames from the fire at any time.Bhe advised she did not
know there was & fire until approximately 123:25 a.m, when she
left the building to go home for the evening,

is described as follows:

Race: Negro
Sex:
Date of birth: |
_ Place of birth: Nissouri
| Interviewed en 7/12/?3 at St, Lgllil, .m !ui File #&Mﬂ_

__Date diciated 'zt ‘3/73

o, SA ‘dls

3 i ency;
This dorument contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBl and is logned o your og ¥i

# and ils rontenis are nol to be distributed ourside your agendy.



8L 52-4856

Height: gran
Weight: 133 pounds
Social Security
Number H n7o

Employee ldentifi-
cation Number:
Employment: aAtiona rsonnel Records
Center, GSA Record Center;
64 vears

N



FD 202 RV 11 27.70;
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Cate of lranscription 7/13/73

|wts interviewed
at his residence, waAsS advised © @ interviewing Agents'

identities and the nature of the investigation.

sterted he was employed as a GSA Maintenance
employee and has been at the National PorlonTg;_ggggggg___j
Center (NPRC) since 1955, His supervisor is

He stated his job is to clean all the stairs and stairwells,
On July 12, 1973, he arrived at work at the NPRC at approx-
imately 3:10 P, He did not actually start work until

4:00 PM, He handles the work on all six floors and usually
begins at the top and works his way to the bottom floor.

He recalls finishing at approximately 11:30 PM, at which b7
time he returned to the fifth floor, west end of the builldir .
He usually checks this area two or three times in an evening
since the maintenance force congregates here on their breasks
because the f nk machines are located here, At
about 12:15 A:jf::f::fj;eturned to the first floor and checked
in his equipment, t 12:30 AM, he signed out on the sign-out
sheet provided at the guard station, The guard was not
present and a few minutes later he heard everyone talking
about smoke on the fifth floor, Shortly after that it was

learned that the fire going on upstairs on the fifth
or sixth floor. went outside and there he was able
to observe flame windows of the middle of the sixth

floor, He stated he had no idea who may have set the fire
if it is a case of arson, He has heard no cne talk of
attempting to destroy any of the records at the center.

The following descriptive data was obtained from
interview and observation:

Name | |

Race Negro

Sex

Date of birth at
Oklahoma

Height 579%"

Weight 142 pounds

Physical characteristics Short, greying hair, grey
mustache and goatee
b7C ——

Interviewed o: i‘ 12/73 al Univ@rsit] City, HO. File # SL 52"'4856 "“‘“ﬂ”/

by;_SA_ LL Date dictated 7/13/73
A

This document cantoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI 11 is the property of the FBI aad is looned to your agency;




SL 52-4856

Build Thin
Military service U, S, Army Engineers,
World War I, 1943-45
Auto ler
Current Missouri license b

Telephone number
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Interv

by
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcriphon 7/13/73

| kelephone number

I Military Personmel Records Ceater

0 e, Overland, Missouri, advised as follows
concerning bis knowledge of the fire that occurred July
12, 1973, at MPRC:

advised that he is a summer employee on &

special project for the Civil Service Administration and

his duties are to check files moper names and numbers
81lg

on military discharge files, advised that he arrived
on 3:45 PM 1, 1973, and out at 12:30 AM July
12, 1973, advised that he works on the second floor
of the MPRC, and that he only leaves the second floor at
6:00 o'clock and 10:00 PM for bresaks, and 8:00 PM for dinner,
He stated that he sometimes goes to the fifth floor cafeteria
to eat, but on July 11, 1973, he stayed on the second floor
all night,

[::;;;ladvised that he does not know of anyone who
would have 8 ed this fire at MPRC and has no knowledge
a8 to how it started.

The following is a description 04
Name |

b7C

Race - WhIte

Sex Male

Date of birth ]
Place of birth Missouri
Beight 5'11"

Weight 170 pounds

Hair Brown

Eyes

Social Security Number m

Education udent, « Louis University
Automobile rlﬂﬁﬂ_hlue10a-aro

Missouri license plate

ewed on

7/13/73 [ _Mo. File # SL_52-4856 >

SA
'J.mg——_{ o Dare dictated 2 t Iaz 23

is the anronarty of tha FRI and e lamnad tn s monsse
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7/13/73

Date of transcription

| |
Missouri, telephone number | | was interviewed
atl his resideace and supplied the following information:

has been employed at the Military
Personnel Records Cemter at 9700 ¢ Boulevard for
approximsately seven year [ lhdvised that he is
employed there as

On July 11, 1973, |stated
performing a 4:00 P.M. to 13:30 A ¥, shift,
further stated that for the entire tour of duty he was

r_!g;king_ﬁn the 4th floor performing general cleaning duties.
advised that during the course of the evening he

noted no irregularities or anything unusual that had

during the night. At approximately 12:30 A M,
dvised he went to the lst floor to sign out and
! e noticed omcoming fire eaginmes.

stated that he had no idea how the fire

could have started mor any suggestion of anyone whom he bic
knows who ceuld have been responsible for setting the fire
at the Reesands Center,
is described as follows:

Race Negro

Sex Male

Height 5t7n

Weight 170 pounds

Hair Black

Eyes

pate of Birth

Social Security

Account Number
7/12/13 ., 8t. Louis, Missouri 8L 52-4856 —~ ¢

Interviewed on [ File

Q¥ga kmt 7/13/73

by ‘ Date dictuted

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ol the FBi, |1 is the property of the FBl and is looned to your agency;
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Date of honscription

Was erviewed at his rzlidsnco and suppl

following information:

| Idviuod that he has been employed
at the MiITItary sonnel Records ed at 9700
Page Boulevard since May of 1973, stated that

his primcipal duties were as a[ alfixing labels

on files on the 23ad floor of the complex. |

advised that on July 11, 1973 he was periorming a 4:00 P.M.

to 12:30 A M, shift, To the best of hig recollection it

was a normml tour of duty. MNe moted mo irregularities nor
anything umusual traaspiring during the course of the o
evening. b

At approximately 12:30 A.M/ hdvised
that he signed out and at that time noticed omcoming fire
engines but advised there was a small fire some-
where in the area. stated that while driving out
of the complex and ck at the building, he did
notice Iflames on the 8th floor.

O

stated that he had no idea how the
fire could have started nor could e think of anyone who
could be responsible for starting el a fire at the Records

Center.,
The following description of |wns obtained:;
Race White
Bex Male
Helght 8"
Weight 150 pounds
Hair Black
Eyes Brown
Date of Birth
Social Becurity
Account Number
Interviewed on 7/12/73 af '.uter Grov." li.'ouri File # BL 53-4856 <7

Piisa |“"t 7/13/73

by Dgie dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. #1 1s the properiv of the FBl and is loaned o vour ngency:
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Date ol transcriphon 7/13/73

Missouri, TeTophione wumbey _ __—_Jwas Savised o The — b7
identity of terviewing Agent and the mature of the

interview, provided the following infermation:

stated that he is a| |employee at
the National Perscamel Records Center, GEA Ioaerr_ﬂlnil:‘__1
located 9700 Page Avenwe. He is assigmed to the

staff and is assigned the task of clesaing ash trays in the
corriders of all the fleors of the reeord ceater building.
DOYER stated that he was on all floors at least one time

in the evening of July 11, 1973, le advised that he was

on the sixth fllor at approximately 10:45 p.m, and at this
time be noted no unusual pecople or occurances, The only

when he was on the sixth floor was
anothor| |onployoo.

E;;:;;Jadvtlod that be did not smell any smoke or
see any f n he was on tbhe sixth floor amd did not

know there was a fire uatil approximately 12:25 a.m., when
he left going home.

is described as follows:

Bace: Caucasian
Sex: Male
Date of birth: | |
Height: ¥
Weight: 173 pounds
Eyes: Brown b7C
Hair: Gray
Social Security
Humber ;3

Buployee Identi-
fication Number:

7/13/73 . 8t. Louis, Missouri cie» 3L 52-4856 - 0./

b ’Q /{fd'l—h — S . _ Date dicigied 7/13/73 biC _

This documen! contains neither recommendeiions not cancluswons of the FBL U is the progerty of the FBl and s loaned ta your ngency;
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Date of transcription

7=16-73

Missouri | | 2 summer employee at Military

Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page, Overland, Missouri,

furnished the following information:

approximate;y ;:00 P.M.

arrived for work omn July 11,

1973 at

She worked the entire day on the

second floor of the Military Records Center. Her only
departure from the second floor area was at approximately

8:00 P,M, when she took her lunch hour,

At this time

she went to the fifth floor of this building. She
returned to the second floor

has been working as a
enter since May 14, 1973.

mately 8:30 P.M,
at the Records
vised that she

1e Records Center at approximately 12:30 AM,
ould furnish no additional details regarding the

this location and offered no suspects in this

matter.

The following description of
taken from observation and interview:

Name
Address

Telephone
Social Security
Number

Hair

Eyes

Helght

Weight

Date of Birth

Place of Birth

Government Identifi-

was

b

Missouri

|Missouri

cation Number
Position

Supervisor
Education

pariso Co ge,
Valpariso, Indiana

7=13=-73

Interviewed on

St. Charles, Missouri

SL 52=4856 -.07

File #

SA
by SA

Vi

i Aggiiss

This document conloins neither recammendations nor conclusions ot the FBI

7=-16-73

it is the property of the FBI and is looned to your ngency;
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T=-16-73

Date of transcription

| IMissouri, telephone number| _
employee at the Military Personnel Records Center, 9700
Page, Overland, Missouri, furnished the following
information regarding his activities on July 11, 1973:

pdvised he has been an employee at the
Military Personnel Records Center for approximately eight
years. He stated he would have his eigh ear anniversary
on August 18, 1973. On July 11, 1973, arrived at the
Records Center at approximately 3:55 P.M, He sigmnsd into the
Record nter at 4:00 P.M, and immediately went to perform
hisl duties on the firgt floor of this building.
He remalned on the first floor of the building until approximately
7:30 P.M, when he proceeded to the Snack Bar on he fifth
floor of the Records Center. He returned from the Snack
Bar at approximately 8:00 P,M., and resumed his duties
on the first floor. During his coffee break at 9:45 P M.
he went to the sixth floor of the Records Center_to
ge with a fellow by the name of b7C
could not furnish ast name; howeve jised
orks on the skth floor of this building.

d that there were approximately 15 people o €
ng this time. In addition to
at the Records Center and hiﬂ |
lso onthe sixth floor. He re
ere were three youngsters on the sixth floor at this time;
however, could not furnish the nan::ffhany other individuals

on the sixth floor at this time. eft the sixth floor
at approximately 10:00 P,M. He agaln returned to the first
floor and remained tj ntil he concluded his working
hours at 12:30 A.M.i@ff;:jleft through the east door of the
building and initially heard about_the fire in the building
while he was waiting to sign out.l could furnish no
suspects in this fire.

The following description ot bas taken from
observation and interview:

Nane
Address first
e 1loor,| | Missourai

7-12-73 St. Louis, Missouri SL 52-4856 - 3

Interviewed on ot File #

N SA s 7~16-73

Date dictaled

This document contoins neither recommendations not conclusions 3! the FBL 1l is the property of the FBl and is looned to your agency:
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Telephone number

Race

Sex

Height

Welight

Date of Birth

Place of Birth

Hair

Eyes

Social Security
Number

Government
Identification
Number

Education

Employment

[wo

Negro
Male
51 5n

Mississippi
Blac
Brown

+

Student, Ferest Park

Community College,

first semestier
Custodial labhorer for

General Services Administmtion,
at Military Personnel Records
Center
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7-16-73

Dale of Iranscription _,

_ number| | a] |
——u-p:ay::-:I'f::”EIEI:::§';f:f§-.1 Records Ceater,

Page, Overland, Missouri, furnished the followiag
information regarding his activities on July 11, 1973:

| |arrived at the Military Persomnel
Records Center at approximstely 3:30 P.M, a
Records Center at appreximately 18:30 .M. Tf;i;:f:ff:]
spent the entire day in Room 1080 on the firs oor
of the Records Center. His only departure from the
Records Center was for lunch at approximately 7

he returned to the Records Ceater at $:00 PN,
advigdd he left the Records Center aad

tchﬁn.__nh_lntk1d with
And on t juring this
- -f jsupervigor is E and bC
- his foremsan 1-| ould furnish 2
no suspects in 8 matter,

has been an employee at the Reco

y six vears. that
floer of
I kould furnigsh no further information
in this .

The following description of |was taken
from observation and interview:

the Records Center.

Name
Address
Missouri
Telephone
Race White
Sex Male
Height 5t10"
Weight 198
Eair Brown
Intarviewed on 7- 12-73 at St . John.l li‘.mri File # sL 52)-4356 1

by

___fs_‘_A_ '(\H- Dale dictated 7- 16—73

This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its conlents are nol to be distribvled outside vour aoency.
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Eyes

Social Security
Number

Date of Birth
Place of RBirth

Employment

U. 8. Government
Identification
Number

In

Hame]l

General

Services Administration,
Military Personmssl Records

Canter
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FBI
Date: 7/16/73

Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT

{Type in plaintext or code)

via _ TELETYPE URGENT

I O

(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR
FROM: 8T. LOUIS (52-4856)

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M),

7/12/73. DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON, 00: ST. LOUIS

RE ST. LOUIS TEL 7/15/73.

U. S. ARMY RESERVE CONTROL GROUP, WHICH OCCUPIES 3RD AND
4TH FLOORS, NPRC-M, ADVISED INSTANT DATE OTHER ST, LOUIS SPACE
HAS BEEN PROCURED IN WHICH TO CARRY OUT ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS
AS OCCUPANCY OF RECORDS CENTER DOUBTFUL BEFORE A YEAR IF BUILDING
IS NOT TOTALLY CONDEMNED,

ENGINEERING COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED TO DETERMINE WHETHER
BUILDING CAN BE SAFELY ENTERED AND ULTIMATELY SALVAGED, CONSISTING
OF FEDERAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS, AND OTHER ENGINEERING PERSONNEL
INDICATES 6TH FLOOR CAN ONLY BE ENTERED WITH GREAT RISK, SAFETY
f/ OF BALANCE OF BUILDING QUESTIONABLE; HOWEVER, WATER DAMAGE OF
RECORDS ON REMAINING FLOORS APPEARS MINIMAL,

ENGINEERING SURVEY HAS BEEN COMPLETED, HOWEVER, INFORMATION

BEING SUBMITTED TO COMPUTER FOR FINAL ANALYSIS AS TO S@FETY}OF;EEEi

R P IO
BUILDING, RESULTS TO BE RETURNED BY 7/18/73. :?R{;;LH:;)D .
SERIALIZED ;.o .
INGEXED
% ERSE’}ﬂcLouis FILED ".".’;%/Lﬁ/
(1)

L S - VR G
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FBI
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I
L
{Type in plaintext or codel :
|
et
|

Date:
Transmit the following in
Via (Priority}
______________________ -
e T
SL 52~4856
PAGE TWO

IN VIEW OF ABOVE NO EXTENSIVE EXAMINATION OF 6TH FLOOR
CONDUCTED; HOWEVER, PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIONS BY FIRE AND
ENGINEERING PERSONNEL DESCRIBED SCENE OF COMPLETE DEVASTATION
ON 6TH FLOOR WITH ENTIRE ROOF COLLAPSED,

FBI SRACE INTACT AND SECURE WITH NO WATER DAMAGE TO DOCUMENTS
BUT MUCH WATER IN SPACE, ENTRY OF BUILDING BELOW 6TH FLOOR FOR OTW
THAN EMERGENT REASONS NOT BEING PERMITTED PRIOR TO RECEIPT OF
COMPUTER ANALYSIS, P
END
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iE;tent Of F Fire At CenLe.l.;
L_g;d To S@;yrlty Des ign

By ROBERT CHRIgEaas— Abcut 20,000,600 mmtaré Eei-

Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

The vaultlike security con-|
struction of the Military Per-’
scnnel Records Center has
turned out to be the major rea-
son the “fireproof” building
blazed out of control for nearly
two days, the St. Louis County-
Fire Marshal said Saturday. X

- Fire Marshal James E. Holdi- |
nghaus said the Reconds Center |

- fire “‘shows what fire people in
the United States have been {
trying to get across about fires
in high-rise buildings, 1f the
proper safeguards are not built

-into the building, the fremen
don't have a chance. This is a
beautiful example.” C

The vblm, which was discoy-
ered eanly Thursday morning
the center at 9700 Page Avenid,
Overland, “amounted to a
dump fire six stores high,” he
said. “Such construction, with-

Gut adequate 'b-ullt-m safe- .

guards, expects too much of the
fire suppression services.

“There are enough thmvgs

that could have been built in —
smoke vents, heat vents in the
building ormo-f spriniclers,
monitoring systems — to pre-
vent this, or at least hold the |
fire in check until firemen ar. '
rive. Inthat type of building, if .
the firemen can't get inside,
‘fthere s N0 way to control the
ire.”

Holdinghaus pointed out that
the Federal Government was
not under state or local juris-
diction, although the Gorern-
ment usually complied with
building and fire code require-
ments,

“1 hope the Federal Govern- '
ment is prepared to learn some-
thifig from this fire,” he said,

The General Services Admin-
istration managés the butldmg
a cugtodial ;

e recortskept at the comter =

%Precox\ds were on

the sixth floor of the buildirg,
where the fire wad concentrated
and eventually controlled. Some
water damage is believed to
have ogcourred to0 records on
lower floors,

The building’'s concrete roof,
cohstructed to. allow future ex-
pansion, held heat and smoke
in the building, preventing fire-
ghen from entering the building
until Friday morning. :

Although federal investigating
teams are on hand to search .
for the cause of the blaze and
assess damages from fire and
water, officials of the GSA pre-
dicted it would be at least Tues-
day before investigators could .
reach the top of the building,

By that time, they believe,
the building will have stabilized
and the heat will be dissipat

eports that the fire was the

otk of an arsonist also will be
nvestigated.

Although some federal agen-

*cies contend that the records |

stored on the sixth floor are |
jrreplaceable, the Veterans Ad-
ministration has said it had
separate records. for the :
13,000,000 veterans and depend- .
ents now receiving benefits. l
The sixth floor housed rec-
ords of Army personnel who
served between World War 1
and the mid 1960s. and 30,000 |
containers of files of Army Alr |

Forces personnel in World War |

1L

Jeffrey Hillelson, regional ed- |
ministeator of GSA, said federal |
officials . had not.been able to
make & thorough evaluation of
the damage to records on other .
flodns that was caused by
smoké and water.

“There is three to three and
a half inches of water on the
first and second floors and as
much a8 tive to eight aend a half

the fourg and

sixth ,” he sai

=—tlemgre N0t in 8 00sition to
assess the damage to these rec-
ords until the firemen get out
of the building, which possibly
could be Sunday,” Hillelson
aid.

1 Microfilm, computer stora
ape decks and personnel fi

. employes who work at th

ecord Center were removed
tractor-trailer treck Thursda
sand taken to other storage
areas.

The GSA has the power to
leas¢ private warehouses and
request aid from other govern-
ment ingtallations to store any
records it wants to move from
the fire-damaged building.

Hitlelson said that, to s

knowlédge, there was no deji-
,nite contingency plan at te
record center to move Opeg-
tions to other locations in the
event of major disasters such
_as the fire.

‘“We will be getting into that
very soon,” he said.

“We always have contingency
plans which are prepared to
meet several types of emergen-
cy conditions but a disaster cf
this sort could not be forseen,”
Hillelson said.

The. regional administrator
said that Arthur Samson, na-
tional director of GSA, author-
ized him to get the record cen-

ter back into normal gaecatigy

e —
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“As part of that order, I have
appointed an ad hoc committee
to study all facets of the fire

and to make recommenda- .

tions,” Hillelson said.

Employes of the center have
been placed on administrative
feave with pay until they can
return to work, '

Des ‘A, Patterson, acting re-
gional commissioner of public
buildings service for GSA, was
appointed chairman of the com-
mittee.

Patterson, who was neached
by telephone athis Kansas
City, Kan. homs, said he had
flown to St. Louis Thursday te

by the -Army Comps of Engi-
neers, which was in charge of
the construction, and the Army,
which was to use the facili

“We toured several other
such storage installations
around the country,” Kassa-
baum said, “and none of them
had Sprinkier systems, Our
clients (the Coms and the
Army) said water was their
worst enemy, because it packed
paper together and made ink
run. Theéy said water damage
was much more severe than

any fire could be. We proposed ;

the sprinklers as an automatic
e

survey the fire and the damage.
However, he said he did nol
obtain sufficient informatior
that would indicate the specific .
areas his committee shouldin
vestigate first.
Patterson said he will try tc
convene the committee in St
ouis on Monday or Tuesday 1o
gin its work,
Other members of the com-
thittee include J. C. Spradley,
rector of design and construg-
tion division of GSA; Wendefl
Sisk, chief of the GSA acquis
tion branch; Harold Lowe, s
clal assistant to the regional ad-
ministrator; and James L.
Kealing, regional counsel,
Kenneth Bollard, comptroller
ol reserve comgonent of the
Army personnel and adminis-
tration center, and Forrest
Weir of the office of federal

records also were named to the |2

committee.

The center, costing $12,574,850.
in the early 1930s,contains
about 1,300,080 square feet of
space. It took about two years
to build and was completed in
1656.

One of the building's archi.
tects, George E. Kassabaum,
said Saturday he swas at a loss
to explain how thebuildi
evir caught fire or managed
bupn for several days.

To me, it’s inconceivabl
thgt this could happen,” s
Kassabaum, one of the mem-
hers of Hellmuth Obata & Kas-
sabaum architectural firm,

- “I don’t know what the filing
practices or housekeeping prac-
tices are now, but when the
building wa s constructed, all
material was to be filed in steel
filing cabinets. We designed the
building so that one standard
filing cabinet could be placec
atop another. If that's the way
they were doing things, wha
was available to burn?"

. Kassabaum said he supgester |

the of a sprinkfér systen|
‘?ﬁgroug%t the buildisy~Segy |
ever, the suggestion

asSumption, becausheble-deAd.

storage.”

Kassabaum said that no elec]

tronic surveillance system wa:
built into the building either
because such sophisticated de
tection systems were not availa
ble in those days. He said thi
building was designed to i
guarded through constant per
sonal surveillance,

When told of suggestion:
made by Holdinghaus to ven

- the fire through the roof

ke the concrete roof md
adeessible, Kassabaum said ti

- = ) —-‘ -
\d\esign specifications didn't ca
for anything like that.

«The idea was to have a

re building. The Army didn
ant a building that someon

. h@es to get inside. That ro

had to be built to withstand a

difional stories if the govern
ent ever wanted to expand.”

L

ing was to be used for paper

Kasgabaum said the buildin
omplied with the ‘building an
re codes in St. Louis Count

rH

R Svertand when it was

structed.

“But fire codes primarily are
concerned with protecting lives,
Thus, there arent too many
codes even today that require
something to protect the con:
tents of a building,” he said,

Although 10 St. Louis County
fire departments and a St

" Louis company were pressed

into service to fight the blaze,
University City Fife Chief
James Harvey said the county
municipalities inv o1 v e d still
were well protected. | :

“Ibelieve we could have
handled other. fire situations in
the county through our recipro-
cal aid agreements with other
departments that weren 'tin
volved in the Record Center

re,”” he said. ‘‘The county,

Hectively, has more fire ap.

ratus than the city.”

livette Fire Chief Joseph

Fitzmaurice, who sent one pum-
per to the fire scene, said the
city’s other fire apparatus re-
sponded to alarms in Olivette
and Creve Coeur during the
Overland crisis,

Fitzmaurice said the fire
posed no special problems for
fire fighters, “it was just one of

" those dogs that was hard to get

to.”

The General Services Admin-
-istration, wwhich took over own-
.ership of the building in 1960,
thad scheduled the instailation

i‘of a complete sprinkler system

-'in_the building beginning July

1975.

The  first floor and part of the
second floors already have
sprinkler systems, the GSA
said,

The GSA is “cautiously opti-
_—

mistic” about water &aﬁég?m

the building.

5 “One of the reasons is that

the intense heat from the fire
helped keep the fifth floor drier
than we anticipated. Also, all
the water has been draining
through stairwells, heating

. ducts, and elevator shafts, and

did not flood the main floorin
as badly as we thought, '

“Most filing cabinetsare
raised a short distance. off the
floor, which may also help sub-
stantially in reducing damage,”
the GSA spokesman in Wash-
ington said.

On the fifth floor are Navy
and Marine personnel records
dating from 1885, The fourth
floor contains records of Army
reservists both active and ina
tive, and two big comput
valued at 31,200,000 to handl
payrolls and to locate record
elsewhere in the building.

The third floor is used by the
Army also for employe stations
and administration.

Army records from 1960 to
the present; Navy and Marine
records from 1963 to the pre-
sent, and Air Forcerecords
from 1964 to the present are
housed on the second floor. The
first floor is for processing and
administration.

The Records Center was once
called the nation’s biggest filing
cabinet, The building is 778
feet long by 282 feet wide, and
contains 1,349,148 square feet of
floor space inciuding the base-
ment. A cafeteria in an adjoin-
ing one-story building accom-
modates 860 persons atone |
time. 1

There are seven acres of
glass windows.

The Records Cmermt

— -

G,
JEterans und other authorized

persons and agencies with veri-
fication of military service for
Social Security benefits, for-
wards of original records to the
Veterans Administration for ad-
judication of claims, handles re-
quests for replacement of dfs—
charge certificates, provides in-

formation for pensions,a
checks on decorations an
awards that are due form
sewicepen.

. T,
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Date of trenscription

?
residence. AIter being informed of the identities of

the interviewing Agents and the reason for the interview,
he provided the following information:

He has been an employee of the General Bervices
Administration (G8A) sincf_hging_511931r¢od from the Army
in 19989, He is curreantly in the File
rn-nzacxinn_nlrk Force and his immediate supervisor is

In his capacity as supervigor he hag a group
which contains nine file clerks. These file clerks
normally w he 2 floor file area of the Records
Center, mdﬂhoﬂ that the nine file clerks
he has un © students who are part-time Bummer

hires. He advised that most of these people are very

conscientious and good workers, and he is
would not have anything to do with arson,
advised that on the evening in question non

employees ventured above the and floor with the exception
of the lunch break, at which time several wemt to the L7C
vending machines for lunch on the fifth floor.

advised that at approximately

12:19 A.M. he brought his group from the 3nd floor to the
lst floor via the East freight elevator. During this time
he was not aware of any smoke in the elevator shafts.

At approximately 12:25 A .M. he and his group were released
from work and upon entering the hallway, he smelled what
appeared to be smoke. He then ventured to the East freight
elevator and saw smoke in the elevator shaft, At this time
he went to the 3rd floor in am attempt to locate the fire
but had to return to the 3md floor because of the large
amounts of smoke in the hallway,

advised that there is a saall

number of individuals who work ém the night shift, and he
knows mest of them by face only, He advised that on the
evening in question he did not see anyone who did not belong

s 7/13/73 _ st. louis, Missouri  _  SL 52-4856('3#
wi 84 k't
b \“}[ A Daie dicialed 7/13/73
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in the area and obser ch could be construed
as being suspicious. adviged that he hag
not heard of amnyone being dissatisfied or make any threats

to destroy Government property.

He advised that wirimg in the building, basically
wéring to the window fans, should be checked because he is
awvare that on numerous floors wires leading to these fans
or the fans themselves are faulty.

He advised that to his knowledge the only
individuals who have the ability to rove the eatire Records
Center area are the custodians,

When questioned further| !advised that
after returning to the 2nd floor and exiting ough the
West door, he observed an individual whom he had never seen
before standing outside on the steps. He falled to observe , -

an identification badge on this individual. He degcribed
the individual-as follows:

Race White

Sex Male

Age Early 30s

Height Approximately 5'10*

Weight 160 pounds

JAair Black

Complexion Fair

Clothing Yellow shirt and dark tie
After observing the individual| then

went to the South side of the building with [to
observe the fire and the above individual was not observed

at any other time during the evening.

o
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/13/73

Date o! transcription

: laa_cnninctad_lt1his
residence at| Mismouri,

He wasg advised of the identities of the interviewing
Agents and the reasen for the interview, after which he
provided the following information:

He has been employed by the General Services
Administration (G8A) for approximately 33 years and is

currently assigned to the Military Perso ) o
at 9700 Page Boulevard, He is currently
for a group idemtified as the File Perfection orce.,

He currently has one assistant, two supervisors, and four
control clerks who are permaneat £ivil Service employees.
The group also has 17 co e 8 ts who are hired only
for the Summer months. advised that the normal
working hours for his groupshke from 4:00 P M, to LE:30 A M.
with 15" breaks at 6:00 P.M. and 10:00 P.l“__Ihﬁ_llIIn_hrs
& lunch break from 8;00 P .M. to 8:30 PN,

advised that his Task Force group works mainly om the lst
floor and 3nd floor area of the RecordsCenter., Omn the
night in question no one from his group worked above the
2nd floor. The only exception to this would be during the
lunch break people under his coantrel might go to the 5th
floor canteen area to obtaim lunmch.

| advised that normally at approximately
12:10 A .M. ¢ individuals in his Task Force who are on the
2nd floor return to the lgt floor via the freight elevator
at the East end of the Records Center. Upon the employees'

return, they clean up and then ride the escalator to the 2nd
floor where they sign out at the West door.,

l lhdvised that none of his employees
complained:.about smoke in the elevator upon their return
to the lgt floor at 12:10 A M. At approximately 12:27 A M.
| teleused his employees to sign out. Upon
hallway next to the freight elevator he smelled
what appeared to be smoke. Upon investigating, he observed
that the elevator shaft contained smoke. At this point he

Interviewed on 7/12/73 at St. mui‘, Missouri Filo # 8L 52-4856 ;%

SA kmt
% A 7/13/73
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yelled to Yy there somewhere in the
building. nd a then rode the
freight elevator to e 3rd T 10 an attempt to locate

the fire. Upon arriving at the 3rd floor he observed
that the hallway was completely filled with smoke and
they could not venture any further,

advised that to his knowledge there
have been numerous disciplinary problems with individuals
who are on the janitorial staff at the Records Center.

He advised that these individuals have access to every
room in the Center,

In
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Date of ironscription 7/16/73

Missouri, telephone)| | was advised of the

identity of ing Agent and the nature of the
interview. rovided the following infor-
mation:

stated that she is employed by
ce of the Adjutant Gemeral as a

She works in the ?nhliﬂlliﬂﬂlﬁ
Center located at 1655 Woodson Road. advised

that she works from 11:15 PN through 7:45 AM and that
she did work on the night of July 11 through 12, 1973, bicC

dvised that she and a co-worker,

eard about the t?zl.l:nl_l_nﬂlrnter
he second shift, She
and roceeded to the record center build
automo e and parked on the east parking lot.

stated that when she saw the fire it appeare )

;er ;o be in three locations on the sixth floor. She

advised that on their way to the record cemter from
their office building there were no unusual vehicles
noticed and neither néticed any ‘unusual occurrances.
She advised that she is not familiar with very many
people working at the record center.

is described as follows:

Race: Negro

Sex: Female

Date of birth: ]
Place of birth: Illinois

Social security
account number: | I
Automobile: 1963 Plymouth Valiant, red

convertible with whit N
1973 Missouri liocense

Inferviewed on

by

7/13/73 ., University City, Mo, bl ¢ Sk 52-4856";§§é;

sA | ov 7/13/13

. Date dictated
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7-16-73

Dote ol ranscription

| was interviewed at his
home at Misgsouri and furnished

the following information:

_Iadvised that he is a at
the National Personnel Records Center - Military and
the 4 P M, to 12 P M, shift on July 11, 1973.
stated that on the night of July 11, 1973,

15 to 20 minutes after midnightl |
a guard at the Records Cenﬁfrj to m ere was a fire

on the 5th or 6th floor. tated that he was
instructed to stay at the Records Center until 3 A M,

| stated that on the night of July 11,
1973, the following people worked the 4 pP,M, to 12 P_M,
shift on the 6th floor at the Records Center:

B7C

klast name unknown), & student aid

Another student aid, name unknown, also worked that shift.

Iadvised that the following individuals worked
on the 5th floor on thenight of July 11, 1973:

stated that there possibly was another person

Interviewed on

This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI

St. Louis, Missouri - SL 52-4856.;E§§7
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working on the 5th floor that night but it so he could
not recall who it was.

stated that of the above mentioned people
he does not suspect any of them of setting a fire at the
Records Center.

stated that on the night of July 11, 1973 ~'C
he was on the 5th or 6th floor at approximately 10:30 P.M,
and at that time did not smell any smoke, see any strangers
or anything unusual.

oo
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Cale ot Iranscription 7-1b"73

Missouri, was interviewed and furnished the Ioliowing

intormation:

advised tiat e is a| |at the

National Personnel Records Center -~ Military, St. Louis,

shift on the nigat of

and worked the ¢ to 12 P M.
July 11, 1973. dvised that he only worked on the
tha a

third floor on 1
6th floors during his shift.

te and never went to the 5th or

tated that he knew of no one that might set

a fire in ;;e guilding; tiowever,

would notjty the
FBI immediately if he learned of anyone. advised that
he had worked at the Record Center for 25 years.

is a black male,
weight 140 pounds.

age 56, height 5'8",

b7

&

ipterviewed on 7= 12_73 ot

F-T

SA >
by DA BIL:ss
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7/171/73

Dole of ranscription

was contacted at his residence,
5932A Ridge Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri and provided
the following information:

He is employed as aI |by the General
Services Administration and works a he Military Record
Center on Page Avenue in Overland, Missouri, He reported
to work at approximately 3:45 p,m, on July 11, 1973 and
was assigned to his usual position of cleaning the bath-
rooms on the fifth floor. During the time that he
started and the time that he was forced to leave his area
he spent all but 15 minutes on the fifth floor, He
said that besides ifth floor he knew of two
other individualsJ i who usually gleans gn the
east end of the f£iTfth Iloor and a man named who
cleans on the west end of the fifth floor.

During the evening he was unaware of any
unusual activities nor did he have occasion to visit
the sixth floor of the bhuilding. [:;Eiadded, however,
that a spack bar is located on the fifth floor and that
this area is visited by many people during the course of
the day and evening,

added that he has been employed with the
government since 1942 and has worked at the Record Center
since it opened, He could not identify any one individual
or group of individuals who he might feel would be responsi-
ble for the fire at the Record Center,

also stated that he was born on
and that he 1s 5" 6" and weighs 140 pounds wi ac aLr
and brown eyes and that he is a Negro male,

imterviowed on_ /12773 o St, Louis, Missouri Fite # _SL 52-4856';5;6?
&

SA S :V]..S Dgle dictated 7/16/73
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- 7/17/73

Date of tronscriplion

I - acted at his residence,
L_'_'B" Missouri, telephone
number and provide e 1ollowing information:

He is employed by the Univac Corporation which
is a Division of Sperry Rand and that the main office
is located at 4100 Lindell in St. lLouis. He added that
Univac's largest installation is located at the Military
Record Center in Overland, Missouri, He stated because
of this, he uses this area as a starting point because
most of ij:fjlk involves the computer at the Record

Center, added, however, that he is also on call
during his working hours to report to other businesses
if problems occur with their computers.

On Wednesday, July 11, 1973, he reported to
work at the Military Record Center at approximately b7C
3:45 p.m, At 5:00 p.m,, he left the building in order
to go to another business that was experiencing trouble
with their computer installation and he did not return
to the Record Center, He stated the Univac Computer is
located on the fourth floor and that he and his associates
have nothing to do with the actual business operations of
the government but are only there to maintain services and
repair the computer, He stated that the computer operators
are employed by the government and that he has no close
working relationship with them and, therefore, does not
know any of then,

|stated that since he has worked at the
Military Record Center, he has never heard of any
individual or of any groups who would attempt to sabotage
the operation of the Record Center or who may have been
respongsible for any fires at the Record Center in the past,

The following is a description of

Nanme
Race ~ White

Jaterviewed on

7/13/73 _ St, Louls County, Missouri ~ SL 52-4856 -#)
' o
SAI :Vls Dale diclated 7/16/73
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Sex

Date of Birth
Height

Weight

Hair

Eyes

Black
Blue

1%



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/17/73

Cate Cttranse phon

| Hwas contacted at his resid
Illinois, telephone numberifff:]

|] 1t wag no e b nin ) ter-~
view that from was

stated that he has been emp the
Military Record Center for six years as a and
that he reported to work on nenday, July 12, 1973

at 3:30 p.m., His usual workigg B
to 12:30 a,m. and he is uswalillf
office in Section 5180 Nor th-liR" the fifth floor.

He spent the whole evening on the fifth floor and at
approximately 12:12 a,m,, he saw smoke in the area

around the east freight elevator bellowing from the

sixth floor, He went to the escalator and looked up B0
and saw smoke on the sixth flcor. At that same time

a fellow custodial worker, | | vho was
assigned to[f:f;fourth floor also appeared and saw the

are from 4:00 p.m,
M to clean the

smoke, He, immediately notified
of the Federa rotection Service of the smoke that he

saw, Prior to that time he did not notice nor smell

any smoke in his area. He added that the only time he

left the fifth floor was at approximately 7:30 to 8:00 p.m,
when he went to the maintenance room on the first floor,

He stated besides himself, he knew of three

other indivjduals working on the fifth floor,
a man named and He also stated that

at approximately 4:30[ came to the fourth
floor for a short while,

He stated, however, that approximately at

1:30 p.m,, he saw] Jon the east s
of the fifth floor. Ikarthiqmrt see which way
went but he thinks that was going to the four

floor to see his | He also
stated that he had heaxd thatfl Ihad formerly mn:de
for Famous Barr and
laterviewed orn 7/16/73 . at Alton . IlliDOiS Filg # SL 52—4856 '¢l/
RVa
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He stated that he also heard that
had swept the file area of the sixth floor sometime
during the evenig of July 12, 1973,

stated that when he first reported for

work on Wednesday, he noticed a large pile on the fifth

floor which contained a mop, dust, dirt and loose papers

and several cigarette butts nearby, He stated that this

was located in the malik file section of the fifth floor Sy
towards the back,

dded that he was aware of previous fires
and that he heard about the one in the custodial closet
on the fifth floor last week, He stated that only
members of the custodial staff have the keys to these
closets, He also stated that his custodial closet had
been broken into once but nothing was missing,

stated that since he has worked there

he has actually made notes of what he felt were faulty
electric switches and wires on the fifth floor and
that last year rewiring was done on the fifth floor
because of an extensive amount of short circuits, He
stated that on Wednesday evening he found eight lights
out and all of them had bad wires.

He also stated that about two to three years
ago there had been a fire in a trash barrel on the gsixth
floor but had been discovered byI I who had
extinguished the blaze,

tated although he could not think of
anyone who individually may have been responsible for
the fire on July 12, 1973 or any previous fires, He
felt that the security in the building was poor and people
could be found anywhere in the building including the
sixth floor even though they had no business in that part
of the building,

was asked if he had seen or had heard
about two youths being on the roof of the Record Center
onh either Tuesday or Wednesday evening and he stated that
as far as he knew there was no way to get to the top of
the building from inside,
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The following is a description of

Name
Race White

Sex Male

Date of Birth |__5 |
Helght o

Weight 200

Hair Black

Eyes Brown

Social Security
Account Number

j

3
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Daote o trana s pron 7(}1/713“ ——

was contacted at his residence,
| _ | Missouri and provided the
following information:

He is employed as a
Record Center in Overland, Missouril,
hours are from 4:00 p.,m, to 12:30 a.m.
however, that he did not work on Wednesday an
had 1m#t been at the Record Center_at 12:30 a.,m, on

Wednesday morning, July 11, 1973, ! Etated that
Wednesday night he and his wj ]l low
I_w.ar.lmr_a.t_th.Lnemird Center, and
wentm'uise on the Admiral on

at the Military
working

the Mississippi River, stated that he was on
annual leave for Wedne \t,

:E_‘ated that he knows three individuals
who arer_ and work on the s8ixth floor, These

individuals are as follows:

i and a man with
the last

He has never heard any of these three
individuals complain abqui_the Becord Center nor make
any threats agalnst it, also stated that when
he goes to as been driving a school boy by
the name of loyed at the Recor
for the summer as a not know

me but that MissourT,
stated that he does not know any of the custodial
e

mployees at the Record Center who could have set the

fire and he thinks they are all nice people to work

with, [::::E;]also stated that he was aware of the previous
fires only caugse of special precautions that were made
after they had occurred,

B7C

=4

stated that he is only working at the
Record Center for a little while and has only worked
there since October as he is attending school at the

Interviewad on 7/16/73 _ ot Kil]lOCh, HiSSOUri _ Fiie ¥ SL 52—"4856 '%
A
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University of Missouri at St. Louis in order to attain

a Business Adminktration Degree in Hospital Administration.

He added that he presently has a degree in Music,

The following is a description of

Name |
Race 9gro

Sex Male

Date of Birth | |
Height

Weight 200

Hair Black

Eyes Brown

Social Security
Account Number

|

B7C
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Doure ol U\:f‘vacr'lpho'\_;_r]/_luﬂ—--- -

l |was contacted at| |
nocls and provided the following
SINTOrMACION:

He has been employed at the Military Record
Center in Overland, Missouril, since May 15, 1973,

He is only employed there for the summer
as he is a full-time college student attending the
University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana, This
is the first year h at the Record Center,
He is employed as a iand he works from 4:00 p,m.
to 12:30 a.m, performling ese dutles, He stated that
mos3t of the time hils work keeps him on the second floor
although he has the chance in the performance of his
duties to also work on the first floor., He stated that he
has never been to the sixth floor of the building,
He also stated that although he usually eass on the
fifth floor, he thinks that on Wednesday night he and

a couple of friends went out to eat at a Burger King
Restaurant located nearby,

bicC

added that he was unaware of any
unusual activities ip the building until approximately
12.25 a.m, when he went up to the second floor from the
first floor and saw smoke and some firemen, At that
time he realized there was a fire in the building and
since his employment terminated at 12:30 a.m.,, he signed
out and left, He and several friends then went outside
and sat on the grass and watched the fire, He stated
that he ohserved the fire to be located on the sixth
floor on the backside of the building approximately

in the middle of the building.

stated that he wag not aware that there
had been previous fires in the building nor did he know
of anyone who might be responsible for previous fires or
the fire that occurred on July 12, 1973,

Intervviewed on__ 7/16/73 . .17713_311e\'11 .
A
by SA :Vls _ ._Date dictated ___ 7/16/73_4_7
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The following is a description of
obtained through interview:

Name |T |

Race hite

Sex [:ale L7
Date of Birth

Height M AL

Weight 150

Hair Brown

Eyes
Social Security

Account Number

o
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/17/73

Dote of transcription

L "ja_contacied ai the Orticg
of Sperry Rand Corporation,

Missouri and provided the following information:

He is employed as a Univac by
Sperry Rand and that his duties occasIonally take him
to the Military Record Center in Overland, Missouri,
He stated that he was there on Wednesday at approximately
1:00 p.m, and stayed there for approximately ten minutes.
His purpose at that time was to pick up a piece of test
equipment in order that he might test the equipment at
another computer installation,

stated that he works various

shifts but does not spend all of his time at the

Record Center, He does not associate with the Government
employees at the Record Center and has no knowledge of
their activities nor could he provide any possible
identity to anyone who might have been responsible

for the fire at the Record Center,

The following is a description of

Name

Race ~White

Sex Male

Date of Birth p
Height 1"

Weight 150

Hair Blond

Eyes —Blua

Social Security
Account Number
Address

Missouri
Telephone

o St. Louis, Missouri fe ¢ Sk 52-4856”%44/

A

7/13/73

Interviewed on

by SA v 1s Date dictated 7/16/73

This document comdains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI ‘and is looned to your agency;

b7C



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/;7/73_

I |
Missouri, telephone number] | employee
at the Military Personpel Records Center (MPRC), 9700 Page
Boulevard, Overland, Missourl) was advised of the identities
of the interviewing Agents and that he was being re-interviewed
concerning his knowledge of the fire that occurred at MPRC on
July 12, 1973.

| ) ummer employee at
MPRC and He stated that he
signed 1in : M. on July , 1973 and signed

out at 12:30 A,M, on July 12, 1973. e

He stated that after checking in, he went to[:::]
office and received his assignment for the day. He
stat that from 4:00 to 4;30 P,M, he emptied trash cans on
the first floor, He ad hat at 4:30 P.M, he received
his assignment rro-E;::iigzi:jto mop and buff the 6th floor
at the Bast end on e side of the building.

kdvised that he worked in a large room
which was ten lTee o the right of the passenger elevator
on the lefthand side of the hallway, He stated thisg room

is a large room filled with desks and five small offices for
secretaries or supervisors,

H orked vithl
and a man who plcks up papers

n s i} TI00T,

He advised that from 5:45 to 6:00 P.,M. he took a

sche T an d went to the Snack Bar on the 5t
with and He advised that he also saw
in the Snack Bar, om 7:30 to 8:00 P,M. is a sche

break for dinner and all persons working with him went to
the 1lst floor maintenanc to eat, From 9:45 to 10:00 P.M,.,
another break, ent to the Snadk Bar on the 5th
Tloor and lnd| stayed in the reem in 'Efff
they were wor g during 8 break, He advised that

came back at approximately 10:00 P,M,

7 6/73 Pagedale, Mimsouri ) SL 52-4856 ?/‘F_,
ﬁdyf 1 s ' ] »'!@:7 o 7 ’_/

TiplvEwgy of

b on T/AG/ TS
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He states that[:::::;]and[;:;;:]aud he left the
job at separate times between and PM, to get a
drink of water and use the bathroom. He states that the

longest any of them were away from each other during this
period of time was approximately three minutes.

Istated that at his scheduled lunch
break from 7: o 8:00 P While on the 1lst floor, he
went with[:::::;::::;:::::f:::;if::;;:nployee on the lst
floo where he was wor t night, He stated
that nted to show him the place where he was
working -- is place beint the :fin switchboard tolephone

room, He then stated that ccompani
6th floor at approximately . and that
stayed on the 6th floor until 8390 P.M., at whic
returned to the lst floor to werk,

1:00 P, ©°°F

he knew oubouts of a employee,
advised tha told them he no now his whereabouts.

He states that at approximately ]
e 6th floor looking for the orker
inquired about a
e whereabouts of this worker, advised that he

did not remember the name of the person was looking for.

He also stated that a Negro fellle with irst nam
ame to the 6th floo :00 P,M, to talk to
verheard her say to #It's 11:00 P.M."” He states
that shortly thereafter this e departed the 6th floor,

stated that he noticed while working on
the 6th floor that the electric clocks in the rooms he worked
in were not running. He states that he does not remember at
what time these clocks had stopped or if they were plugged

in but remembers that they did not have the correct time.
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advised that he and his fellow workers
stopped working and left the 6th floor at 11:30 P.M., and
all departed the 6th floor on the passenger elevator to
return to the lat floor to clean their equipment and put
it cleaning the equipment at 11:45 P.M, he

an went to another main office on the
1st floor and] and a Negro
nale with the last name of n 215 AM,, at

which time they left to go to the East end of the building
on the  1lst floor to sign out., He stated that on the way

to sign G : : aance room hy .1 >
out desk
12:25 A M, . I Y. : = WD FMance LU0
room and signed out.

I on the way to the maintenance
room at 12:20 A.,M, he smelled
smok n stated he also smelled

smoke at 12:30 A,M, as he pasged the passenger elevator after he
signed out,

He atates that he and a group of men were wailting on
the 1st floor for the guard to return so that they could be
let out of the by ol Lo to them and
stated he wanted ko stay because
there was a fire on the 5th floor and it needed to be located

t out, He states stayed because he wor
nd wanted to hel i
stayed with him becaume
advised that he,l and
another man who he did not know got on e ITelg evator

at the West end of the building and went to the 5th floor.
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He states that when the door opened on the 5th floor
all they could see was smoke and no flames, They

immediately closed the elevatox nd returned to
the lat floor. He stated that and the other man
got out of the elevator and walke owards the

the East end of the building. He advised that

and he saw al igoing up the escalator stairs,
which were not running, so they decided to follow him to
gsee if he needed ani helE. He states that between the 3rd

and 4th floors the urned around and asked them who

and what ey were doing o calator stairs.
stated that he advised the hat they worked
n e bulld wanted to help h needed help.,

He stated thaE:;:::]told them to go back downstairs and get pie
out of the b » He states that they returned to the

2nd floor and exited from the main entrance to the building.

stated that on the way out he met firemen
coming in and he told them that the 5th floor was full of
jnnka1 He states that after leaving the building he saw[____ ]

standing in a kind of a daze loockin bu e
stated that he tried to talk to but
acted as though he did not hear his questions and

T ned speechless, just looking up at the building.

He adviged that he could ny flames on the
West side of the building so he unde:;j;:;]valked aroumd to
the South side of the building at 14: .H. and saw flames
coming out of a 6th floor window, He states that also on
the South side of the building was the man who picks up
trash on the 6th floor watching the fire on the 6th floor.
He stated that he talked to him concerning the fire, Also
on the South side of the building was one fire truck.
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He advised that at 1:30 A.M, he and
left the South side of the building and returned to the
West side when the man standing with them stated that he 17/C
was going to move his car from one parking lot to another,

He mtat g to the West gide of the building,
he told nd the men talking with them that
they cou see e ames coming out of the bullding on the

South side and all these men returned with him at 1:35 AM,
to the South side of the building to look at the flames
coming out of the 6th floor windows.

He stated that at 2:20 A, ooked as though
the fire was under control, He and weat to the
Weat end éf the building, got into their car amd started
to depart for home, HNe stated that at this time he was
stopped by a Federal geempity guard amd asked who he was
and why he was in the area, He advised that he told the
guard he was an employee in the bullding and had heen
watching the fire from outside the bullding. He stated
that the guard took his name and let him depart for home,

| stated that he has never been on the
roof of MPRC an oes not have any knowledge of anyone
going to the roof or being on the roof the day before the
fire or the day of the fire, He alsgo advised that he does
not know of anyone who may have wanted to start this fire

or would have a reason to start this fire.

l !advised that there are eight doors
lettered 1] that lead to stairways on the 6th
floor. He states that doors A, B, D, F, and G are doorways

that lead to the roof and each doorway requires a key
bedére it can be opened.
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He also stated that he has never gone to
the file room area on the 6th floor and that he has

only worked loor one other time on a special
request fro .
sWES

| tdv:l.led that he believes that the
floor stripper, which is a liquid that he works with to
clean the floor, is a flammable liquid.

He stated that he does not know of any places
on the 6th floor where employees for MPRC go to hide when
they are supposed to be working. He states that he has
never smoked in a file area nor has he seen any other
employee do so.

|



[

TP AREY 1Y 20 70y

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7=16-73

Date of transcr iption

Missouri, a summer employee at the Military Personnel
Records Center, 9700 Page, Overland, Missouri, furnished
the following information:

|began working as a at the
Military Dersonnel Records Center on May 15, 1973

is a
student a uke (niversity n 8 employ in a summer
program at the Records Center.

On July 11, 1973, began work at

approximately 4:00 P.M, He was assigned to the second
floor of the building and remained there throughout
the day. His only departure from the second floor
of this building was during his lunch hour when he went
to the fifth floor. This occurred at approximately 8:00 P.M,
[Ef:fff rned to the second floor at approximately 8:30 P.M.

rcould furnish no information regarding the fire

at this 1ocatrgg nor could he offer any suspects in

this matter. left the bullding at approximately

12:25 AM. biC
The following description of was obtalned
from obsgervation and interview:
Name
Address L
Misgsouri
Telephone
Social Security
Number
Government
Identification
Number
Hair Blonde
Eyes Blue
Height 5'11"
Weight 155
Date of Birth ]
Place of Birth Jowa
Interviewed on 7— 13-73 ..G{; —IN Brent'ow’ uissouri File # SL 52-4856 ’%

by

S4A
SA _ MII:ss 7-16-73

_ _ Dave dictated

o eaihar recommendotions nor conclusioas of the FBI I is the properiy of the FB! ond is loconed o your agency;
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7-16-73

Daote oi transcription

Illinois,
telephonel_IJ_wam.ta.uled at her residence regarding
th af whose address was listed

asi advised that she had resided

at this residence lor approximately six weeks and had
purchased this house from Halloran Real Estate, Cahokia,

Illinois, telephope 337~ 4] She advised that she
did not know on and that she had been informed
by a neighbor tnat prior to her purchasing this residence

it had been unoccupied for approximately one year. She
related that she is also an employee of the Federal
Records Center, 9700 Page, St, Louis, Missouri and was
employed at this location for three years.

advised that she works on the first floor o € era

Records Center and her working hours i : to .

4:00 P.M, and she is classified as a ByC
She also advised that she had heard no conversation

to indicate that the fire at the Federal Records Center

had been set by anyone. She also advised that she had

heard no conversation which would indicate that anyone might
be planning to deliberately set fire to this building.

| advised that

deised that she reported to work
on July 12, 1973 T she had heard of the building being

on fire; however, returned to her residence when no employees
could be admitted.

7~-12-73
Interviewed an at

Centreville, Illinois _ = SL 52—4856rf@7

R

. sa ss 7-16~173

__ Daie diciated

~~ihar rpcommendalions nor conclusions of the FBIL [ is the properiy of the FBf and is loaned 1o your agency;
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Daote of ronscription

telephone
(9] r parents,
telephone

on she might have

regarding the fire at the Federal Records Center (FRC),
on the morning of July 12, 1973. b
>/
advised that she was employed the previous
evening with work hours from 4:00 P,M, on July 11, 1973
through 12:30 A.M, on July 12, 1973, She advised that
her first knowledge of the fire was on departing when
ed the firenln and police on the premnises.
i ]t} ked gt oor
| | " She related
| fis married to
B7C
injerviewed an 7_12-73 [ J—— St' Loui's’ Missouri File # SL 52-4856 ig

R
4 by

by SA 8s _Date dictated

7-16~73

f k- FRY N is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your ogency;
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7/17/713

| Missouri, telephone number| | was
NLerv ed and supplied the following information:

I I advised she has been an employee
of the reco center located lvd., Overland,
Missourl since June 11, 1873. states her

principal duties are that of and she

rks on the secgon oor O ® building.

~adviged that on July 11, 1973, she performed
a 4:00 to 12:30 AM shift, To the best of her knowledge
she stated that she observed nothimg out of the ordinary biC
take place during the course of the evening. She advised
for the major portion of the rxnninz_lha_l1- on the second
flo0or where she was assigned. states that at
approximately 12:30 AM while proceeding to the west side
of the building on the second floor to sign out she smelled

smoke . sure where the smoke was emanating
from, tates she signed out as sheusually
does an e en for bhome without any indication of
the seriousness of the fire that was taking place at the
center.

further advised she had no idea how
the fire could have started, and could think of no
individuals whom she feels could be responsible for
starting a fire at the record center.

7/13/73 Mehlville, Missouri _ sL 52-4856 4f7

W'Ysa prILIP GRIVAS: ow . 1/16/73
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July 17, 1973

THOMAS J. WRINKLE, 6238A Columbia, was
interviewed at the Olive Street News, 3808 Olive
Street, amd provided the following iaformatiom
regarding his presence at the Nilitary Persoanel
Records Cemter (MPRC) oa July 11, 1973,

Ne stated that he had talked to a friead
of his, MICRAEKL GRANRY, about obtaining iaformation
regardiag his GED which he ebtained while im the
service. Ne was told by GRAREY that there was &
pessaibility that his military record would be at the
NPRC and that be, GAANEY, would take him there to
find out 1f his reeord was, in faect, at the Records
Center. They weat to the Records Ceater om July 11,
1973, arriviag there at appreximately 9:15 A .M, He
stated that they could mot fiad aay of his records
there and weont to the fourth floor where they talked
to a chaplain friend of MIKXE's. While ia the cheplain's
office, they used the telephoae. They left the
chaplain's office and the Cemter at approximately 11:00 A M,

WRINKLE is described as follows:

Name THOMAS J., WRINKLE

Address 632984 Columbia, St. Louis,
Missouri

Race White

Sex Eale

Height é'1n

Weight 175

Date, place of birth

October 38, 1945, St, Louis,
Missouri

Eyes Blue
Bair Rrown
Social Security Number 493 -46-4807
Employed Olive Street News, 3608 Olive,
8t. Louis, Missouri
7/13/73 8t. Louis, Missouri SL 52-4856-:5{1?

SA HERMAN S. NICHMOLS M

1 pdp

7/17/73

P et b che BRI and s waned 1oy cue agency,
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furnished
the followimag imformation regarding the fire oa

July 13, 1973, at the NMilitary Perseasel Reeords

Cennter (MPRC), Overland, Missouri.

Iltltod she is l[::]yolr old college
student who was hired to work rnzilt_lha_lr-n-r at

the NPRC on May 14, 1973, as a Her usunrl
work hours are from 4:00 P N, to 13:30 A M, wveekdays.
She stated that she worked her uswal shift om July 11,
1973, where she was confined mesatly to the first floor.
She added, however, that she usually works oa the
second floor aad eats lumch at the smaekbar located

on the fifth floor. She added that as she was leaving
work at approximately 13:30 A M., July 18, 1873, she
had heard that a fire had started oa the sixth floeor
of the bulldiag and noeticed the fire trueks, etc.,

July 17, 1973

but had mot been advised prior to 13:30 that she or any biC
of her co-workers would have to leave the buildimg.
finally stated she has no idea
who could have possibly started the fire.
The following information was obtained through
interview and cbeervation:
Name
Date of birth
Addreas
—Miasouri
MPRC Badge number
Social Security Number
Height 5'am
Weight 110
Eyes Blue
Sex Fomale
Race White
7/13/13 . Webster Groves, Missouri 8L 52-4856—;fw

|
S‘l :pdp . 7/17/73

e e e e e ol . st T Ao e et b che BB ang w looned 0o yoor agenoy;
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Dole of transcrphon

|telephone b7C
nunber| !providod the following information with
regard to ] e at the Nilitary Personnel Records

Center (MPRC) om July 12, 1973;

% |stated that at approximately 10:50

to 11:10 P, M, on the night of July 11, 1973 he was at
Nelson's Driving Range which is located West of MPRC.
Whileat the range he could observe the West side of the
Center where he saw some six to eight rows of fluorescent
lights burning on the 6th flooxr., He stated that he

recalls this because to the best of his knowledge he

could not recall seeing that amount of lights on on the

top floor of the Records Center at that time of anight before,
He added that he goes to the Driving Range once or twice a
week and that this was the first time he had noticed any
lights on on the upper floor of ths building. He stated
that when he goes to the Range he usually arrives at

10:30 P M, and leaves at approximately 11:15 P.M,. He
stated that he contacted the Mary Ridge Police Department
who told him to contact the Federal Bureau of Investigation,

BY7C

Interviewed on a

by

7/16/73 Missouri s SL 52-4856 5‘;&/

SA fut 7/17/73

Date dictated ———

This document coniains neither recommeandalions nor conclusions of the FBL |t is the property of the FBI and is loaned 1o your agency;

ioand its

contents are nol to be distribuied outside your ngency.
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.. July 17, 1973

Illinois, provided the following imformation

regarding the fire at the Military Persoamel Records
Center (MPRC) om July 132, 1973:

|:r|-tntod that be is & | |
for the Sperry Uanivac _Coppany, located at 4}00 Lindell

Boulevard. HNe stated the
[f;;:rtor in wse oA the fourth floor at the WPIC.

stated on July 13, 1973, he digned in at 13:20 A M.
and while doing 520 he heard siream, stated that he
arrived for work at approximately the same time as the
fire trucks. As he was entering the buildimg, he saw
2 black female who he ka who works
on the fourth floor as a . 8She told
him that T_hﬁ_wa_unl computer room and
md asked to oall the guard
and find out where the smeke was coming from. Ne whs
later told by someeas that there was 2 fire oa the sixth
floor and that the fire department was on the way. While
still in the entrywgy to the and obtaining
his visitor's badge, be asked if they had shut
down the computers on the four oor and she said no. L7
He left the guard's desk and wemt to the fourth floor
where he talked to and & fireman who were stamding
in the barllway discussiag the fire. NRe canmot recasll
what they sald, however. Ne continued sia be
went into the computer room where he amd shut down
the computeres and retursed to the first oor and eventually
left the building at approximately 3:00 A M,

stated the fire appareatly had started
prior to his arrival at MPRC and that he bad seen fires

im the past located in the restroems from time to time

and has heard of others. He stated that in regard to

the fires in the past, it seemed to him that they nhlways
occurred after the second shift had left., The AM shift,
which is from approximately midaight to 8:00 A M,,
contains only computer operations people and a sgecurity
force. This amounts 10 no more than 13 people at the
Records Center during the early morming hours. This being

et 1/13/73 . 8t Louis, Misseuri . §L,,,,5,9-4355_53

_sA Y ipap . 7AT/73
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the case, any strangers in the wbuilding would be noticed.
Ho said he has mno idea who might have started the fire,
At approximately 6:30 A M, he returned to the MPRC

ta Processing Department
in the parkimg lot.

The following information was obtaimed through
interview amd observation:

Name
Date of birth
Social Becurity Number

Height "
Weight 140
Ryes Blue
Race Yhite
Sex Male

| [ S]
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July 17, 1973

lillouri,L‘ll'TIT3F7I‘iiI'I!'TI?’UTTV?‘Bffsif_liii

3608 Olive Street, 8t. Louis, Nissouri, and provided
the following imformationm:

[:::::::Ltatod he is employed at the Maintenance
Depariment of the Uniom Kledtric Company. Ne added
that he was employed 2t the Nilitary Perseanss] Records
Center (MPRC) while A Reservist frem Jaawary, 1973,
to Pehruary, 1973, a total time of appreximately six

wooks. HNe coatinued by -tat1nﬂ_tlnl_ll_ihn_-:linf of
July 11, 1'ﬂl__hn_snd_n_x:1-l went

| |

|
was im the service., At the MPRC they weat to the fourth
fleer where they talked to] | Be stated b7C
that they were im the Ceater ler approximstely ome and
one-half hours. They arrived at approximsately 9:15 AN,
and left at approximately 11:00 A M,

Be contacted the FBI after he heard about the
fire because he knew his aame weuld be om the guest register
and tit the FBI or someones would be talking to them sooner
or later,.

is described as follows:

Name | |
Height 5'11"

Weight 210

Eyos Blue

Bair Brown

Date of birth
Social Security Number

... 7/133/73 . _8t. Louis, Missouri .. . SL 52-4856 547/

/
N

SA I :p_d_L . Sute egledd o 1/17/_73

R O P S T LT E PSP POl PR PR T o ety Al the FEGand gy looned ta o age oy
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the following information:

E:::::]ltlt.d that he i employed at the

Military Persoamel Records Center (MPRC).
eveaing shift from 4:00 P.M. to 12:30 AM.

7/17/73

furnished

He works the
On July 11,

1973 he worked his regular shift and left at 12;30 A .M,
He ntated that as he was leaving he heard that there wae
a fire at the Cemter but knows nothing more with regard

to the fire,

He stated that he usually works on the 4th

floor, did mot work on the 6th floor at all the night of
July 11, amd went home right after his shift ended. He
also stated that he can think of no one who would wish
to mtart a fire at the Center and could furnish no
infemmation as to the fire itself,

interview

SA HERMNAN B, NICHOI.S\:klt

___3/11/73

The following information was obtained through

and obhservation:

Name

Race

Sex

Height

Weight

Eyes

Hair

Date of Birth
Place of Birth
MPRC Badge Number
SBocial Security
Account Number
Employment

Negro
Male
5'7"
215 pounds
Brown

k

(no middle name)

Misgimsmsippil

NPRC

meﬂwd, Missouri
e U

8L 53-4856 &

7/17/73
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G v e July 17/73.

On J111 16, 1973, was interviewed at
his residence, Missouri, and

furnished the following informmtion:

On the night of July 14, 1973__ha_1111nd to work
and P.R,
put him with

t part of the night
night with

and hFLLn_ur still on
f a stated that ork with

on the sixth floor at any time that night or any
o

er night,

stated that when he went up to the fifth
floor for break at around seven thirty, he walked up to the
sixth floor with to talk to him, but left after
his break and di ck up.

|advised thatl always gave him a
ride home a that on July 11, 1973, they were going to the

car at approximately 2:20 p.,m,, after watching the fire, and

were stopped by a seocurity guard who asked them who they
were and what they were doing. After telling the seourity
guard that they wopked in the building and that they had
stayed to watch the f{ire, they were allowed to leaw,

L7

july 16/73 St, Lowis, Missouri 5L 53-48% 57

S8A :1sl - July 17/73

[ERTERN]
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Date o} iranscrﬂpnonJul 17/73

on July lvas interviewed
&t his residence, Missouri, and
furnished the fol ng intor on:

!ntntod that on the night of July 11, 1973,
he wor : to 12:30 p.u, shift at the Natiomal
Personnel Records Center when he had been employed for
aprroximately seven months as a custodial eamployee,

OL;;:;;;::Ldvilod that he vorked in the second and
third £} previous night and ocoasion to go
to the fifth floor was for a Dbreak, stated that he
did not see anyone go to the sixth 2I66tr during thr_nizht_;n1
did not know who was working up there that night,

further advised that he knew most of the people working the

night shift and did not see anyone who was not usually
working at night, b7 C

10 e building at approximately 11:00 and bad hear

no mention of a fire at that time and had detected no smoke.

provided the following background infor-

mation:
Name:
DOB:
POB: Missouri
Height:
Weight: 175 pounds
Hair: Brown
Eyen: Brown
Education: Normandy High School,
8t, Louis, Nissourl
Residence:
Fillouri
Telephone number:
interviewed on Ju]‘_y 12/73 1] st. mui" li.’ouri File #M_ﬁ

by

8
sA PER ;181 July 17/73

__Date diciated

Thir Anram #n! conioins neither rerommendations nor condlutions ol the FBL 11 is the property of the F8l'and is looned Yo your agency;
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Date of hanscriphon J'I.Il 17/73 -

Oon J . was interviewed at
his residence, Missouri, and
furnished the folIToWing inlo on:

gsutad that on the night of July 11, 1873,
he worked e 4 to 12:30 p.m, shift at the NMational
Personnel Records Center and was just sbout to leave the
building when he heard that a fire had broken out,
advised that he worked on the first floor that night a

his only ococasion to go to the top two floors that night was
to go to the fifth floor at approximately 7:30 p.a, for a

break,
Ltatod that ho
r wear
and whose me he no

aw theSe 1ndividuals go upstairs at 5:00 p.m, and
saw 2 come down at approximately 11:30 p.m,

advised that his job wems te
a e had been doing that rting vork at o
e Keeords Center on June 18, 1973, stated that '

he did not see anyone who did not wor Records Center,
provided the following background infor~
mation:
Name :
DOB:
POB: Missouri
Hair:
Eyes:
Height:
Weight:
Bduos tion: High School,
ourl
Residence:
issouri
Telephone number
. July 13/73 . 8t, louis, Missouri . , 5L 52-4856 5g

Dk
8
SA PER:1s31 July 17/73

Oate dictated 00

by .- — —

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusians of the FBI 1l is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

L I e R A - T T
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___, By ANDREW WILSON -
Globe-Democrat Staff Writer

While records destroyed in the fire at the
Military Personnel Records Center here are
“a great loss,” the Veterans Administration
has other sources of information “that will
minimize any chance of a person losing a
legitimate claim,” a Veterans Administration
spokesman said Friday,

The fire that raged through the two-
block-long building at 9100 Page ave. in
Gvetland for more than 24 hours finally was
brought under control Friday morning.

The cause of the fire was undetermined,
and an arson investigation was being con-
ducted.

Flames are believed to have destroyed al-

most all of the Army’s records on.service-
tnen retired or discharged from 1912 to the
carly 1960s. These records were stored on
the sixth floor, where much of the fire was
concerttrated.

THE DEPARTMENT of Defense also re-
ported that records of more than 300,000 per-
sons released from A& Army in the Jast
three years were stared on the fire-damaged
sixth floor, including records of some cases
pending before the Army Discharge Review

. Board. The records were not formal dis-

charge papers, but release forms placing
servicemen on jnactive reserve,
. Brig. Gen. Louvis Prost, commander of the
U.S. Army Reserve Component, Personnel
and Administration Center, said less than I
per cent of the records involved cases pend-
ing before the review board.

Some records iof persphs dishonorabty dis-
charged from the Army would be in Army
morning reports on file with other agencies,
he said.

Dishqnorably discharged persons who tried
o conmeso their cases would cause problems

'not lost in smoZ
Ql.records,__gfflaals say-

if their records were destmyedmthe
morning reports do not detail the circum-
stances of their release from service, Prost
said.

AT A PRESS conference officials of the
General Services Administration were ques-
tioned - closely about the building’s design.
The record center has no fire walls to pre-
wvent flames from spreading and has sprink-
ler systems on only the first and part of the
second floors.

James B. Rhoads, a U. §. archivist from
Washington, D.C., said the GSA did not de-
sign the building and that it was transferred
from the aegis of the Department of De-
fense.

Asked if he would store important docu-
ments in any building that did net have fire
safeguards, regardless of the designer,
Rhoads replied, “Not voluntarily.” - :

Officials denied that any highly sensitive
documents or papers relating to national
security were lost in the fire.

THE REVIEW BOARD, an aide to Sym-
ington was told, hears appeals from persons °
“less than honorable” dis- :

who recetved
charges from the Army. The Defense De-
partment told Symington it is ‘“‘uncertain
now what impact will result” if records in
such appeals cases are lost.

A spokesman for the Veterans Administra-
tion in Washington, D.C., told The Globe-
Democrat the fire should have “no impact
on the 13 mitlion that are currently receiv-
ing VA benefits.”” Records of these persons
are filed in 57 Veterans Administration re-
gional offices, 169 hospitals and two insur-
ance centers, he saidf

“In addition to thise records,” the spokes-
man said, “the VA stil has other backup
files containing essential information that
would facilitate handling of new Catl
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wlrom ugsterans whose files may have been

destroyed in the fires.

'“Since 1968 our data processing center at
Austin, Tex., has kept computer master rec-
ords on Vietnam veterans discharged since
1968.” '

ALSQ IN WASHINGTON, the Veterans Ad-
ministration spekesman said, are master
computer records on 32 million living and
dead veterans of all the armed services. In-
cluded are dates, branch of service, charac-
ter of discharge and other information nec-
essary to process claims on school loans,
pensions and medical and hospital care.

‘The only serious problems, the spokesman
said, may be encountered by veterans dis-
charged more than five years ago who
make their first claim for some kind of Vet-
erans Administration service. However, he
said, most initial ¢taims are filed within five
years of discharge, so these cases would be
rare,

Even in cases where service-connected
disability records might be lost in the fire
the Veterans Administration ceuld have oth-
er ways of processing a claim, he added,
such as checking copies of records kept by
veterans, requesting affidavits from doc-
tors in military hospitals or friends and c¢i-
vilian medical treatment records.

IT WILL BE more of a problem for the

VA processing these claims but not for the

individual veteran, the spok &5 81 Yaid,
sinice other sources will have to be located
if needed information is found to be in fire-
destroyed records.

“We aren't saying it isn't a great loss,”
he stressed, “but we're trying to point out
that as far as VA records are concerned,
there are other records and sources of in-
formation that will minimize any chance of
a person losing & legitimate claim.”

He said widows of veterans who meet cer-
tain income criteria are eligible for pension
without having a complete record of the ve-
teran’s military service. Only the dates of
service, already on {ile with the Veterans
Administration, are required, he said. ~

An advisory committee to study all facets
of the fire has been appointed and will con-
vene no later than Tuesday, the GSA
announced Friday.

The committee is chaired by Dee A. Pat-
terson, acting regional commissioner of
public buildings. Other committee members
are J. C. Spradley, director of the design
and construction division; Wendell Sisk,
chief, acquisition branch; Harold Lowe,
special assistant to the regional administra-
tor, and James L, Kealing, regional couh-
sel. Kenneth Bollard, comptroller of e
reserve component at the center, and Fgr-
rest Weir, office of federal records, will
serve as ex-officio commitiee members,
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TO 3 DIRECTOR
FROM : ST. LOUIS (52~4856)

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M),

7/12/73, DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST, LOUIS,

ACCESS FOR EXAMINATION TO 6TH FLOOR, NPRC-M, GAINED NN
INSTANT DATE. THOROUGH EXAMINATION REFLECTS COMPLETE DEVASTATION
OF 6TH FLOOR WITH SMALL PERCENT OF RECORDS PARTIALLY 5@:‘2:‘f‘5
AND BALANCE TOTALLY DESTROYED,

NO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE OF ARSON UNCOVERED, PROBABLE ORIGINAL
SITE OF FIRE DETERMINED TO BE NEAR CENTER OF BUILDING WHICH IS
PRESENTLY BURIED UNDER TONS OF CONCRETE IN 2 TO 3 FEET OF WET
CHARRED RUBBLE FROM BURNED RECORDS.

DUE TO COLLAPSED NATURE OF ROOF WHICH WAS CONSTRUCTED OF
10 INCHES OF CONCRETE, THOROUGH EXAMINATION FOR ARSON WILL NOT BE
POSSIBLE AS ORIGINAL FIRE SITE PERMANENTLY INACCESSIBLE AND WILL
BE DEMOLISHED AS THE 6TH FLOOR IS REMOVED'Ji‘ HEAVY CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT,

OUTLOOK FOR BALANCE OF BUILDING APPEARS MORE FAVORABLE; HOWEVER,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS' CORE SAMPLES NOT IN AND FINAL
i 10O

- FILED £
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PAGE TWO

DETERMINATION STILL TO BE MADE, TENTATIVE PLANS OF RECORDS INCLUDE

REMOVAL OF ALL FILES FROM 4TH AND 3TH FLOORS WHICH INVOLVE ARMY
RESERVE AND ALL PERIODS OF NAVY SERVICE TCO TEMPORARY STORAGE
AREA, TOXIC. FOGGING OPERATIONS PLANNED FOR REMAINDER OF
BUILDING TO PRESERVE BALANCE OF RECORDS IN BUILDING FROM MILDEW
AND ROT, ST, LOUIS CONTINUING INTERVIEWS OF ALL PERSONS LOGGED
IN BUILDING AT TIME OF FIRE TOWARD POSSIBLE DETERMINATION OF
ARSON, HOWEVER, SEVERAL NATURAL CAUSES OF FIRE BEING CONSIDERED
BY EVALUATION COMMITTEES INCLUDE ACCIDENTAL, ELECTRICAL,

SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION AND SEVERAL OTHER CAUSES, ST. LOUIS

REMOVING BUREAU DOCUMENTS FROM BUREAU SPACE LOCATED THIS BUILDING

7/18/73. b
END




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

b . duly 17, 1973

was advised
of the identity of the interviewiag Ageal as well

as the fact that he was being interviewedasacerming

& possible federal vieolmtiom im commection with
destruction of Government property.

|advised that he is employed

at the Military Perseasel Records Ceater (MPRC) as

an intermitteat employee amd that his job is to
seArch for records. He hsa been employed there sinece
May 21, 1973, amnd works from 7:30 AN, to 4:00 P M,
on the sixth floor. HNe stated that om July 11, 1973,
he arrived at work as usual st approximately 7:15 AN,
and noticed mo umusual activities or imdividuzils

ok the sixth floor oa that day.

l |stated that about & week or
two ago he turned ok a fam on the sixth floor which
he described as a large ficor fam approximately 6°
high with 18" blades surrounded by wire protegtion.
Since these large fams often take several minutes
to reach their full speed, he did met stay to netice

whoether the blades began to turm or mot, 8 inutes -/
he was notified by a female employee,
[i;::j that that particular fan was sot to be B
the wire protection was beat and the blades would

not tura freely. He then observed 2 coasiderable amounmt
of smoke to be coming from the fam motor and mnot iced
that & small amoumt of oil had dripped from the fam oato
the floor, Aflter unplugging the fam, he wrote a saall
note on & piece of paper which said "Do not use™ and
taped this mote to the fan., Ne stated that simce that
time he haz never seenr ithe fan in use although it was
psver repaired or removed from the sixth floer. He
stated that he had no idea whether or not the fan could
have been the caume 0f the fire but felt that this
information may be of some use in determining the cause
of the fire.

Beo ias described as follows:

7/12/73 Normandy, Nissouri SL 53-4856 &/

i

r

i : pdp 7/16/73




SL 52-4856

Universit

Name
Address

Telephone
Race

Sex
Parents

Date of birth
Height

Weight

Hair

Eyes

Military sexvice

Social Security Number

| &

Missouri

Yaite

| |and

6 3"
160
Black
Brown

fone

is a full time student at 8t. Louis



FEDERAL BUREALU OF INVESTIGATION

_ July 17, 1973

l jvas advised of
the identity of the interviewimg Agent as well as the
fact thatshe was being interviewed conceraing & possible federal
violation in comnectioa with destruction of Government

property.

She advised she obtained summer employment
at the Military Persoanel Records Csater (MPRC) on
May 13, 1973, where she is employed im a file purifi-
cation project. 8She stated that she werks the 4:00 P .M,
to 12:30 A M, shift and that she arrived for work on
July 11, 1973, at 3:55 P, M, 3he stated that she spent
the eatire eveaing on the second floor and remained there
through her lumnch hour, She stated that at approximately
12:20 A .M, she was oh the first floor amd was ready
t0 go home when ahe heard somecotie sy that there was a
fire on the fourth floor. To satisfy ber curiosity she
took an elevator to the fourth floor amd observed
& consjderable amount of smoke; however, she did not
observe any fire and immediately returned to the first
floor and Mt the building, She resaimed in the biC
area:until approximately 3:00 A M, watching the buillding
burn and observing the firemea in action,

She stated that during the course of the
evening she noticed mothing umwsual and although she
is not familiar with all of the employses on he
second floor, she failed to obmerve anyome wvho looked
s though he did mot belong there.

is described as follows;

Nane |
Address
I Miesouri
Telephone
Race Waite
Sex Fomale
Date of birth B |
7/13/73 . Nermasdy, Miesouri ... SL 58-4856 ol

A
'iﬂgl spdp P T  | 74 &




SL 52-4856

Height 518"

Weight 125

Eyes Blue

Eair Black

Marital status rﬂlnlll___1

Parents and
___same pddress

Socisl Security Number

J, is a full time student at St. Louis
Universi .

| W



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- July 17, 1873

was Advised of the identity
of the 1nL3??I=FIl¢ Agont &s well as the fact that he

was beiang interviewed concerniag a posasible federal
violation in comnection with destructiom of Govermment
property.

I:ladvi-od that he has been smpleyed
iithllhl_ﬂ._l._llliile Persoasesl Records Center (MPRC)
as A for the past three years.
He advised that he bhas been workiag the 3:00 P, M, to 13:30 A M,
shift for the past year and that omn July 11, 1973, he
arrived at work at approximately 2:50 P .M, He stated he
spent the entire evening workimg on the fourth floor
and that shortly after 12 midnight he returned to the first
floor where he signed out and was waiting to go home.
He recalled that approximately at 12:20 A M, he heard
an individual shouting that there was a fire on five
and six. then exited the building at the
rear entrance (west) and was thes granted permission
by his supervigor to go home,

stated that he noted nothing unusual
during the course of the evenimg nor did he notice any
unfamiliar employees in the buildinag. Ne stated that
if the fire were the result of arson he was unable to
furnish any suspects in the matter,

He is described as follows:

Name
Address . uis
Telephone
Race Negro
Sex Mkle T
Date of birth o
Height L
Weight 180
Eyen Black
Hair Brown
e o T/12/78 0 . .. _ 8t, Louis, Missouri .- SL 52-4856 $Z

- : pdp 7/16/13




SL. 52-4856

Marital status Singh

Military service Nohe

Social Security Xumber h7C
Mother BARS® ACL__ _38




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

July 17, 1873

[

| | was advised of the identity
of the interviewing Agent as well as the fact that he
was being imterviewed concerning a possible federal
violatioa im comnection with desiruction of Govermment
property,

| |ndv1-od that he has been working as
al Jat the Military Persommel Records Coenter
{MPRC) for approximately 15 years simce the building
was opened. HNe Added that he had 32 years of Government
service, He stated that om July 11, 1973, he arrived
at work at approximately 3:45 P .M, at which time he
went to work om the secomd floor of the bullding. He
worked on the secomd floor umtil his lunch break at
7:30 P.M, after which he went to work om the sixth floor,
To the best of his recollection he worked om the sixth
floor from aAppeeximately 8:00 P .M, uatil 10:00 P.M, at
which time he returned to the first floor where he remained
until approximmtely 12:25 A M,, July 18, 1973, At this
time he heard several individuals speaking of a fire

upstairs and he exited through the east rgg;___lhxlg1
:::Effﬁ ffo juilding he was contacted by

-]
(‘;

who asked him to stay for awhile in case

re was anything that could be dome to help., He
remained until approximately 2:30 A M, and observed
the fire on the sixth floor im the south side of the
building. He stated that during the course of the evening
nothing uasusual had occurred nor had he noticed any
individuals who were unfamiliar to him or who appeared As
though they did mot belomg at MPRC.

He 18 described as follows:

Name
Address
1 souri
Telephone | I
Race Megro
Sex r.;l.
Date é# birth |
7/13/73  St. Louis, Missouri  SL 53-4856 Lf

Bk ipdp 7/16/73




SL 52-4856

Heolight 3*g"

Weight 160

Eyes Brown

Hair Black

Marital status Married

Military service U, 8. Army, 1841 through 1944
Social Security Number B7C

W
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AIR TEL AIR MAIL
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM3 SAC, KANSAS CITY (52~5980) P

HAJOR FIRENATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER =
MILITARY (NPRC=M) 7/12/73

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON

UC = SL.

This is to advise that on this datul |
I KCHO~TV, Kansas City, Mo., informed SAC
at about 10330 a.m., today she answered the phone
the news room and an unidentified male voise stated in
effact "I ca you a name in the Overland, Missouri,

fire", When asked for a minute to get a pad and pencil
the caller hung up, without saying anything elae.

At 11:05 today, thae 8 tified caller
¢called the news room and spoke t merely stated
he would call her again on 8/1/73 between 9:30 and 10 a.,m,,
t0o give her the name he premiged,

has no idea who the caller was, wikther

it was a Jong distance or local) call, and she could not tell

if the caller was intoxicatad or was calling on a prank or ;
had serious intentions to he of help. Shehas advised that /
she will keep the FBI informed in the event she rsceives any
other contact in this matter particularly from the unidentified
caller.

Kansas City will follow with and
deterimine any fuwther developments in this matter.

2 « Bureau
- 3t, Louis (52-4856)
- Kansas City

PCY/hng
(6)




£ 337 (REV, 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

T-16-73

Date of Iranscription

I |(no middle nr-.J---1_____T_I__E__I___TJ
| ssouri, telephone was telephenically

contacted on July lé, 1973 at which time arrangesents
were made for interview on July 13, 1973 at the
Je':sh Community Center, 11001 Schuetz Road, telephone
HE 2-5707.

advised that he is employed at the
Federal Records Center (FRC) and was on duty the evening
of July 11, 1973 from 4 P .M, to 12:30 on July 12, -
1973. He advised that s &s a ___Jand during
this shift was working on the bagsement floor waxing
the floor and was on one other floor, tff:;fjing the

first floor above the basement level. adviged

that as he was departing the basement level at approximately
12:30 AM, and riding the freight elevator to the first
floor, he smelled smoke and commented to semeone that

there was smoke in the elevator shaft. After he left the

first floor, he noticed t re were firemen and bL7C
police at this location. adviged that he had heard

nothi h would indicate t the fire had been deliberately
set. I iadvised that he hag been at FRC as an employee

since 1 and at present has approximately 25 vears with the

Federal Government in longevity.

E;;::qfurnishod the mme of! Iwho
is a Negro female, approximatdy 25 t ge,

who was on the we f the sixth floor on the evening
of July 11, 1973. advised that he did not know
what time she departe @ sixth floor. He pointed

out that she worked as a| fin this location,

E::::]furnilhed the name of a
Negro male, approximately 51 years otél!t?‘ina'!lijon the
sixth floor with two high school boys both Negro males,

approximately 16 or 17 years of age, whose first names
wer an stated that

and ese hoys were damp mopping the floor ng e
evening shift on July 73 and the meening of July 12,
1973 he had spoken tdEi;;:iTwho had informed him that he
had departed the sixt ocor at approximately 11:45 P.M,.

erviewed on__7/12=13/73 . St. Louis, Missouri . , SL 53-4856 -Z¢(/
Asatd

by SA S8 Date dictated 7- 13—73

This document contains neither recommendations nor canclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBl and it looned to your agency;



SL 52-4856

and informed him that he had seen nothing which would
indicate that a fire was burning on the sixth floor
nor did he smell any smoke.

lso furnished the name of (last
name unknown) who works on the east end ¢ sixth floor
doing cleaning and sweeping. He advised is a

Vietnam veteran: and is a white his early

20's. He furnished the whom he believes
to have the last name of onetic) who works
both ends of h floor and cleans the lavatories.
related thatgf:f::f:ia also a white male in his early

20's and a vietnam veteran,

I Ldvised that inasmuch as he is &

he has a complete list of all maintenance

employees at his residence with addresses and telephone
numbers which he will furnish at a later date.

adviged that he has heard no coaments
about anyone who would deliberately start a fire at
FRC.

| is & Negro male with date of birth
at E1 Alabama,

He

[o i ®




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/18/13

Miggsouri, was interviewed rogaraing ihe Iire at the National

Personnel Records Center (NPRC) on July 12, 1973.

advised that he is {emporarily employed at
the center as s | ror the nly. He stated
that he started wor o y, 1973, E;:::f:jltltod that he
arrived at work at approximately 3: p.m., on July 11, 1973,
and left work at approximately 12:30 a.m. on July 12, 1973,

|advisod that during that particular shift
at work, he only bad occasion to be on the first and second
floor, except that he went to the fifth floor to the snack
bar for saupper,

advised that he did not see anything un- b7

usual July 11, 1973 and had no idea as to how the fire started.

The following background data was obtained through
observation and interview:

Social Security
Number

NPRC Badge No.:

Date of birth:

Hair: Brown
Eyes: Blue

Sex: Male

Race: White
Height: é'3"
Weight: 206 pounds

[:;:::Jadviled that he would immediately notify the
Federal Burefiu ol Ipvestigation in the event he obtains any

informaiion ag to how the fire started,

- 7/12/13 . Webster Groves, Missouri. . BL 52-4856 4 7

MICHAEL N, MURPHY/d1s \n-_ R 7/13/73

y - . .= B ooty I -y wrothee 5 i FEURE SN ENTS M AL die e
e ne ther e et o A [ Al ' \
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote ot Ilur\suwphon__.__Tt 18[ 73

L______ owed
by Special Agent and egard-
ing the fire at the National Fersonnel {XPRC),

9700 Page Avenue on July 12, 1973,

advised that he was employed at the Records
Center at fellow, not 9700 Page, from March, 1968

until last Friday, fnlx.!..lﬂlﬁ.__ll_lilxlf that his

duties consisted of at the Personnel
Records Center on Goodfellow and that he worked the shift
from 3:30 p.,m, to 12:30 a.m,

name of (phonetic). He statdd that on one rticui:L
night, several weeks ago, he | _ lat
the gtﬁn_n_h.n_muﬂ_m_lnn_t.m_miarm Center because he
run:nﬂ i ds Center

He

Ian.t.u' that he feels that
R7C

advised that ¥ only time he had been to the
Records nter at 9700 Page was in 1968 when he initially
submitted his application and again last night, July 12, 1973,
when he went there with a friend of his in a pickup to watch
the fire. He stated that on tha on, he talked to a
guard at the gate by the name of ho was a friend of
his and had known him at the Recor enter at 4300 Goodfellow.

Before being asked any further q1::ff:fj,[:::::]
was advised of his wights by Special Agent He stated
he understood his rights, but could not sign the form inasmuch

a8 he was required to have his father present to review any
legal paper before he signs it.

as asked if he knew who started the £
at the Recor Center or if he was involved himself.
advised that he did not have any knowledge as to who could

imtorviewed on. 1/ 13/ T3 _yﬂtglorinsant,_l;;;gnxi_Pﬁgla@#__~SL_52=4356;JQ£?

SA P4

by SA zg“ !g ’ !“i — . Dots d'«clmed‘_,,____'lmm R ——

Thie Amcnment conloins neither recommendotions nar concluswens af the FBi. It is the properry of the FBI and is louned fo your agency;



SL 52-4856

have started the fire and he did not start it himself.

[:::::]wns asked if he had any knowledge of any
threats made to any of the guardes at the Records Center
[:f:fffffellow regarding breaking of any of the windows.
dvi

[:::::]advised that he was at hinel |
during the entire day and night of July 11}, oug
July 12, 1973,

He stated that he does not own a blue Volkswagen
or a green Chevrolet and that his own car is a 1971 Purple
Charger, He further stated that his father has a 1973
Monte Carlo, which is blue in color and his mother owns a
1973 silver Vega, He stated that he does not know anybody
who owns a blue Volkswagen or a 1967 green Chevrolet,

I d?’?ﬂE’Z3§3’§ggd;eIiow Boulevard Recordg Center

The following énformation was obtained through
obgervation and interview:

Name: LTT
Race: hite
Sex: rlglg
Date of birth: |
Place of birth: | [Missouri
Home address:
Missouri

Height: 6!
Weight: 210 pounds
Missouri drivers

license:

Telephone number:
Social Security

Number :
Eyes: Brown

Hair: Brown; s
short

-e

jo



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

/a3

was
interviewed regarding the fire at the National Personnel

Records Center (NPRC) at 9700 Page Boulevard on July 12,

1973.

nﬂxinsﬂ.&hn&.hnlis employed at the
NPRC as | for the AX Purification

duties, he
® AITIVeS & OI WOTKk &t approx tely 3:20 p.m,
on July 11, 1973, and stayed at the center until approximately
3:00 on July 12, 19873, g::;:::::::gstutod that he would
normally have left at 1d; a.m,, pbut decided to stay
around and watch the fire.

T_IE_{______E_Jstatod tbat on the evening of July 11,
1973, tha 8 work was confined strictly to the first and
second floor and that the only time he lefi those floors
was for supper between 8:00 and 8:30 p.m. on the fifth

floor.

I Istatod that be did not notice anything
unpusual o cular evening with the exception of

the fact that at approximately 11:00 p.m., one of the negro
|who works on the second floor and normally cleans
the hancmai1g__;nnzngnﬂod him and asked for a light for a
sigarette. stated that the individual then
appeared to that he did t cigarettieos
with him go ave hip one, tated that

a a e only ng s8ign CAOU apout this
the fact he usually sees this individual about
twice every shift and he ca 11 ever seeing this

individual smoking before. could not furnish any
sdditional descriptive data regarding the negro

The following descriptive, background dats was
obtained through observation and interview:

e 7/13/73 . Florissant, Missouri . SL 52-4856 (&/

s ZITI A V2%V c B




SL 52-4856

Name : |
Race: hite

Sex; Male
Social Security
Number:
NPRC Badge #: _ b7C
Date of Birth: 7/8/25 S
Height: 5'11"
Welght: 175 pounds
Halr: Brown
Eyes: Blue

| Iatnted that if he obtains any informa-
tion whic elpful in solving this case, he would
immediately notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

N
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FEDERAL BUREAL OF INVESTIGATION

7/17/73

Date of Ironscription

| | telephone number

providae & 1oliowing ormation:
[::;::::ktated that he has been employed by the

General Services Aif%iistrgt;gg gsince 1960 in the

capacity of a sald that on July 11,

1973, he was workIng the & - 12:30 PM shift and advised

he was assigned to the third floor of the Natlional

E;rsonngl Records Center, 9700 Page Boulevard, Overland,
ssouri.,

J;;:;;:]stated that he had locked up the
cleaning CRS at approximately 12:15 AM and changed
his clothes in preparation of leaving at the end of his
tour of duty. It was at this time he had first learned
that there was a fire in the bullding as he had noticed
there was no guard at the door when he was leaving,

stated that he exlted the building on
the east side and walked to hls privately owned vehlcle
and left the area.

stated that he observed nothing unusual

on his floor during his tour of duty, specifically, he

did not see any flamable liquids nor did he see anyone
carry flamable liquids into the bullding. He stated that
he and the other employees are regularly briefed on safety
and specifically remembered a safety movie wherelin the
varlous ways that fires are started are explalned. He
further added that there are many safety meetings conducted.

[ Iverified that at the National Personnel
Records Center there were many problem workers, He stated
that a good number of the people did not pay much attention
to their bosses. He advised that hisldea of work was to do
what you are told to do when you are told to do it.

was unable to provide any suspects who
would have set the building on fire and stated he knows
of no one in his immediate circle of workers who would

7/12/73 ‘Kinloch, Missouri SL 52-4856 15

File #

interviewed on

S
b gu.sﬁl PTK:my 7/13/73

Dote dicioted

This document contains neither recommendotions ner conclusians of the FBL It is tha nranartu ~f tho En1
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SL 52-4856

be carrylng a grudge.

[ kta

are

5'5%s 160 pounds:

oTn

Numbe

ls degsceribed as a N

o

1ad_iha:_hislimmediate supervisors
knd

egro males
Social Security

b7
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/17/73

Dote of iranscription

I L s contacted at ﬁen_hnmﬂ.___1
| m_ttelephone numberi_ —
Tegarding the July 12, 1973, fire at the Natinnal_232=1

sonnel Records Center, 9700 Page Boulevard.
provided the following information:

said that she had been working at the
National Personnel Records Center since August 23i 1967.
t

S e t she has been working in the capacity of
a d was working on the second floor
LTI S on July 11, 1973. She saild that she

was assigned to clean the area in the vicinity of the
D +» ©She sald her
stated that it

was abou t07 AM when she pu _
and pressed the first floor button. stated that pic
this was the £ast freight elevator bu stead of going
down, the elevator went to the 6th floor. She sald at

that time she w of workers, of which she
only recognized phoné%ic).
stated that the actions of this group

of workers would not have indicated that they were awpre
of a fire because there was Just casual con

the elevator d first floor,
that she knowsj to be a conscientious
snd was certain € WO have sounded the alarm

he knew the building was on fire,

She sald after putting her equipment up she
prepared to leave. She sald that she signed out on the
book which she normally signs out on and was walting to
be relieved. She said that she was at the east slde of

the building nﬁtf:fff:fjit which she described as being
the back door. sald there was no guard at the

door and she thought this was unusual.
!recalled that she was standing with
geversl other employees and was approached by a person

7/12/73 ut%I'er':.vsi:er‘Grmﬂ.—'ss‘, Missouri SL 524856 —1;/

2

Interviewad on

38
LG TTK: my 7/13/73

by Date dictoted

This document contains neither recommendalions nor conclusions of the F81. It is the proparty of the FBI'and is loaned to your agency;
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she knows as who 15 a white male and lives in

"Get the guard, get the guard, there's a fire",

Weldon Springs, Missouri. ©She said he was shwt?

sald that she was not sure whether he said there
fire or there is a fan on fire.

Esaid thams a hipple type person
and the ge egetion o e group was that he was
kidding. then left the which time
she was met by her daughter who was

golng to drive her home.

sald that her daughter was glad to see

her and mentioned that she had seen hat the bullding was

on

fire andg ful that her mother was out of the
building. then said that she and her daughter

drove to her sister's house which is 1in the vicinity of
the Natlonal Personnel Records Center, and declded to
stop there.

dvised that during her tour of duty

she di1d not notice any strangers in the area and she
did not notice any flamable liquids. Ferthermore, she
said she had never heard anyone threatening to destroy
the National Personnel Records Center.

to

A’Ehn—ﬁdJMrg descriptive information pertains

Sex Female
Race Negro
Height Sthn
Welight 120
Eyes Brown
Hair Black

Date of birth
Soclal Security #
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

e e T/16/73
Misgouri s contacted at his residemce by §Lecial
Agent concerning the fire that occurred
at the Nations ersonnel Records Center - ry
(NPRC-M) on the evening of July 11, 1973, advised

that he had been ord center since
May 15, 1973, as a working on apecial
projects. REe works in a group of approximately 19 others

who are primarily college students and who were hired

for the summer. sald on July 11, 1973, he began
working at 4:00 PM in the afternoon and completed hig

on the second floor of the building at 12:30 AM.

[fffi:jexplninod that at approximately 12:10 AM he and
other members of his group left the second floor and
proceeded to the first floor of the building to put

away their filem prbr to leaving. Upon ret to

the second floor at approximately 12:25 AM | advised
he smelled smoke on the second floor and noticed it was
visibly smoky. At that time he was told by his supervisor b7C
that a fire ha red in the building and he left

the building. sald that the only time he had

left the mecon oor was to go to the fifth fioor snaak.
bar about 8:00 PM for his usual eve ak. During

his period of work on July 11, 19873, sald he saw
nothing unusual, noticed no strange individuals in his
work area and was not aware of anyone who might be capable
of or desirous of destroying the building by fire.

leaving the bullding after being told of the
|left the area and returned to his residence.
advised if he heard of any information that might

shed some light on the possible circumstances of the fire
he would contact the FBI.

The following information was obtained from
observation and interview:

Name !
Address: St. Louis
Telephone number:

7/12/73 ~_ St. Louis, Missouri , SL 52-4856 /775

SA {?‘ . 1/16/713 B




8L 52-4856

Marital status: Single

Occupation: Student, University of Mis-~
gouri at Columbia, majoring
in political science

Race: White
Sex: Male
Height: 5T10"

Weight: rlﬁn
Date of birth:
Place of birth: Missouri
Hair: Black (lomng); mustache
Other: YWears glasses

&



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

e e T/LB/T3

ou was coniacted at his residence,
by SA concerning the fire that occurred
at the Tesonnel Records Center - Military

(NPRC-M) on July 11, 1973, and furnished the following
information:

[ Jadvised that he has the
record center simce May 14, 1973 as a and
he works on special projects secon 00T O e

building. Om July 11, 1973, lltatod he reported to
[;ff:::j 4:00 PM and worked the 4:00 to 12:30 AM,
|11

advised he had not been to any of the upper floors

ring this work period and that he had noticed nothing
upugual during this period. ald that at approx-
imately 12:15 he whdt 'to the Iirst Iloor of the building
to 8ign out and upon returning to the second floor at
approximately 12:30 AM he gaw firemen entering the
building and smelled smoke. He left the building and
observed on the south side of the building approximately

two~thirde of the way down towards theagt corner
flames coming out of the windows,. sald that he
stayed and watched the fire for app ly two hours L7e
mfore returdking to his residence. sald he knew T

of no one that he had come in contact w who mi
capable of or desirous of destroying the NPRC--M,
advised that if any information comes to his attention which

might shed some light on the cause of this fire, he would
contact the FBI,

The following information was taken from ob-
servation and interview:

Name : |
Residence: | St. Louis
Telephone pumber: ]
Occupation: Student, Parks College, St.
Louisg, Missouri, majoring
in
. 1/12/73 8t. Louis, Missouri uﬁ_w£”8@_§234§§6-ij;7

SA cw v s 1/16/73




SL 52-4856

Race:

Sex:

Marital status:
Height:

Weight:

Hair:

Eyes:

Date of birth:
Place of birth:

v

White
Male
Single
5111"
175
Blonde

Missouri



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

| 7/16/73

| Hiseouri, was comntacted by Bll
on July 13, 1873, comcerning the fire thaf occurred a
the Natiomal Persoanel ords Center - Military (NPRC-N)
advised he has been employed as

oT_Jn11_11*_1113‘1
a at the rooord1[::;::;]lince May 15, 1973,

and works om special projechs stated that he

works on the second floor of the ag and on July
11, 1973, enly left the secord floor omce to go to the
fifth £ k bar at approximately 3:00 PM for a

break. advised that he has never 3
sxxth floor of the record center building.
advised he first became aware of a fire when at spprox-

imately 12:25 AM he smelled smoke on the second floor,
HEe went outside and saw flames coming out of sixth floor

windows om the south side of the buillding. b7
then retu to his residence at app
1:30 AM. advised he had never observed anything

uanusual prior to July 11, 1973 at the records cemter or
during his work shift on July 11, 1973 and that he knew
of no ome who might be interested in or capable of
destroying the record center building. [ | advised
that if any information came to his attention that might
shed some light on the cause of the fire he would contact
the FBI.

The following information was taken from ob-
servation and interview:

Name : | |

Resldence: St. Louis

Telephone number:

Occupation: Student, University of Mis-
souri, majoring in business
administration

Race: White

Sex: Male

Marital status: Single

e T/13/73 . St. Louis, Missouri . SL 52-4856 /7
<
__SA| cw | 7/16/73
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Date of birth:
Place of birth:
Bair:

Ryen:

Beight :

Weight:

{ha

Missouri

B



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

L A/L1/73

telephone

number | wWas ipterviewed and Jurnished the

following information:

a8 employed as II |at the

)
|—I B7C

stated that he was not aware that there

was & fire at the record center on Page Avenus until the

late morning of July 12, 1973, when he drove his brother
to the record cemter. His brother had wanted to

have his Army general discharge changed to homorable

80 that he could either get a job as a custodian at that

record center or re-enter the Army, His brother has only

a rffff grade education and has been unable to get a job.

irifriend was babys
| |date of hirth

believed that his brother received the general
discharge because he has asthma an le to keep
up with the physical requirenentl.1[:::;Ef:funderstood
that his brother had been told two or ree weeks previously
by someone in the Amy to take his discharge papers to the
record c¢enter where a lady there would change one of the
nushers for him 80 he could get a job. When they arrived
at the record center they noticed that it was on fire
and that the police were tumning people away from_it go
they returned home. That was the first time that
has been to the record center on Page Avenue,

advised that at between 6:00a 7:00 PM
on July 11, 1973, he drove his car to the place where his
frienda name
who lives at

BS0OUri €laphone number

>
frequently babysits for | e name
| poes not know but who lives on approximately

S S R L
7/13/73 . St. Louis, Mimsouri ... .SL 52-4856 79

bW e /L2773




SL 52-4856

one block south of
side of the street., It 18 a

Her house is on the west

single f ing,
painted red with a green screen #&oor. id not

know the telephone number there.

I:Img
his car. They stopped &

and played cards for a littl

at taarant on t
and and got t
or 9 . ¢ then drov

place and they stayed the
aunt and the children weére a
then returned to bhis home at

1:00 AM on July 12, 1973, he
of hisl |vho is

center on 4300 Goodfellow.

then wemt for a ride in

e« house of some Iriends
e wvhile, Then they stopped
he corner of Natural Bridge
Thiz was around B8:00

back to her aunt's

rgn;_gn;_xf pick up a friend
a at the record

He knew
1t g

uite a while.
t home at that time.
around midnight. A

had worked trn:n___ﬁn_xunk
vised was on

worked th H i ift. elephone
number is then ome and went to

bed.

knows |

| as another | |

working at 4300 Go?gigllggl
d ibed him as a

[l BRHe eves

drives a 1970 Dodge Charger,
does not know anyone who dri
or a green 1967 Chevrolet.

The following desc
observation and interview:

Name:

Race:

Sex:

Height:
Welght:

Date of birth:

black over purple.
veg either a blue Vo

awagen

ription was obtained through

Negro
Male
6‘4"

W&

b7C
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Place of birth:
Mother:

Father:
Brother:
Automobile:

Arrests:

|

Missouri
same address

le Cutlass,

black vinyl over
Missouri license
Nome admitted



FEDERAL BUREAU CGF INVESTIGATION

LA

I telephone number
| was interviewed and furnished the following
niormation:

E;:::::]is employed as a at the
National Persomnel Records Center, Military Branch,
where she works the 4:00 PM to 12:30 AM shift. She is
temporarily assigned to & special project inv

the relabeling of files on the secord floor. |
works on the first floor and corrects errors

and military service numbers discovered byJ:f:;fferks

working in the files on the second floor, Wwas
not on the sixth floor at all on the eveni uly
11, 1973, and was not aware that there was a fire there
until approximately 12:25 AM when she went to a stair-
way in the center of the building to walk up to the
second floor where she would normally exit at the west
end. As she was approaching the stairway, she observed
a guard who she recognized but whose name ghe does not
know, walking toward the elevator. She asked him if he
was going to take the elevator and if 0 she would ride
with him as far as the second floor, He responded yes,
he wag going to see about a fire. VWhen the elevator
came and the door opened, they smaw that the elevator
was filled with smoke. When the amoke disappeared,
they got on it and she got off the elevator at the
second floor. When she left the building at 12:30 from the
east exit she looked back, however, could not see any
fire. She saw one fire truck parked by the building.

!advised that she had not heard any
discussion or reats concerning the desire of anyone

to set fire to the building. She had heard of several
small fires which bave occurred in the pasi, including
some in the files but had no knowledge that these fires
had been intentionally set. The mogt recent fire that
she recalled occurred early this year in which four file
boses caught on fire on the second floor.

7/16/73 Jennings, MNissouri 8L 52~4856 - 7
. - - - - - - - ’t\--f—._..._.— - - - - . - - * - - - - == - S - - o-T
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The following description was obtained through
observation and interview:

Name : Ll
Bace: agro
Sex: Female
Height: 5'a"
Weight: 2300

Date of birth:

(L]



FEDERAL BURFAU OF INVESTIGATION

b v /YT/TB

telephone number
was lnterviewed and furnished the following

information:

received a general discharge under
honorable conditioas from the Army on December 19, 1972.
n stationed at Fort Leona i
tt that he bad asthma

| On the morming of July 1z, 1973, L7C

i called the operator and obtai1ed telephone number
he thinks was for the Army recruiters
[ ] He called

that number and talked to a Sergeant iz the Army who
recommended that he take his discharge to the record
center at 9700 Puge. has losti this telephbone
nusber and canmaeb.abbe ame of the person
was supposed to see at the record center. Since
have a driver's license, he got his brother,
[jj::;:j]to drive him out to the record center late that
morning. When they got there they saw that it was on
fire and that policemen were keeping people out so that

they then returned home. That was the first time that he
knew the center was on fire.

[ lxnlained that althoughl |

at the Ay and in fact hoped to re-enter the Army or
obtain some kind of other Govermment employment.

¥hen asked whetherl |brother
was at home on the evening of July 11, 1973

'7/13/73 _ $t. Louis, Missouri - . SL 52-4856 ¥
S4 BLiC
sa cw . 1/27/73 .
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wam at home all night.

Yhen asked what

he,

ﬁ,&t yesu, he was sure he was. He was certein_that
WA Qo

sleep at 7:00 PN and =
home all night.

ing that ovoninsi he explaimed that he had gome To
.

pt through umtil
He was nevertheless sure that hix brothe

ng.
ag at

The following description was obtained through

observation and interview:

Name:

Race:

Sex:

Pate of birth:
Belght:

Welight:

Service number:

Discharge:

Arrests:
Automobile:

Hegro

Male

| |

G

150

Army stationed
at Fort Leomard Wood

Genersl, under homorable

B7C

corditione, December 19, 1972

None admitted
None



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. c LT3
| | telsphone
number| | was interviewed and furnished the
following information:
is employed as a at

the National Personnel Records Center, Military Branch,
wvhere she works the 4:00 PM to 12:30 AM shift. She is
temporarily assigned to a special project involving the
relabeling of files on the second floor and the correction
of errors noticed by clerks working there, errors in the
name or service numbers. When these errors are noticed,
the files are taken down to the fir where she
works and where she corrects them. is normally
employed as a _alac _aon _the first floor. The
aspecial projec nvolves Iincluding herself
and three supervisors worklng on e first floor and 17
clerks and one supervisor working on the second floor in
the files.

During the evening of July 11, 1973, work went
as usual and she was not aware that a fire had broken out b7c
until she left the bullding at 12:30 AM and saw a fire truck
outside. She saw the firemen talking to the guards and
observed that the firemen had not yet mstarted to spray
water into the building. She did not notice the fire her~
self although she did not look for it,

|had not been on the sixth floor at all
that evening and advised that nope of the clerks working
on this project would have any reason to go on that floor.
She has not heard any talk about anyone planning to set
fire to the building and has no idea as to what might
have been the cause of the fire,

The following description was obtained through
observation and interview:

Name:
Race: Negro

Northwoods, Missouri _ sL 52-4856 K/

sa cw - 11/73




SL 52-4856

Sex:
Height :
Weight:

Date of birth:

Female
5'6"

ina

RY7C
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SUEUALY

I telephone
number, wag interviewed an urnished the
following Information:

is a [:::::::] at the National Per-

sonnel Records Center, Military Branch, where he works

on the west end of the fifth floor office area,

on the 4:00 PM to 12:30 AM ehift. [:fffffffbau not on

the sixth floor at all on July 11, 1973, At approximately
12:15 AM he took his cart down to the first floor storage
room. At that time he had not heard any mention of a

Tire or smoke ip the buildimg nor had he seen any.

At 12:25 AM he changed clothes and was ready to leave b7 C
wken he smelled smoke. Also at that time another custodian -
who he did not know and who had apparently exited the
building at the east end, came around to his exit at the
wegt end and told the people at that exit to call the
guards and tell them to shut off the big exhaust fans in
the windows on the sixth floor because there was a fire
there. Since there were no guards near the exit where this
occurred, this custodian was told to return to the east
exit where there was a guard. At approximately 12:30 AM

he left the building. When he looked up he saw some

smoke. VWhen he got into his car and drove away he could
see that all of the sixth floor windows on the south side
were red from the flames,

ig not aware of any threats or discussions
by other individuals to mset fire to the huilding. He is

not aware of any fires occurring there within the past
several months.

The following description was obtained through
observation and interview:

Name : | |

Race: Negro
Sex: Male
Helght: 5'1L0"
7/12/173 . St. Louis, Missouri . SL 52-4856 - X
5\
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Weight: 180

Hair: Black

Eyes: —Browm

Date of birth: b7

joas
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e T/17/73

telephone
nunberl | was interviewed and furnished the
following information:

GSA Custodial
Services.™ |Eﬂ!tﬂﬂ!!!‘parnonnel working
the 4:00 P to 12:30 AM shift at the National Personnel
Records Center, Military Branch. There are agproxinately

30-35 custodians who work that shift. & worked

at the record center for 29 years. The night of July

11, 1973, was routine, There were no special probleas,

no persons absent and he did not see any strangers in

the building. He worked in his office on the first floor

until approximately 11:20 PM when he left to talk to all BIC

bhad been told by the
that as a result of a recent
nspection he was to remind a custodial personnel to

return their carts and mops to the storage room on the
first floor and especially to empty those carts of all
paper, throwing the paper away in the large receptacle
outside. He contacted themse people on each floor and
[ffffffd at the sixth floor at approximately 11:25 PM,

was only there for five minutes or less. The :

rlﬂ:kﬁ:s_hn_had_nn_rhat U)
and then
returned to the guard oITice on the second floor where he

stayed until approximately 11:45 when he returned to the
first floor cart storage area to wait for the custodians
to return. By 12:15 AM all of the carts were in.

:20 All I the fourth floor, east
came in and sa at he had smelled smoke

end
upstalirs. then walked to the ? oor g
office at ¢ east end to tell them. {FNU)

wamt up to Cheﬁfjf:ft. At 12:30 AN most of the custodians

left, however, kept four or five of them at the
request of his |had
requested that a few custodians remain in case there were
extra cleanup efforts from the fire. At 12:45 AM he

received another call from Igiving them permission

Bel Ridge, Mo. , 8L 52-4856 '3

7/12/73 ,
- J— — X :
SA cw 7/17/713

. — - — \“J - e e . _ .




SL 52-4856

to leave, wag not aware of any particular fire
hazarde on the sixth floor and could not guess ag to what
the cauge of the fire was. He had not heard of any threats
from anyone t¢ set the fire and he had full faith in all

of the persons working for bhim, He has never had any
serious problems with any of them. Of those which work

[ff:ff::]ixth floor the only one he knows that smokes i8 b7C

Bailding rules require that the lights be turned
off on the sixth floor except when someone is working in a
particular area. There is no smoking permitted in the
file area. The pedestal famns are turned off at the end of
every shift although the big exhaust fans in the windows
always remain on.

The following description was obtained through
observation and interview:

Name:

Race: Negro

Sex: Male

Height: 5'6"

Weight:

Date of birth: | |

Place of birth: | | Kansas
Service number: my, 373 76 523, discharge

honorable, received February
17, 1946

5]
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7-18-73
Dalsaabloongcription

On July 16, 1973, _ To} b7C
Missouri, telephone
was interviewed a § re nce and supplied the IO

information:

advised that he had contacted this office early
in the day to request that two Agents come to his residence,
whereupon he would furnish them what he believed to be

the facts and the person responsible for setting the

fire at the Military Records Center.

tated that in 1954 while employed
at the Nort k as eterans Administration
(VA) Hospital
hearing which took place at the Veterans Hospital, ] ]

brought up on charges by a
of the hospital for allegedkf'EﬁfEEﬂTﬁgj

rumors about al and

alTeged made statements fect that |
and ere homosexuals. advises although
he was completely ex Ffeelg nevertheless

because the names of and were
mentined in the minutes o e effect that
they were homosexuals, he feels may be respansible
for the fire at the Record Center.

[:::::::]went further into detail to explain that
in view of the fact that |
a part of his permanent record, he felt thatl|

would attempt to destroy his record in an effo
any record of 8 gexual relationship with
at that time, further advised that shortly er
the hearings took place in 1954, a fire broke out in a
portion of the hospital whic the permanent

records of the employees tates the Federal
Bureau of Investigation vestigation su uently
followed and was handled poorly by the FERI,

went on to say that as a result of the pooxr handlIing of the
Investigation an innocent man was placed in a mental

institution for some 15 years and :harzeﬂ_EFth the arson

which took place at the hospital. urther stated

Interviewed on

7-16-73 . Florissant, Mo. ..SL 52-4856 R

PGiklb e
by Date dictared 7.“17- 73 BT
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that he believedl at the
hospital at that €, was respansible for the fire an
attﬁmnn-tn-dnﬂnnnu-anu-znford which mentioned his relationship
wit _ states that when he informed

the FBI Agents wRo investigated the fire at that time as

to his suspicions, he states he was advised by the

investigating Agents that he was not to make m af
anyt ing homosexual relations betweeni
and| ion direct orders from J. EDGAR HOOVER.

I went on to explain that because his
permanent record 1s stored at the record center located at
9700 Page Boulevard, he was certain that| ]
started the fire at the record center in an attempt to
destroy his record of employment at the VA hospital which
contained the minutes of the hearing.

supplied the following personal information

regarding himsells

Race White

Sex Male

Age 59 years

Baployment Mc Donnell Airgraft

b7e

]
Telephone (work)

o
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FBI
Date: 7/18/73

PLAIN TEXT

{Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

Transmit the follewing in

TO : DIRECTOR

FROM: ST, LOUIS (52-§856)

7/12/73. DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST. LOUIS.

RE ST, LOUIS TELETYPE, 7/17/73.

ALL BUREAU PROPERTY REMOVED FROM BUREAU SPACE, NPRC-M,

OF ROOF, AND FEAR OF IMMEDIATE COLLAPSE REMAINDER 6TH FLOOR,

BUREAU OF STANDARDS DETERMINED ROOF SHIFTED 7 INCHES DURING
oF STALOIRDS

N NIGHT AND BUREAU/I' TAKING CORE SAMPLINGS FROM CEILING OF 5TH

NOT STARTED DUE TO SAFETY FACTORS AND NO INDICATION AS TO WHEN

CLEAN-UP WILL START.

OF ANY PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS, P

END
ﬂ,g St. Louis
DRS:1he R jﬁv i,
SEARCHED - — —— gg’
(1) SERIVLITED i e T

LAt

iHED fr -",‘]»-y'\__

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M),

INSTANT DATE. BUILDING EVACUATED DURING PROCESS DUE TO SHIFTING

FLOOR TOWARD FURTHER DETERMINATION OF DAMAGE, CLEAN-UP OPERATIONS

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING, BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY ADVISED




FBI

Ve 7/19/73 |

[

Transmit the following in __ .. . PLAINTEXT . A,f,,___l‘

i Type o platntexs oo conds . |

vio TELETYPE ey e |

Pl i

OO U _ T
TO: DIRECTOR

FROM : ST. LOUIS (52-4856)

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M),
DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON, 0O: ST, LOUIS

REBUTEL TO ALL OFFICES, 7/12/73.

BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE ALL OFFICES THAT FORMER FEDERAL
EMPLOYEE CIVILIAN RECORDS ARE MAINTAINED IN SEPARATE BUILDING THAT
WAS NOT AFFECTED BY YIRE. ALL OFFICES SHOULD BE NOTIFIED TO CONTINUE
TO REQUEST CIVILIAN RECORD (HECKS BY ST, LOUIS. ST. LOUIS WILL ADVISE

BUREAU WHEN MILITARY RECORD CHECKS CAN BE RESUMED,

END.

A




{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

e, July 19, 1973 8¢, Tonigetileba Brinncrst—EA

U.S.urgedtopay
| forfirefighting at
reco rdS center

U.S. Rep. James W, Sym- The records center, unlike  However, the spokesman
“ington (Dem.), St. Louis fferson ‘Barracks VA Hosgi- id, that thinking b E& ST, LOUIS
County, has asked the federal ~ t4l in South County, ne Shanged in recent years a GLOBE-DEMOCRAT
General Services Administra- paid a fee or tax for f_*:f n evaluation had shown th
tion to reimburse 28 area fire pfotection, Symington sald. sprinkler system was nee
districss for their costs in While the GSA probably has 34 “a¢ the records center. ST, LOUIS, MO,

fighting the massive fire at  no legal obligation to pay for had been “programmed for
the Military Personnel Rec.  the fire-fighting expenses, he  1975" in the sixth-floor area,

ords Center in Overland Rst gaid, consideration should be  phe gaid, The heat of the fire

week. given to these “CcOTTECiVe &g get off sprinklers on cther —_
measures™: floors, he said, but water

S;;p;nlegegk ﬁtﬁétzﬁr n- —40.S. government reim- damage was less than had

istrator, Symington said the { bursement to the 28 fire gis-  been expected.

fire placed '‘an extreme and §=— Maost employes of the fir —

junexpected burden on the | iricts for losses incurred| in fdamaged records center hiav
fire-_fighting community in St. Lfighting the records ¢ e nt‘Lr heen on Admdnistrative leav
Louis County.” fire. (with pay) since the firel e

“Since the records center is —GSA payment of fire lax¥ whjch began last Thursday
federal property,” Symington  to the %Qm“_lunlty Fire Pro-l and raged out of control more
said, ““it has never been sub- tection District on an annua han 24 hours. Spokesmen for
ject to any fire district tax or  basis, based on assessed val- :he GSA and Department of —
ievy. Nevertheless, as soonas  ustion of the property. the Army announced Wednes-
the fire s ref"l{l‘tfg EVEIY  IT APPEARS that the rec- 08y 4hat “permaneat Jf]"?“-
piece of fire-hghling equip- . - conter was not in com- L€ temporary, summer ire

ment from the Community : » oo pe.  and summer-aid and civilian . a9 1973
Fire Protection District and Etl}lg:;? c‘;lt(})lvg:ran? l!l;fti]-:nl-;gin rg personnel assigned to duty at bt JULY il ’ - Fi 1
every man employed by the |\ o sy ste the records center will contin Editian: Daily ina
district immediately respo whicﬁw "cerpt’ainl wogld habe fue to be on administrativ Author:
ed to battle the blaze agd nelned  to wné.m the bl leave through July 25, exc .
o save the records of miiliofs g’ itize the loss of for those caled to work o Editor:
of veterans.” and mimmize tae l0ss Ol T6C- - oooonyial projects. Tit=: MAJOR FIRE, NPRC-M
ords,” Symington sald in his & 7/12/73
SYMINGTON ADDED that leiter to Sampson. ‘ .
because of theexpensein © A (GSA spokesman here said
fuel, ‘man hours and damaged = Wednesday the records center rharmerer: DGR = POSSIBLE
equipment the Community had a partial sprinkler sys- N ARSON
Fire Protection District “may  tem on the first through fifth ‘ S1, 79~ 5856
have to hold a bond i8sueto  floors but none on the sixth Classitloation: =200

pay for the losses it has In-  floor, where the fire was con-
curredt fightin g thisfire.” centrated. He said when the

Gubmettineg oflice;

Twenty-seven other fire de-  pyilding was constructed h- P Ledayg Investogated
partments joined in battling | prazians dig not favor spgin-
the fire, he said. ler systems because of fefjrs
“Thiz s severely unjustfo the sprinklers would be Ret _ )
the local taxpayers involved,” ff accidentally and cauje KT
Symi i i ter damage to files Wd R NV R ( &
ymington said, adding he ater ge
lieves “the responsibllity fpr  records. »: S
this matter clearly belongs'to A .

“the federal government, not
the local taxpayer and prop-
erty owner.”




7/19/73

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM : SAC, ST. LOUIS (32-4856) P

SUBJECT: MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSBONNEL
RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M)
7/12/13
DGP -~ POSSIBLE ARSON
Q0: St. Louie

Re 8L tel to Bureeu, dasted 7/18/73.

In connection with the captioned matter, the
following information is set forth in order to assist
the Bureau in evaluating the current situation at the
military records center in St. Louis. Some preliminary
information is included as to what npw appesars the future
of military records kept at the captioned facility.

Before describing operations at the records
center, however, some idea of the magnitude of this
facility ahould be set forth. The nter measures 728
feet long by 282 feet wide. It contains 1,349,148 square
feet of floor spmce, and in volume isg slightly larger
than the EHmpire State Building in New York City.

An adjoining cafeteria known as Building 101
comfortably seats 800 persons at one time. As viewed
externally, the building is of concrete slab comstruction
with narrow bands of concrete block separating each floor.
The balance of the exterior surface on its four sides is
covered by more than seven acres of glasa windows. While
a part of the first and second floors were equipped with
automatic sprinklers, these were not set off by the fire.
The balance of the building was not equipped with such
devices. No smoke sensing, or other fire detecting devices
were included in the building when constructed in the early

N
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1850's at = cost of $12,574,850. Attempts to have =
sprinkling system instslled after the buildimg was
complete were rejected by GSA as too costly. A punch
clock system installed several years ago to insure
appropriate guard circulation has not been utilized since
the creation of the Federal Protective Service which now
guards the building.

A complete inventory of govermment properiy in
the building at the time of the fire, apart from archives,
has not been made, however, the Ifourth floor contaiped
huge computers vaiuod at $1,2600,000. They were used by
the Army for handling of payrolls and for locating records.
The GSA also operated a large computer for locating
records on the ground floor of this building. Damage
agsesaments to this equipment have not been made,

Cleanup operations bhave not yet started due to instability
of the sixth floor, and other safety considerations.

The records center, in terms of archives,
contained approximately 63 million military records,
stored on six floors. Twenty-three separate filing
systems are utilized and are described as follows:

The first floor is devoted to records receiving,
GSA computer operations and general records center admin-
istrative functions. No records are stored on this floor,
but many thousands of records are belng processed at
any given time. Damage consists pmimarily of smoke
and water damage., BSince there is no power in the
building, extent of damage to the GSA computer has not
been determined. All records on this floor should be
recovered.

The second floor is partially utilized for
executive offices of the center manager, and the Commanding
Generzl of the United States Army Resewve Control Group
which also occupies the fourth floor. Tenant sgencies
guch as the FBI, Civil Service Commission and National
Research Agency as well as personnel offices for both
GSA amd the Ammy Reserve are located here. Approximately
one fifth of the floor space 1s devoted to those office
apaces with the balance af approximately 224,000 squsare
feet of floor space utilized for storage.of records in



SL 524856

the "registry", "Amy AL" systems, and New Air Force
registry. Records contained in registry include all
Aray personnel without reserve obligation since 1960,
and all other branches of service mipce 1964, (Army
AX system includes only amy records between 1960 and
1964.) The New Air Force Registry contains filﬁa of
discharged Air Force personnel since January 1, 1872,
None of these records are filed by alphabet, 3N or

S8AN but rather by a registry number assigned to the
record when it is received at the center. The

regiatry number is then programmed to a computer,

and once filed canmot be located without the assistance
of the computer. Should a record be misfiled in this
system, it is literally "lost forever”, to use the words
of Center administration.

The AX, registry, and New Air Force Teogistry
systems incurred minimsl smoke and water damage. However,
extremely high humidity requires that these rerords axnd
their metal cabinets be chemically treated to prevent
rot, mold, mildew and rust.

Approximately 30 percent of the Bureau's work
wag drawn from 9.5 million records located on this fléor.

The third floor of the Gemter contaimed 400,000
cubic feet of organizational records, which include
unknown millions of individual records periaining to
various military organizational umits, dependents medical
records, officers clubs, etc. These files are not used
by the FBI, as search for a specific document requires
highly specialized knowledge, and is extremely time
consuming. A recent GSA project to locate several ammy
finance documents for a United States Attorney required
three solid days of research by the entire unit estab-
lished for this purpose.

Also contained on the third floor are three
and a half million personnel records in three syasteas
identified as the Bureau of Navy Medicire and Sargery
(Bumed), Bew Ravy Registry and Kew Aray Reglstry.

The Bumed section comntains about half of all
Bumed records, and are filed by alphabet, the balance
having been moved to the fifth floor.

3
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New Ravy and New Army Registry's represent
all persons totally discharged from those services
since January 1, 1972. These records are highly
restricted due to recent legizlation relatimg to
release of information involving persons who seek
assistance for narcotics habits developed while in ;
the service. These records have been minimally smoke !
and water damaged, but are nome~the-lese suhject to 5
toxic fogging and drying operations. These three and '
a half million records produce approximmtely five percent
of the Burenu's work at the center.

The entire fourth floor is utilized by the
United States Amy Reserve Coutrol Group and Personnel
Administration Center. Two large computers are located
on this floor, as are some four million personnel records
for Army enlisted and officer persomnel curreantly having
a reserve obligatior. While thig sectiom is not
gexnernlly accessible to civilian personnel, it appears
to have been more heavily water dammaged thgm the ficors
below. Brig. Gemeral LOUIS PROST, Cosmander, has reportedly
ande arrangements for outaide space in which to carry
on admuinistrative functions of the Control Group, which
action was based on the belief that if the building can
aever be reoccupied, it will not be ready for a year or
more, Whether the records are to be moved, and to where,
is not now known, but they, too, will require processing
for water and humidity damage. Approximately 20 percent
of FBI investigations concern these files.

The fifth floor contains about 15,700,000
records in several systems known as Mavy World War I,
Navy World War 1Y, Kavy Post World War, BarineCorps (MC),
Marine Corps Officer, MC Fitness, MC Personnel, Navy
Burean of Medicine and Surgery (Bumed), Coast Guard,
Bavy Officer, Bavy Fitness, Phillipine Amy, and Air
Force for the period prior to 1964. The lsiter were in
the process of being moved from the sixth floor. Some
of the oldest records in the center dating to 1885 were
lecated on this floor. Since each of the above described
systems are self-explanatory as to what records they
contain, no further description is being set forth other
than to indicate that all Navy, Marine Corps and Coast
Guard records for personnsl discharged prior to 1964 sare
located on the fifth floor. All Navy records of personnel
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discharged since then are located in the registry system
on the second floor, or in the New Navy Registry on the
third floor.

The 15,700,000 recoxds on five are the source
of about 15 percent of the FBI's work at the center.
Water damage to the fifth floor, while better than
previously estimated, is still severe,primarily due to
water running off the sixth floor. These records will
al30 require extensive processing due to water and humiditiy
damage. At th&ks time it 15 planned to totally remove
these records froam the building to afford safe salvage and
demolition operations on the sixth floor. A determinpnation
of the structural integrity of the fifth floor which
requires the drilling of core samples and other engineering
operations also requlires the removal of these records.

The sixth floor contained more than 20 million
recoxrds in five systems identified as World War I, World
¥War 11, Post World War, Air Force {(prior to 1864) and =
section of Ammy New Registry referred to as 1973 Registry.
With the exception of an insignificant percentage of
1973 registry, the records on the sixth floor were
totally destroyed. Salvage of any remants, 1f attempted,
will take many years, and from the standpoint of utilization
by the Bureau, they are totally loast. The sixth floor
represented up to 30 percent of Bureau work at various
points in time, more than that amount during high NA and
election activity.

St. Louls is continuing to maintain lialson
with records center officials in order to be appraised
of nll developments in planning for the future of the
Center, akd disposition of remaining records. Plans
for records tentatively scheduled to be removed from
the fourth and f£ifth floors, buti not yet made finmal, will
be immediately brought to the attention of the Bureau.
St. Louis is algo attempting to determine what this office
will be permitted, as to future review of remaining
records. It must be noted, however, that center employces
are being placed on leave without pay, and there are no
current plans for recall of employees other than those
in key positions. Without adequate facilities and without
personnel to make charge—outs and to refile, utilization
of the records will pot be immediately possible, and may
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not be availlable for ailong time to come.

It is estimated that reaoval of water from
the building alone will take three weeks, and that
reclamsation of the records cannot even begin until the
safety of the building has been determined and the
water removed,

¥hile a period of six months might bring
limited access to some records, a year or more would be
more nearly accurate, USARCPAC gsoproceeding on the
belief that a year will be required to make the building
occupiable,

Depending on results of analysis of structural
data developed thus far,that time estimate may be too
optimiatic, and a much longer period of time may be
more accurate if the building is foumd unstable, It
should be noted that present planning does not include
rebuilding ot the top floor, which will make the building
only a five story building. When the building is reopened,
space, of course, will be at a premium.

The above daita is furnished the Bureau to
provide ingsight as to the future of military records
keeping in St. Louis, and of efforts being made by the
St. Louis Divigsion to determine how that future will
effect the Bureau's procedures relating to review of
military records.

6%
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(Moum Clippmg in Space Below)

Reécord cenfer too damaged
to hunt for arson evidenee

Any possibility of finding
physica! evidence of arson at
the Military Personnel Rec-
ords Center in Overland, dev-
astated by fire last week, was
ruled out Thursday by the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion.

Six FBI agents who spent
the entire day Tuesday amid
the rubble on the sixth floor
of the im m e nse structure
found d a m a g e o complete
that further examination
would be pointless, Robert G.
Kunkel, special agent in
charge of the FBI office here,
said in an interview.

“THE ONLY WAY we'll

er establish arson—if

at’s what it was — will be

o gh interviews,” Kunkel
aid. .

He said more than 8¢ per-
sons who were in or near the
building when the fire started
last Thursday have been
questioned and moreintenr-
views are planned,

The fire centered on the top
floor of the six-story building,

Editorial on Page 16A

two blocks long and a block
wide. The center held some
% million files on armed
forces personnel, about 20
million of them on the sixth
floor,

‘A thorough examination of

. the sixth floor disclosed wvir-

tually complete destruction,
at least 95 per cent of the

records destroyed and only a -

small percentage of them par-
tially salvageable,” Kunkel
said.

“We also located the proba-
ble original site of the fire,”
he said.

“WE DETERMINED that it
started neat the center of the
building, at a point buried un-
der tons of concrete and two
to three feet of wet, charred
rubble from burned records.

“Because of the collapse of
the -10-inch-thick concrete roof
in the area, a thorough exam-
ination for evidence of arson
will not be possible,

“The original fire site is
permanently inaccessible

will be demolished as e
sixth floor isremovedpy
heavy construction eq

ment.”
he roof -shifted seven inch-

esfTuesday, Kunkel sai
“gnd as of Tu®sday nigh

ple have been pretty much |
eVacuated.”

HE NOTED THAT the rec-
ords center, larger in floor
space than the Empire State
Building and second only to
the Pentagoninsize, was
doused- with 50 million gallons
of water during the fire,
which raged out of control for
two days.

Arson was considered a
possibility because there have
been about a doren small
fires in the building in the
last two years, most of them
started. in wastebaskets, Kun-
kel noted,

Other possibilities bei
nsidered, he said, are acf
ent, spontaneous -combustl
hd electrical faults.

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state,)

Pg. 3A, St. Louis
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Date: 7/20/73
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MAJOR FIRE, NAT'L
BEKSONNEL RECORDS CEN~-
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10 L —,
MAY 1982 KDITION

. = GSAFPMR (0 cFR) 101118

TO

FROM

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P DATE: 7~16-73

SA

SUBJECT:

| well and knew him to reside in the

i

UNSUBS;

MAJOR FIRE

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -
MILITARY

ST, LOUIS, MO,

7-12-73

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON

On _7=12=73 ax:a-n:a_la:a_naﬂe to locate
I _ ____|r11inois, an
address obtained from the Federal Records Center (FRC)
9700 page, St. Louis, Mo., with negative results.

of tha_ahnxa_ld1resi, telephone
numberl advised that
she has lived at this addreas for approximately six weeks
and that she had been informed by a neighbor that this

residence had beeh vacant for approximately one year,

Sh sed that she knew no one by the name
of however, she herself war_annlnsnd_ai_rhe
Federa ecords Center., Interview with

is the subject of a separate communication. She further
advised that this residence had been purchased from

Halloran Real Et;:ff;]Cahokia, Illinois, telephone 337-5400 and

that perhaps if had had dealings with Halloran Real

Estate they may able to furnish a current address,
Inquiry at Police Department

revealed no record of

On 7-13-73
an _employee of FRC and &I80 & SHOp Stew
st

area and perhaps might have an address for him at his
residence and if so, would furnish same at a later time.

g)
St. Louis S -LT5Z - K

JUL2 01373

P:ss SEARCHED. 22 INDEXED_.
E,2 SERIALIZEED ™" FILED_.,%E
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LEADS
THE ST, LOUIS DIVISION
AT ST. 1OUI3, MISSOURI

Will continue efforts to locate

who was employed on the night shift on the evening of
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Identiticotion Record Request

FD-9

(Rev, 4-28-65)

: INSTRUCTIONS
I, This form may be submitted in lcgible hand printing. 5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner
o only. Alse list in lower right comner all offices
2. Use separate form for each individual on whom which should receive copies of available records.
record is requested. Include carbdh of FD-9 for each office receiving
) o copics and forward with original to Bureau.
3. Make effort to furnish FBI {dentification number,
law enforcement identification number, or 6. Donot fill i block in lower left coner.,
military service number,
4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification
only when FBI number not available.
. Date
To: DIRECTOR, FBI Attention: ldentification Division '7..—/6..73

MILITARY, ST LOWS, mo. 7-/2-73
DGR - possiBLe  AveSoN

ke MAJOR FIRE, AMRTIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTEN ~

Field File No. &~ ¥856

Furnish@m Known ldentification Record of the Following:

Nam
Alidses
AONE
Sex Race M’.ﬁ_rthplucm Resldence: :
"I Height Welght Build Hair Eyes Complexion Age
$7" | 170 med Gtc | Bra DAL« %3

Fingerprint Classification

]
0

Also Furnish:
< Photo

Fingerprints

Hondwriting Specimens

-

Scars, marks and tattoos

(.
[
3
[
]

identij€ation Division's Reply u

If information furnished,

Civil Al
[ FEiles (] Fites

Record Attached

Photo Attached

Photo Not Available

Fingerprints Attached

Handwriting Specimen Attached «~ - -

b

Return Reply to:

e Se-tous La-stase)

Send

Copies To:

W4
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Transmit in Via . Adrtel

(Type in plaintext or code) fPrmrllv)
T

To: SAC, Albany
[/"Froma Director, PBI

MILITARY RECORDS |
FBI NATIONAL ACADEMY MATTERS

In view of the fire which caused heavy destruction of .
military recorde at St. Louis, Missouri, it will not be possible
to check these records with regard to National Academy appli-
cants for an indefinite period.

It is not desirable to hold up the completion of an
investlgatlon for the check of these records. The Bureau will not
accept this as a reason for delinquency. Upon the completion of all
other investigation, submit the final results to FBI Headguarters
with the notation that military records were not reviewed, if this
be the case.

¢ This line for LEFT MARGIN.)

In lieu of a review of the military records, you should
request the applicant to produce his discharge and Form DD-214 for
review by an Agent, In some cases, it will also be possible to .
verify the individual's military service by checking his Veterans
Administration record. You should continue to check the Defense
Central Indices of Investigatiomsrecords through the Baltimore Divi-
sion on all applicants with prior military service.

2 - All Field Offices

(Do not type below this line.)

SEARCHED. ......
szmnuzs | ARHERPT T

L 221973

F&1 — ST. LOUIS




July L%, 1973

Mr, Clarence M. Kelley, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Kelleyf

This letter relates to the fire at the Military Personnel Records
Center, St. Louis County, which your agents are presently investi-
gating. .

The attachments (5 pages) describe what I consider to be "nard evi~
dence® relating to the origin of the fire. Reference is made to .
one attachment, a copy of the letter from Representative Rodino to
Representatlve "Hungate dated June 28, 1973. S t L0
The recording\descrlbad in my "Statement" (a copy herewith attached)
was stored in /the Cenuer. Twice before an effort has been made to

"~ destroy this recordlng by arson with extensive damage to governnent

EI’OEBI"L»!. . -

— L

There is one complication in regard to the invéstigation - the present
agent-in-charge of the St. Louis FBI office. This individual, upon
learning the details of this case and being a long time favorite of
the late John Edgar Hoover, is very likely to do everything that he -
can to cover up. Surely you will remember that he was transferred

to the St. louis office by Acting Director Gray as a d1501plinary
action because of a cover up.

Supervxslon of the investigation obv1ously should not be by this man
and I urge you to take appropriate action, _

~ - a - ' . Very truly yours

. o : . - ;i?—aéﬁii:-f?/
cc¢: Representative Wllllan L, Hungate o ﬂﬁfﬂggg;:ﬁg35~é§;
Representative Peter W, Rodino, Jr, CJuLee 973
, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

|_10° Angeles Tinss yzo

r.s r~ A -

| FQEL_laL”erdale, Florida IS .
Washington, D. C,



W . -~ - ’ 2437 Rayeurn BUILOING
WILLIAM L, HUNGATE by Py
) gvi DusTRicT, MI3SOURE . PHONK: 202-225~

0

SELECT COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

v, SoasonrTeeE oN Congress of the United SLAtes  awmmum smrer amcowmreson

([ meenmmronae House of Representatives
| | Washington, B.E. 20515

June 29, 1973

Missouril

Dear

In further reference to your letter regarding the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, enclosed is a letter
I recently received from Chairman Rodino advising
that youﬁ correspondence has been made a part of the
records of the Committee on the Judiciary.

With best wishes, T am _ -

L. Hungate

WLH/mah
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oo Cor, ETHLA:

PETER W. RODINO, Jrt. (M,

A\ROLD D). DONDHUE, MASE,
€K BROOK ), TEX.

IMEAT W KASTEHMEIER, WY,
i EDWARDS, CALIF,

ILLIAM L. HUNGATE, MO,

MNE WS, JR., MICH,
s £RG, PA.
:AOM  NALDIE, CALIF,

ALTER FLOWERS, ALA,
AMES R, MANN, 5.C,

AUl 8, SARBANES, MD, -
3HM F. SEIRERLING, OHID
EORGE E. DANIELSOM, CALIF.
PHERT F. DRINAM, MA3S,
HARLES B, RANGEL, M.Y,
ARBARA JORDAM, TEX,

AY THORNTON, ARK.,
LIZARETH HOLTZMAN, N.Y.
JAYNE OWENS, UTAH
OWARD METVIHSKY, lB'NA

1
3

) ~
o~ £
THARMAN R <

@ongress of the Hnite ﬁiaiez

RDIIE"f MCCLORY, ILL.
CHARLES W, SANDMATY I, M5

@onmmittee o the Judiciary
House of Representaiives
Bashington, B.E. 20515

.Jupe 28, 1973

oy

CHARLES E. WISGINS, CALIP,
DAVID W, DENNIS, (NO,
HAMILTON FISH, JR,, N.Y,
WILEY MAYNE, IOWA
LAWRENCE J. HOGAN, MO,
WILLIAM J. KEATING , QHIO
M, CALOWELL BUTLER, VA,
WILLIAM 8, COMEM, MAINE
TRENT LOTT, Miss,

HAROLOD ¥, FROEHLICH, WIS,
CARLOS J. MOORHEAD, CALIF,
JOSEPH §. MARAXITI, ML),

1

- .
[T

Honorable William L, Hungate
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C,.

Dear Bill:

“Thank you for bringing to my attention correspondence

from your constituent J ] concerning
difficulties he encountered with the F,*B, I,

I want to assure you thamconeapondence has
been made a part of the records of the Committee on
the Judiciary. -

Best regards, '

; - Sincerely ’

PETER W. RODINO, JR,
Chairman

PWR:dc

P

ax AR a .

QENERAL COUNSEL:

JEROME M. ZEIFMAN

ABSOCIATE GENERAL, COUNYELS

GARNER J, qLIH!

COUNSELY

JOSEFH FISCHER
HERDERT FUCHS
HERBERT K. HOFFMAN
WILLIAM F. BHATTUCK
ALAN A, PARKEM
JAMEY F. FALCO
MAURICE A. BARBOZA
DOMHALD G, BENN
FRANKLIN G, POLK
ROGER A. PAULEY
YHOMAS K. MOONEY
PEITER T, STRAUS
MICHAEL W. BLOMMER
ALEXANDER B, COOK

o AR ———
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| [Missour
June 20, 1973 1

Representative William L. Hungate

9th District of Mlssouri ‘ : '
House Office Building _ _

Washington, D, Ce. 20025

Dear Mr. Hungate:

/

It is my understanding that you are a member of the House Judiciary
Committee which will very soon give consideration to legislation
relating to the Federal Bureau of Investigations

It will be very much appreciated if you will give or forward this
letter and its attachment to any member of the Judicisry Committee
who may have an interest.

The sordid case described in the attachment is known to maaﬁ:f?f]

r_nlgxgga‘_najt and present, in the Bureau and among these 1 -
. bC
w .

4

Sincerely yours,




Statcment

i

l, In the peried, 1946 to 1855, oxcept for a year of service in
the Korean War, I was chief librarian at the Va hospital, North
Little Rock, irkensase In the course of an administrative hearing,
which started in 1953 and continuocd into 1954, with every word
beaing veice recorded, I was witness to the raw intimidaticn of the
hospital persopnel oificer,

2« The recording of this administrative heaving, in the forn of

discs, was stored in the hospital administration building, an old

brick end wood structure. Host of the testinonies relating to the
intinidation, despite a ruling to the contrary by the hearing come |

?itteechairman, vas deleted from the typed transcript of the heupre |
NEe g _

3. Uithin a short time there were four Iincendisry fires at the
hospital with destruction of property valued at nearly 81,000,000,
There were two efforts to destroy the hozpital administration
bﬁilﬁi@g.

Le To me, and apparently to othere, it wap rezscnable to assume
that the recordingg housed in the hospitnl administration building
wvore the target of /the arscnist. . _
5« & few days after tha first eflfort to burn the ddministration
building I decided to make a visit to tho Little Dock office of
the FBEXe &ctually, I hed already hud a brief conversaticn, at the
hospital, with the two F3I agents who uers investigating thg firese.

6. Yy cvening statement {(herein necessarily paraphrased) was
thizs "I balisgve that the intinddaticn of homssexuanls 1s involved
in the fires." With that, the two secretarics who were typinrg in
~the office stopped work and prevarcd to listone %The two agonis

asked that 1 go outside the office with them for a continuniion
of the discussicne :

7« Qutside the offica, in the hall; I was not allowed to proceed
furthers "You are not the first hospituel employee, I was told,
Bto come to us with such a statomant. Ve have been directed by a
high authordty to make no investigation of any contention that the
12ti§idatian of homosaxucls is involved in the fires at tho hoge
p ta .“ . :

8¢ I made inauiry a&s to the identity of the "hiph authority® and
was advised that it was J. Fdgor licover, Direcror, Federal Bureau
of Investigations ?
9¢ The foregoing is, of course, nothing less than the obstruction
of Justicoe. :




)

10, This action on the part of J. Edgar Hoover resulted in the
following. The FBI made no investigation whatever of my contention
{(and the contention of others} that the target of the arsonist was
the recording cof the administrative hearing wherein the hospital
personnel officer had been subjected to intimidation and identifie-
cation as a homosexual.

11, Additionally, there was no public identification of the pere
sonnel -officer « a friend of licover of long acquaintance - as &
homosexual. S

12, All 4in all it was & cover up of a major scandal.

13§ng1 wrote a letter to Senatoy Fulbright in regard to the fbra-
go , i

1k, My letter to Senator Fulbright resulted in my being called to
‘the Little Roc? office of the FBI for an "interview,"

15. I was told that Hoover was very angry in regard to the letter
that I had written to Senator Fulbright. There were threats of
“actlion which would be taken against me if I wrote another letter
in regard to the case. _

16, An effort uas made, nevertheless, to convince me that the FBI
had "solved" the cass. The agents were "suspicious" of several

ntallv incompehient patients at the hospit d, in particular,
| 2 wOrld War II veteran. ad, so I

was told, va criminal mind."” p A

, o
17. Further, so I was told, they had asked thatg:;::::;:]ba,taken-
from the open ward where he was then assigned and transierred to

the hospitalts maximum security ward. The medical staff, eciting
the improvement that[_______ Jwas making, offered objection to this
request on the part of the FBI, RTC -
18, I protested apgainst their Ysolution® of the casa « pointing out
that their action was a severe punishment for a mun who in all probw
ability was innocent. Ky protest met with ridicule. ¥%The man is
insane," so I was told, "and wouldn't know whether he was in an

open ward or locked up." I realized that these agents knew nothing
 about mental illness. ‘ )

1G. I spent the next fifteen years of his life,
from January of 1955 to January of 1970, in the maxirum security
ward at the hospital. Indeed he was, as he has described those
years, "a polltlcal pri%oner.

20, Finally, after fifteen years of continuous effort, I was able

to secure his return to an open ward. Incidentollse T deunted a great
deal of effort to costablishing the fact thay had
never beforc been sccused of any crinme,
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO  : SAC, St. Louis (52-5856) pate: July 20, 1973

/FROM : Director, FBI

susjecT: MAJOR FIRE
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -
MILITARY (NPRC-M)
JULY 12, 1973
DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY -
POSSIBLE ARSON
00: ST. LOUIS

Re St. Louis teletype dated July 18, 1973,
Enclosed is one copy each of a letter dated July 14, 1973,

and its enclosures received from
Missouri

Review of Bureau files disclosﬂwas interviewed by Bureau
Agents in connection with a Crime on Government Reservation investigation

during 1954 involving a series of fires at the Ft. Root, rans Adminis-
tra ita], North Little Rock, Arkansas, wher as employed
as w St. Louis appears to be in possession of complete back-
ground information regardi See your file T0-509.

Letter received fron be forwarded to St, Louis in view
of captioned investigation. Receipt of letter not being acknowledged,

1 - Little Rock {(Enclosures - 5) (For info)

Enclosures - 5

SEARCHED. ., 5. . . NDEXED. .......
SERIALIZED,ﬂK/.HLED, V4,
JUL22 1973

ey oo ) ‘)\UE

O



ADCWESE:

DIRECTOR S7. LOUIS REGION ‘ ST. LOUISR EGION

N REPLY PLEASE REFER TO
UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

U.S. CtVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
FEDERAL BUILDING KANEAS, A, WOTER

ST. LOUIS, MO. 63103

YOUR REFERENCE

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63103
WL 29 w73

TO: All Agency Administrative/Personnel Officers

SUBJECT: Fire - Military Records Center

The Federal Executive Board met today to discuss the total impact of
the recent disaster and what support activities should be provided by
the Federal community.

The Human Resources Committee was charged with full responsibility for
any type of placement activities of personnel that may be affected on

either a short ::_lnna_:a:m_has1s___As_Chai:man.uf.:ha:.ﬂnmmi:tan_1I

have designated as

Project Officer for this function. !of his office

will serve as alternate. They may D€ contacted a -4271 or in b7C

Room 1731 at 1520 Market Street.

The current situation is that the staff of the facility has been
granted administrative through Wednesday, July 25, 1973. 4 portion
of the people have been recalled to work, but the sixth floor of the
building will apparently have to be completely removed. The result
is that Army and GSA are facing two completely different sets of
problems. Army feels they will return to full operation almost
immediately, while GSA has suffered record damage that is quite
extensive and could affect their staffing seriously. Should this

be the case, your assistance in providing outplacement for these
people will be vital.

We will provide you with current information as scon as it becomes
available and will be requesting your full commitment to solving the
problems that emerge.

Sincerely,

o b e T

Human Reso' ces Committee
Federal Executiw 52 %Z‘ 74

JIH 95 197'2

| reave |




FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63) .

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Investigation of the ‘massive.
fire at thé Military Personnel;
Records Center in Overland has |
uncovered no evidence to indi-|
cate how the fire began, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation’
has reported,

“We've found no physical evi-
dence to indicate arson or to in-
dicate what ‘was the cause,”
said Charles J. Devic, assistant
special agent of the FBI's St,
Louis office, He said that possi-
bilities wnder consideration in-
¢luded accident, spontaneous
combustion and electrical
faults, as well as arson.

Agents have been in the
build\iq;g, but have not gone yet
to the sixth floor, Devic said..
Government agencies, including’
the Federal Bureau of Stan.
dards, are testing the structure
to see whether the si-th floor
is sale to enter. - .

“It's still possible that it may’
be unsafe, since it’s supporting
the weight of the roof and the
rest of the materialonthe
floor,” he said. He indicated
that the tests probably would
"be completed this week,

Arson has been considered &
possibility because the building
bas had about a dozen small
fires over the last two years.
‘Most of these were started in
waste baskets, a General Serv.

. ices Administration spokesman
sald. o e=———

. FBI agg;_s h_a,q intorviewedj
rhore than 80 perséns who weres
In or nearthebuildinglast

Thursdyy, Devic sgid. Most of
these persons worled in the.
building,

The sixth floor held ahout
20,000,000 paper files on former
members of the Army and Air
Force. The entire building, a
block wide and two blocks long,
contained the files of about
56,000,000 armed forces person-
nel. )

A spokesman for the GSA
said that the preliminary inves-
tigation had indicated that
45,000 cubic feet of records on
the first five floors had been
damaged by water. “That’s out!
of a total of more than 1,000,000
cubic feet, so we came off pret-
ty well on that,’" he said.

On the sixth floor, the first
look indicated that about 80 per_
cent of the records had been
destroyed. ‘The only exception
is a portion of the new Army
registry files, the files on re-
cently discharged perzonne],”
he .said. - “That appears to be
about 95 per ceut salvageable,”

‘Most of the 200 civilian em-
ployes at the center will be on

administrative lea ve through
next Wednesday, &n Army
spokesman said. About 5¢ inter-
mittent employes thay apply at
- the local state employment of-
fices for unemployment com-
pensation,

Some employes may he called
to work on essential projects,
and others among the full-time
and temporary personnel are

* subject to call when needed, he

said. Those o vacation will

continue tg be beHd on vacatlon
status, he " i

-

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

P13A, St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, St. Louls,
sour

Date: 7/19/73

Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title:

Character:
or
Classifications:

Submitting Office: SL

{_] Being investigated

B -#F5 8 jy

SEARCHED  ,  INDEXED ] ... {
SERIALIZE i PA bty & XY
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote of Irnngcrnphon___July 20. 1973

(no middle nanTﬂ
St. Louis, Nissouri, telephone |

Federal Protective Service (¥PS), MEitary Persoanel
Recoxrds Ceater (MPRC), 9700 Page, Overlaamd, Missouri,
furnished the followilg information:

He stated he worked the midmight to 8:00 A M,
shift at the Records Ceater amd arrived at the Records
Cemnter om July 12, 1973, at approximately aidanight
whemn lhe siganed in. After receiving his gun from the
FP8 office located on the west end of the building, he
proceeded to the third floor to comduct a routine check
of same. He then returaed to the first floor to get
the sign out sheet for the custodial employees. He
was in the process of positioning himsell near the east
entrance of the building to sign Tn:_:hn_.-nln:nnu_lhrn
he received a telephone call Ifrom

who advised him there was & fire oi the fowth floor.

took the passenger elevator to the fourth

floor where he stated and difficult
to breathe. He called from
the fourth floor and to m he Ie @ re was on the

said he heard no explosions nor did he see any flames
this period that he was on the fourth floor.

[::ff::]floor and that he could not make it any fusther,
g

advised that he them returned to the first
floor and awaited the arrival of the fire department.

interviewed on at

by

7/12/73 Over u/nd , Missouri

File #

SL 52-4856z§2?

—

SA WILLIAM J, AHLER, JB.°
SA RICHARD ¥, H Y WJA;: pdp 7/18/73

Cale dictated

srmmmasActinae am raaclisiane ot the FAY I s the orooperty of the FBI and is leaned to your agency;
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FEDERAL BUREALU OF INVESTIGATION

July 20, 1973

Date ol tronscription

St. Louis,
Missouri, tel | advised that he was
employed as a with the Federal

Protective Service (FP8) at the Nilitary Persoanel
Records Ceater (MPRC), 9700 Page, Overlaad, NMissouri,
telephone 368-7312. Ne furaished the followi ng
informatiom:

stated that he worked the midaight

to 8:00 AKX, & and oa July 12, 1973, sigmned in at
the MPRC at approximately hidaight wherein he was
givea his gun and the keys to the FYP8 vehicle, BHe
stated he left the buildiag through the west eatrance
at approximately 12:10 A N, to inspect the FPS oar
which was parked im the west eatramce in froat of

the steps to the lobby. As he was imspectiag the
velicle, & white male approximately 25 to 30 years old,
long hippie-type hair, wearing & white motorcycle
helmet and riding a small motoroycle, approached him.

This individuel, who was uakmowa to
advised hia that he had obmserved the fi
southwest corner of the Records Ceater. atered
the FPS car and drove to the southwest coraer ol the
Records Center where he observed the fire buraiag
on the sixth floor approximately ome-third down the side
of the building in an eastward direction., The flames
were shooting out the windews directly above the
red computer cabimets which are located on the fifth
floor. The blaze ehcompassed three small windows
in the top of the sixth floor.

b7z

redlfiteored the vehicle and drove

back to the west eatrance of the Records Center where
the fire to FPSs _
tarn oalled the Overlaad Fire Pepartasat

as took the passeager elevater oa théd west
ond O @ bulldiag to the sixth floer.

interviawed on

by

7/1%/73 . Overland, Missouri o SL 52-48858 f??

BA
s‘ 4 'JA:pdp Date dictated 7/1‘/73

This document conlains neither recemmendations nor conclusions ol the FBi. 1 s the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;



SL 52-4856

As the door to the e ned or the
sixth floor smoke rushed in unq iprOllcd the
button for the fourth floor. He ex on the fourth
floor and then walked to the mixth floor via the
stairs. He was unable to open the door at the top b7C

of the stairs on the sixth floor as the smoke was too
heavy. He loor via the stairs
and called n a phone.

tated he remained in the fifth floor
area until members of the fire department had arrived

and set up their firefightimg equipment im the snackbar
on the fifth floor.

stimated that approximately 30 custodial
peocple were in the building that eveliag and would be
working throughout the buildimg. Accordiag to their
schedule, they norsally quit at 13:30 A M, and exit

through the east and west doors of the buildimg. To
[:::f:ff::;]kaowlodgo, RO one elge would be in the Records
Center with the exception of imdividua k
on the computers on the fourth floor. tated that
no one works on the sixth floer at night w he exception
of the custodial force.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of ironscription Jul! 20’ 1’73

St. Louis,
Missouri, was Interviewed af the Nilitary Perscomael
Records Ceanter (NPRC), 9700 Page, aad furmished
the followimg informatiom:

lstatod that it was his persoaal
opiniomn t e fire at the WPRC bhad begua somevhere
in the 1unodiuto vicinity of upright colusmas A-17

and A-20 om the r of the buildiag, which is
the top floor. ed this theory om reporis
of initial sigh he blaze and from a physical

exanination of the debris remaining after the fire
was extinguished.

He stated that the first fire alarm
was sounded at approximately 13:13 A M, o July 12, 1973,
He arrived shertly thersafter as aa initial isspection o
of the premises was beimg conducted to determime b7C
the exact loeation of the fire in order that the fire
fighting equipment might be directed accordingly.
It was first thought the fire was om the fourth or
fitth floor. An unusual amouat of smoke was emcountered
in the men's room on the fourth floor near the
escalators in the ceater of the building, A subsequent
inspection of the fifth floor resulted in finding a
heavier concentration of smoke and the presemce of heat
appareatly radiating downward from the sixth floor,

An inspectioa of the sixth floor was impossible
because of the iatense heat and smoke. He stated
that the head was so intemnse that the face mashs of the
firemen melted and the black firemenm coats turned white
in the heat.

Ba on the above-described initial
inspection, felt that the fire had been burning
for some time before it was reported, possibly as early
as 4:00 P M, the previous day, As no windows were open
nor were any circulatiag fams operatiag on the sixth
floor, he bedddvéllathat the smoke was forced to seek =

1/11/73 Overiand, Missouri SL 52-4856 - JOC)

File #

S
sa qu WJA: pdp 7/18/73

by e WSO _ _Date dicteted

Interviewed on

This document contoins neither recommendations ner conclusio ns ot the FBI |t is the property of the FB! and is ioaned lo your agency;



SL 52-4856

downward path to the other floors and the path of
least resiatance wag offered by the escalator
passages. As the fire coptinued to burn, the

heat built up, forced the flames upward and outward
flong the ceiling line until they broke out the
exterior windows at & point near column A-17 and A-20
on the south side of the building,

A physical examination #rom the south exterior
windows to a point approximately 150 feet north toward
the center of the building and bounded by two north - south
imaginary lines on the west and east from columms A-17
and A~-20 respectively revealed that & great amcunt
of heat had been concentrated in this particular area,
As one approaches the center of the "puilding, the metal
open shelves which formerly contained military records
are twisted and turned and in some places actually
melted,

In the area of greatest heat, the concrete
ceiling had collapsed on the filing cabinets and on
the floor. Military records in this area are completely
destroyed and in most places no aah remtine, As one
progresses southward toward the exterior wall within
this afore-described area, remaing of the files can be.
found on the shelvea. The ashes progress from practically
no remains to powdered white ash to heavier gray ash
to charred chunks of files t0o & poinrt near the south
windows where the files are approximately 75% intact with
only the edges being burned.

|ltlt.d that based on his survey in
the A-17 to A- column ared, he believed that the fire
had begun in this vicinity approximately 75 to 100 feet p7C
from the south windows in a mortherly direction,




FD 3072 (REV, [ 1-27-70) ‘ .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/20/73

Dote of transcription

Federal Protective
Service, Nation THD nhe cO nter-Military (NPRC-M),
9700 Page, furnished the copies of written statements that the
Protective Service had taken from the following protective
officers and guards:

B7C

wag the : 'rhnr-dr.v.._.mluz.._l
rom Midnight to 8:00 A M, an wag the _
n Wednesday, July 11, 1973, from 3:00 P.M, to 11:00 P.M,
Between 11:00 P M, and 12:00 Midnight, July 11, 1973, due io

scheduling, there would have only been two guards on duty,
[ [phonetic).

It ig noted that statements from all the guards had
not been taken at this time but all will be interviewed.

Interviewed on

bY—SAI 'Ck Q\&L’WD Date diciared 7/19/73 o

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. {1 is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency;

7/16/73 s St, Louis, Missouri fie & Ske 52-4856 /%%/

it ond its contents are not to be disiributed oulside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

July 23/73

Bate of transcription

| a8 re~interviewed at his
home at] [St. Louls, Missouri, and furnished the
following information:
dvised t s he W interviewed by
Special Agen on July
12, 1973, he has not seen any of the cust hat work
under him at the NMilitary Record Center. tated

after midnight on July 11, 1973, further advised

again that he learned about the fff:::fjut 15 or 25 minutes
that to date he has no suspects concerning the fire,

was questioned about the master key that he

has access to, &nd he advised that he seldom ever uses the

master key and remembers specifical he did not use the
key on the night of July 11, 1973, tated that this bic
key is held by the night guard in the record center,

was questioned concerning aI who
may have possibly been on_th ifth or sixth oors on the
night of July 11, 1973, [;;;:;fltated that to his knowledge,
was never on the : sixth floors and was working
urther advised, however,
are good friends and

merviewed on U1y 16, 1973  St, Louis, Missouri s 8L 52-4856’4@
) -

|
SA :1s81 July 20, 1973

Date dictated

by

cancliernne af the FBIL 1t 1s the property of the FBY ond is loaned o your agency;



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

| | 8t. Louis,
Nissourli, was imformed of the identity of the imterviewing
Agent as well as the fact that he was being interviewed
oconceraing a possible Federal violation inm Oflllnilﬂl__1
with the Destructiom of Goverameat Pwoperty.
vas advised that he was being reinterviewed inm efforts
to determine the exact times of his whereabouts om the
evening of July 11, 1973, tated that he arrived
at work at approximatly 3: p.n, tRd weut to work oa the
secoibd floor at the Nilitary Personmel Record bater, He
worked om the second floor im the corridor umtil his
lunch break at 7:30 p,m., Following his lumch break
he went up to the sixth floor where he werked from
approximately 8:00 p.m, umtil 10:00 p.m, He then went
down to the first floor where he worked for an additional
two hours until shortly after midnight at which time he
changed clothes and prepared to sighn out amd go home,
He recalls that he first heard of a fire im the building ©7C
at appr 12:25 a.m,, when he was on the first
floor, :::Iltatod that he is comsiderably oclder
than the majority of the employees at Military Persomnmel
Becord Ceater and does not mgeciate wvith his fellow
employees., He, therefore, could mot recall the names of
any of the other individuals who worked on the sixth
floor with him,

St. Louis, Missouri 8L 52-4856 /@

a@i :v1s o 7/20/73
7 - - mes PR T L L

SR, feeiths e e A e T PEY reac ol the BRI snd s leonad 10y ATy,



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/20/73

was informed of the identity

of the interviewing Agent as well as the fact that he

wag being interviewed concerning a possible Federal

violation im co with the Destruction of Govern-

ment Property. tf:ffffjadviled that he is employed by

the UNIVAC Division of the Sperry Rand Corporatiomn, 4100

Lindell, 8t, Louis, Missouri and for the past three to

four months has been working regularly at the Computer

Section of the Military Persomnel Record Center, 8700

Page, He stated that this section is located in the

northwest corner of the fourth floor of the building,

His regular work shift is from 8:15 a.a, to 5:00 p.m, and

that on July 11, 1973, he arrived at work at approximately

8:00 a,m, and departed shortly after 5:00 p,m, He recalled

that he brought a sandwich to work on that day and remained .
on the fourth floor for his lumch break, bicC

Etated that although he is not familiar
with all ployees on the fourth floor of the
building, he did not note any suspicious individuals on
the fourth floor on that day nor was hesware of anmy
unusual activities on that day, wag umable to

furnish any information regarding e re at Military
Personnel Record Center,

Ir addition, the following description was
obtained ®hrough observation and interview:

Race White
Sex le
Date of Birth
Residence
1 | uri
partments)
Height 6°'
Weight 170
Halr Brown
Eyes Brown
Marital Status Married
7/11/73 . 8t, Louis, Mlssouri .., SL 52-4856 /f)%é
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SL 52-4856

Wife

Military Service
8ocial Security
Account Number

U. S, Alr Force, 1957 - 1962

(1)

BrC
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ldentification Record Request
FD.g {Rev. 4-28-55}

- “‘
- INSTRUCTIONS
1. This form may be submitted in legible hand printing. 3. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner
] o anly, Also list in lower right corner all offices
2. Use separate form for each individual on whom which should receive copies of available records,
récord is requested. Include carbangef FD-9 for each office receiving

e iigs copies and forward with original to Bureau.
3. Make effort to furnish FBI identification number,

law enforcement identification number, or 6. Do not fill in block in lawer left comner.
military service number,

4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification
only when FBI number not avaiiable.

Date

To: DIRECTOR, FBI Atitention: ldentification Division 7../6._73

He MATOR FIRE, NTIONAL PERSONNEL MRECORDS CENTER ~

MILITARY , ST LOWUS, mo. 7-/R2-73
DGR - pPossiBLE éra.fau Fietd File No. 22~ 435-6
Furnish The Known Identification Record of the Following:
Namd F l_EO- 0
hgr No. 8¢
Alla ( [
Aor € ) J/
Sex Race Sizibolocll Rasidecce :
E A Mo, Mo .
‘| Height Weight buuu Hair Eyes Complexion F =T
[l

53" | 133 Stocky Bk Ber/ LAk
Fingerprint Clagsification i Scars, marks and tattoos
Also Furnish:
B¢ Photo

Ej Fingerprints
[} Handwriting Specimens

yd

Idenpyftication Qivision's Reply tuen Reply to:
On bag#s of information furnished, C, =
unablfe to identify:

Criminal Civil All
Filea [ Files [] Files Send Copies To:

[C] Record Attached
([ Photo Aﬂochec? ol D_ 4%Ss
{"J Photo Not Available SEARCED. ., .. NDDAED. ..
{7 Fingerprints Attached SERIAIZED LQ 5‘?97‘3?“4
1 Handwriting Specimen Attached . " uL e




Identification Record Request h 't
FD-g (Rev. 4-28-65)

-~
INSTRUCTIONS
1. This form may be submitted in legible hand printing. 5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner
o only, Alse list in lower right corner all offices
2. Use separate form for each individual on whom which should receive copies of available records.
record is requested. Include carbofof FD-9 for each office TECESVINE

. . . copies and forward with original to Bureau.
3. Make effort to furnish FBI identification number,

law enforcement identification number, or 6. Da not fill in block in lower left comner.
military service number,

4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification
only when FBI number not available.

Date

To: DIRECTOR, FBI Attention: ldentification Division '7.—/6._ 73

Re MATOR FIRE, NRTIONAL PERSONNEL MRECORDS CENVTER -
MILITARY , ST LOws, mo. 7-/2-73

DGR - pPosSIBLE ARSON Field File No. JA- 4856
Furnish The Known |dentification Record of the Following:
Nam FBI No.
Qthey'No.
lAlluses S .
Sex Rnce | P Besldence
m |~ [ Oxearmey Mo-
Helght Weight Bulid 150234 EYeT . Eomplexlon qe
1 5-9 | /¥a M&gum G ravy Brewna DArL

Fingerprint Classification Scars, marks and lattoos

Also Furnish:

B& Photo

[ Fingerprints

{3 Handwriting Specimens

- |

IdentAfication Division's Reply urn Reply te:
f information furnished, ) : =
o identify
Civit All
. Files [ Fites Send Copies To:

{71 Record Attached

[] Photo Attached

] Photo Not Available '
[} Fingerprints Attached

[] Hondwriting Specimen Attached

§




fdentification Record Request
FD-9 (Rev. 4-28-65}

-t
1. This form may be submitted in legible hand printing.

2. Use separate form for each individual on whom
record is requested,

3. Make effart to furnish FBI {dentification number,

law enforcement identification number, or
military service number,

only when F BI number not availabie.

4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification

INSTRUCTIONS

5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner
only. Also list in lower right corner all offices
which should receive copres of available records.
Include carbon of FD-9 for each office receiving
copies and forward with original to Bureau.

6. Do not fill in block in lower left comer,

To: DIRECTOR, FBI Attention:

ldentification Division

Dute

7-/6-73

MILITARY , ST ¢OWS, mo. 7~/2-73
DeP - possiBee  ARSON

He MATOR FIRE, AMRTIONAL PERSONNEL

#©€cords CEJTER ~

Field File No. 9= 4856

Furnish The Known ldentification Record of the Following:

Noeme

FBI No.
Other No. <CAaA)

=

Niessounr.

Sex Rnace (.T’F Birthplaces
M _| N
Height Weight Baild Halr Eyes
14
‘g {70 Mad Bl Brn

Ermpreren
PARK

Fingerprint Classificaticn

Also Furnish:

5 Photo

[} Fingerprints

{3 Handwriting Specimens

. g

Aligses P . ,, s : M
— 2 LS G g Bl s e
o

-

tdenfification Divisien's Reply

On

un

sis of information furnished,
le to identify:

Civil All

[] Files [ ] Fllas

Criminal
Files

(I Record Attached

[ Photo Attached

(1 Photo Not Available

(7] Fingerprints Attached

[] Handwriting Specimen Attached

Return Reply to:

%m&zﬂﬁ&)

Send Copies To:




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

b e 7/18/73

was interviewed at the guard
gate of the Adjudant General Publioations Center next to the
Military Personnel Records Center (MPRC), where he had
voluntarily sappeared and requested to talk to an Agent regard-
ing the fire at the NPEC,

advised he is a | Air
red), and resides at| |
New Jersey, no home telephone. He produced

military identification verifying his military status,

stated that he has been corresponding with

the MPRC, trying to obtain intomtif_p_tm_hy_gujalul file,
During World War I1 he was diagnosed He

believes this was an erroneous diagnosis and he has since beeén

who have told him they could not
at this time and that it was b7
oubtful if he ever had the disease, In 1966 when]| ]

retired from the service he was initklly placed in a rest home,
howewer, he was not confined to the home and has, subsequently,
held several jobs,

believes that the NPRC has released infor-

mation concerning his medical his employers and other
people which caused them to treat with caution, He saild

on one instance he was employed by a company and, shortly there-
after, everyone he worked with became very coocl to him and

would not associate with him, He has no specific proof that he
was treated in this malmer because people saw his military records,
Because of this mituation he has been writing the MPRC trying

to determine what informmtion is contained in his file, He first
wrote on November 24, 1972, but received the letter back attached
to a form requ ore information from him, After receiving
his letter back decided to go to 8t, Louis persomally and
look at his fis, He arrived at 8t, Louis yesterday, July 15,
1973, and had no idea that there had been at the MPRC

until he heard the news in his motel room, now believes

that the fire was started intentionally by an employee of the

MPRC who did not want to process his records, Another possibility

7/16/73 ~ Overland, Missouri SL 52-4856 /625;)
J— _ . B R - I P & - . oo _ [

SA | MED: jet o 7/19/73

[6_




SL 52-4856

was that one of the employees was just tired of working and
decided to burn the records up so he wouldn't have to work
with them anymore,

wag informed that the above information

would be taken into consideration along with other aspects

of the investigation, He stated he would be returmning to

New Jersey on July 17, 1973, He can algo bhe reached through

his employment, Gorods Corporation, Blairstown, New Jersey, Te
telephone number 362-6153,

is a White male, born

5'8", short gray hair o gertice number
sociai security number




I
A5~
23




FD-9 (Rev, 4-28-565) e
’ [

I. This form aaay' be submitted in legible hand pn'ming.

2, Use separate form for each individual on whom
record is requested.

3. Make effort to furnish FBI identification number,
law enforcement {dentification number, or
military service number,

4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification
only when FBI number not auailable.

- INSTRUCTIONS

5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner
only. Also list in lower right corner all offices
which should receive copies of available records.
Include carbon of FD-9 for each office receiving
copies and forward with original to Bureau,

6. Do not fill in block in lower left corner.

To: DIRECTOR, FBI Aftention: [denti

. . L. Date
fication Division

ke MATOR FIRE, MTIONAL PERSONNEL
MiLITARY, SI LOWS, mo. 7-/2-73

DeP - pPossiBLE AveSON

7-/6-73
RECORDS CENRTE —
Field File No. - 4856

Furnish TMOWH Identification Record of the Following:

Noamd L

FBI Ne.

Other No. SSAN

ANadSE 7/:;/“{// e A
Sex Race Birth Date " TTETEINTY
M A Mo, Mo-
Height Weight 2T N alir Eyes ComD ) Age
I
56" 1175 Srocky  |Grey | Broww oA 52
Fingerprint Classification L s

Also Furnish:

B Photo
{3 Fingerprints
[] Handwriting Specimens

Identification Division’s Reply _)—’}_’3-"\7
(7] On basis of information furnished,
able to identify:

Criminal Civil All

[} Files ] rite [ Files
Record Attached

] Phote Attached
Photo Not Available 3 however, one ma]

1 Fingerprints Attached
] Handwriting Specimen Attached

RO .
H
¢

Return Reply to:
}%\\5.;

Send Copies To:

s ;

y be obtained from BD>St Louis, Mo.

S A~ gEC - o

SEARCNED ., . . INDEXED 5. - ...
SERIALIZEpEZ 7= LED X7
JUL 261973

1S

GPQ 1 172 O - 461-548
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IPTEs v ed on

L

L L

|setated that

1y 12,
, Missouri, advised that
fends NMcCluer Senior High School,

IE he has
Adninistration (GSA) as a
working the 4:00 PM to 12: M sh

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/23/73

1973

he ig fears of age
Migsouri,

empl
t.

yed by General Services

ince May
tated that

while he was cleaning the sixth floor he noticed nothing

stated he 1+
the second floor,

—assigned to clean

1/12/73

Stt_Louisl Miﬁgou{}

SA
_SA

U_SLH:dmn

, as to anything that could possibly start a fire.
stated he worked on the sixth floor the entire night,

oft the sixth floor at 11:45 and went to
Etated that two other people are
) floor who are I

fe

__ bae ¥

7?118/?3_

iprets ot the FBL aas s looned 10 vl o

SL 52-4856-Jff

L7C



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- 7/23/73

St. Louis,
Missouri, telephone number | | advised that he is
employed by General Services Adminigtration (GSA) as a

|land has been employed f yoars,
and worked the 4:00 PM to 12:30 AN Bhift?ﬂ advised
he is ammigned to clean the fourth floor of tional
Personnel Records Center, Military Branch, mstated he
went to gixth floor 5:00 PM to vieit TNo in particular,
but "just loafing.,"” tfffff]stated that when he was on the sixth

©SA SLHE :dmn

floor he n othing unusual, or anyone there that he did
noi icncow that prior to signing out after work,

to ot to leave because there was
a Iire oo the OOT . tated that he left anyway

and did not pay attention to the supervisor.

Pl 811752"‘585677//&

7/18/73

7/12/73 _ St. Louis, Missouri

_ _ Tige atalent




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

| | Xatiomal
Persornnl.lnnn:dﬂ.ﬂlntlr [NIRC) , home ad-
dress . ] Missouri,
telephome number| | was interviewed regarding
the fire at NPRC on July 11-12, 1973,

B7e

advised that he rotated guard posts
betweoen the loading dock on the south side of the records
center and the east entramce gate on the east emd of the
building on July 11, 1973, between the hours of 8:00
A,M, and 4:00 P, ¥, He advised that he saw absolutely
nothing unusual on that particular day, and that the
only people entering through the east end of the build~
ing are the service representatives, and that their
technical equipment is always searched. ould
provide no further information regarding re and
stated that he has heard no information as to how it

got started,

7/17/73 _overland, Missouri ., SL 52-4856 //3

SA PR e o 772073
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i 7/25/73
I . | mational
P-rlorngl_ngggggg100-tor (NPRC), 9700 Puge, home ad-
dress t, louis, lil.ouri, hons tele-
phone number| advised that he worked the 7:00
A M, to 3:00 P.M, shift at the records cemter on July L7

11, 1978, [ Jedvised that he was statiored on
Post #3, which is the coantrol post for the west en~
trance, during the entire day., He stated that he saw
absolutely nothing unuswual take place on that day,

_7/17/78 . Overland, Missouri ,f,nle#,SL_5_2-47856,,//¥'

_ Sél E‘rk [11{\,&;\_‘ . _oLnoe hooted 1/_259123___” R R




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/25/73

Teglee ool i e e en _ i

| n
I_ﬂlmm_u_ﬁ.ﬁ.ﬂ_m.io_nov, home addr.ssl ]
Illineis, home telephone num-
ber | | was interviewed regarding the fire

at the National Persoanel Records Center (NPRC), on
July 11-12, 1973,

[:::::]adviled that he was standing guard
at the southeast gate between 11:00 and 11:30 AN,
at 9700 Page Boulevard on Saturday moraning, July 14,
1973, while the fire was still in progress. |
stated that at that time an automobile drove w n
50 fdet of the gate where it stopped, and a Negro male o
who drove[::::j]hicle watched the fire for a couple of b7

o

minutes, stated that he started to walk towards
the autom e and at that time the driver turned the
automoblile around and left the area in a hurry,

escribed the automobile as being dark
in color and thought it to be a two-door hardtop 1963
or 1964 Chevrolet,

7/17/73 _Overland, Missouri . ,SL 52-4856 -//4”
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p— ‘ - IN REPLY PLEADE niec e <o
UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

ABORESS: ’ ST
DIRECTOR ST. LOUIS REGION ST. LOUIS REGION
uSs. CiVIL SERVICE COMMISSION . YOUR REFERENCE
FEDERAL BUILDING COMPANG MISLOUR, LANSAS, NEBRAS KA. 1OWA
ST.LouIS. ‘.“0. 63103 OFFICE OF THE DIRECTGR, §T. LOUIS, MQ. 63103
i . JUL 2 6 w73

TO: All Agency Administrative/Personnel Officers

o B

SUBJECT: Fire - Military‘Records Center . .

L

The impact of the disaster on the staffing at GSA has now been fully
assessed. I am happy to report that all permanent staff members have
been recalled to full-time duty and that their previous employment
lavel will be maintained.

Access to the building has been greatly expanded and salvage .and clean-
up operations are well underway.

Since the agencies concerned may face additional problems in iob

engj i ion restructure and retraining, the designation D7C
of pf my staff as Project Officer for assistance

wi f ectl,

The immediate response we received from our letter initially advising
you of the problem was appreciated. I know we can count on your
cooperation in dealing with any future problems which arise.

Sincerely,

KX SRR P P
Fr&gils V. Yq,nak Chairman
Humah Resources Committee
‘Federal Executive DBoard

52— ’7’5/5’6 /z

SEARCHED__ .. 1NDEXE
SERIALIZERZ?2 iLEﬁ 1u7c
JuLa? 1973
bl | | MERIT PRNCIPLES ASSURE - |
2 T3 QUALITY AND EOUAL OPPORTUNITY . _ u it
17307 A0y 03 - qua



(Mount Clipping in Space Below.)k,

ecords center

3 Tot of damage done

"By ANDREW B, WILSON
Glebe-Dentocrat Stal! Writer
The threedaylong fire that destroyed
nearly all of 21 milllon service records on
“the alxth and top floor of the Military Per-
" somel Rocords Center has left behind spec-

Wl rein,

" Rbott hal the conter's roof, about double
e of s fossball field and made of
aaizammmnaiwmnn.umqmﬂww
.. s the fice's intense heat,

. The tall, upen smela! file caliinats in which

appears to result from 'y comedy of errors
and inattentin' on the Part of the GSA and

the Armay, tbe centers odf ine]l custodis
and deal : ' 8

could bave taken s el Inktiastive they
didn't, AR the m VP frden the construction
th;ouﬁ £ ma) hi'” ton said,
Yolngten ﬂmﬂ ; to coovince
the GSA, t ¢ W justide and appropriate.
ness” of aroh fire districts for
qﬁ::ﬂ:h,‘“‘“:ﬁ‘
¥ days the raged out of
control fros l_ﬁ X% ficemen were con
;ltmcy lavaly fighting #. More than 2
e ‘
. % @
ofa..tha d trowsgser and & director

, other sources was estimated at from M
- thy : 'mrﬁ“:lki:":——.—u““ to §7 mAlion. S

the fire must have besn smalderif AT TR
six hours before it was detected.

HE SALD THE floor was g
‘surerhested” by the Hme the first fire-

man opensd a fire door that the heat melted
his face mask,

He said he is amazed that the floor had
no lgarink]tr. smoke or heat detector or fire
walls.

At the press conferencs Mareld (Bud) Nel-
son, GSA director of aceident und fire pro-
tection, said he beiloves only ane guard was
on duty in the building the might of the fire
and that he assumey the guard had checked
aach floor at least hourly.

When told fire officials said it would have
taken about six hours for the tightly packed
papers on the MNoor o smoulder and heat
the butlding to such 4 degree bafore detec-
tion Nelson said, *[¢ might have taken 1o
SRR might have bean twor mtssgs?

~MELLON SAID the GSA has ‘S588 #ading
spriukler systems to its records buMdings
since about 1983 and intended to do so at
the building here.

“Frankly we had run through almest all
the record centers on this (sprinklers) ex-
cept for this one and one in New York,” he
sald,

“You can't just do oM this &t once” rwa;
his answsr to why the sprinkier syetem N
net been completed hery & fii decads
GS5A’s initial declslon to install sprinkders
its bulldings.

George Begg, GSA's manager of the resto-
ration project, sald the building's sixrh fioor
wiil be removed in the next thres monthes,

He said structural repairs and wo
coit from $8 mililon to 44 million.
cost of “restructuring” kat cecords

=

5
E

| / ﬂ.fz’_[}f{ é/f

P4A, St. Louis Globe-
Democrat, St. Louils,
sour

. 7/24/73
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. 1/18/73

b

l M as
rin:nzxia:ad_n:hrho apartment of
vhere he was vi ng. | ] vised

a8 to the identity of the interviewhg Agent by a show of
his credentials and was advised that he was being interviewed
concerning a fire afﬁtional Personnel Records Center

(NKPRC), 9700 Page. advised as follows:

He advised he is employed by the General Serwices
Adeinistration, Public Building Service, Custodial Fommee
at the NPRC, 9700 Page. He advised he cleans one-bhalf of
the offices on the nportheast corner of the sixth floor and
that tbese duties do not require him to go into the records ele
section, Om July 11, 1973, he was working the 4:00 p.m, to
12:30 a.m, shift, He atated he left the sixth floor at
approximately 10:30 to 10:45 p.m, to go to the fourth floor,
Finance Section Office, which is air-conditioned. He stated
that the air-conditioning in the building is shut off after
5:00 p.e., and it is "extremely hot"™, When he left the
sixth floor, he noticed nothing unusual and stated he
knows of no one who walild want to start a fire at the
Records Center nor did he himself.

He stated he found out about the fire when he was
on the second floor waiting to leave work. He stated there
were no alarms sounded and the building was not evacuated
of the employees, who had to wait inside the building to
s8ign out at 12:30 a.m.

H dvised that on July 11, 1873,
l had informed him that there ha wo res
within the last week in the building and that talked

to him about fire prevention,

The following description of was obtained
through observation and interview:

Race: White

cet o _1/18/73 .. 8t., Louis County, Missouri . §E4§§r4856'l;3?

BA dls e T/17/73




SL 52-4856

Sex:

Reight:

Weight:

Bair:

Ryes:

date of birth:

place of birth:

Social Security
Number:

Marital status:

Military:

serial number:
¥ather:
Bother:
Employment:

Parents residence:

Telephone:

Male
s'10"
160 pounds
Light brown; mustache and beard
Blue
|
| Missouri
| |
Single
United States Alr Force
2/10/69-1/14/72;

honorable discharge

Personnel Office, St,
Luke's Hospital,
r Avenue

Missouri

e



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/18/73

| | teiephone
[ | was advised as to the identity of the interviewing
Agent by a show of his credentials and was advised that he
was heing interviewed concerning a fire at the National

Persocnnel Records Center (NPRC), 9700 Page,
|wts interviewed at the apartment of
where he was vis neg .

vised AS 10l110WS:

advised he is employed by the General
Services Administration, Public Building Service in the
custodial force at the NPRC, 9700 Page, He stated he is
employed as a fill in man and that he works all over the
building filling in for people who are not there,

On July 11, 1973, he was working s 4:00 p.m,
to 12:30 a.,m, shift on the west end of the second floor
near the guard's desk, near the main gate. He cleaned the
Center Manager's Office, the Guard's Office, dispensary and
did other gepneral clean-up work., He stated that he noticed b7
nothing unusual nor does he know of anyone including himself ’
who would want to start the fire, He advised that the
building is extremely hot due to the fact that the mir-
conditioning is shut off at 5:00 p.m,

o
L4

He advised he has heard of a '"tremendous amount of
fires" during the day and he has had to clean up some of
these small fires from time {o time,

The following description of was
obtained through observation and interview:

Name: | |
Race: ite

Sex: Male
Height: 6°
Weight: 155 pounds
Build: Thin
Hair: Light brown: mustache and b@ard
- 7/12/713 Overland, Missouri . . SL 52-4856 A

SA (dls e 7/17/73




SL 52-4856

Eyes:

Date of bhirth:

Place of birth:

Social Security
Number:

Scars and marks:

Military:

Wife:
Children:

| Missouri

189

disc
neg,
pecting rst child

one inch scar below left B
eyebrow b7C
U, S. Army, 10/1/69 - 4/4/72;

approximately




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Lo ot e 7/137/73

telephone
number r_|'n- contacted at his place of employment,
the Mart Building, 12th and Spruce, St. Louis, Missouri.
He advised as follows:

On July 11, 1973, he went to the sixth floor with
l ko gel in order that they
could go to lunch from 7:30 to 8:00 p.m, He stated the time
thay went to the sixth floor was between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m,
and they were on the sixth floor approximately fifteen
minutes, At approximately 9:45 p.m., he also accompanied
| ko the sixth floor in order to gotl iin
order (o go on break, At this time |
|:| Custodial Force, was on the sixth floor also
f ¥ [ | who normally works on the first floor,
After thelr break which ended at approximstely 10:00 p.m.,
he went to the fourth floor to the air-conditioned
Finance Office. He stated he never went back to the sixth
floor after that.

At approximately 12:10 to 12:12 a.m., he was

at the main entrance on the second floor waiting to leave
work whe rd a guard and say there was
a fire, stated that it was too sm te go back up

and at approximately that time, a man on a Honda came into
the building and sald there was a fire,

stated he knows of no one smoking cigarettes
and/or uara;uans in the building. He does not know of any-
one taking drugs or sleeping in the building. He stated he
has sSmoked marhjumna when he was overseas in the United States

Army.
stated he would take a polygraph test if
requestedy
s 71/16/73 . _Overland, Missouri . SL 52-4856 /5,

- - ———————

SA dls . 1/17/73




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

e T/18/78

|
| [ HIssouri, vwas contacted &t

his place of employment, the Mart Building, 13th and
Spruce, St. Louis, where he provided the following infor-
mation:

After he left the sixth floor of the National
Personnel Records Center (NPRC) at approximately 10:30 to
10:45 p.m., be did not return to the sixth floor. BEHe
noticed nothing at all unusual and everything seemed
normal, He stated there was a crew of possibly three

people who were £i i loors on the sixth floor
after he left, waS ge of thie
buffing crew, which conm sd of and two high

school studenis, both males,

At 12:15 to 132:20 a.m., July 12, 19ﬂ3..hn.ln1
I_u_ths_nun_mmnn_qn] the second floor when _
told him about the fire., He knew

nothing about it until then.

b7

He stated he ham seen some of the workers at the
NPRC sleep on duty and bas alsc seen some of them drinking
alcoholic beverages while on duty. He advised that he has
seen ligquor bottles in some of the trash cans and also that
he and some other ppople took a couple of dranks™ before
Christmas, 1972, while in the building. He stated he
has never geen any drugs or maritjuana on the sixth floor
Oor anywhere else in the buillding. He stated he has never
smoked markjuana nor taken any druge while in the
building, He atated he has smoked mardjuana while in the
military, but that he has not smoked it in approximately
ohke and one-half years, He advised he would be willing
to take a polygraph test if requested.

7/16/73 . St. Louis County, Missouri, . SL 52-4856 /J/
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/26/73

Dute of transcription

| _ ,
Missouri, was interviewed at 15320 Market Stireet regarding the
fire which sccurred at the "1111Cff:ff]'onn.1 Records

Center (MPRC) on July 12, 1973. provided the fol-
lowing information:

He stated that he reported for work on July 11, 1973
at 4:00 p.m, as usual, Nearing the end of hig shift at
approximately 12:06 a.m., July 12, 1973, he saw smoke coming out
of a vent in one of the elevators. tf::ffjoxinatoly 12:11

what he bhad seen,

he told a guard by the name of
|:|-ddod that he left work as usual at 12:30 a.m.
tated that he has no idea who started the
fire and knows nothing about the fire itself. However, he

stated that the fire may bave started from an electrical L7
source, The lighting system has caused trouble in the past. o

The following information was obtained through
interview and observation:

Name:
Race: Black
Sex:

MPRC Badge No.:
Address :

issouri

Place of birth: ssouri

Date of birth:

Age:

Helght: 6'14"

Weight: 215 pounds

Eyes: Brown

Hair: Light brown

Social Security
Account Number:

7/25/73 . St. Louis, Missouri fie 4 SL.52-4856 - LL A,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/18/73
[;;]tolephono| | was advised as (o the identity of
¢ interviewing Agent by a show of bis credentials and

informed that he was being interviewed concerning the fire
at the National Pergonnel Records Center (NPRC), 9700 Page.

Ldvinod as follows:

Ho is employed as a [::::::::]onployoo with the
General Services Administration, Public Building Service
at the NPRC, 9700 Page, where he cleans the bathrooms on
the second floor. He stated on July 11, 1973, he was work-
ing the 4:00 p.m, to 12:30 a.m. shift., He is primarily
assigned to the second floor, but he can be assigned to
other floors if he finishes his work ahead of time, people
are on leave, sick, etc,

He stated on July 11, 1973, he was on all of the
floors of the Recerds Center including the sixth, He
noticed nothing unusual and stated that at approximately
midnight, almost everyone in the Records Center goes down
to the first or second floors to sign out.

He stated there are usually only three people
employed on the sixth floor:

who cleans bathrooms
who cleans the office
st end of the building
who cleans the offices on the
easl side of the building,

He advised that to the best of his kpnowledge, the
above three individumls do not go into the record section
0of the sixth floor unless they have to and stated he does
not go into the record section unlesshe has to, He advised
the record seciion is"extremely hot" as the air-conditioning
in the building is shut off at 5:00 p.m. He advised
he could think of no one who would want to atart the fire
and stated he himgelf did not,

—i - - -

7/12/73  j  St. Louis County, Missour} . SL 52-4856 /,
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He stated that between twelve midnight and 12:30
a.m., he first noticed the fire, but that there were no
alarms or sprinklers indicating that a fire was in progress.
He advised thathe noticed a white male, approximately
34 to 35 riding a little red Honda mcotorcycle, who at
approximately midnight, told the guards at the Records
Center where the fire was located. When the Fire Depart-
ment arrived, they came to the front of the building instead
of the back where the fire was located. This was
approximately 12:30 a.m., He gtated he observed the fire
from outside the bullding and that when the water from the
fire hoses hit the cardboard file cabinets, which were on
fire, it knocked the file cabinets inward thus spreading
the fire to the interior of the building.

He advimed that there are always small fires at
the Rocords Center, but that these have always been put
out in time, He stated there was a fire in one of the
paper towel disposals in one of the bathrooms he cleans,
but that this was also put out in time.

The following description of was ob-
tained from observation and interview:

Race: White

Sex: Male

Heigzht: 5tg"n

Welght: 140 pounds

Eyes: Hagzel

Hair: Brown; beard and mugtache

Tattoos:

characteristics: wears glasses and/or contact

date of birth;

place of birth: Missouri

Social Security

Number :
Wife; nee
Children: expeciing rfirst child;




SL 52-4856

Military: United Statites Army;
June 2, 1970 - January 28, 1972;
honorable discharge

Arresis: States has 1o arrests

j
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Date of lranscription 7/18/73

telephone was advised as to the ldentily of
the interviewing Agent by a show of his credentials and
informed that he was being interviewed concerning the fire
at the Matiomal Personnel Records Center (NPIC), 9700 Page.
SPECKMEYER advised as follows:

He advised that on July 11, 1973, Bmworked on the
second floor exclusively. He stated he went on break from
9:45 ~ 10:00 p.m. to the fifth floer, west end, where &
small lounge area is located with Coke and sandwich Effhino-.

He met [there at 9:45 p.m. He stated
cleans © ces on ¢ east end of the building on the saxt

fleor., A break, he went back to woerk on the second
floor and stated he was going back to the sixth floor
and turn on t ights,

At approximately 10:30 or 10:45 p.m., he went to

the fourth floor, rinanci?L Office, lwich is air-conditioned.
I_'nh.i.n_nl;ﬂ.c-_i.n_u.nn.d_h- nd he stated that he,
were there for [ WA
approximately 30 minutes to take advantage of the air-
conditioning.

At approximately 11:30 p.,m,, he andl
went to the second floor to clean a rug. While oy Wwere
this they talked to the guards, one of whom is named
last name unknown).

He stated that he did go up r at
approximately 7:00 to 7:15 p.m. to ge to go
home for lumch at 7:30 p.m, He was on ® S1X ooT not

after 7:15 p.m, and he would say this "positively"”,

He stated there are "alot of spots™ in the
building where employees sleep and/or smoke, but he can not
say for sure if any of these are on the sixth floor. In
his opinion, if snyone wanted to smoke, they would do it
in the office where they could sit down in a comfortable
chair and not in the file areas, which are extremely hot.

rereicwed on 7/16/73\ ./8t. Louis County, Missouri, ; SL 52-4856 /2%

SA r
by [15 Dale dictated 7/17/73
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He stated he left the NPRC at 12:30 a.m, on the
"button" as they would not open the doors until 12:30 a.m.

He ad fire approximately
12:10 a.m. from and that when he left
the building at 12:30 a.m., he first saw the fire at that
time. He stated that it was approximately another ten or
fifteen minutes after this before the firemen started putting
any water on the fire,

When he firsi saw the fire, it was located on the
south side of the sixth floor, approximately 50 feet east of
the center of the building at the windows, At this time the
flame was approximately ten feet wide and went from the floor
to the celiling. As he observed this, he could also observe
thewest side of the bullding and he did not observe any fire
at that location.

He stated that the records are stuffed tightly
into cardboard boxes which are placed on thin metal shelfes
on the sixth floor.

stated that he smoked marhjuana while in
the army in Rorea where he was stationed for one year, He
stated he never smoked cigarettes or marajuana in the
building and that he never took drugs or saw anyone else
smoke or take drugs in the building, He stated he would be
willing to take a polygraph test if needed.

ina



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/18/73

|telephone| was advised of the identity

of the interviewing Agent by a show of his credentials and
advised that he wished to speak to him regarding the fire at

h Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page Avenue.
| Iadvisod as follows:

He ia employed as al Iror the General
Services Administration, Public Building Service at the
National Personnel Records Center (NPRC), 9700 Page, where
he is assigned to cleaning the bathrooms on the sixth
floor. On July 11, 1973, he worked the 4:00 p.m. to
12:30 a.m, shift ip his usual position on the dixth floor.
He advimed that after 5:00 p.m., the air-conditioning in
the bullding is shut off and it is extremely hot.

He stated that on the night of July 11, 1973, he Db7C
did not notice anything or anyone unusual and when
he left the sixth floor at approximately 12:05 a.m., he
noticed nothing unususl., He advised that when he left, he
believed that he was the only individual on that floor and
he did not observe any smoke or fire. He stated he left
the building at approximately 12:35 a.m, at which time he
observed the fire and the fire engines.

stated that he formerly cleaned the
bathrooms over the cafeteria and he has heard of fires in
trash contaipers there and in other places in the building.

He atated thul also
work on the sixth fléor with him where they clean the
offices,

The following descriptive data of was
obtained through observation and interview:
Race: ¥hite
Sex; Male
Height: 6ta2n
ow.,_7/13/73 | Overland, Missouri  SL 52-4856 /25~
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Weight:
Build:
Hair:

Eyea:

Date of birth:

Place of birth:

Social Security
Number :

Characteristics:

Military:
Occupation:

Wife:
Children:
Father:
Mother:

Parent's phone #

200 pounds

Medium

Brown; shaggy; mustache and
beard

! WOeArs glasses
, Missouri

I

b7C

U, S, Army; 9/69 - 6/71
Currently a student at Webster
Callaca

" Hane

EISBUUL X

(]~



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1/18/73

| !tolophonol | was advised of the
n y o he interviewing Agent by a show of his credentials

and advised that he wished to speak to him regarding the
fire at Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page
Avenue. I Iudviaod as follows:

On July 11, 1973, he was working the 4:00 p.m. to
12:30 a.m, shift at the Naticaal Personnel Records Centier
(NPRC) and worked the entire time on the sixth floor cleaning
bathrooms, which is his nor1.1_1gh‘__ﬂg_a;l;gd_hg_lgix_ﬁhe
gixth floor 12:05 a.n, with

(last name unknown), who are alsol| |

|alno works on the sixth floor and e
last name unknown) works on the second floor. He stated T

[:i::;;:::;;;;:;;:::i:!:ad been on the elevator and had ridden

o the 8 o0or whereupon he entered the elevator, and rode

down to the first floor. He stated as far as he knows, he was

the last person on the sixth floor and he noticed "absolutely

nothing™ unusual on the sixth floor when he left, All of

the lights were off and he did pot observe or smell any

smoke or fire, or anything unusual. He stated he then went

to the firat floor where he put his cleapning cart away and

then went to the second floor to a little room neaxr the

guard's office where he read a magazine. He stated the

time was then approximately 12:10 or 12:13 a.m., July 12,

1973, As he was reading the magaxine, he thought he heard

som@one say that a car was burning in the parking lot, but

attributed this to the fact he does not hear very well due

to his being in a artillery unit in Vietnam, He then heard

someone say there was a fire on the fourth or the sxkth floor,

This was approximately 12:20 a.m., He stated the Fire Depart-

ment arrived by 12:25 a.m,

stated there are definitely spots or
places in the NPRC where individuals go to sleep and/or

smoke #igarettes and/or marijuana. He stated that these

areas are located on all floors in the file areas of the
building. He stated that this type of activity is "“definitely

7/17/73 . Overland, Miseouri . 8L 52-4856 /3¢
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done on the sixth floor" but that he could not say for sure
who was doing the smoking. He stated he could 'give an ed-
ucated guess", but would rather not say. He stated he has a
pretty good idea who smokes marijuana in the building

and stated he has seen people smoking marijuana, but did not
want to implicate anyone. He stated that he himself formerly
smoked marijuana, but does not smoke it at the present

time, He stated he gave up smoking cigarettes ene and one-
half years ago. He stated that he was pretty sure most

of the younger veterans employed in the building have smoked
marijuana before and that they have probably smoked it in

the building. He advised that he is '"positive™ no one

was smoking either cigarettes or marijuana on the mixth floor
on the night of the fire.

He stated that at least twice a week, people go
to the file section on all of the floors to smoke marijuana
or cigarettes, He stated that he either sees or hears of
the same people doig this.

At this stage of the interview was
asked if he would take a polygraph test about the above
statements and stated he would.

then stated that he has smoked cigar-
ettes and marijuana in the NPRC on the sixth floor and other
floors., He stated that the younger people employed in the
building "definitely" smoke all over the building, but

that apnnnximaiglx_nng_mnﬁ:h ago, he heard that a friend
of his, s stopped by a Federal Bureau

[f::if:f::fiation Agent in the building regarding

bringing marcotics into the building.

stace aL he "really became paranoid" over the
smokE::;:::::::j:ana in the building after th}g_ingiggggl

with He stated that the odds are

has ana, but would not state whether he has

ever seen him smoking in the building.

I Istated that he can definmiely smell
marijuana when someone is smoking in the building, but that
the individual doing the smoking "usually takes off" when
someone approaches,

o

B7C
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[::::::::J Missouri, telephone numberL_T______J_maT
contacted at his parent's residence_at

LTI

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/13/73

Dote of lronscription

issouri, telephone number| | He was
advised of the official identity of the interviewing
Agent and that the interview concerned the fire at the
National Personnel Records Center - Military (NPRC-M)
on July 12, 1973, He then furnished the following
information:

He 1s currently employed as a| |at
NPRC~M and works the 4:00 p.m, - 12:30 a,m, shift, He
began his employment at NPRC-M approximately June, 1972

apd has been a ]the entire period, His
He i1s normally assigned to
€ mop and wax crew put oltenwrks relief and therefore

Interviewed on

by

This decimen 4

works everywhere in the building at different times,

During the evening of July 11, 1973,
was assigned to the mail room, restrooms, publication
{or printing) room, and the motor pool, All these areas
were on the first floor., He finished his work and left
NPRC~-M at 11:00 p.m,, July 11, 1973, although he signed out
as of 12:30 p.m., July 12, 1973, He stated when he left
he did not notice anything unusual or suspicious,

Concerning the fire' stated he had
no idea how the fire could have started or where 1t started.
He first heard of it on the radio, He added a couple of
months ago, e was a string of fires in the restrooms
at NPRC~M, Ifeels these had to have been started

by someone,

He stated he had heard on the radio that the
fire possibly started on the sixth floor. He thinks that
there is only a total of three employees working on the
sixth floor during his shift, He added these three are
custodians,

stated 1f the fire was started by arson,

7/12/73 St. Ann, Missouri SL 52—4851/27

at File #
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he has no idea who could have been responsible for it.
He has ho reason to suspect anyone of starting the fire
and knows of no NPRC-M employees who are disgruntled

enough to cause this,

He has heard of no rumors concerning

a fire and has not noticed anything or anyone acting

suspicious or unusual in the past weeks.

It is his opinion that it would
difficult for an outsider to get into the
5:00 p.m, without help from the inside as
tight due to the utilization of guards and
being locked at 5:00 p.m,

furnished the following

be very
building after
the security is
the doors

information:

Name
Sex Maie
Race White
Address [ |
Missouri
Telephone
Previous address
{fissouri
—Jclephone:
Date of Birth
Place of Birth [Missouri
Height 5T 107
Weight 150
Hair Long brown
Full beard
Eyes

I_Hazel

Social Security

Account Number

Education

Attending|

Community College

toncluded by saying if he learns of

any informa;;on :co

icerning the fire, he will contact

the St. Louis Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

{po
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Date of ranscription 7/16/73

Missouri, telephone number was interviewed at the
St, Louis Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,

He was advised of the ofiicial identity of the interviewing
Agent and that the interview concerned the fire at the
National Personnel Records Center -~ Military (NPRC-M) on
July 12, 1973, He then furnished the following information:

He was originally employed at NPRC-M for a couple
of months in 1968 in a training program for messengers,
There were no openings at this time and he was let go, He

befan_um;mmllplomnt at NPRC-M in October, 1970
in He has continued in | ] bic

and 1s currently working in this field, | |
l]and he works the 4:00 P,M, to 12:30 AM,

|
shift.

In his job,E;::::;;is assigned to the escalators
on the first through sixth oors., He is responsible for the
dusting and sweeping of both ends of the escalators, When
he starts his shift, he begins on the sixth floor and works
down to the first, He worked his normal shift on July 11,
1973, and began working on the sixth floor as usual,

finished his work at about 12:00 Midnighkt
and went to the locker room to clean up, At this time no

one had mentioned anything about a fire, At about 12:15 A.M,,
July 12, 1973, he went to the second floor to sign out,

Whide he was standing in line waiting to sign out, someone

had mentioned that there was a fire upstalr No mention

of the size or exact location was made, | |stated he
agssumed the fire was small and was under control, He thought
no more about it, and signed out and left at 12:30 A .M,

E:::::]stated on Thursday afternoon, July 12, 1973,
he first learned the extent of the fire, He added that on his
shift he did not notice anything or anyone acting unusual,
suspicious, or out of the ordinary, He had no idea of the
cause of location of the origin of the fire,

7/16/73 SL 52-4856 --/«25’a

St. Louis, Missouri
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had not noticed anything or anyone
suspicious for the past couple of months, and has not heard
of apy rumors of anyoae who desired to start a fire at
NPRC-M, He added he had no idea who could have caused

the fire, if the cause was arson, and he suspects no one

of doing this, He knows of no organirations or individuals
who are militant agaiast the Federal Government or the
NPRC-M administration, who might be responsible for the fire,

stated it is his opinion that it would
be very difficult for an outsider to get into the NPRC-M
but that it would be easy for any NPRC-M employee to move
around freely to any area,

then furnished the following descriptive

information:
Name
Race Negro
Sax Male
Address [ |

Missouri, telephone| |
Date of Birth
Place of Birth | | Misgouri
He ight

Weight 225

Build large
Hair Black
Eyes Brown

Social Securtity
Account Number | |
Military

Arrests

Eduecation Atten

alird

Characteristics

! croncluded by saying he would contact the St.
Louss Office of tee FBI if he learns of information regarding
the origin of the fire,

[N
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

July 20, 1873

I [::::::] |Fodorul Protective
Service, Ba adv he was on duty at the

National Persommel Records Center - Military Branm
on July 11, 1973, werking the three to 11 shift. i
post was the main guard desk, which is the oamly door
through which access may be gained to the building

after 5:00 P.lr Oatil 5:00 P ). this door was

guarded by FPO was

on buildiag patrol, amd| 'jho on

outside duty. After 5:00 P .M, it is job

to see if all gates to property are locked on the b7C

10 foot femece surrounding the building.
trolled the fourth, fifth, and s
oors umtil about 10:35 'f.f He came down from patrol

at 10:30 P .M, to reliev for a break and advised
a2ll was normal at that tiIme, Prior to th.t’E:;::;;;l
reported every hour, to1nnhnninnllx__:n]1ndioa °
everything was normail, chme in from
cutside patrol at 8:30 P .M, and patrolled floors

one, two, and three inside the buildimg.

advised that during the emtire shift nothing
unusual occursed, and that there were no unauthorized
persons in the buklding. He advised that his shift

ended at 11:00 P_M, and there was no fire in the building,
to hie knowledge, when he left,.

7/15/13 Overland, Missouri

SA ﬁi;ﬂ R. SHUMWAY :pdp 7/18/73
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

July 20, 1973

General Services

Administration (GSA) ! advised that om July 11, 1973
the night of the fire National Persomnel Records

Center - Military Braanch he worked the four to 12 shift
assigned to patrol of floors four, five amd six which
includes all safes, e and eagineeriag rooms,
and gemeral patrol, I::g:.:d he had access to all
areas o those floord, rounds between 5:00 P M.,
and 10:30 P._M.

About 10:30 P.M[ ____ |saia he came to the
s econd or_.;in_llng;_.;;ligrt from the mixth floor and
rolieved a2t the main guard desk
There was no fir x when he left that floor. |
between 10:30 P M, and 13: 00 an L7C

said ke relieved

is net 0 leave the desk during that period
of time, said he noticed no unusufl smells or
activity, and nothing out of the ordinary at anytime

during his shift.

He stated mo unauthorized persons entered
the and everyone in the building was signed
advised he was relieved at midnight by FPO
with nothing eventful bappening to tht point,

oeensso 1/18/13 60 . Overlamd, Missouri . . SL 52-4856 /30

SA : pdp 7/18/73
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dole of transcription 7/19/73
telephone was contacted and provided the
following ThTormation:

i a in the Federal

Protective Service security force assigned at the National
Personnel Records Center. He works the midnight to 8:00 AM
shift and his desk is located at the west end of the
building.

e on July 12, 1973, he was told by

, who had been patrolling the parking
t there was smoke coming from the sxith floor.
immediately contacted the Community Fire Depart-

ment by the red phone, direct line on his desk.

has no direct knowledge of any other

events happening that morning since his desk was at the

other end of the building. He is not aware of any threats

or attempts to set fire to the building nor is he aware b7C
of any bad fire hazards on the sixth floor. He has heard

that there have been two or three fires during the day

which were thought to have been set intentionally.

| |is a ale X foot two, 190
pounds, date of birth

Interviewed on at

\

by %i Lcw Date dictated 7/19/73

This documen! contoins neither recommendations naer cenclusions of the FBI. I is the praperty of the FBl and is looned to your agency;
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/26/73

Daote of transcription

| |advised that she has been employed at the National
Personnel Records Center (NPRC), 9700 Page, from 1967 to

1969, and from March, 1971 to the present time. She stated
she is employed as anm regular Army records, enlist-
ment eligibility activitiel oifice, located on the west end

of the sixth floor near the esculators, She advised that she
worked the 7:15 a,m, to 3:45 p.m, shift on July 11, 1973 and
that during that time she noticed nothing unuwsual, She stated
that there have been no fires on the sixth floor to her know-
ledge, but there was a mop fire in the women's restroom approxi-
mately one week prior to the fire. She stated there have been
several small fires in restrooms in the past, but that she
knows of no one who started these fires,

| |stated that she has observed some of
the young people at the records center who work through the
Neighborhood Youth Corps Program walk into a restroom with a
stack of papers and when they came out they had none, She
stated she believes some of these young people are tearing
up records and could possibly bhe responsible for starting some
of the small fires,

BiPC
The following description of was
obtained through observation and interview.;
Race: White
Sex: Fena le
Height: 515
Weight: 140 1bs,
Hair: Reddish-brown
Eyes: Green
(always wears glasses
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth: | [HIssourl
Social Security
Account Number:
Intervigwed on 7/20/73 / at WOOdson Terracel Missourif—'ile ¥ SL 52—4856 _ba

N

o
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Husband;
Son:

Arrests:

IﬁLaddreBS

Age |

None
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FEDERAL BUREAU CF INVESTIGATION

7/24/j§

IR IR

|tele—

phone nwmberl | advised as TolloWE.

He is employed in the National Personnel Records
Center (NPRC), 9700 Page, a8 a | |in the Auto-
mated Equipwent Division, Reserve Components Personnel Admin-
istration Center, He stated he will be employed at the NPRC
for 11 years in September of 1973, He advised he started
work on the fifth floor a8 & file clerk and has worked on the
sixth floor in the past,

He stated he arrived at work at 11:45 p.m,, July 11,
1973, to work his pnormal shift, 11:50 p.m, to 7:50 a.m. He b7C
stated when he arrived, part of the clean up crew was vworking
on the second floor and that he signed in and went directly
to the fourth floor where he works, He noticed no strange
faces or anything unusual,

At approximately 12:15 a.m,, July 12, 1973, he thought

he heard someone sSay a _computer machine was burnin d he
smelled smoke, He and| |wont
to the door of the compgler room an roug window could

see very thick smoke in the corridors,

At approximately 12:20, Falled the guards

and advised them of this smoke, also sent the military
personneél and the wmen
gtaire, At this time,

re still in the computer room, They went to the
other daoor of the computer room and through the window observed
the fide area on the fourth fi#or, At this time, there was
"some smoke', but not very much, They then went back to the
computer room and "poweMed down" all computer equipment,

At approximately 12:25 to 12:35 a,m, three firemen
came to the fourth floor and two were sent to check the r
rooms, but reported no fire., The fireman in charge askedl
to call the guards! desk in order to get the esculators
working, so more firemen could come up to the fourth floor.

7/20/73 . Woodson Terrace, Missouri _ SL 52-4856 /7.3

e r
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omputer equipment was shut down,
then walked downstairs to the second
floor and they heard someone yell to evacuate the building,
eft the building, walked around to the back of it,
an ere observed the fire, At this time, it was centrally
located on the sixth floor in the back, behind one of the
big exhaust fans, The flames had broken the glass and were
lapping over the roof, The flames at this time were approxi-
mately 40-50 feet wide, He stated that almost immediately
the flames started jumping sideways with great repetity.

He stated he leit at approximately 2:30 a.m, and at
that time the entire sixth floor was not engulfed in flames,

l stated that from his experience working in

the records section, he feels the record section could not burn

or spread that quickly due to the fact the records are tightly
packed into very heavy cardboard boxes, He stated that burning
these records would be like trying to burn a rolled up news- o
paper, He feels something must have been used to start the fire biC
as it spread so quickly, He stated that cleaning fluid could

have been used and the custodial force has access to it, He
believes the cleaning fluid is stored on the first floor, He
stated he does not feel gasoline or any flamable substance could
have been brought into the building due to the security pro-
cedures,

He advised he has never heard anyone talk about set-
ting fires, although he feels several of the young people working
at the recewds center in the "youth programs" may have started
several small fires in the past., He stated that approximately
five years ago there were not even any "dirty words" written on
the bathroom walls, but since the youth prograTa_:ha:n_hana_haaT
trouybles in the building. He stated he is the

and that he comes in contact with these

problems frequently,

The following description of was obtailned
through ohservation and interview:

Race: White

Sex: Male

Height: 5¢11"

Build: Heavy

Welght: 325 1bs.
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Hair; Brown

Eyes: Hazel-green

8)
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth: [issourl o
Social Security b7C
Account Number:

Scars and Marks: | |
Military Service: one

Wife:
S Same address
Employment: National Personnel
—Racorda Contal
Son:

Arrestis:
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TITLE OF CASE

MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL SA pdp
PERSONKNEL RECORDS CENTER - CHARATTED OF CASE

MILITARY (NPRC-M)

7/12/73

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON

REFERENCES: SL tel to Buremu, 7/12/73;
SL airtel to Bureau, 7/19/73.
- P -
ENCLOBURES: Enclosed for the Bureau are 53 photographs

of the fire and its aftermath at the NPRC-M,
8t. Louils, Mo.

ADMINISTRATIVE: The National Bureau of Standards (NBS) has
conducted an investigation at the fire scene

from the standpoint of safety and prevention of future such

fires, but indicates no interest ic the criminal aspects

of this matter. The NBS is very interested in receiving piC
a copy of FBlI photographs taken at the scone and a summary
of the FRI's investigation as to physical evidence. A copy
of the report is, therefore, not being disseminated to that
£ Ok S ChAaleTD X lone TR
i Caly l
f ! o X
o x
. - PN RN E e TRAIET TLEL O
L

4 - Bureau (Enc. - 53) _ _

1 - 112th MI, Ft. Leonard Wood oo 45%‘

1 - GSA Public Building Service, 8L cesn

1 - National Archives and Records N
Service, 8L _

1 - Federal Protective Service, SL S e R

2 -~ 8t. Louis (52-4856)




8L 52-48586
agency but it will be furnished an LHM summary under
separate cover, with photographs enclosed.

Two additional copiles of the report are being
furnished the Bureau for any dissemination to interested
agoncles it deems appropriate on a headquarters level,

Copies of photographs being disseminated
to appropriate local agencies receiving a copy of this
report alsc under separate cover,

LEADS:
8T. LOUIS:

AT 8T, LOUIS, MO.:

1. WwWill follow with demolition contractor
foradditional developments as to cause of fire,

2, W%Will continue to locate and interview
erployees who have been on annual leave or otherwise absent
since the fire,

3. WwWill follow with National Archives and
Records Service as to rehablilitation of the record keeping
facility, and as to when restoration of full access to
records may be expected.

- B* -
COVER PAGE
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

-
1

112th Militery Intelligence, Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri

1 - GSA Public Bullding Service, St. Louis

1 ~ National Archives and Records Service, 8t, Louis
Copy te: 1 - Pederal Protective Service, St. Louis
Report of: SA Office: 3T. LOUIS RiC
Date: July 30, 1973
Field Cfiice File #: SL 52-4856 Bureau File #:
Title: MAJOR FIRI, NATIORAL PERSONNEL

RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M)

JOLY 12, 1973
Character. DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNRMENT PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON
Synopsis: Fire discovered sixth floor center section,

National Pergonnel Records Center - Nilitary Branch, shortly
after midnight 7/12/73 by PFederal Protective Service (FPS)

and custodial personnel. Interviews of xll FPS, custodial,
files, and computor personnel in building at time of fire

as well a8 extensive examination of site of original fire
failed to disclose any evidence of arson, 8t. Louils
conducting additional interviews and following with demolition
contractor for many further developwments as to cause of fire.

- P -
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1 . Date of tronscription 7/18/73

¥lssourk, was contacted by Si ht his parents
repidence concerning the fire, wanich occurred at the
National Personnel lMecords Center«ililitary (NPRC-i) on the
evening of July 11, 1873, and furnished the following
information:

| dvised he haT_bee.n_mlnmd.lat the record
center since June, 1972, as a His normal

working bours are 4:00 to 12:00 AM., and his areas of
regpoasibility at the center are the fourth and fifth floors.

On the evening of July 11, 1973, worked entirely
on the fourth and fifFEb-Ilgor and did not have occasion to go
%0 the sixth floor. said be knew of no one he had

come in contact with at the record center who would be
degirous and capable of destroying the building. He sald he
first became aware of the fire at approximately 12:15 A M.,
when he went to the second floor of the bullding te sign eut -

L

for the evenlng., A€ that time his told
him there wag a fire in the bullding, en dec

to go take a look at the fire snd left the second floor

via the mstairwell,and 4 to the gixth floor. This
particular stairWell,| sald, was the one nearest the

nain entrance desk on the westend of the building, Upon
avriving on the sixth floor, | beerved smoke conring out

elevator shaft, opened a door in the hallwgy which leads
to the file soction on the sixth floor in the southwest corner
of the building., He walked over to tl2 south side of the
building where the windows are located and said that the

wost ong-third of the building on the sixth floor in the file
saction was not on fire and was relatively clear of smoke,
However, ag he looked toward the cast end of the building

and began walking in this direction, le ran into a solld

wall of heavy dense, gravish~black spcke. He estimated

that this covered the other tvo-thirds of the floor. At that
tine he left the file arca and entered into the hallway; and

t wore opened to the file section,

of the sixth flo?f:f%ﬁrs and seenmingly flowing into a nearby

Interviewed on 7/17/?3 of St. Lmis, uiBBOUI'i File # S-It 52"’4856

SA ek ' 7/18/73

by Date diciated

This dotumen! coniains neither recommaendations nar conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBl and 5 loaned to your agency;

it and e enntonte are nat tn he dictributed aulside vour acency,
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He then left the sixth floor via the gtairway he had come
up and proceeded to the sccond floor, where he exited the

building, He stayed outside the buildin proximately
fiv ninutes and left for his residence, ecalled that
on the gixth {loor some lights were on bu 1d not

tell if the exhaust fans were on or off, mphasized
on the west one-third of the sixth floor he not observe

any flames and the area was relatively clear of smoke, He
said on his travels to and from the sixth floor he did not
observe anyone else.

Qi’urther stated that prior to being informed
that a fire occurred in the building at 12:15 AM. he

had not observed any smoke,

b7C

The following information wagsobtained froh
obzgervation and interview: ' o

Name
Residence
Parents Residence
Missouri
Race White
Sex - Male
Date of Birth C ]
Marital Status Single
Military Veteran -..I.L_S._chgt Guard
Occupation Student - Junior College,
majoring in general courses
Helght 6 feet ‘
Weight 180
Hair Brown
Eyes M. - LT YUL . S

Telephone Number

said he had beenmwtified to report for work
at the New Federal Building in St, Louis on the 4:00 to 12:00
shift beginning July 17, 1973.
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| 7/18/73

WILLJAM BHDLEY EBLMORR, Jr., Twiu Island Lakes,
Route 2, Bt, Charlas Ceunty, Nissourl, mno italephone, was
intarviewed athihe apartmeat of FREDERICK SPECINEYER,
10560 Cionmmon, where he sas visitia;. ELEGRE wan sadvised
as to the ideatity of tiw interviewmi; A,eat by a show of
nin ersdentials and was advised tba! e v bein, interviewed
conseraia; & fire at the Mational Permonasl Revords Ceoter
MPRC), 9700 Pace. NLMORE advised as followms:

s advined bw 1s asaploysd by ithe Geoaral Services
Muoinlstratien, Pudlic Bulldis;, Servios, Custodial Pawa
al the XFEC, OTO0G Puja. Be mdvised be clesans ove-lmlf of
the efficeon wn ihe nerthenst corner of the sixth floor and
that those duotias 40 asi regquolre hicz to ;e into ibs regorda
sactlon. o July 1i, 1973, be was workin, the 4:00 p.m. le
12:30 a.u, abktitli, HEs stated be lafli tke mixth floeor at
appreximaiely 10:30 to 10145 p.a. to .0 te the fourth floor,
Pinance Swction Office, which ia air-conditioved. He stated
that the mir-eonditionin: ia (be bulidiag is shut off after
5:00 p.u. and 1! i "extremsly t™. VWhen Le lafl ibe
sixth flewr, v noticed pothin: urosunl and stated b
knows af we cow whe wrluild wmol to start s fire at the
Eagords Center nor did be himaalf.

e atnted b found our about {(he fire when 6 wWax
on the second floor wattin te lemve serk. Es stated ithare
sere no alaras asunded and the buildiag sae net evaoom tod
of the smployess, who bad to wait inside the buildim. o
sizn out 2t IM30 m.&.

e sdviesd that on July 11, 1973, his supervisor,
TFINERY BODEBS, had inforwed bim that there bad basn twe fires

within the lant week 1iu the Duildin: and that BOENE talived
te hiz sdoui Iire preventloa,

The tellowming description of ELNORE was obiained
throwih obesxrvatisa and laterview:
Rane ; White

T/I8/75 " Bt. bLeuwis Ceunty, HMimsouri fL 52-48566

4 CARL A, SCHWLTE/d1le T/Y1/73
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Sex: dnle

Hei Ly K107

Wal Lt: 160 pouands

Hair: Li; k. brown; muatechs and beard

Eyves: Blus

date of birtin; February 3, 1848

place of birth: 31. louls, Hissouri

Bocial Security

Number: 490--54-9880

Earital ataius: 3in, le

Military: United States Alr Farce
2/10/69-1/14/72;
honerable dischar:e

serial nunber: 6808962331

Father: WILLIAM D, XLMORK, 8r.

Mothar: ALJCE ELMNORE

Mmployment: Personnel Office, 3t.

Lakms 's Bospital,

8700 Delrmar Avsnue
Parents residence: 10411 bBriver

Overland, Missourt
Telephone: 4231507
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July 17, 1973

lsas advised of the tdemtity
of the interviewing Agent ae well xa the fact tmmt he
whs deing iaterviewsed conserming & poesible fedarml
vielation im senmectiom with destractiom of Govarmment

preparty.

si Rdvised thnt e bas been werking an

m at the Bilitary Personnel Rsecords Caster

ar approximately 15 years sinoe the bdaildiay
wis opaned. Be added that o hid 32 yehrs of Goverument
service. Ne siated tamt on July 11, 1973, he arrived
at vork st apprexisately 3:45 P M. at which time he
wvent to vork sa the secomd flooxr of the building. W
worked om the segord {loor watil his lusch break at Te
7:30 P . K. after which e went to work on the sixth fleor. o
To the bawt 0f kia recollection e wvorked om the sixth
floor frem approxinxtely $:00 P .M. umtil 10:00 P N, at
which time e returssd to the first floor where be remmined
wntil approximstely 13:25 A M., July 13, 1¥73. At this
time ks henrd peveral isdividmls speakiag of & fire

spataire and e axited through the shet dowr :E:
lding be was sontasted by hias
w ashed him to stay for awhile 1Im omme
e wha AAything that could be done (o help. BRe

repained wtil appre=mimately 2:3¢ A K, and observed

the fire o the sixthk floor im the south side of the
pallding. Be ststed that during the ceurse of the evomring
acthing snwsutl hMad ocgcurred 2oy MAd e noticed aay
individeals wvho wers uafamiliar to him or who appeared as
thoagh they did oot bslomg st WYRC,

BHe is described as followe:

Hamne
Address

Missouri

Tolephone
Race Negro
Bax Hale

mte of birth

1/18/18 8%. Louie, Eissourl T 8L 5244838

L 3 : php 7/18/13
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BL 524856
HBeight 5'8"
Weight 180
Eyes Browan
Knir Black
Barital statuas Married
Military service U, 8. Army, 1041 through 1944

I

Bocial Security Kumber b7
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1/33/73

| i | 5t. Louia,
Mimsouri, wus iaformed of the identity of the imtarvieving
Apsmt as wall as the fact that he was beliag interviewod
concerning a2 peasiblie Fedaral violation ia commection
vith ths Pmtruction o Governwest Mjopmrtiy. I_H'WI
vas sdvissd that he was beiag relotorviewed i¥ o
te datermivde ths soaat times of his vhereabouts or the
evoming of July 11, 1973, statad that he arrived
st work at approzimatdy 3:45 p.n. and wveat to work on the
secoid floor at the Nilitary Persempel Rocord atar. He
worked on the secoid floor in the cerridor umtil his
lemch beeak at T:30 p,u, Following his lumooh break
he went up to the sixth floor where hs worked from 7 C
appreximmtely 5:00 p.m. unti] 10:00 p.a. Be them vemt -
down to the firast floor shere he worked for am additional
teo hours umtil shertly after midaight at which time bhe
changed clothes and peepared to sigi out and go howme.,
Na recalls that he first henrd of 8 fire in the bullding
at w::& a.m,, vhen he was o8 the firet
fleox, tated thmt be is ceasidoryably clder
than the majority of the empleoyses at Militery F_raswrel
Bacord Conter and does tet asmeciate with his fellow
sapleyess. e, thervifore, aould oot rechll the samws of
nay of the sther individunla who worked on the sizth
Tlo0r with him.

/37 /73 B3, Leuwis, Nissouri 5L 524856
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INTERVIEWS OF FILKS AND COMPUTER PERBONNEL

IX1,




FITERAYL BLIOT & DF IR JOSTRL AT

/13 /73

Xisaourt, te T SAS [}
idgatity of tarviewin, Apent aud the nature 9f the
interviase, provided the followin, inforwation:

‘.E:uw that be is & smEeTr~tine empleyes
at the ater and is enpleyed e 2
Be is 2 siddent At the Dniversity of Hiascuri in Coluabina,

majorin. is Busisess Admisistrasties and will be a sophamors
when he returvm (o echool ino Bsptember, 1873,

ol comsints of cheekilag ¥ 7
2 label 10 have ithe recerds conmputeriasd,
is | | varks on the secend tleer of the

rocerda cauter buildin;, avd ba works the sveniag shigf,
4:00 p.m. to 13:30 a.m. :ldviui that he did work
on July 11, 1973,

adviesd tha: bhe rematined os ibe seeond {loer
from appreximetely 4:05 p.m. threwyh 12:15 .. except {or
ibe period 8:00 p.m. 1o S:S&run be weni 1o the fifth
floor swmeck bar for lanah. staied that he aaxw Ao asw
employess or axy suwspicicous leskin; peseple and there woro no
urweusl ercorasces #u the evesin, July 11, 1973,

|advined taat when e weut to the fifth
flees ox July 11, 1873 at 8:00 p.m., he did ne: sasll smoke
and did sot msee any fire, Ne advised ihat the firm: tine
be kKwe thers was & fire was approximately 13:39 a.m. when
he was leaviny tbe mmildins te 0 home.

| |is described se follows:

Bace: Cauvcusian
#ex: mle
Deate of birth; [ ]
| ¥ T R =vio"
Vel bhi; 160 pounds
Hair:
Sovial Seewriily M [ |
7/12/73 By, Leuias, Hissouri 8. 5R-385&

SA dls 7/13/73
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N £2-3856
Faiher:
i | #tesouri
Ho:ilier:
Bmploysent: National Persaonnel Records b7

Enployes Identi-

Center, GBA Record Ceunier;
5/14/73 threu;,b preseat
(sunmer employment)

fication Nusmber ]
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Date of birth:
Beight:

Veolght :

Hair:

Byen:

Social eecurity

aceount mimber:

Education:

wtomobile :

— |

153
Brown
Bloe

Stadent, 5t. Louis University,
mijoring in psychology
1 Buick Csminry, white over

ﬂ'ﬂ Kigsouri license
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L ‘ Jaly 13, 1973

Missouri, telephome] | Military

Personee]l Reocords Center (NPRC), ¥T00 Page, Owerland,
Eissouri, adrvised az follows comcersing his knowledge
of the fire that oceurred on July 12, 1973, at ¥PRC:

:luvtm that be is 2 aumsmer smployes

along with approximately youhg people
uader the supervisios of (phometic) om a
apecial project for the Comminsion.

advised thxet he checked in at 3:30 P . N., July 11},
and signed out at 12:30 A M., Joly 12, 1973,

I;med that he works on the secoad floor
ssd omly ves it to go to lamch om the fifth floor.

R7C
visad thet nt spproximately 13.10 A N,
ha left the firwt floeor to reters filew that he bad
bean workiamg om and appraxisately : A N, returaed
1o the secoud floor to migp sut. dvised on ki=s
returns to ths segand floor he could sawll omoks ca the
stairs. o stated that st 1X2:10 A M, when ho was On the
stairway he did sot ssell sasoke.
advised that be does not know of amypone

vho wenld bAve started the firs st NPRC and has o knowledge
as to how it was started,.

The followmg is 2 description atl

Kawne

Raae Faite

REex e le

Imte, place of birth | | Rimsours

Beight

Veight 130-140

sair o wm

Xyes

: I.Bmln 1

Nissouri
771773 Missoari T 8L 59-4856

JRC: pdp 2 1/13/73

1 3
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Occeupation
Automobile

Studeat, Oklahoms University,

K.orman, Okla

Hissouri lic

1971 Rambler Am ,
anse

homa

570
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7=19-73

1

— | of |
| | dimsouri, uhmmvn_ml was interviswed

= e resldevos and supplied tT ag information:

adviged 2 is presently employed
At tie Army Publicatiess Center loonted at 1555 Woodson
Romd, Hi. Leuis, Misseuri which is lecatsd directl:

ilitary Ressords Center, 9700 Page Doulevard,
stated that Le tas bean ssploved at tie
sns Center for apgroximat : rud
descr ibes him werk as t:iat of a I I
| |turttmr adviesed that on July 11, 1973
he was psrforwing & 3:13 PN, te 11:45|_L|__|m__| At

Appremimmtely 12:13 A.X. that evening, advimed
that while driving from the Publicstions Centsr pasain, the
Becerds Cester in ar aAttempt to exit eo Page Boulevard,

e oleerved [Tom thw top flooxr of (he b7C
Records Center, stated that ia an attempt

to pet a cleser © 869 where tie mmoke was coming

from he dreve his car to a ftion Imcing toe south mide

of tle buljpdisy, at the southaset coroer

of the building, tated be observed mmoks

avd apprexiwately re erent Llames om oor
af tiw Weeords Cantar. The blames were ul

deseriled rising to appreximately two feet

windew lsdge on the sinth fleor asd I8 parated approximately
ten feet apart. Furtberwors,| stated the

blames whioh W saw cowversd an Arsa ha centar

of th: buildiag to the southesst cermner of the bullding.

Inﬂlnud that when re first ocbaervsd
the flamex they appeared tc have been "pretty woll”
b: the timse he cbesrved them. stated af ter
poting the ssrioveaess of the fire, he immedintely
progesded to the wvest side of tw Luilding to alert the
guard who wma statiemsed there at which time Hhe was wot

in fromt of the building by tuat saws guard who adviped
s was sware of the fire.

T=18-T3 t, leouis, Niseeuri 8 58-4830

BA o 7-16-79
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dale of ronscription

7/18/73

. Missouri, was contacted by SA| t hig residence,

 concerning the fire that occurred at the Natlonal Personnel
Records Center-Military (NPRC~M) on dJuly 11, 1973, znd
STEWART furnished the following information:

o sed that he has been employed as a GS-4 .
temporar t the record conter since October, 1671,
‘ ecenl weeks has been working on special projects,
&uid that his work is primarily located on the firat
and second floors of the record center but he had previously ..
on the sixth floor, During the evening of July 11, 1873
ked entirely on the first and socond floors and
only loft these floors to proceed to the fifth floor snack bar
. . at approximately 8:00 P.M, After a short break he returned
o ~I_a.zg;|_n_tqhhis work area on the first and second floox,
: dvised he knew of no one that be had come in contact
' with at the center who would be desirous or capable of burning
the record center, and on the evening of Julyll. 1273, he
- gald he noticed nothing out of the ordinary, flrst
. became aware of the fire at approximately 12:25 AH,, July 12,
© - 1973, when be went to the first floor of the recoxrd center
“ .. to sign out for the evening, At that time he saw fire trucks -
" and firemen arriving at the building. He went outside,
S - and observed flames coming :::ﬁsautheast corner of the

R T A A A T A R TR SR TR e S

building near the windows. said at that tinme,
approximately 12:35 AM,, 1] :

vere coniined &
southeast corner area. At approximately 12:40 A,M,
left the center and returned to his roesidence. The following
information was obtained from intorvics and observation:

i.ntérviewcd on - 7/16/73

by g o

this document coniains’ neither recommendations nor conclutions of the FBL [His the propemy of the FBI and Vs loaned 1o your agency;
1 ¥

Rame .
" RRce anglw ,
Sex ‘ a
Date of Birth | |
MHarital Status uarried
. Height . Grogn
Weight 155

«_St, Louls, Uissourt

Fite # Sl 62-4856

Do dictated

_ M and ils contents are nol to be distribuled outside your agenty.

27

7/18/73




2
81, 52-4836
Residence

Telephone Humber




3L 53-48%8

1v. INTERVIEWE OF GUAMDE AND FEDERAL PROTECTIVE
SERVICE OFFICERS ON DUTY JULY 1l AND JULY 12, 1873



1
Bl 52-485¢
BAJ: a8

| ::;f;tj i8, 1973,
[T !,mu_gl,

d he 15 @ rederal Protective Service| ]
at the Adjutant Genersl Pulbications Center,
1683 Woodson Road, Overland, where he works 12 midnight

to B A On the morning of July 12, 1873 he was callad
by uial wiht was

at the Natiopml Persopuel Records Center. This was

at about 12:30 A M. [ ]told hiw to lock up tue
publications center and agsist in trafiic costrol at the
aain gate of the Records Ceunter since there was a

fire there. It was 12:40 A X, befewe he got outside.
All he could mee of the fire was mome smoke from the

€th floor windows on the south side of the buildipg., le
helped direct traffie for one hour and then returned te
the publieations building, He could provide no

further inforastion of value,

is described “ & Rergro "'“-1&, 5|8u’
180 pouads, date of birth ET

[




8L 52-43856

V. MISCELLANEQUS

INTERVIOWS
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DEBCRIPTION OF PEOTOGRAPHY

-
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FD-302 [RCV. 112770} . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of fronscription._ Jui’ 35.:‘;_1__;2?3

1}

Photagraphs af the B!tionll Parsaanel Records
Cen ' B . pare taken by
Sis atilizing 33

silliimeter camersas.
They are identified as folliows:

Group A taken during the moraing of July 12,
1$73, during the fire:

1. XNortheast coraer
2. Eamt side
3. XEnat side
4. Southeast coraner
5. Emst side
$€. ¥ast side
7. Xast mide
. Bouthesnt corner
. South side
i9., Boutbwest corner
il. Horthemst corner

Group B taken in late morping July 12, 1873, during
the fire: 7

12 through 21 are serial photographs.
Group C taken July 13, 1873:

22. Southwest corasy
23. Scatheast corner
24. ©East side
25 throagh 30 were token about 5:30 P.M, {ros &
aporkel fire truck and show emgt side of sixth floor.

Group U aerial photographs tiken at mbout 9:30 A M,
July 18, 1973, showlng damsge to the rool:

31. SBouth side
32. South side

—3d3—heooking southenst 0 S
7/12, 13 18/72

Interviewed on ___atl -y i Fle # S ﬁztgﬁﬁﬁ
——Overiand; dissouri— — — - S
ny LS
by_______“_ _.m_, e Date dictated - ;/2{;/7“3
This document contoins neither recommendationg nor conciusians of the FBY. it is fhe areperty of the FBl and s losned to your agency;

it ond ifs contents ore not fo be distributed outside yYour dgency.

) W

_

_
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2

3L 52-.48L56
34.
38,
36.
37.

Fast side
South side
8cuth side
Looking east

Group I fire damage on the sixth floor, taker

J 1y 18, 1973:

33,
39,
40.

41.
42.

43.

44,
45,
46,
47.
48,
49,
50,
ol
h2.

53.

Midway in south corridor looking west
Midway in south corridor looking east
Caved in roof and bent shelves with charyed
records south side center
Office section north side
File ahelves, bending tuward sauth side of
huilding taken from north side
Filing shelves looking south towsrd caved in
aree of roof
Filing shelves looking toward cmaved in roof
Records folder in south corridor
Z2iairwell on south side
¥iling cabinets on south east side

L ” " (1] 2] "
Pilisg cabipets looking north from south slde
Fillog cebinete taken {rom cz&ve-in area of roof
Filing shelves north central area
Filing shelves and roof
¥iling shelves, chairred pRper and roofl.
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Post Office Box 7251
St. Louis, Missouri 63177
July 31, 1973

b7z

General Services Administration
1500 Bast Bannister Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64131

Re: Major Fire, National Personnel
Records Center = Military (NPRC-M),
July 12, 1973
Destruction of Government Property,
Possible Arson

Dear

Enclosed herewith is a copy of an investigative
report dated July 30, 1973, at St. Louis concerning
the fire at the National Personnel Records Center -
Military located at 9700 Page Boulevard, St. Louis,
Missouri, which fire occurred on July 12, 1973.

Photographs of the Records Center are being
prepared and will be forwarded to you when they are
received by this office.

I trust that the enclosed report will be of
some assgistance to you.

Very truly yours,

_‘/
",

ROBERT G. KUNKEL
Special Agent in Charge

Enclosure 1

1= Addressee {Fnc, 1)
1% 8t. Louis (52-48586)

CJD:1lhe IPR - o »L |
(2) R S i ! ’ : .




8/1/73
AIRTEL
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM :  SAC, ST, LOUIS (52-4856) (P)

MAJOR FIRE -

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS
CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M) // /75,
DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT ’
PROPERTY - POSSIBLE ARSON

00: 8T. LOUIS

— ‘rformation of Bureau,

National Personnel Records Center (Military

Branch), advised that considerable progress is being made
toward rehabilitation of the Records Center,

gradually becoming accessible for recovery, huE[:j:j;:;lzn-
dicated that it will be sometime before operations a

Center permit general access to records., Water removal,
fogging and demolition operations continue, but a consider-

able portion of the 50-million gallons of water poured into
the building remains,

[o i ®

In addition, J, S. ALBERICI CONSTRUCTION COMPANY,
which is the prime demolition contractor, has forbidden
access to that portion of each of the five lower floors
directly beneath demcolition operations, This amounts to
the rough equivalent of one third the length of the building
on each floor, This requirement stems from fear of dropping
huge chunks of concrete from the roof weighing
in the neighborhood of ten tons each, Q:f::ffff]reports that
if dropped, the concrete would go to t sement, Additionally,
if the boom of the huge crane used to do this work were to be
pulled down or broken, it is feared the boom would slice
through several of the floors,

2 ~ Bureau (AM)
.2 - St. Louis R
“BRS :gmt ;(31)

. . : ! 3 ‘I. ‘
L . L e g T e a’,"-\.w‘;!, i
. . ; ]
i - - - H
. ?/;_,_ : J
s .




Sl 52~-4856

lalso indicated that negotiations
are currently being conducted regarding the future location
of the United States Army Reservercmunl—ﬂa:mm—nhd-nh—‘ as
I_gggnnign_;ﬂe fourth f£loor, While .
desires to remain in the building, General Services

Administration wants them to seek headdquarters eclsewhere,
due primarily to space considerations,

The sixth floor will not be rebuilt, and if the
Army returns to the fourth floor, space in the building will
be at an extreme premium,

Isaid that "dickering'" over space require-
ments and allocations is presently being conducted, He

could offer no advice as to when or whether tenant activity
such as the Civil Service Commission, Socizl Security Adminis-

tration, National Research Agency, Veterans Administration
and the FﬁI would be afforded space, or if so, how much,

B7C

Iestimated it would be several weeks before
any space would be available due to safety factors from
ceilings which continue to fall, and from tile floors which
are lifting due to water damage, Repair efforts alone are
expected to interfere with and probably delay access to any
space in the building,

A visual inspection of ¥BI Office space on 7/30/73
indicates it is generally in good condition but the floor is
under water and much of the tile floor is beginning to lift,
The ceiling appesrs water or moisture saturated and appears
to be tenuous ai best,

| |also suggested an alternate source
of military record information as the Automatic Data Pro-
cessing Center of the Veterans Administration, Austin, Texas,
indicated that information filed there will consist
of little more than name, rank, serial number, and possibly
the type of discharge. It will not indicate the period of
service, medical or performance data, and will not reflect
records of court-martial, This information being offered




SL 52--4856

for whatever instruction the Bureau desires to afford all
field offices as to the availability of the above data,

Bureau will be periodically advised of the Re-
cords Center status as developments occur,




[ ]
g bRV 1122 10; . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7=-18=73

Dnla ol ranscriphon

Missourl, telephone Wis interviewed
at iis residence aud supplied tie following infor.aation:

| !advised e is presently eaployed
at the Army ca s Center located at 14355 Woodson
Road st. Louis, Missouril which is located directly

litary Records Center, 9700 Paze Boulevard.
tated tihat he has been employed st tl.e
Center for approxi v L : nd

describes his work as tiat of a

|__f | further advised tihat on July 11, 1973
he wasg pe

riorming a 3:15 P.M, to 11:45 At
approximately 12:15 A M, that evening?[f:::::f:ff;]advised
that while driving from the Publications Ccenter passin; the L0
Records Center in an attempt to exit on Papge oulevard, '
he observed smoﬁe_emanaiinz_ﬁ;om the top floor of the
Rlecords Center, tated that in ap attempt
to get a closer look to see where tie smoke was coming
from he drove his car to a position facing tue south side

of the buildin;: t that time at the southeast corner
of the building Etated he observed smoke
and approximatelT nt blazes on

of the Records Center, The blazes were as[:::;:i::::fijjr
described rising to approximately two feet '

window ledge on ti:e gixth f1 eparated approximately
ten feet apart. Furthermore stated the
blazes which be saw covered =] m the center

of th: building to the southeast corner of tae bullding.

by the time ue observed tlhem, stated after
notin; the seriousness of the Iire, iie immediately
proceeded to tite west side of the buildirg to alert the
guard who was stationed there at wihic: tinc e was aet
in front of the bhuilding vy that same cuard who advised
ne was aware of the fire.

| tdvised that wihen i:e first oiserved
the flames they appeared to hm "pretty well"™

interviewed on 7- 18-73_ ul St '..__,Lou 15 ? M i's_.b-._‘..:.!"_rl_ _ File ¥ _ﬂ__s.?ﬂ_s‘_ri"‘ - .' i-?
by 84 Ss__'__ . . - Oate dickmad __ __ 7- 1_8-.?_.3. ——————

This document conloins nefthar jetommandaotions not coactusions ol the FBI I ix tha property of the FBl and s loaned to your agency;

i ond ils contenis ure not to be distribuiud ouiside your agency.



Post Office Drawer 7251, Main Station
St. Louis, Kissouri
Auzuet 3, 1973

structures Section

Center for Building Teehnology
National Bureau of Standards
Institute for Applied Technolosy
Gatthersburg, Maryland

Dear

Enclosed are 53 photozraphs of the fire and its
aftermath at the National Personnel Recqrds Center - Military
Branch, which were requested by you and of
your office.

Pictures 1 throuch 11 were taken the morning of July
12, 1973 durin: the fire., They are identified as follows:

Northeast corner
East side
East side
Southeast corner
tast side
East side
East side
Southeast corner
South side
Southwest corner
Northeast corner

*« ® B s s @ .

-

et ot
(CR- NN R NN JCEY Ly

pictures 12 throurh 21 are aerial photos taken the
late morning of July 12, 1973 while the building was still on
fire., These photos are self-explanatory.

Pictures 22 throush 24 are photos taken July 12, 1973
depictin;: the exterior of the buildin: as follows:

Enclosures: 53
1 .- Addresse
~1‘k_fif’}'- St. Louis (52-4856)
B - . . s




22. Southwest ecorner
23, Southeast corner
24, East side

Pictures 25 throuzh 30 were taken about 5:30 p.m.
on July 13, 1973 from a snorkel fire truck and show the
east side of the sixth floor,

Pictures 31 through 37 were taken about 2:30 a.m,
on July 18, 1973, showing damase to the roof after the fire
had been largely extinguished, These photos are also self-
explanatory,

Pictures 38 through 53 show fire dama:e to the sixth
floor, They were taken on July 18, 1973, Thev are more
specifically identified as follows:

38. Midway in sSouth corridor lookin; west

39, Midway in south corridor lookin: east

40, Caved in roof and bent sheclves with charred
records south side center

41, Office sectionmrth side

42, File shelves, bendin: toward south side of
buildins taken from north side

43, Filin. shelves looking south toward caved in
area of roof

44, Filin; s8helves lookiny toward caved in roof

45, Records folder in south corridor

46, Stairwell on south 8ide

47, Filin; cabinets on south east side

48, Filing cabinets on south east side

4%, Filiny cabineta lookin: north from south side

50, Filin: cabinets taken from cave-in area of roof

51, Filing shelves north central area

52, Filiny shelves and roof

53. Filiny shelves, charred paper and roof,

On July 18, 1973 the sixth f£loor was examined by Auents
of the Federal Bureau of Investi:mtion for physical evidence
of the cause of the fire, Due to nearly total devastation, as
well as the presence of larse amounts of water, and much of the
floor bein: covered with concrete and rubhle, it was not pos-
sible to make a determination as to the cause of the fire,




It is hoped the above described photos will assist
you in your inquiry into this matter.

Very truly yvours,

“ -

Mo

ROBERT ¢, KUNKEL
Special A ent in Char:e




rost Offiee Drawer 7251, Main Station
S8t. Louis, Missouri
August 3, 1973

Public Buildin;® Bervice

National Personnel) Rec¢ords Center
Military Branch

6700 Page Boulevard

8t, Louis, Missouri

Dea

Enclosed herewith is one ecopy each of 53 photoiraphs
taken of the fire and its aftermath at the National Personnel
Records Center, Military Eranch, 8t. Louis, Missouril,

Pictures 1 throuzh 1l were taken the mornin; of July
12, 1973 during the fire., They are identified as follows:

1. Northeast corner
2. Eagit side
3, East side
4, Southeamt corner
5, East side
6, Eamt side
7. Bamt side
8, Southeast c¢orner
9, South side
10, Southwest corner
1), Northeast corner

Pictures 12 throush 21 are aerial photos taken the
late morning of July 12, 1973 while the buildin: was still on
fire., These photos are self-explanmktory.

Pictures 22 throuzh 24 are photos taken July 12, 1873
depicting the exterior of the buildin: as follows;

Enclosures: 53

@f— Addresse

{d - St. Louis (52-4856)

DRS: jet - L7,
(2) A




32. Southwest corner
23, Southeast corner
24, East side

Pictures 25 throush 30 were taken about 5:30 p.m,
on July 18, 1973 from a snorkel fire truck and stow the east
slde of the sixth floor,

Pictures 31 throush 37 were taker alout 9:30 a.r,
on July 18, 1973, showin: damh e to the roof after the fire
had been larpgely extinguished, These photos are also self-
aexplamtory.

Pictures 38 throu;h 53 show fire dami:;e to the sixth
floor, They were taken on July 18, 1973, They are more
specifically identified as follows:

38. Midway in south corridor lookin; wesi

89, Midway in south corridor lookin: east

40, Caved in roof and bent shelves with charred
records south side center

41, Office section north side

42, File shelves, bendiny towaru south side of
buildin: taken from north side

43, Filin: shelves lookin:: gsouth toward caved in
area of roof

44, Filin_ shelves lookin; toward caved in roof

45, Records folder in socuth corridor

45, Stairwell on south side

47. Filin:; cabinets on south easi side

48, Filin: cakinets on south east side

49, Filin- eabinets lookin: nortih from south side

50, ¥ilin: cabinets taken from cave~in area of roof

51, Filin, shelves north central area

52, Filin: shelves and roof

53. Filin:; shelves, charred phper ani roof

The above photos are also descrii:ed on pa e 167 and
168 of the report. previously furnished,

It is hoped that these photos will assist you in
your inquiry into this matter.

Very truly yours,
Lo

ROBERT G, RUNKEL
Special A:ent in Char:;e
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Post Office Drawer 7251, Main Station
St. Louils, Missourl
August 3, 1973

National Personnel Records Center
Military Branch

2700 Page Boulevard

St. Louis, Missouri

Dear

Enclogsed horewith is one copy each of 353 photoiraphs
taken of the fire and its aftermath at the National Personnel
Records Center, Military Branch, St. Louis, Missouri,

Pietures 1 throuzh 11 were taken the mornin: of July
12, 1973 during the fire, They are identified as follows:

1. Northeast corner
2, East side

3. East side

. Southeast corner
. Eagt side

. Eagt side

. bamt Bide

. Southeast corner
. South side

10, Southwest corner
11, Northeast corner

Pictures 12 throuzh 21 are aerial photos taken the
late morning of July 12, 1973 while tihe buildin-: was s8till on
fire., These photos are self-explanatory,

Pictures 22 throuzh 24 are photos taken July 12, 1973
depicting the exterior of the buildin: as follows:

Enclosures: 853

1 - Addresse

¥~ St, Louis (52-4856)
S:jet Ny 079 4

@ .
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22,
23,
24,

Southwest corner
Southeast corner
Eagt side

Pictures 25 throu:zh 30 were taken a&bout 5:30 p.m,
on July 13, 1973 from a snorkel fire truck and show the east
side of the sixth floor,

Pictures 31 throuzh 37 were taken about 9:30 a,m,
on July 18, 1973 showing dammgze to the roof after the fire
had been largely extinruished, These photos are also self-

explanatory,

Pictures 38 throuzsh 853 show fire dara @ 10 the sixth
floor., They were taken on July 18, 1973, Theyv are rore
specifically identified as follows:

38,
39,
40,

41,
43,

The

Midway in south corridor lookin:. west

Midway in south corridor lookin: emst

Caved in rootf and bent shelves with charred
records south side center

Offlce mection north side

File alwlves, bending toward south side of
buildin: taken from north gide

Filin:y shelves lookin:: south toward caved in
ares of roof

Filins shelves lookin: toward caved in roof
Records felder in south corridor

Stairwell on south side

Filin: cabinets on southeast side
Filin‘eabinet® on southeast side

Filiny cabinets looking north fror south side
Filing cabinets taken from cave-in area of roof
Filin: shelves north ceniral area

¥ilin: shelves and roof

Filin: shelves, charred paper and roof

above photcﬁ are also described on page 167 and

168 of the report previously furnished.



It 18 hoped that thesme photos will assisgt vou in
yvour ingquiry into this mmtter,

Very truly vours,

P
¢

ROBERT G. KUNKEL
Special Avent in Chare




Post Office Drawer 7251, Main Station
St, Louls, Missouri
August 3, 1973

General Services Aaministration
1500 East Bannister Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64131

Dean

Enclosed herewith is one copy each of 53 photographs
taken of the fire and ite aftermath at the National Personnel
Records Center, Military Branch, 8t. Louis, Missouri.

Pietures 1 throuzh 11 were taken the mworning of July
12, 1973 during the fire. They are ldentified ag follows:

l, Northeast corner
. bast gide
. Fast side
Southeast corner
East side
East side
East side
. Southeast corner
. South side
10, Southwest corner
11. Northeast corner

« = & 8

o =1 Uik D

Pictures 12 through 2) are aerial photos taken the
late morning of July 12, 1973 while the building was still on
fire, These photos are self-explanatory,

Pictures 22 throush 24 are photos taken July 12, 1973
depictin; the exterior of the bhuildins as follows:

Enclosures; 53
1 - Addresse
I~ St. Louis (52-4856)

"DRS: jet , &
gsdet /77

i




22, Southwest corner
23, Southeast corner
24, East side

Pictures 25 through 30 were taken about 5:30 p.m,
on July 13, 1973 from a snorkel fire truck and show the east
gide of the sixth floor,

Pictures 31 through 37 were taken about 2:30 a.,m,
on July 18, 1873 showing damage to the roof after the fire
had been largely extinguished, These photos are also self-
explanatory,

Pictures 38 throu;h 83 show fire damaye to the sixth
floor, They were taken on July 18, 1973, They are more
specifically ldentified as follows:

38, Midway in south corridor looking west

35, Midway in south corridor lookiny east

40, Caved in roof and bent shelves with charred
records south side center

41, Office section north side

42, File shelves, bending toward south side of
building taken from north side

43, Filin; shelves lookin:, south toward caved in
area of roof

44, Filin: shelves looking toward caved in roof

45, Records folder in south corridor

46, Stairwell on south side

47, Filin:: cabinets on southeast side

48, F1ilin: cabinets on southeast side

49, ¥Yilingz cabinets looking north fror south side

50, Filing cabinets taken frowm cave-in area of roof

51, Filin: shelves north central area

52, Filin; shelves and roof

53, Plliny shelves, charred paper and roof

The above photos are also described on paze 167 and
168 of the report previously furnished,



It is hoped
your inquiry into this

that these photos will agsist you in
matter,

Very truly yours,

{
A s
N

ROBERI' G, KUNKEL
8pecial Asent in Charge

~




UNITED STATES OF AMERICA .
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
Region 6
1500 East Bannister Road
Kansas City, MO 64131

August 2, 1973

Mr. Robert G, Kunkel

Special Agent in Charge

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Post Office Box 7251

St. Louis, Missouri 63177

Dear Mr. Kunkel:

Thank you for your letter of July 31, 1973 and the enclosed
investigative report of the fire in the St. Louis National
Personnel Records Center. I appreclate you making this in-

formation available to me,

oL L
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Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bon
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{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

) Hopes U.S. Will Cover
Records Fire Expense

Representative James W.
Symington (Dem.), Clayton, is
pressing  efforts in two direc-
tions toward compensating the
11 metropotitan area fire de-
partments that responded to the
fire last month at the Military
Personnel Records Center, 5700
Page Boulevard, Overland.

At a press conference today,
Symington said officials of the
General  Services Administra-
tion, which operates the build-
ing amd is in charge of the mil-
lions of personnel rcords con-
tained ‘there, “were receptive to
the idea of reimbursement and
are awalting only the General
Accoynting Office’s determina-
tion of their legal authority to
dﬂ' 50@" ) N

If direct compensation is not
possible Symington said he
wuld introduce legislation this
fall to provide the compensa-
tion, together with legislation to
prevent a similar preblem in
the future.

Symington - said the total com-
pensation amounted to $16,643,
which covers $15578 for supple-
mental manpower expenses,
51402 for fuel and $5663 in lost
or damaged equipment.

The fire broke out July 12in
the two-block iong building and
~ burned out of contrel for two
days. The greateSt damage was
on the sixth fioor, although oth-
| er floors sufiered water dam-

age.

About 20,000,000 Army rec-
ords from 1912 through 1960 and
World War II were destroyed.
Renexation, &f the building is

expected to cost $13,080,000.

ff his legislation had been on
the books at the time of the
partments could have applied
Protection Assistance Adminis-
tration for compensation.

Coicerning the fire itself,
Symington said the Federal
Government ‘‘could have and
should have done much more to
prevent the tragedy.

4] am quite concerned that
this fire could have been pre-
vented and that other federal
buildings might be similarly
lacking in effective fire preven-
tive equipment.” He said he
had suggested the fire as “an
sppropriate subject of interest”
to be investigated by the House
goverpment activities subcom-
mittee, headed by Representa-
tive Jack Brooks (Dem.), Tex-
a8, '

“I invited Brooks to join me

“in requesting a full investiga-

tion by the Generul Accounting
Office into the measures taken |
to prevent and contain possible
fires at the Records Center and
the {ire protection practices
employed nationally by the
General Services Administra-

tion. 1 think a complete review
by the independent, congres-

sionally controlled General Ac-
counting Office Is required.
“The General Services Ad-
ministration regional office in
urds Center for a fire protec-
tion award at the time it was
burnirg. Apparently, the GSA
felt the fire protection practices

there were highty commenda.
ble,” Symington said. ‘
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. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION &# ~4&56°
Region 6
1500 East Bannister Road
Kansas City, MO 64131

August 7, 1973

Mr,., Robert G. Kunkel

Special Agent in Charge

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Post Office Drawer 7251

Main Statiom

St. Louis, MO

Dear Mr. Kunkel,
Thank you for thinking of us and for sending the 53 photographs

taken of the fire at the MPRC Building, St. Louis.

We appreciate having these for our files,




MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

Following is my understanding of NPRC(MPR) policies with regard to liaison :
offices and tenant activities, including RCPAC. . o

1. Personnel of the Liéison Offices and Tenant Activities (including RCPAC) i
may NOT enter GSA file area. GSA will perform all searches for these offices.

2., Until August 15, only emergency type requests will be processed for Lialson
Offices and Tenant Activities., After that date, routine inquiries will be
accepted,

3. Liaison Offices and Tenant Actix111ga_n3x_ngxg_h;sx_1n:9_;hgiz1otrices Lic
provided they get a clearance from Such moves .
will be with the understanding that they are TEMPORARY pending further space w
determinatiocns, and also with the understanding that electrical outlets and

telephones may not be available for some time. i

4, At this time, there will be no loans of records outside the building,

except for RCPAC at the GEM store., RCPAC will pick up and return records. (If

arrangements are worked out for CSC agents to work at CPR, records may be

transported by NPRC to that location.) T
-

42— sz —~/44

SEARCHED. ....... INDEXED. ..., ..
SERIALIZED. . ZdEUER-270 . .. '

AUG 101973 —

__FBI — ST. LOUIS
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8/10/73
AIRTEL ATRMAIL
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P
RE: MAJOR FIRE
NATIONAL PERSONNEL - MILITARY BRANCH
(NPRC-M) ,
7/12/%3,

DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY -~
POSSIBLE ARSON
00: 8T, LOUIS

Re SL airtel to Bureau 8/1/73,

For information of the Bureau, segments of the
tecords Center Building, the sixth floor of which is under-
going demolition, are scheduled for final safetly inspection
the week of 8/20/73. If no seriocus safety factors are
uncovered, portions of the bulldirng will become available
for use,

At this time Iimited record keeping operations
are being carried on in the cdafeteria building, largely to
meet heavy correspondence from persons maling inquiries
regarding their own nilitary records and which were stim-
ulated by news of the fire.

Access to remaining records is still frozen for
tenant agencies, and access to large sections of each floor
beneath demolition operations will be prohibited foxr some
time to anyone at all,

2 = 8t. Louis

2 - Bureau : . ‘“/&??
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SL 52~4856

Regarding information previcuslily furnished the
Bureau relating to use of the Veterans Administration
Automatic Data Processing facility at Austin, Texas,
further investigation intc the matier reflects that data
available there is severely limited, and would not serve
the Buresu's purpose in making record checks, In order
to query the VA computer, name, rank, serial number,
date of birth, and place of hirth is required, The con-
puter response will merely verify this information, plus
furnish a "C" number. The "C" number in no way indicates
that a VA claim has been made or that there is a VA record
in existence somewhere else, Information as to whether a
VA claim had been made, and in what region would alsc be
necessary for any use to be made of this information.
Because of the very small number of cases in which a record
might be located through this means during any givenuonth,
it is not felt the use of the VA's Automatic Data Processing
iz feasible for Bureau purposes, and it is recomended that
no further action be taken regarding its use.

b




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Bureau of Standards
Washington, D.C. 20234

August 10, 1973

M., Robert G. Kunkel

Special Agent in Charge

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice

Post Office Drawer 7251, Main Station
St. Louis, Missouri 33177

Dear Mr. Kunkel:

Thank you for your letter of August 3, 1973 and the enclosed
photographs of the National Personnel Retords Center in St. Louis,
Missouri. Your cooperation in sending ue these photographs is
very much appreciated and agsists us in our structural evaluation
- of the Récords Center building. They were especially significant
in helpiug us determine when the roof structure began to collapse.

We axe ip the precass of compiling a1l information and photographs
on the s ture and reports will be prépared in the near future.

I am sur thlt these reports can be made available to you 1f they

would be of use in any further inveat:lgation by your office.

Thank yo*a min for your assistance in this matter.

[ERPI S L S T B AV S S - - . A e Coen e il el [T
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Nouorsbla David O. Cooke

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Dafenge
for Aduinistration ‘
Department of Defense

Washington, D. C. 20301

Daar Mrx. Cooke!

My purposs in writing is twofold~~first, I want te thank you for

the geusrous cooperation extendsd to the Naticual Archives and Reeords
Service during the recent fire at our Natfonal Persounel Records Cen-
ter in St. Louis. Secondly, I want to giva you a Srief status report
ol our progreas to vestors ssrvices,

Your message (122149 July 1973) to the Secretaries of the Militery
Departments, sent at our requast, advised them to hold all inquiries
and transfers of records to St. Louls until further notice.

1 an plaased to inform you that we will resume limited refersnce sexv~
ice on August 13, 1973, Therefors, the Military Departmants may for-
ward inquiries to 5t. Louis except for those inquiries relating to

Army pexgonnsl digcharged during 1912 through 1959, and Air Forcs per-
sonnsl, wvhoss surnames begin with letters I through Z, dischsrged during
1947 through 1963, We will advise you later when we will he ready to
resus sarvice on those vecords. We will aleo resums accassioning pare
sonnsl and medical xecords of separsted wilitaxy persomnal on October 15,
1973. '

- ¥ will appreciate your informing the Military ncpartmgznf Our Tesump~
tion of limited sexrvice. We will keap you adviged of any future develop~
sants that will affect the various services. _

Sincarely,

3 [adan -

-

JANES B. NROADS
Mx.mt of the United States

| offiectal £ile:Ng 7

‘Day fileiNC
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8/23/73

AIRTEL AIR MAIL
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM SAC, ST. LOUIS (66~2315)

SUBJECT : MILITARY RECORD CHECKS
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS
CENTER -~ MILITARY (NPRC-M)

Re Bureau teletype to all offices dated 7/12/73,
captioned "MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -
MILITARY (NPRC~M), 7/12/73. DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY -
POSSIBLE ARSON., ©OO0: ST. LOUIS".

Referenced teletype notified all field offices & /C
the discontinuance of military record checks due to the Recoras
Center fire and instructed 5t. Louils to advise all offices when
the record checks could be resumed.

|the National
Personnel Hecords Center - ary, ge ulevard,

St. Louis, advised that records not destroyed in the fire or
through water damage are available for review and that requests
from the FBI will be accepted for processing. This means that
military records for the various services will again be available
for review except those records relating to Army personnel dis-
charged during 1912 through 19359, and Air Force perscnnel, whose
surnames begin with letters I through Z, discharged during 1947
through 1963, These were the records located on the sixth floor
at the Records Center destroyed by the fire and include records
from ¥orld War I, World War 1II, Post World War, and Alr J¥orce as
indicated above. Some 20 million military records are included in
this category.

2~ Bureau (Enc. 1) .
2~ St. Louis {(l1- 66-2315) o 50
(1- 52-4856)

CJD:ihe
(4)




SL 66-2315

Since it is reccognized that regquests will be made
by field offices which may involve records falling within
the above category because the field office making the
request may only have a name and a military serial number,
it is recommended that the field offices not attempt to make
a determination as to whether or not the request falls within
the exception category, bur rather to have St. Louis make that
determination. Then there would be no restriction placed
on the field in the submission of military record review
requests.

If, after making the proper check here and it is
determined that the particular record sought for review
was one of those destroyed and in the exception category,
that particular request will be returned by St. Louis to the
requesting office with the notation, '"Military record destroyed
by fire.,” This would serve as a flag to preclude any future
request being made for a review of that particular military
file. This would differ from a request being returned to
the requesting office with a negative notation indicating
that the military record could not be located based on the
information available. This means that a file probably does
exist but could not be located based on the amount of informa-
tion furnished and a follow~up request could be made if more
identifying data is developed. By having the "Military record
destroyed by fire" notation, follow-up requests would at least
be eliminated.

A point that should be brought tc the Bureau's attention
is the fact that new security procedures have been placed into
effect by the Records Center management as a result of the
fire, Hereafter, no non-national archives or non-~record service
pexrsonnel will be permitted in the file areas or permitted to
conduct military record searches. This means that once our
requests are made for military records, we will have to wait
until Records Center personnel search, locate, and make the
records available for review. Sole dependence on their
personnel will make meeting deadlines difficult since it can
take up to at least two weeks in some instances for them to
locate records requested by us if the records are out of
Jjacket or cannot be readily located for other reasons.

-




SL 66-2315

We will, however, make every effort once the records are
in our possession to expedite the reviews. The Bureau's
consideration in this regard will most certainly be
appreciated.,

In accordance with the Bureau's instructions, St. Louis
will direct a communication to all field offices advising
that submission of requests to St. lLouis for review of
military records can be resumed in accordance with procedures
that were in effect prior to the fire.

Enclosed for the Bureau is a copy of the communication
to be sent to all offices and unless advised otherwise by
the Bureau by 8/28/73, St. Louis will advise all offices.
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8/28/73

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO : DIRRCTOR, FBI
AND ALL OFFICES

FROM : SAC, ST. LOUIS (66-23135)
SUBJECT: MILITARY RECORD CHECKS

NATIONAL PERSONNEI. RECORDS
CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M)

Re Bureau teletype to all offices dated 7/12/73,
captioned "MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -~

MILITARY (NPRC-M), 7/12/73. DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY -

POSSIBLE ARSON. 00: ST, LOUIS",

This is to advise all offices that effective upon
receipt of this communication, each field office can resume
submitting requests to St. Louis for checks of military records
at the National Personnel Records Center - Military (NPRC-M).
Requests should continue to be submitted as in the past and
in accordance with procedures that were in effect prior to the
fire at the Records Center.

For the informaticn of all offices, military records
approximating some 20 million were destroyed by fire and water
damage. Military records relating to Army personnel discharged
during 1912 through 1958 {(World War I, World war II, and Post
World War) and Air ¥Force personnel whose surnames begin with
letters 1 through X, discharged during 1947 through 1963, are
involved. Therefore, should a request be returned by St. Louis
to the requesting office with the notation "Military record
degtroyed by fire", a follow~up request should not be made at

Z=~ Bureau

1~ Each Office _ ‘

2~ St. Louis (1~ 66~2315) - - /ﬁﬂ/
{1~ 52-4856)

CJD:1h .
(63) ¢ Yy e
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SL 66-2315

some future date concerning that particular record because
there would be no file in existence. This will differ

from a request returned with a negative notation indicating
that a file could not be located based on information furnished,
This shows that a file probably does exist but could not be
located based on the amount of information available and

in this situation a follow-up request could be made at some
future date should additional identifying data be developed,

By handling requests in this manner, follow-up requests
involving records destroyed by the fire will be eliminated.
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- GRA FPMR (¢ CPR) 1014118
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO : SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-u4856) DATE: 8/6/73
FROM : %Y SAC, KANSAS CITY (52-5990) P
U~
SUBJECT: MAJOR FIRE

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER =~
MILITARY (NPRC - M), 7/12/73

ST. LOUIS, MISSQURI

CGP - POSSIBLE ARSON

00: ST. LOUIS
Re Kansas City airtel to St. Louis, 7/16/73.
On 8/2 and 30/73,
| lHissouri, telep ~
[:;:;%E:::&gg KCMO - TV, telephone - s advigsed she has no
urther information in this matter and the unknown male did

not call again on 8/1/73, as he promised during his telephone
call which was received on 7/16/73.

- All Agents of the Kansas City 0ffice have been b7c
advised of this matter. To date, no information has been
progid&d by logical sources and informants of the Kansas City
Office. '

,fd’:’;;. Louis

2 - Kansag City
WSP:rd
(4)

BLD - 445, -psR
SEARCHED _ SHBEXED )
SERIALIZG 4 '
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AIRTEL

FROM:

SUBJECT:

entitled "MILITARY RECORD CHECKS, NATIONAL PERSONNEL

9/18/73

DIRECTOR, FBI
SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) (C)

MAJOR FIRE,

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS
CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M)
7/12/73

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON

Re SL airtels to Bureau dated 8/23 and 8/28/73,

~ MILITARY (NPRC~M)" and SL report of SA
dated 7/30/73.

started,

For the information of the Bureau, the J,. S,

Alberici Construction Company (which has the prime contract
for demolition operations at the Record Center) has completely
cleared the area in which the fire was belleved to have
No evidence has been developed to indicate that the
fire was caused by arson; and, in fact, no cause whatsoever
has been determined for the fire.

- Bureau

DRS :kmt
(3)

‘f/gg/? 3f_ ( o F

1,- St. Louis
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S1 52-4856

various contacts on a local basis with the
Center's Safety Office, the Public Building Bervice,
the National Archives and Records Bervice, the Federal
Protective Service, and the Regional Security Office
of the General Services Administration have failed to
develop any information whatsoever that the fire was
caugsed by arson.

Theé Ad Hoc Committee established to investigate
causes for the fire, according to sources at the Record
Center, has learned through the utilization of experts in
investigation of fire causes that a fire of the intensity
experienced could readily have developed in a very short
time from a number of natural causes, given the means of
records storage at the Center. It has also been learned
that the extent of destruction is being at leagt partially
attributed to the technique used in fighting the fire.

It has been suggested that a lack of experience and knowledge
on the fighting of this kind of fire contributed substantially
to the amount of regulting damage.

Inasmuch as investigation conducted since
submission of the referenced report contains no significant
information as to the cause of the fire and since no
evidence whatsoever has been developed to indicate that the
fire was caused by arson, no further investigation is being
conducted at St. Louls and the case is considered closed.

Should information develop which bears on the cause
of the fire, it will be immediately brought to the Bureau's
attention.
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REa 11-27-70; . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

7/18/73

Date ol transcription

Missouri, was contacted Dy SA| kT his residence,
concerning the fire that occurred at the National Personnel

Center-Military (NPRC-M) on July 11, 1973, and
furnished the following information:

[ | igsed that he has been employed as a GS-4
at the record center since October, 1971,
ecent weeks has been working on special projects.,
sald that his work is primarily located on the first B7C
and second floors of the record center but he had previously
the sixth floor., During the evening of July 11, 1973,

[ff:ff:::porked entirely on the first and second floors and

only left these floors to proceed to the fifth floor snack bar

at approximately 8:00 P.M, After a short break he returned

his work area on the first and second floor.

[f:::::idevised he knew of no one that he had come in contact

w at the center who would be desirous or capahle of burning
the record center, and on the evening of July s, he

said he noticed nothing out of the ordinary, L;i;:fffjfirst

became aware of the fire at approximately 12: oM., July 12,
1973, when he went to the first floor of the record center

to sign out for the evening, At that time he saw fire trucks

and firemen arriving at the building. He went outside,

and observed flames coming from the southeast corner of the
building near the windows, E::%:::::baid at that time,
approximately 12:35 A,M,, the flames were confined ¢
southeast corner area. At approximately 12:40 A M,

left the center and returned to his residence. The following
information was obtained from int erview and observation:

Name
Race Negro
Sex ruglg
Date of Birth |
Marital Status Married
Height 5ton
Weight 155
rereiowed on 1/16/73 ., St, Louis, Missouri I 52—485§ /5‘{(
4K
SA :ck 7/18/73
by Date dictoted

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL It is the praperty of the FBl and is ivoned to your agency;

it and

its contents are nol to be distributed curside your ogency,



SL 52-4856
Residence
Telephone Number

1)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Oote of iranscription 7!18/73

Hissouri,Lias contacted by bA at his parents

residence concerning the fire, w OCC ed at the
National Personnel Records Center-Military (NPRC-M) on the
evening of July 11, 1973, and furnished the following
information:

Iadvised he has beei t the record
center since June, 1972, as a GS-1 I His normal
working hours are 4:00 to 12:00 AM,, an 8 areas of

responsibility at the center are the fourth and fifth floors.

On the evening of July 11, 1973, Iworked entirely
on the fourth and fi or and did not have occasion to go
to the sixth floor, Ef:::ijsaid he knew of no one he had
come in contact witha e record center who would be
desirous and capable of destroying the building. He said he
first became aware of the fire at approximately 12:15 A M.,

when he went to the second flocx_gi_;hg_hnilging_jg_gizn1out

for the evening., At that time told

him there was a fire in the buiﬁ'ing_.then decided

to go take a look at the fire and left é second floor

via the stairwell,and c¢limbed to the sixth floor., This

particular stairwell,[f::f:]said, was the one nearest the biC

main entrance desk on the westend of the building,. Upon
arriving on the sixth floor,|  |observed smoke coming out

of the sixth floor doors and Seénmingly flowing into a nearby
elevator shaft, pened a door in the hallway which leads
to the file sect the sixth floor in the southwest corner

of the building. He walked over to the south side of the
building where the windows are located and said that the

west one-third of the building on the sixth floor in the file
section was not on fire and was relatively clear of smoke,
However, as he looked toward the east end of the building

and began walking in this direction, he ran into a solid

wall of heavy dense, grayish-black smoke. He estimated

that this covered the other two=-thirds of the floor, At that
time he left the file area and entered into the hallway; and
tried to close a few doors that were opened to the file section,

Interviewed on

by

7/17/73 St. Louils, Missouri SL 52-4856 /54

al File #

v, ‘5’
SA ek 7/18/73

___Date dictoted

This document conlains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1 is the property of the FBl and is lconed 1o your agency;

it and

s conlenis are no! to be disiributed ouiside your agency.



SL 52-4856

He then left the sixth floor via the stairway he had come
up and proceeded to the second floor, where he exited the
building. He stayed outside the building pproximately
fiwe minutes and left for his residence. ﬁrecalled that

on the sixth floor some lights were on but:::;;ﬁuld not
he

tell if the exhaust fans were on or off, emphasized
on the west one-~third of the sixth floor not observe
any flames and the area was relatively clear of smoke., He
sald on hig travels to and from the sixth floor he did not
observe anyone else,

further stated that prior to being informed
that a fire had cccurred in the building at 12:15 A M, he
had not observed any smoke.

The following information was. obtained from
obgervation and interview:

Name

Residence

Parents Residence
Missouril

Race White

Sex Male

Date of Birth

Marital Status LBIEEIE""""'{

Military Veteran - U.S, “oast Guard

Occupation Student - Meramec Junior College,
majoring in general courses

Height 6 feet

Weight 180

Hair Brown

Eyes Brown

Telephone Number

said he had beenmtified to report for work
at the New Federal Building in St. Louis on the 4:00 to 12:00
shift beginning July 17, 1973,

b C
L
R -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of tronscription 7/20/73
Missourl
Fire District, 0 Olive Boulevard, furnished the following

information:

Personnel and equipment including a snorkel fire
truck were called to the National Personnel Records Center -
Military (NPRC-M), 9700 Page Boulevard, Overland, Missouri, on
July 12, 1973, at approximately 1:34 A M, in order to help fight
a fire that had broken out in the center, He arrived on the
scene at approximately 2:24 AM,, July 12, 1973, and became
involved in setting up the equipment for the fighting of the fire.

At approximately 3:45 A, M,, he received a report that
smoke was coming out of the windows on the east side of the record b7
center building and walked from the south side to the east side -
to the vicinity of the east entrance. Observed were two guards
irom the record center wearing blue uniforms, Both were standing
approximately 50 feet from the eagt door and engaged in conversation
with each other.

One of the guards was a light complected Negro, approx-
imately 6'2" to 6'3" tall, with a well trimmed mustache and
probably in his upper 50's, The second guard was a dark
complected Negro approxi 5'10" tall, possibly in his
earl y 40s. According to the first guard may have been a
Sergeant as he possibly had sitripes on the arm of his uniform
and possibly a gold stripe on his cap. This guard also seemed
to be the second guard's superior.

The conversation the guards were engaged in concerned

two individuals who entered the east door of the center at about

11 :45 A M,, July 11, 1973, just prior to the fire being discovered,
The taller guard asked if they were emplow es, This other guard,
the shorter of the two, replied that the center was hiring a lot
of college kids and thought that the two individuals who entered
the building might have been part of this group. There was talk
about the guards entering the building but not leocating these
individuals., There was also talk about the guards either radioing
for or going for help in an attempt to locate the two individuals.

interviewed on

7/18/73 ,_Creve Coeur, Missouri . ., 5L 52-4856 /§¢

h\w SA cck 7/19/73

. Datre dictated

\

This documeni contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, il is the property of the FBI ond is looned to your agency;

it ond

ils coments are not to be distributed cutside vour agency,
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There was also talk abou one of the guards discovering the
fire about 12:20 or 12:30 A M,, July 12, 1973,

advised that he did not fully hear all
parts of the conversation between the two guards but that he
reported the conversation best he could recal,

in addition, advised that fire equipment
had not been brought to the east side orf the building until
about 8:00 or 8:30 A M,, July 12, 1973, when it was felt
that the fire was spreading to that area, At the time the
equipment was brought, the east doors on the ground floor
waere open, He did not know it they were open earlier when he
had overheard the guards speaking.

b7C
LA

furnished a copy of his réport dated July 16,
1973, regarding the military personnel records ceater,

| 2o
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcriphen 7/27/73

the
National Personnel Records Center (NPRC), 9700 Page Boulevard,
Overland, Missouri, was contacted regarding the fire at the
NPRC which occurred during the early morning hours of July

12, 1973.

Fhe guards
for the Record Center on July Ll, 1 etween e hours

of 8300 AM and 4100 PM, He stated thut during the course

of his duties he received absolutely no indication of a fire
at the NPRC nor did he receive any information from any of
his guards that anything unusual was taking place on that
particular day.

lnterviewed on 7/17/73 -1 overlandg HO. File ¥ SL 52-4856 '/ﬂ

by____M_ _’j_mg rj\n‘Y‘\‘ Date dicrated 7/23/73

This documen! ¢oniains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. I is the property of the FBI and is Yoaned to your agency;

it ond its contents nre noi lo be distributed oulside your ngency,




OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . .
MAY 1482 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 cFR) 11-110

" UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO : SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-u4856) DATE: 10/5/73
FROM R'I.YSAC, KANSAS CITY (52-5930) RUC

SuBJecT: MAJOR FIRE,
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER
--MILITARY (NPRC-M), 7/12/73,
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI,
CGP-~POSSIBLE ARSON
00 SL

Re Kansas City letter to St. Louis, 9/6/73.

No information has been provided by logical
sources and informants of the Kansas City Office.

(@ Sst. Louis
1 Kansas
WSP:SCS
(3) -

. $2- 955 4sg
j SERL! T e

CCT 431973

Byy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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NRG2S SL PLAIN
/ PM NITEL 18-12-73 WRF !
/10 DIRECTOR
FROM ST, LOUIS (52-4856)
MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONELL RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M),

DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPFRTY - POSSIBLE ARSON, 00: ST. LOUIS:
7/12/73.

N/M, DOB POB SLMO, 5°11%, 224

LBS, FURNISHMED SIGNED STATEMENT 18/12 INSTANT; IN WHICH HE ADMITTED
SMOKING A CIGARETTE AND CARELESSLY DISGARDING MATCH ON 6TH FLOOR OF
NPRC-M 11388 PM 7/11/73., AREA REFERRED TO IS PRECISE AREA WHERE MAJOR
FIRE FIRST DISCOVERED AND IS AREA WHERE SMOXING AND POSSESION OF £
MATCHES EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN. b7C §§:

INDICATED HE WAS NOT CERTAIN WHERE MATCH FELL AND THAT HF
LATER INSERTED HOT END OF CIGARETTE BUTT IN BOLT HOLE ON FILE SHELVES

BREAKING OFF MAJORITY OF LIT END IN THE HOLE AND WIPING REMAINING HOT
SPARKS ON SIDE OF FILE SHELVING,

THEN RETURNED TO WORX AREA

WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL 12:10 AM. HE THEN PROCEEDED TO SIGN OUT AREA
TO GO HOME,

SAID AS HE PROCEEDED TO THE CORRIDER HE SMELLED
SMOKE AND AS HE LEFT BUILDING OBSERVED FIRE ENGINES ARRIVING,

L1} \IHIHlll\ |

STATED HE IMMEDIATELY FELT HIS CIGARETTE AND MATCH HAD CAUSED FIRE, BUT
[ WAS AFRAID TO ADMIT WHAT HAD H PPENED

/
END PASE ONE seiei __/,4..._ @O‘ﬁA
S[R]ﬁl!TfYEAAJ},;Qf7L,///

R K A=
L L -
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Ddtej.
oo 5 _ _ Ry |
Transmit the followind in e [Type in plointext o7 ¢ _ {
T - —N-“’__.—'—d—_‘J'
e . s \
/19 pAGE TWO
77} aSL 52-4856
|

FACTS PRESENTED USA EDM, SLMO WHO INDICATED THAT

USA REQUESTED ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION TO INCLUDE INTERVIEW OF
PERSONS

HAD TOLD HE SET FIRE AND MEDICAL AND SCHOOL RECORDS.
FOR IRFORMATION BUREAU

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING,
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FI-26% (Rev. 17-72) . . -
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
REROR- G OFRiCh | GFFIcE oF ORIGIN  IBATE  lmvesTiGanive sEmss

ST, LOUIS = ST, LOUX 10/17/73 7/13/73 - 10/16/73
TITLE OF CASEyaneen 7 - - -

NHESORT MAT - TY PEi

o8 sA dals
DPERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER = oo cror 43
MILITARY (NPRC—H) )

 Title maried changed to include identity of
subject,

R7C

REFERENCES: 5t. Louis rtport of SA
?/30/73;
3t, Louis teletype to Bureau, 10/12/73,

-

ADMINISTRATIVE: .

riod extended to inciude interview
of Fn July 13, 1973, whick was
previously reported, but which is of great significange to
current investigation,

ACCOMPLULs N TS CLAIMED

. R X . D AEFLL
convie. | FUG. | FINes : SAVINGS TALG
N 1 . T T : ‘ o i VER GME YEAR LY ©s %NC‘
[ : i GNST L TION '
F ; RIS Tivas ‘A@Nc

ATEROYED

SR A aoenT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

1 6
Usa, St. Louis (Enc. 1) | |
GSA megional Dffice

Kansas City ; SN
- St, Louis (52-4856) | ,&b |

COMIES MADE:

B N~
1

" s,
)’L i
Sia ] -
S
Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Aooney i ; ‘
i y )
Regueat Read. . |
S e N ; ;
Pate pbwd, ! :
|
How Pwd, i i i :
e T e i EEEE I . R
[ | | . |

R - — 1 . . - - - - I. - R

COVER PAGE
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LEADS

ST, LOUIS DIVISION

AT ST. 1OUIS, MISSOURI

Will follow for prosecutive action,

w1l for

photograph o

COVER PAGE

to identify
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 -~ 8, 8., Attorpey, St. lounis (BEnc, 1)

Copy te 2 ~ General Bervices adninistraiicn,
Eanssn City Regismal Office
Report of: Si Office 9T, LIS
Date: ia’ms
Field Office File - &1, SMSM Bureau File =
Title: I I
HAJOR FIHX, RATIOHAL
PERBOKNEL RBCOKDS CRWETRE -
WILITARY (MORC-¥)
JUi.Yy 1R, 1273
Character:
DEFTRECT IOR OF GOVEENRENT PROPEATY - POBABIRBLE RAR3OK
Synopsis:
we, DOB DO
fLwn, = | D tional reosbel Fecoyds
Center « Nilitary Branch, furaisted signed atatement
18/1%/73 in which he admittsd somffing omt cigarette on
aopen file shelves and carelessly discardisg match iv 8th
tloor file area. Fmoking in this azea is etrictly for-
Five fellow workers furaished iaforsatien that
stotenonte he had set fire, Also made strie-
aenit to fTeollow workerw that he iatentiomally set five by

Tl Seaens - ot g

pulling out f1ils box and lightieg it with matches,

) - r

I -

ENCIORURRE
TG URITED STATES ATTORNEY'S QFFJCR:

Enclosed for ¥y 18 she copy of
St, louis report of &3 o T/30/73,

DEXALLS: AV §T. LOGES. BISBOUAL




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

18/Y3 /73

Hissouri, was Inierviewed, e 10D LADUT T L7
algned ptatoment

AL, Lastis, MO,
Setebey (2, 1870

B make the {o)ilowilng velin-

e 'i:»‘.s| !and
who e 5% ¥ t ez

gelves o me tg of the ¥01,
Special agent adviged me

that he woaoted to talk aboul the fire in the
records center last July, and sarped ae af ny
righte. 71 heve walved thow as shown o &
exccuted warning and wmaiver form,

"1 am an omployee of the Goneral Services h7C

intstration, Public Puilding Service an
& I have been omplioyed iao thiwm
cApRe Ity FoT thria%mucmlnnﬂ

work I attended

IwsasaT

o Juiv 11, 1673, I was workleg at the
¥ationpl Dursoanel]l Records Centeor, Militare
Breech, U700 Punge, on my assipned job cleaping
the ogcrlatsrs betwoen the f{irst and the sixth
flonr at the Natisesa! Personuel Hecords
Center - dilitary Drapeli, 1 vorked sloow
for most of that aight 20 the 1:04 p.a. to
12:36 s.m, shift, At about 11:90% p.owm,, [
mad noarly finished ay work, when 1 weat to
the sixth floar for & swoke, [ had taken o
clgareite from home, and placed it locee i

T Wy Shirt pocket, 1 mnd RYES Groupht rinng o

5%, louis, @lsgsonrl a1, 321806

7. dls S 13/17773
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book of matches, ‘The file area on the sixth
floor, wear the middle of the beilding was

dark, apd no one elpe was there, 1 felt it

was & good place to somoke without belag datsei-
ed, 1 was at the end of the {iles near the

south end of the bnilding, 1 ran’t recall ithe
exact esliuvmn aumber, but it was gsomewhere ip

the middle of the buildiug, more to the west

than to east. T smoked my clgareite protty

far, and I then decided to reoturn to ay

working station. I seubbed my cigarette out

on the side of a yow of Ifles. {1 ectually

put tho hot end of the cigaretie in a scorew

hale on ¥hat would be 2 cormer leg or brace

of the file shelees, Y think [ broke the hot

end off ip the hole, and {hes threw the clgeratie
butt to the floor. [ looked dows al the
cigarette butt and didp't see no red, and 1 B0
thought it was ouk. I then returned o the

talrd ficor and started cleaning ou the ¢~

calpines T was alope agalu, except
for who wis working neasrby.

“at about 12:10 a.m., I wont dowo o
ithe firvet floopr, by the lobby on the east eprd
of ths building to walt far tise to go home
gt 12:3) p,u, Somesther rugtiasdial employees
were thers too, apd wi talked for awhile,

I then sigeed out &t about 12:30 a.m, on
July 12, 1973, and was vmiking up the ce-
calatore whlch wory turned off at that leaw,
I went to the west entrance where @y cwe
was parked, sad I notliced fire frecks oute
aide, ¥ smelied smobke as I had gone down
the corrider, and 1t occurred o me that
mavbe I kpd started 8 firve, thet the cigareits
might not beve heen cut, The first thing

I gaid to mysel! was "Thal was my cligarcite
that § thought I hed put owt™, [ was
frightaned and didn't keoow what to do s §
did nothing., It Las been on my miod and I
have been worrled sbout the fire, Lscause

I did not intgnd for it to happexn. 1
didn't menp for to do it on purpose. I
didn't 4o it delibwrately,




4
»1. 524856

"I told mowe people thav { threw matches

in the files, but 1 wus

nely meoaning off at

the mouth, I 1it just one watch fov ay

clgarette and I shook it

put and threw §t

down. I don’t know whare it Jonded, but ¥

think it ianded sn the f

loar,

"1 have read the above stalemesnt oon~
sisting of ithis aad four other pages apd it

is true.
“;3;
"®itoous
/a/] Speclal Agent, FBI, Ht.
1.8 - 2/73
/8/ Special agent, FBI, S1¥0,

End

T

interview 8B Tofiows:

Han
Racs:
Bew:
mte of birihk:
Glane of hirth:

iz demcribod through sbservatios and

Kﬂg )

-

e

gt. fouis, Himsourti

B7C

Height: sriy-
Velght: 2247 pounds
Mair: Black
Eyes: Brown
Complexion: Hed L
Senvs Or marks: Hane
{harscteristices:
Pather:
sigter-
Aunt :

¥iszgaarl
Bdunat ion:

Home tolepbone:
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v
it

b

Just prior to mm_ssi
work area, ﬁmtal mat

stopped ia B assignoed smaking ares of thn mt

sat therc and talked - smoked

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4 I

did pot complete it DETDYE Pattiag it out.

Inters iewed DHW

o

This oo

cument contairs

a~doy centents ore

aeither tecommeandations nor conglusizns of the FBEIL T is the proop

not o he distributed ouiside your afenty. s

16/17/73
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Hy/1%/13

I Mimgourd,
advised that he is employed s a at

the Naticeal Twmrsonnel Records (entey (NPW). BARKS

stated he has worked nat the rec - ar eipght
years apd heas hoeen & *3 wher i
also eaployved ag 8

3overal times during the past couple of monthe
%& nade statements to hinm and to other custodinnes,
ig acquainted, about being involved in

the setting o: tire om the 6th floor at the records
center on July 11, 1973,

About & month ago, said tu: tor
a0 apparyent resgon, and in tha ol axact words
that, "1 bursed the sixtk floor,” sald that
gveryone kmows | 11kes 1o get zttertion for him-
sell, so ha po no attenti n when he heard the
rowark, but he noticed that was looking at bim apd
oxlling wher the rowmark was - kontinwd tn
nake these remarks,[ Jeaild, amd an one occusion,

! 3111& hin that 30 ane would ever believe that he,
wag responsible for the fire, ¥hile |an L2
iaformation whieh would eliminnte a8 8
oﬁ: fire, e pereonsally bes sade up ad.nd
that gbotlcd not be takern seriously in 8 gesoral
xenss, A i he could ses no reason to take him

soriousiy in the maiter of resmpoasibility for the records
coanter fivre,

SR 1 tsmtqa also claimed
respoamibiility for the fire 1o pregence of ather

cuntod oy have stood together in groups and
taliced, aaid he could pot rencwmber who the
le wore, or when the diseusglong ftook pil

gald he did recnl? talling theae people that waR
anly bra s that they sdouldon't pay any atientior

to fiin. maid he could agt recsall the proecisc worda
nuod by éuring thees disomesions due (o pasesage of

B 21 T Y - 5 U dveriowl, Missouri TS B4 306
A EEs 2 1G/17/%8

O
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%1, 52-4856

time, but that they gemerally indicrted thatl he,
was responsible for the recorde center [ire,

iz described as follows:

R -

Sex: L1m1s

Bace: (=1 8 %8} N
Date of birth: I ] bic
plgen of birth: | |§i$sauri

Reight:

Welght: 208 pounds

Hair: Brown

Eyes: Brown

Complexion: Dark

Soecial Security
Acevunt Number:

W
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W0/VE/T3

i
adviged be has boen emplsyod as aw' __
t the atiossl rersennel Bocorde Center, dillitery — B7C

RC~H#) Ior a period of approximately 16 monthas,
2id he did not work the second shiit on the

night of the five, July 11, 19795, Since the fire, he has
workad the 11:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m, shift,

Qm that m has kaown| |
gince heo 3T the records center and thatlmﬁs
intely

his Tiret b friepd, axid e

recoghized aomeone WOG Doeds ottent
guidance, a ke sadeavored to betrtand
to "hring hix under %tz wisg"™. an kd
that ho folt something like a b r to

viged e had bheard t h the
"grapevivre” atl the records center that had started
the firo, o satd that had almo statemants to
hia to *t that he started the fire, but thet
because roeds stteption and “junt t:lks“ he 4id
ot take aericuas whan he first Resrd tm =143 4 oy
nents .,

[satd bhe began to tuel & little
more seriousnty when on about Oetober 11, 3, he bocume

discuaaion of the {ire with and
n the cafeteris of the reco canter,
volunteared the g "% set the fire, but tbha

don’t have any proaf.” sxid he looked at
realized he was serious and s tshed him, "You'd botter
be cool man,” uici:'mmnded to the adswuni~
tion by wimply .

of the convarzatlon thiat followed tmt that d
clatmod he stortad the fire by seiting satc brought
from Mome tn 2 box »f records,

:sam he could rot reul?ﬁ:t nature

B 78§ g " reertamd, Wissourt BT D2e4B58
b7

HA GET 10/17773

10



wan it !

o

31 824856

it to gomet
said he felt
nvoilveaent te the fire to

« Be sald that whil

arid that while he generally did not
take oo geriously, Be fell he may have wzﬁ
ibe iz plenty smart on

ad net actually dons.
1ieved he comld admit
8 poers, primarily because

considerah d pagsed and he had ant as vet beern

uncmvareﬂ.ﬁﬁ:f;ff:ﬂzlaa seemed to feel secure in talking

about his involvement with peers appareatliy ba

bel he could not be reported by them. I:f;::;z:f]
ry 5

sal aay not have reall
were & the fire, includingfff:fff:fjginself.
BUCHANAN is described as Tollows:
Fane
pegidonco:
l [ #isscuri
Race: Hegro
Sex- _dple
Date of birth.
Place of birth: |#issigsippdi
Height: ¥ L1
Weightl: 180 pounds
Hair: Black
¥Fees - Broen
Compiexing: ek

131
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10/17/73

ﬁ, Rdvised be is prescntly omployed as » |
At the ¥atiomal anml Records Center £ -~H},
5t. Louis, Nissouri, said be has '
position for approximately aontha, a5 o

a2id be s sot close tal x5
I:L“ not t _arythiog to may that wants to

1im to, stated he foels this way CRUST
is unaducated, and of limited gereral knowledge,

| |sam he wag aware, bowever, that
converaatlon Lnvolving some of the above sile
tRwed porgscbe, exact obee anrecalled, had iloguired ip 2

“anickering way” what the penalty would be for a person
convicted af the fire st the records center op July i1,
1873. Everynne ino the group t everyone got the
impression from the rewark that y have been

reforring . No one t too meriousiy,
howerver, always looking for attention., This
incident Ay 3 t ftwo months mgo.

|:|mm he sever thought mch mare chout
the above situdtlion uptil tho veek of ¢ 3.

Someet ixe dering thnt weok, id CRBS
to Aim 1ir private and emrnestIy ingquiry as €O t
Fthﬂﬂgh“ v could de tol | what puntisbament coyld
gives him if s.at the {ire. said that in
T g _hoegan to sertougsly cowsider the
aad 3ot the fire. Be retsoned
d talwed to anyvone, he would have
aiid, wes the kind
—IEEG o HIlRGTS mten IO BRROONRS
He mlways troated |w1th a iol of kipd~
noos pnd foli zowme cobpasxiop for hin, | me he

YA BT - 7 overind, wi@BooTi |y, ED-4BNE
b7

84 - ‘ ' ID/YTSTE

12
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mever heard aske any statoments to

abont lightiog a _box of filies hes, Abont a moath
snd one-kelf ago|  [ia mek hat bo thought
would hapmen it SfEeche who s@ re ords
cester. | = |atd he definitely felt

trying toUyEmYTD him out, The tmpresetios lef< wans

clearly thét he wap the opne respossible for

sald that ehile 1t was often Jifficult to

take ricuasly because he tried to get alet of
attention, ne obvious tha t thinge more deeply
tban he let on., For exaaple, would luugh off a

seoliding from a supervisor aad wake very “light™ of it,
whan mctually be was deaply troubled by suck occusrrencas

apd took them mure sericusly thar he wanrtoed it to appenr. b7
ka geeeribed as follows:
Nome :
Benidoncea:
[Hisamsri
hace: ¥hRite
Sex: _Halo
Pate of birth: |
Placs of birth: kitemouri
Meipht: 6 0"
Yelght: 160 pounds
Huly: Blopde
Byes: Blue

Boclial Sacurily

Account Humber:
fducation: Righ school; 2 semseters college
¥arital Status: Married

i3
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w/Y71/73

IM:!., sdviged that by ie cmploved as »
| t the ¥utionmal Personne’ [ecords

ﬂ: Military Branch, 9700 page, St. louis, Jlssourt.
id be has been smployad in this posltion stance

1972 and has bown 2 working collesgue o
ince that time,

h t he h

by his wtatowment

11 tell hinm things he will not tell anyone eiso,
id be feels he dovelopsd thiem reintiooship wilh
» To the bust of
sald that he had
went to the sixih floor to start the fire, staply “‘for
somothing to do”,

! : indly and tends
to ltsten to him whon 2o anhe
$1lactim, howover,
[ some mntehesd ok tho Tirs oor &1 BPRC apd then
Jn October lf. ij, id e again dis-
cuseed the fire with and that he
had started the fire. ig occasgion advimed

that ba bnd bwteheﬂ Irom houe, suid he
pointed 2ut Lo that ke had previ ated the
matches were foumi on the flrss floor. weraly
reapondead with a “fead”., DPuring this coaversation
started the fire mear the woemst end of ¢ T.
said he at first tended tn disbelicve what
waz aaying bechuwss on the night of the fire RS
on the pixth floor sfter the fire sitarted = net lood

po flames toward the west ond,

muid he becoame luvereasiagly troubled over

Fepont statemonts that bo set the {ira ard
“gTadusally began to believe that he might 1
trath. o oue sccasion vhan he talked tn

BT V) 1.9, 51 ¢ overlasd, MiBSOuEri ORI BRm4RGE

&4 (a3 is - : YWY ES

14

b7C
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told him to "shui up™ becsuse what he wes saying wmid

ﬂtia trouble, Later[ ] said be began to “kid™

bat he wonld turn him in _for il the work he had

I y startiveg the fire, bet tept on talkiag,

said he belleved it was during the pongsrastion in

cateteria on Detober 11, 1973, that| | had said

that be hed sctually pulled out a box of files on the

oixth flour and got fire to t box with the matce

he had in hiz possesmton, ﬁnm ne belisved

said this to him because, a8 previously stated,

lonoked up to bim and seemed to want io discuss the matteyr.

sald that sz he has Lhought sbout I
utttmui%ﬁire, he has geadaslly come €0
%

realize tha v bave begn telling the truth,
 bases this belief on tho recolleection that
when firet discussed the mutter with him, he was

axtirewely secretive. As time passed, bowever, and
rently began to fpel more secure that he
would oot be identified, be became more open in his state~
ments 2bout the five., later, when be would state he had

set the five, fTallow workers id “They 're L7C
going to lock you up,” to whi:gﬁ::;:fi]wﬁald respond
boastfully “How, they ecem't srove 1L, Recently, and

fcularly singg statement on Jctober 11, 1873,
atd that | [had said be was rewponsikle for

re frequently enough snd earvestly emough that be
beger to "serionely wonder i y have actually
boon resyaasihlaIinx_tha1t1r&. sald he was throws
off, however, hy discrepancy as to where he had
gotte tches, | |said that on the other
hand, recently become very interested in
what the ponnity would be for the porson responsikle for
¢ and that thiz lent substasce to his belief that
miky Bave, in fact, set the fira at the records

center,
} dogeribed an follows:

Kamo
Begidence:

Wingour
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81 52-4856

Bace:

Sex:

Date of birth:

Place of birth:

Height:

Yelght:

Bair:

Hros

Social Security
Ageount Runmber:

Sarial Number:
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18/317/73

rised he 18 an empioyoe of
ml mm M&r ~ Miildtary Branch
He saild ho tas been employed iz
17 monthe,

reohll tha exuet 'emmtm,
started the flre with matebesn,or

The oily other recsllection had of
claining he started the filre ocourred about two
months prisr to the above qorasion, Someoue had made a
commant sbont the M;&ply bxurtt*ix
started the fire,™ id bhe told to rpot
even tell his sbout it, that be did sot waat to hear
abost it,
| hiﬁ w WM faraish vo other infor-
neiden Be said that vhile ke

mation repmtug this
tonded to ¢ ke

to him tlnt
sot the fire,

oo seriously, it accurred
my heve bees very serisus aboutl having

|# doscribed ss follows:

®
‘hiv dotument coatoins nother reconmendotions nor eanciusions of the FIL b is the poante o e 070 e b Do d g yons ey,

Y oand ils corfents ore not o do be aistiibuted oatside yeoer ogeney
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2~4858

Feme
Residence:

1 Missourt

Telephone mumber:
#aca: White

HSex: I—Hﬂ-lﬂ
nate of birth: I h7C

piace of birth: | uri
Height: 55

Welght: 130 pounds

Haiy: Brown

Byew: Hagel

Socinl Becurity
Aceount Homber:

i8
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

8t. Joucis mrd qx:t Edmmtts:m,

MRS

| Lttamd 5t. louin schools s

foliows

8o sdmission date is showes for 1967, howover,
a2 witixirewnl date of Decamber 15, 1967 is shown with the

aotation of ]

shown an

Interviewed on 1“ f‘] a WW"

by_nl

This document cantains neither recommendations nor cenclusions of the FBY

‘4 and its confents ore not to be distributed outside your ngency.

19
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b7z

try

— Bk Pm,k* e i Fnataed ,‘}%W___ﬁ__ . biC

is dacument cortaing roither recomiverndations nar conclusions of the RS s the peoroec b, ot M TR 0 b L eed b oyaur gendy,
This o T nd 3 th V Tntc o i Ftbe FBE I G the o vpet t i | 1t JETICY

toard ils centents ore nol dn be Jdistibuted autside your Uc_qa‘r\f.‘,tzo
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3‘_ [ P B R N T AELTTIN ,1,9'{%?[?;}7,

Hationsl
Nmmjfbcomwr, H{I{tary bBrunch, Page
Boatlevard, Owverlasd, Missouri, advised there is a long
standing prokibition against swoking in any stock sren
uf any record ceater opesrated by the United Siates
Governmest, Be adviged that this prohibition appliews
ogurlly to a8ll persons smplayved in or visiting the
mt:r, ragardlioas of agency or hrsnch of Government
SOTvICe,

utited that ench sew employee i=
informed it ptirxinpent ision, and is constantly
rominded nf it through posting of pertineat regulations
and issusance of documents setting forth these roguln-
tions to 211 employeen,

merviowed on__ JOARGLTR ol Overlamb, Nissouri 85, S8-4886 —
b7

— 8 e AR —

‘his document contains neither recommendabions nor conclusions of the FBL  IHis the ooopoerty of the 70 ol s isaned to your agency

it ord s contents are nol to be distributed outside your agency.

21
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Oon Goctober 18, 19?3]
advised there is no record on file regarding|
at the 2t. louis Clty Police Depariment,

on actober 16, 1973, | |

| dviged there iz no record on file regarding

at the 5t. touls County Police Department.

22%
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FT5-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

{Mount Clipping in Spuce Below)

Record center too damaged
to_hunt for arson evidence

Any possibility of finding
physical eviGemte or arson at
the Military Personnel Rec-
ords Center in Overland, dev-
astated by fire last week, was
ruled out Thursday by the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion. )

®ix FBI agents who spent
the entire day Tuesday amid
the rubble on the sixth Aoor
of the im mens e structure
found d am a g e 50 complete
that further examination
would be pointless, Robert G,
Kunkel, special agent in
charge of the FBI office here,
said in an interview. _

“THE ONLY WAY we'll
ever establisharson—if
that’s what it was — will be

through _interuiasys,” Kunkel

said. —_—

He said_morgethan 80 per—|

sons who were. in or near the
building when the fire started
last Thursday have been
questioned and moreinter
views aré planned

The fire centerpd on the top
floor of: building,

two bioakedesgsand & block

wide. The center held some
5 mitlion files on armed
forces personnel, about 20
million of them on the sixth

floor. :
“p thorough examination of

the - sixth floor disclosed vir-

tually -0 . deptruction,
at l{:ut _per cent of the
record; W Gn[y a

small pazcentageof them par-
tially salvageable,” Kunkel

said,

“fye¢ also located the proba-
ble original site of .the fire,”
he said.

“WE DETERMINED that it
sterted near the center of the

-building, at a point buried un-

der tons of concrete and two
to three feet of wet, charred
rubble frog burned records.
‘“Because of the collapse of
the -10-inch-thick concrete roof

. in the area, a thorough exam-

ination for evidence of arson
will not be possible.

"“The original fire site is
permanently inaccessible and
awill be demolished as the
sixth floor isremovedby

_heavy coustmetia equip-

ment.” ——

The roof -shifted seven inch-
es Tuesday, Kunkel said,
“and as of Tuesday night,
people have been pretty much
evacuated.”

HE NOTED THAT the rec-
ords center, larger in floor
space than the Empire State
Building #nd second only to
the Pemtag o ninsize, was
doused with 50 million gations
of water during the fire,
which raged out of control for
two days. '

Arson was considered a
possibility because there have
been about & doren small
fires in the building in the
last two years, mast of them.
started in wastebaskets, Kun-
kel noted.

Qther possibilities being
considered, he said, are acci-
dent, spontaneous combustion
and electrical faults.

{Indicate page, name of
newspadper, city and state.)

P3, St. Louis Globe-
“Democrat, St. Louis,

Missoury
Duate: 7/20/73
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title:

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Offtces DL

Heing ‘nvestigated

F - 4P LA

SEARCHED.
SERIALIZED




Record Request
FD-125 (Rev. 11-3-71)

[ Credit /@’cmm [JDeath ["JINS [“IMariages [ Motor Vehicle [ ]Other

[]Birth
(] Driver's License
To Buded W
Retum to OET 1 6 RSy File numfbgro? ) H/gpjﬁé

Addresses
Resid

Business

s597 Sotea

Former

Iy7

* Date and place of marriage

(if applicable}
Race Sex Height Weight Hair Eyes
V% g Male
{_] Female
Bi & Birthplace
Y

Fingerprint classification

Criminal specialty

Specific information desired

‘Results of check

. SRR T
i_-\_..,;iiqi...a. (PhY

s & ARREST CHEOKS,

Jo-16-73

PEPART

<T. LGuje

P‘j oty Misag o E
Paran ! VSOUR‘

SEARCHED. .. ARDERED.
SERIALIZED... .t -

CoT 191973
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RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES

10/26/73
Orally By Telephone . Written Communication

date date date

Information concerning:
| MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDE CENTER -
MILITARY -X), 1/12/73; DGP - POBSIBLE ARSON

Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number:

8L 52~-4856

Information furnished was obtained:
E] during course of Bureau investigation
{1 from informants
[ from complainants or other sources

Information furnished to:

GBA, Regional Office, Kmansas City, Mo.
reports
Number of items disseminated: _—2 po
RiC
Remarks:

/75

Special Agent
St Louis (1- 66-2340 & 1— 52-4856)

(3)



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

== Ty Lk I e T SOE

ST. LOUIB ST. LOUVIS 10/26/73 10/12 - 10/25/73
TITLE OF CASE ' Sl e
SA knt
| | CHARACTER OF CASE
MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERBORNEL
RECURDS CENTER -~ HMILITARY
(NPRC~-M) DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON
T/12/73
REFERENCE: 81 report of SA 10/17/73.
- P -
ADMIKIBTRATIVE:
le to arrange for identification
of who gave sub igarette and
a light at 11- . on inamm is on
administrative laxven At such time as is brought
back to the Records Cantar for discharge procedures, arrangements
will be made for| identification of the subject.

Investigative period overlaps that of last report to
include original discussion of the case with the office of the
U. 8. Attorney,

 ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED xNGNE I

CELT L

Acéu!'r-l ..

.o U TALS
’ e O | R T I
TR T - e e
i . R - ey th b

Lo DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BFLAW

2 - Bureau | /;m;

1l -~ UBA, Bt. louis

2 - GBA, Regional Oftfice,
¥;.._ Eansas City, Missouri

52'- Bt. Louls (52-485%8)

Disseminntion Recard ot Artoched Repars MNotations L/" e

\ :-'\7'.7 \ -
_ . : # ~

COVER PAGE

O



SL 52-4856

LEADS :

ST. LOUSS DIVISION

AT OVERLAND, MISSOURI
¥Will follow for prosecutive action.

by

il m—--lfor identification of the subjb?c

COVER PAGE

B*
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Copy to:

Report of:

Date:

Field Office File #.

Title:

Character:

Synopsis:

DETAILE:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1= United States Attorney, St. Louis
2= General Services Administration, Regional Qffice,

nsas Cit ssouri
BA Office: 8T. LOUIB
Octo , 1073

BL 52—4856 Bureau File #;

HAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL PERSONNEL
RECORDS CRNTER - MILITARY (NPRC-M)
JULY 123, 1973

DESTRUCTION OF GOVERMMENT PROPERTY - POBSIBLE ARSON

Raruliﬂ_ﬂi_inxarviaw of a fellow
of sot fort d that while
e had no knowledg

congistently slept on
any statements made by admitting responsibility
evaonts of July 11, 1973.

for the fire and canno
Facts of tho matter discussed with office of the United
States Attorney, Eastern District of Missouri, on

October 12, 1973, October 22, 1973, and October 23, 1973.
On the latter date two alternative courses of action
desacribed by Assistant Bnir.ml_n.n.r.Httornoy involving
administrative handling of by General Services
Admintstration and possible presentment of evidence to
Foderal Grand Jury on October 31, 1973,

- P ~

AT CVERLAND, MIBSOURI

Thus dovument contend oether cecommmendations e conelinns of (e FRT 1w the peepeety of the FRD nob s Loaned to vocr speney )00 ane! s condents

ire net e beolisterbut

el e your agencs
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF [INVESTIGATION

of eoveuta oa t night, excopt that he was de
as weonl, cleaning the third floer restrooms.

ast want te state positively to having seea
t o near 11:90 P K. on the night of July 11,

Y] alvays passiag by and cenversimg even thou:h he,

paid little attention to him but coatimmed his work.

siid that if ke ad mee d t
have bean unti]l sometine after 11:06 p.N.
rogularly could be found 2 a solft cha At column

J 1P on the third floor.

11:00 P, WNONRER
give kim peme gui e,

ont” and go to sisep almost anywhere.
his work hat

he was workiag.
or someone eolse

be leng before was back to mleep sgain.

snid this location
ars’ Room™ aad thti;|
up at that location at &

to "help”
to just "peter
wosld try to do

1d sit down a g0 to nleep whorsver

to

__—
7
b f

1 10/26/73
| | Missouri,
@ anxber | | advised he iw omployed am a
at the Battomm]l Personmel Records Center -
[ ry Branch, 9708 Mge eulevard, S8t. Louis, Nissourt.
advised he was at work in the Records
Center 1, 1973 on the 4:00 P.N. to 1R:30 A M,
shift. advised that he s oo specific recollection

& supervisoyr

over sayimg
and that ha hap not vorked pnemyr
fire,

He conld furnish oo other inforsktion.

said he hks ao recollection oxl
d anything to do with starting ]
ory mch simce the

- _RL 33~4886

10/28/73

14 remAin nﬂ.
reprimand him, 1d 1t woulda't

C




SL 524856

AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

On October 12, 1973, the facts of this matter
ware preliminarily discussed with United States Attorney
DORALD J. STOHR and Assistant United States Attorney
TERRY I. ADELMAN, Eastern District of Mimsouri, St. lLouis,
Migsouri., It was determined through review 11
information available at that time includingi
signed statemoent, that insufficient evidence eximted to
authorize a complaint agailngt the subject. Additional
investigation wag r he form of interviews of
five persons to whom made statements claiming
responsibility for the fire, medickl and educational back-
ground, anlan invemtigative report incorporating all such o
investigation. biC

On October 22, 19873, this matter was discussed
with United States Attorney DONALD J, STOHR who was in
receipt of an Federal Bureau of Investigation report of
investigation. BSTOHR indicated that a preliminary review

of information contained in the x jndicated that there
is insufiicient evidence against thorize
prosecution. STOHR indicated that tatement,

which deseribes the Records Center fire as starting from
hie negligent smoking, is not incriminating and that
statements made to his fellow workers that he set the fire
weres not sufficiently strong so ag to warrant initiation
of criminal proceedings. B8TOHR advised that he wished to
solicit the opinions of his staff as to & proper course of
action to be taken in the matter and requested a follow-up
contact.

On October 23, 1973, Assistant United States
Attorney J. PATRICK GLYNN, Eastern District of Missouri,
St. Louils, Migsourl, advised that this matter had been
assigned to him for review, He stated that two altarnative
courses of action have been determined, neither of which
involves authorization for immediate filing of a complaint



SL 32-4856

and arrest of the subject. GLYNN said the two alternatives
are referral to the General Saervices Administration for
administrative action and presentation of evidence in this
matter to a Federal Grand Jury for consideraticn in it
investigative capacity. GLYXNN explained thaet this procedure
simply utilizes the investigative characteristics of a Federal
Grand Jury and does not necessarily imply the meeking of a
determination as to indictment. GLYNN stated that the first
alternative, administrative handling by the Geseral Services
Adminigtration, should be initiated through contact of appropriste
General Bervices Administration officials by the United Btates
Attorney for the Bastern District of Missouri., GLYNN stated
that depending on resulting necessities, a decision will be
made as to whether presentation of the evidence in this

matier ghould be made to the Federal Grand Jury convening

on October 31, 1973,

4%



TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NG, 10
MAY 1362 EDITION
GSA FRMR (41 CFR) 101-18.8

UNITED STATES

GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

)%

v

SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) P DATE: 10/25/73

¥
LA

SA

~MAJOR FIRE, NATIONAL

folder of'

?
PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -
MILITARY BRANCH (NPRC-M)
JULY 12, 1973
DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON

iew was made of the personnel
who is presently an employee

of the Un.

SLMO,

ited States Army Resergg_ﬂgn;xg] Griun*_HBRgiM,
[  |DOB is shown a at

I11; SSAN

1g as appointed August

6, 1973 as a grade one, maintenance and service
h | —

ome phone is his address

sind]

s Zip code

| height is shown as 5'11", his weight

168 pounds. He is the hOE.d.ﬁ-_Laf_a_M.:Lss.Qu.u_c.hmite_rLs_l b7C
license. He attended the

Mo, His brother is identified as
USN, Norfolk, Va.

Former employers are shown as follows:

1/73 ~ Wester Chestnut, SLMO
1970 - 1973 for self
5/63 - 7/70 - , Market, SLMO

67-68 - Two used furniture stores
59-60 - Chromcraft Corp., 11960 Westline, SLMO

Summer, 1958 - Salem Pine and Pole, Salem, Mo.
Llaimed the following residences:

4/72-12/72 -

12/72-1/73 -

1/73- o

< F /._--,::;7"., -
_2~f52~485’ . ol M7
7 -~ 46-NEW SEX . 7/,(.,{ o
; DRS:cw ro e
o \ -
PhE - ‘ @




SL 52-4856

at St. Louis, Mo., divorced in

date of magg;gggﬁt::;:]at St.
s the U.S. Amy 2/61 to 2/63
r_unggx_ggxigllnumber I Selective Service number is

Louis, Mo., divorced 1in |

The following marriages and divorces are listed:

date of marriage

service 18 shown as

earned an ''expert"

caliber pistol. Blood group is "O",

advised that

Home n the
Mo. He

rifle badge and expert with the .45

I ERS__SLMO

LEADS:

ST, LOUIS

AT ST.LOUIS

Will request credit and criminal
AT NPRC-M

Will request military record.

b7

~
f-



lFEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

tori b L Y| i

10/31/73

ST, LOUIS ST. LOUIS 11/5/73
TITLE OF CASE R
SA
MAJOR FIRE NATIONAL CHARACTER UF CASE
PERSONNEL, RECORDS CENTER
MILITARY BRANCH (NPRC-M)
7/12/73 DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON
REFERENCE: Report of SA}_ at St., Louils
dated 10/26/73.

- C -

ADMINISTRATIVE
Due to failure of the FGJ to indict on

vls

b7C

10/31/73, and since it 18 not presently likely that

will be returned to t?g_;ggg:ﬂn_ggnxgz_in;1d150hargo

pr , Apd since _ jdentification
of would not bear directly on responsibility
for e captioned fire, no further attempts are being mmde

to arrange for an identification of by
and case is considered closed.

Di=

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED NONE ACQUIT-
S . AT YRS R TALS

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BEL.OW

b - /77

USRI, 5L boiic
2 = GSA Regional Office SCRED
Fansas City, Missourid SRt L

(IO e =

| o
H

8t. Louis (52-4856) - e

semination Record of Attached Report Notation -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - United States D5 0oq nes ShL o Taonds, gissoned
Copy to: 2 - General Services Administration Regionll Office,
Kansas Clty, Missouri

Report of: A Office: ST, LOUIS
Date: Nol’mﬂn_ﬂ , 1973 s¥fe!

Field Office File #: SL 52-4856 Bureaw File #:
Title:
MAJOR FIEE NATIONAL PERSONNEL

RECORDS CENTER - MILITARY (NPRC~M)
JULY 12, 1973

Character: DESTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY ~ POSSIBLE ARSON
Synopsis: Facts of case presented to Federal Grand Jury,
EDMO, SLMO, 10/31/73. A'no true bilY was returned,
- -~
DETAILS: AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

On October 31, 1973, facts of this matter were
presented to the Federal Grand Jury in the Eastern District
of Missouri, 8t. Louis, Missouri, A '"no true bill"” was
returned,

1%
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11/6/73
AIRTEL AIRMAIL
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM ; SAC, ST, LOUIS (52-4856) C
SUBJECT :
MAJOR FIRE

NATIONAL, PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER -
MILITARY BRANCH

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

7/12/73

DGP - POSSIBLE ARSON

Re repori of SA dated 10/17/73.

For information of Bureau, TERRY GENE DAVIS,

who in interview set forth in ref ished
strongest information implicating in
captioned fire, discovered dead 8: ’ .

b C
L
R -

YIS victim of snicide DAVIS _vwho resides

at NPRC-M,
1 ng, no vorted for work
since 10/30/73 stated he had not seen DAVIS at
home since that iime even though lights had t on
in DAVIS' cabin. At about 8:30 PM, 11/5/73] ilooked
into DAVIS' window and observed his corpse with a shotgun
propped between his legs and the majority of his head
blown away.

Subsequent investigation determined DAVIS killed

himself with a 16 guage pump shotgun after having left the
following note:

;ZL‘Bureau
1~ 5%, Louis

“PRS:cw

(3%

6
o

v

poss}
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"There just isn't any point to any of this,
Nobody gives a damn and never has. Blame it on j
dope. Blame it on parents. But people *** are |
the cause of all the in the world. ?
411 I ever needed was to know that somebody gave
a damn about anything to do with me.

"Where is truth? Where is love? Where is
anything that is real? Thank you KADI. Thank
you KSHE, Thank you humanity."”

Mention of KADI and KSHE are apparent references
to local radio stations emphasizing rock and roll type
music. DAVIS' main ambition in the world was to become
a star rock and roll periformer.

Coroner's report estimates date of death as
11/1/73, as judged by state of decomposition of the body
and reports that he had been seen alive prior to that time.

DAYIS was honorably discharged from the U.S,
Coast Guonrd 11/23/71, due to psychiatric difficulties
involving depression and anxiety. Fellow workers at the
record center indicated DAVIE had beeperiodically
depressed since long prior to the fire at the records
center, Within the last two weeks DAVIS had been involved
in 2 minor acecident with his car, was arrested on his
motorcycle in a prohibited wildlife area and had been
disturbed over his relationship with his parents. DAVIS
had also broken off with his girlfriend who had been living
with him on 10/27/73. She returned on 10/29/73, for her
personal belongings and declined to remain with DAVIS at
hds request but "on his terms”. DAVIS' girlfriend claimed
that DAVIS was injecting ‘'speed"”.

DAVIS' friends and working assocliates at the
record centexr deny he was particularly concerned oxr upset
over events invelving the record center fire and taax_hi;
:;i;ff:fﬁuld most likely have nothing to do with th

nvestigation or the fire itself. DAVIS' friends
naicnted he may have planned his own death over consideruble
period of time as he felt "possessed @f a demon"” and told
them he had been "seeing and feeling things” that they
could not understand. VWhile DAVIS exhibited certain
elements of instability to hig friends, he genevrally




SL 52-4856

appeared highly intelligent and of otherwise normal
characteristics. Above data set forth for information

of Bureau and no further investigation ims being conducted
in this matter by the St. Louis Division.

3*
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P. 0. Drawer 8

Central Station March 29, 1974

St. Louis, Mo. 63188

Mr. Robert G. Kunkel, SAC
Federal Bureau of Investigation
1520 Market Street

St. Louis, Missouri 63177

Attn:
Dear Sir:

Attached are the documents, which SA
discussed with you on March 29, 1974

SA

FiLE No. 2] 3-650.0

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE

of this office

to determine
Should the

Poor quality of the copy ma i i
whether the subject's name i
[::;:::;::;]written on the hospital summary properly identify this

Thdiviagual, it would be appreciated if you would furnish this office

with the correct name.
Thank you for your cooperation in th

Ve

is matter.

ry truly yours,

Goseit Dra il

OSCAR G. WEISHEIT, JR.
Acting Special Agent In Charge

Attachments

SERIALI

FSEARCHED

et
a5 291974

Z




Post Office Box 7251, Main Statien
St. Louis, Missouri 63177
April 3, 1974

Mr. Robert E. Lilley

Special Agent in Charge
Department of the Treasury
United States Secret Service
P.O.Draver 8

Central Station

St. Louis, Missouri 63188

Dear 8ir:

Thank you for your letter of Mapch 28 1974 ip
[j:ffim you request the correct identity of or

For n, this individual has
identified as . Date and Place of Birth
[::;]at Chicagoe, Illinois, served in the United States

Narine Corp b1§gg!§_ggr¢-bor of 1943 and May of 1946 under

I It ha ot been determined whether
Ps correct fo L7

For your additional information, a Marine Corp
record is on file for Hay At the National Personnel Records
Center, Military Branch, 9700 Page Boulevard, 3t, Louis,

i, which will furnish you
military service, including

Thank you for refsrring this matter to us.

Very truly yours,

WERELEY T. WHALRY
dpecial Agent in Charge

Z
1 - Addressee TR -r///,fz“_

1 - St, Louis (52-4856)
DRS:dlv ﬂ"u

(2) &)L; N




4/3/74

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, LITTLE ROCK

FROM : 8AC, ST. LOUIS (52-4858) (P)
SUBJECT

(Military Branch)
Overland, Missouri
7/12/74

DGP

00: 8T. LOUIS

For information of Little Rock, captioned individual
furnished = signed statement indicating that he had carelessly
smolked and disposed of a cigarette in an area whers the records
center fire first broke out, just before the fire was discover-

ed. TFor further iafermation oﬁmxh_m_xn_m.uun_tm_l
—lakd aat faorth in this satter

On 3/29/74, Acting Chief of Police RAY PORSHEL,
Overland, Mo., telephonically advised ke had received via 8t.

louis County Police Department information f.ln.t_thu_m_:nl
ne call from
—
] ¢ 1o ag !

Ihere is a woman nluodl |Iho resides
in Ark., and who at the t]
ip Mo, While residing in

One of these pen, nARe

Frqloyu at the FEC at the /ﬁ’
B

E

tine t the fire. now talking that hg,%

o s lrtod this 11

{% - Little Rock S :{”‘/
= 3t. Louis e

‘DR d1y -
(4) ~o7 S

Major Fire, National Personnel Records Center, bic




8L 53-43856

Om 4/2/74 Custodial
Imployeass XMAC-M advised there were oo persens of either Kereaa
or Orisantal extraction weorking at the recerds ceater at the time
of the fire, and that there are nene empleyed at this time.

LEAD
LITTLE BOCK DIVISION L7C
AT GANALIKL, soxipgesy

Will locate and interview Lvr the pur-~
pose of developing all information in possession regarding
the fire, and the identity of the unknewn Xerean.

Expeditious handling is requested dus to the magni-
tude of less incurred to the Covermmeant by the fire, and the
podantinl for publicity which matters pertaining to the fire

genexate.




4/2/74

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
TO: SAC, MEMPHIS
FROM: SAC, ST, LOUIS (52-4856) P
SUBJECT : e
MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC-M
7/12/73
DGP
00: SL
Enclosed for the Memphis Division is one copy each
of two communications received by the St, Louis Division
of the FBI, and the St, Louis Office of the Secret Service,
The comnunicatio
military service record of
Chicago, I11, As the envelopes show,these d ure
mailed from Nashville, Tenn. L

Notations made on these documents are esusabl
bJ but how he
lis n

the U,S, Marine Corps betweenl.umunhn_n:_mu_m_un.v_rf
_IAAﬁ_u.n.:h.r_uS.ILu.r_l.n.‘ number

during his period of service,

While it is not conceivable that !had anything
to do with the fire at the National Military Records Center,
his repeated references to that fire require he be interviewed
regarding any knowledge he may have of the fire,

Memphis (End, 2)

gﬁf- St. Louis

DRS:ck
@

- e
e




SL 52-4856

During intervieu[;::;should be counseled regarding
his inappropriate remarks about the FBI and the records
center fire which for information of Memphis, has in all
liklihood been solved,

Expeditious handling is requested due to the
magnitude of loss to the Govermment, and publicity )
potential which this case represents, b7C
LEADS
THE MEMPHIS DIVISION:
AT NASHVILLE, TENN,:
Will locate and interview egarding any

knowledge he may have of the r and determine
how he came into possession of

Will check ind any
local background data on
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.S SEORET SERVICE

M29 Z212rH'lY

ST. LOUIS, MO.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION
GEA FPMR (41 TR} 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

T SAC, ST, = DATE! 3/29/74
(ATTN: SA

FROM SPVR

SUBJECT: UNSUB 3
MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC - M
SLMO
DGP

on 3/29/74, Acting Chief of Police RAY POESHEL,
Overland, Mo., telephonically advised as follows:

He had received via SiL County PD information

that the County had received a long-distance telephone
Ark., telephone - ’ e Iollowing:

ore is a woman named who resides
in Ark., and who at the t
in Mo. While residing in
B7C
~ LEAD -~

THE ST, LOUIS DIVISION

AT ST. LOUIS, MO,

Arkansas; have her interviewed; ideatify

Ascertain the residence of ;nl
and interview re hig knowledge of the fire.

2 e -
‘ SEARCHED. INDEXED -
SERALIZER Dkl — - §
@ St. Louis P74
:b s




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

““UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

To * SAGC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) DATE: 5/20/74

FROM : gac  LITTLE ROCK (52-3029) (RUC)
squﬁffzg;ﬁa?/xm _J

Major Fire, National Personnel
Records Center,

(Military Branch)

Overland, Missouri

7/12/73
DGP
Qos SL

Re St. Louls airtel to Little Rock, 4/3/74.

The—following investigation was conducted by
SA at Gamaliel, Arkansas, on 5/2/74:

| telephone] | formerly a

resident o IMissouri,

advised that o presently resides
at the foregoifig address, P sonnel
Records Center as well as agother who

Bie

b7C

On numerous occasions comments were made by
E:E:::]relating to the treatment he received by coworkers at
the Personnel Records Center, specifically complaints of treat-
ment by Negro employees who would interfere witl
assigned duties.

related that the only information she
had concerning the Personnel Records Center would have been
information she received fro and specifically she
possessed no information as t dentity of anyone who

would be respons truction of the center nor
does she know an She fam_muauy_l

//- St. Louis 59 (—(é bw

1 - Little Rock

JDK/bng SEARCHED -t POE E?E >

@ (3) MAY 231874
FBI — SAINT LOUIS

1. ;nﬁ"‘




LR 52-3029

O'I.'l 5/3/74’ ¥ T C4 v
Baxter County Sheriff's Office, Mountain Home, Arkansas,

was contacted e information 1lly
developed from at which time dmitted
that the refereéfice to e o were 8 characterizations

of individuals referred to b and that he was unable
to recall anything further stated by her which would be of
assistance in this matter.

It is noted that Las interviewed at

le lieved the information previously furnished
by s in e::'::or:.--l-lﬂl-“--ﬁﬂ-'h—-ﬂ-tr.l Louis might
de nterview of that any infor-

mation by would have been obtained
through




5/23/74

AIETEL

TO: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS  (52-3648)(P)

SUBJECT: | ]
MAJOR FIBE AT NPRC - M
7/12/73
j pGPr
| 003 SL
| b7
; Pe St. Louls airtel to Memphis, 4/2/74.
For information of receiving offices, St. Louils
Uivision forwardad to Memphis communications directed te the
: i _FBI _Offic Seoret Service, from one
— bornl_ st Chicago, Iilimeis. These
oruments wore mailed from Nashville, Tenneasee and con~
taineﬂ derogatory remarks concerning the FBI and the Govern-
ment in general, Notstions made on the documents were
e came into p sion of
ia unknown, served in
the U, &, Marine Corpe ) M
-nndes JSMC _serial onmber e
“fforts to locate at Nashville, Tenn.,
have heon negative.
Z-%an Francisco . /"’”--réf37
2wSeattle ( y “jizfcfﬂi‘jtg
248t. Louis (52-4856 s
Memphis P
Hiitbe .
(9) 4




ME 52=3648

On various dates in April snd May, 1974, cheoks of
the Central Records Division, Nashville PD have been made
concerning him with negative resmlts, Credit Durean records
are not available in checks of this type, o

on 5/17/74, a source in the Veterans Administration,
ssee (PROTECT) advised in confidence that

veteran file {g locgted in the San Francisco
ce O e A under nombey
LEADS :
2AN_LFEANCISCO DIVISION
) ANCISC CALIF.
¥Will, at the VA, review file concerning
and advise of current loeation,

SEATTLE DIVISION
AT _SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

Will eheck reeord the VA Hospital at i
Lake, Vashington concerning under VA number

MEMPII1S DIVISDN

AT MURFREESBORG, TENN,

Will recheck VA Hospital for under number

AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

¥ill continue efforts to locate

B7C
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: g/5/74

Transmit the following in
{Type in plaintext or code)

. ——— - Am i ———— o ——— — —

Vig Airtel Adrmail
{Priority}
________________________________________________ b
TO : SAC, 5T. LOUIS (52-4356)

FROM i SAC, MEMPHIS (52-35648) (RUC)

SUBJECT:

MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC - M
7/12/73

DGP

00: St, Louis

Re Memphis airtel to San Francisco, 5/23/74.
fiices_disrepard investigation pending re
bornl iat Chicago, Illinois,.

On 5/31/74,
Administration, Veteran 2IN1ST;
Murireesboro, Tenn., advised that
1511, VA Claim # 13810549, was a patient at the VAH,
Murf{reesboro, from 1/24/54 to 6/3/64 and from 7/30/64 to
12/2/54 and has not atient there since that time,
Records indicate thaq VA file was forwarded to the VAN,

san Francisco, Cal., 1n 72.

Records_at VAH, lurfreeshoro, are very in lete
but indicate thatl liag Leen a patientﬁ
over the past yearsg an -8

"TTICLllg ) 10 zovernment officials, both
Federal and state, for the past 10 years or more., The most
recent correspondence in the file at Murfreesboro is a letter

Al 1

[o i ®

G? - St. Louis

2 - San Francisco
2 - Seattle

1 - Menphis

HH/ nkt

(7)

Approved: / m Sent M Per . - '



ME 52-~3648

fron o Coperessmar laatad miamr

which
letter enclosed for he same VA forms which were W
pre vzously mailed by o the 8t. louis Oof . This

: igned by nd giv 8 |
Tennessee, telephone

The VAH records at Murfreesboro also imii €
that, as of 12/7/72] ]

on Jung_% 1974,
fenn. was contacted by SA|

|and] Ej1wh1ch time she advised that
she 1s tune mother of | 1: 3¢} she described ae
having been born| Illinois. B0

Siie described him as a white male, 6, 270 lbg, hair blond
Sy 1t She advised that her son is

is o constant Jetter wriier. He nas been 1lnaad out oF
Veterans Hospitals and is currently under the care of a
octor in Nashville |
rg bhe advised that government
agclcics snould noL even acknowledge her son's letters as
he is a constant letter writer and imagines things. She
advised that he has been very upset about Watgggate and
recently a .representative of the Secret Service talked to
her about hin.

advised that her soj left
Nashvilleaoour o week ago and she has no i1dea where he is
at the present, but she advised that he goes away for trips
of this type and she generally will hear from him in a month
o1 two Irom-some distant location. She advised that she
| nad o idea where he was now. She advised that her son did
|
1 _ | She was
mused that the Federal Governmeni would even want if:ffff:]

+5 i3 beecayse phe is such a prolific letter writer

In view of the above, no further action being

taken by llemphis and this 1atter is being considered referred
upon completion to the office of origin.



TO
FROM

SUBJECT

A,

OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1082 EDITION
GEA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: FILE (52-4856) paTE: 6/26/74
: SA(
b7C
7/12/73
DGP

00: St. Louis

TodayJ |Post-Dis atch reporter,
visited the SAC to e n nd to discuss instant case.

He specifically wanted to know if we had identified any
suspects or whether I could say the fire was accidental or
caused by arson. I told him that since we had not obtained
an indictment or an arrest warrant, I of course could not
identify any suspects but that no information had been devel-
oped that the fire was caused by arson.

For record purposes,




TO

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10

JULY 1873 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101.11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

G

SAC, ST, LOUIS (52-4856) DATE: 7/18/74

SAC, SEATTLE (52-10737) (RUC)

MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC - M
7/12/73

DGF

00: ST, LOUIS

Re Memphis airtel to San Francisco, dated 5/23/74.

On 6/28/74,

[:::::::]Anwrican Lake Veferana_HQSniial__Iacnma__ﬁaanington,
acdvised that the: file on is b7C
D

currently not in the files of American Lake Hospital but

has hLeel

n_transferred to VA Hr=ni¢a4—in-ﬂam1Francisco, Calif-
added that is _known to him

ornia,

is a prolific letter writer, writing governors, congressmen
local law enforcement agencies and any other address[::::::]

should come in contact with.

In view of the above information, no further

investigation is being conducted by this Division,

CZS- St. Louis (52-4856)
- Memphis (52-3648) (Info)
1 - Seattle (52~10737)

CdWect
(4)

o - s/ifé /9
ity ST

IERTE
i ' .'.} ‘-1 /4
T L




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ~ e
MAY 1382 EDITION
GSA FEMR {4 CFR) 10t-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
O $FE, $7 Lows S és "’f-f'C)Cp) pATE: 7-FO0- 70

FROM : o

SUBJECT:
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FD-302 (REV, 11-27-70) ﬁ ﬁ

_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcriplion 8/3/74

. telephone number
was interviewed, e was iImmediately advised of the
identity of the interviewing Agent, the nature of the interview,
and that anything he said could be used in a court of law,

E;;;:::]advised that he knows nothing about the fire
at the m ary records center in July of 1973, He said he
discussed the matter with his mother when he visited her in
Arkansas last spring, but never told her that he krnew anything

about how the fire got started,

said he heard a lot of talk that the fire
started from someone smoking 4n the files. He said that prior

to the fire he frequently observed people e
r_nnnns__and_thaT he advised them, as well a

that that should not be donet

| gké desgribed through observation and inter-
view as follows: ; :

\

Race:
Date of birth: ) Sde)
Place of birth: ( | 111,
Height: S - 4
Weight: . 135
Eyes: ' Brown
Hair: rBllnk________1
Foster mother:
Natural parents: Unknown
7/29/74 St. Louis, Missouri ..., SL 52-4856 -/ 95

lmerviewug at ile
. i Cale dictated 7/29/74

by

This dotument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and i loaned 1o your agency;
it and its contents are not te be distributed outside your agency




» -

SAC, SAN FRANCISCO 9/30/74

8AC, ST, LOUIS (52-4856) (P)

MAJOR FIRE AT NPRC-M
7/12/73

DGP

0OC: 5St. Louis

Re Memphis sirtel to San Francisco, 5/23/74: and

Seattle letter to St. lLouis dated 7/18/74, copy attached.

Inclosed for San Franclaco is one copyrgi_xginxgnﬁed
e letter to StI:Effif:fﬁich indicates that

VA File Number

is located at the VA Hospital,

an ancisco, California,

Inaspuch as the only invdstigation outstanding in

thia matter is review of the above F¥A File, San Francisco
is requested to expedite coverage of its lead set forth in
referenced Memphis airtel.

S
LU \1/

RIC
LS 7 a
| 7
. 1%
/r‘ T .
? j_ljﬂ,‘\}( . ./:—7
~San Francisco (Enc. 1) b r e

3/ 2k8t. Louis
(" R mUDBS:dln

AT @)

]



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 16 A~ .
MAY 1982 EDITION

GSA PPME (it CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) DATE: 11/21/74

FRngL AC, SAN FRANCISCO (52-18349) (RUC)

SUBJE 11
: R E

NPRC - M
7/12/73
DGP

00: ST. LOUIS

Re letter from St. Louis to San Francisco, dated
9/30/74, and letter from Memphis to St. Louis, dated 6/5/74.

— Francisco discontinued investigation on

t referenced letter.
On 11/6/751 Imedlcal records at
Veteran's SLracio Sp y Tancisco, California,
m' ‘ ate any record concerning eTe
She advised that perhaps
€ veteran's 1] nal Office might be able

to locate a file on

On 11/13/74,
Veteran's AdmInistration Regional OIfice, 211 Main

Street, San Francisco advised that shr_mas_unahle_tﬁwlocate
any file in the office under the name ith

above SSAN and V inisgtration file cl
advised that she r
pucter locator and it indicate a e

On the same day,
number

can be located at the Nashville Regional
Courthouse, 801 Broadway, Nashville,

file o
Office, Unite
Tennessee 37203.

lna5mu9Q_aﬁ_ﬁza_Lguiﬁ_hﬁﬁ_ghiain§Q1partial records

| San Francisco

is leaving them the discretiopn of seiting out further leads
to locate the file of

T
@ - 3t. Louis
1 = San Francisco 5 o 4/% o /527
JWR:klc INDEXED_
(%) muw FILED:

@ NOV 2 7 197
r “ S




TO

FROM 34

OPTIQNAL FOURM NO. 10

m?#“ﬂ'lm 1o1-11.8 - -
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) C DATE: 1/10/75

SUBJECT: |
. L'EKEEE‘?TEE‘IT‘E?EEZE'J

7/12/73 e
DGP
00: SL

Review of the above captioned investigation reveals
that an admission of having set the fire was obtained from
subject, a custodial worker at NPRC-M and that appropriate dis-

cussion was held with the U, S; Attorney concerning inin
U, s, At;n:ngg_indigﬁted that due to
prosecution was .

Evidence obtained during the investigation was presented by
the U, S, Attorney to a federal grand jury on 10/31/73,
The federal grand jury failed to vote an indictment, however,

and investigation was closed., File was reop pt
of a portion of a military service record of of
Nashville, Tennessee who referred to the fir

interview him was set out., A check of his military record

shoTnd_tha:_ha_sannad_in_:hn I Marine Corps 11/43 to 5/46
and during his ﬁfrvice.
O expresse

D mother,
ennessee wh

surprise that the Federal government would want to tal
She advised that

1 EX € Was a constany ietter W €r andg

[ [. She

sald he has been in andInu:_ni_!e:a:nns_ﬂospitals and was
r.cn::en:lu.unda:.na:e of ax hizh_hlnnd_n:esaunf

J American 1. Tacoma

Ef:ffifffon, advised that |

& prolific letter writer who wrote Governors, Congress-
men, Law Enforcement Agencies and any other address he came in
contact with,

In vview of the condition of[::::]no further inquiry 7o
15 being made and this case is being closed.
I~ —/Ld /ﬂ

St. Louis
/cw

sibes

T

FBI — SAINT; LOUI.

antbquwwH.ﬁu@unﬂzn__J p,

u}) Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regula

5010-108-02



1500 East Bannister Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64114

August 17, 1976

Missouri b7C
Danr

Special Agant of our 5t. Louis Qffice has
advised me that you telsp him on Wednasday evening,
August 11, 1976. In that conversation you advised that
you are in & position to name the person who "set" the
fire at the Military Personnal Records Center in 1973,
You also mads mention of an impending fire.

?lease be advisad that the Federal Buresu of Investigs~
tion (FBI) has investigative jurisdiction over the mmtters
to which you make reference. I strongly suggest that Lf
you have any information in your possession regarding any
form of arson, attempted arson, or any plans for such
arson, you contact the St. Louia Office of the FBI

immediately. I have notified the ¥ substance
of your phone c¢all to Spacial Agent

Sincerely,

FAUL W. MoELLIOTT

Director

Fi{eld Investigations Office
Kansas City

cc:
FBI -~ St. Louis
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On August 11, 1976, 1 1 _eived a telephone call at my 1 idence from a person

identifying himself as From McDonnell-

Douglas Aircraft Corporation and former Civil Servant., The call was received

at about 7:00 p.m. and lasted about 15 minutes, advised that he had

received a copy of the FBI report on the 1973 fire at the Military Personnel

Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri from some source via his rights under

the Freedom of Information Act. indicated that he had read the feport

and in his opininion, it was inconclusive and was an FBI "cover=up" of

a serious attempt at Arson by political figures that wanted records of

some unspecified nature (I think tapes were mentioned) destroyed. |also

mentioned that a person named (sp?) of the General Accounting Office,

was not satisfied with the FBI investigation ( I think this may have come from

the FBI report that he supposedly had). stated that he had been attempting
to get a copy of the GSA report on the fire but did noﬁ-indicate what means

or channel he was using to get the report. taid that he had retired from
McDonnell-Dbuglas after years of employment and that he had been devoting

most of his time to "investigating' the Military Personnel Record Ceunter fire
since his retirement since it (the fire) was similar to one the occured at
another Federal (I think VA was mentioned) building some years past and he
was sure that the fires was set by the same person. He also mentioned an

impending fire but did not specify A location. He stated that he had talked

with GSA Special Agent some time in the Spring of 1976 and

that |had told him to contact him when he had more information.
elt that he now had this information and had attempted to contact

and was furnished my name by at National Personnel Records Center,
Civilian Perscnnel Records, St., Louis, Missouri.[:::::Fndicated that he was

now in a position to name the person that has '"set" the fire at the Military

Personnel Records Center and that he wanted to talk to a GSA Agent about it.

stated that an interview would take about two (2) hours and he was agree-

able to any meeting place as long as he was able to tape the interview so he
~ would be correctly quoted in any report. 1 asked few if any questions about the
_ _nature of the informatiom he could furnish. I advised him.that it was not GSA
policy to interfere in an other investigative agencies investigation or to
question their findings. I also said that as far as I personnally'was concerned
the FBI report was the final word on the cause of the fire. I advised him that

I would consult higher authority regafding a possible interview and return his

call as g°n as I had an opinion on the matter.



|sEarcH INDEXED.
SERIALI FILED

AUG & v 1970
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Missouri and he intended té

advised me that he was staying inl

sta} in the area until he heard from me. He appeared to be very knowledgeable

of the Records Center fire was very articulate, deliberate in his speech.
He did not sound emotional or excited, biC

Special Agent
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

1500 East Bannister - Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64131

August 17, 1976

Harlan C. Phillips

Special Agent-~in-Charge
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Rm 2704, 1520 Market Street

St. Louis, Missouri 63103

Dear Mr. Phillips:

Attached is a copy of a "Memorandum for L ing
a telephone call received by Special Agen of
is Office from

isaouri. Also attached 1Is a copy of my

letter Ed n response to his telephone call.

b7z

It would appear from the remarks made by that he may
have had prior contact with your office or FBI Headquarters.

I have advised Special Agent bf this referral, If
any further information is received by Special Agent
he will be in direct contact with your office.

Sincerely,

W. McELLIOTT

Director

Field Investigations Gffice
Kansas City

Enclosure

! EmiafgT 1 mina
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GE£NERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

1500 East Bannister Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64131

August 30, 1976

Harlan C., Phillips

Special Agent=-in-Charge
Federal Burau of Investigation
BRm 2704, 1520 Market Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63103

Dear Mr. Phillips:

1 etter dated August 17, 1976, regarding
Attach,

—_ ed is a copy of a letter dated August 22,
1976, from]

If any further information is received, we will be in contact
with your office.

Sincerely,

LR i

PAUL W. McELLIOTT

Director

Fleld Investigations Office
Kansas City

B7C

Enclosgure

} SEATCLED. )
| SECIALIED

L

Keetr Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds



Mr. Paul W. McElliott, Director
Field Investigations 6ffice '
General Services Administration
1500 East Bannister Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64114

Dear Mr. McElliott:

Reference 1s made to your letter of August 17, 1976.

In my telephone conversation with GSA Special Agen Au-
gust 11, 1976, I told him that I had information rela o the
fire at the Military Records Center, Overland, Missouri, July 11/12,
1973, and that I would give him this 1nformat{on on con&ition that
I would be permitted to record the interview from b gIEang,Eo end.

said that he thought that the GSA might be unwilling to b/C

conduct an interview under such conditions. He promised, however,
that he would relay my proposal to you and that you woul& write me.
Your letter, rather than accepting my proposal, is fullvy devoted to
a discussion that I had with GSA Special Agent May 19, 1976.

An unsolicited inquiry which I have received from a Member of Con-
gress who appears to have an interest in the matter - in addition to
information which he did not describe - indicates a good possibility
that you may be called upon in the course of a Congressional hearing
to explain why GSA is unwilling to permit the recording of an inter=-
view relating to the fire.

The FBI and the Department of Justice have established a pattern of
deceit in their investigation of the fire, I cannot understand

GSA's willingne e involved in the deceit. I have even had
lying from your But perhaps deceit is being used in an
effort to avoid involvement in deceit, _ _

My offer to vhich I am certain was relayed to you, is
hereby withdrawn. S

Very truly youré.




DIRECTOR, FBI 9/1/76

SAC, BT. LOUIS (52-4856) P

MAJOR FIRE AY NPRC-M
7/12/73

bGP

00: SL

By letter dated 8/17/76,
Field Investigations, Xansas City, W@M.GT
Mministration (GSA) advised that Special Agent
g:jmmmm_ﬁuﬂrm
. . —iissouri
on 8/11/76 concerning captioned matter in which he said he
was in a position to name the person who "set® the fire.

Ijonc a copy of L'eport as well

aol reply to xerox copies of which are enclosed

Indices of the St. Louis Division disclose that

Mo., has had
L) nous OO w. t. uls vision, and
complaints in other matters have been received by the Bureau
over a nuwber of years, fpecific reference is made to the fol-
lowing:

Little Rock letter to Bursau 2/5/63 (with enclosures);

Buairtel 11/30/60 (with enclosure); and

Little Rock letter 12/27/55, all captioned
INFOMMATION IMG" (Criminal Section), Bufile

Bureau
St. Louils
ow

Bulet to Mew York 2/1/63, captioneci

Former Special Agent”;

{3) W




SL 5;-4355‘

Report of SA| _ | st. Louis,
$/7/62, sntitled 'Tlsnns_izl__ntiicn:a__ﬁioris-nnt, Missouri
Police Departmant; : VICTIM; CIVIL
RIGHTS", with which there were transmitted as enclosures

ies of a letterhe tting out some of the
prground concerning

No further action is being taken in this matter.




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-, DATE: 38/11/80

5
SUBJECT: MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION / q
CONCERNING FIRE AT NATIONAL 53-
PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER,
9700 PAGE, SIMO, 1973

Insteant d this office was contacted by police officer
PAGEDALE PD, tel no. 726-1200. [ Jadvised

THAT | !CONNOR DETECTIVE
rAGEHCX, located 7 AGE, PAGED ) ., 63130 On 8/9/R0

received in the mail a letter
TX., tel no.
conatin Our page nd & =mall note. e letter mentioned
on more than one occassion a reference-to the fire at the
military records center in 1973. It further talked about
politics etc.

FPolice officer dvised that he resides at
tTel no. and that he will be .
%BTETﬁE‘TﬁE‘?‘Eﬁ'f'% m shift 8/12/80, with the letter in b7C

his possession. vised that the letter
came to his old but moved from that

location in January 1980.

Officer was advised that the FBI would recontact
him and make arrangements to pick up the letter.

Based on what writer heard over the telephone concerning
the letter it could not be détermined if the information
was of any value to the FBI.

Information purposes.

Bsy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

so10-110



UNITED STATES GO+ERNMENT ~

Memorandum

TO : SAC, ST. LOUIS (52-4856) (C) DATE: g/18/80
FROM SA

S¥ie
SUBJECT: MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

CONCERNING FIRE AT
NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER,
9700 PAGE, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 1973

On 8/11/80 a letter written to
O'Conner Detective and Security was secured from
Pagedale PD.

A review of the letter indicates that the author is
mentally disturbed and no further action is recommended.

The letter has been made a part of the 1-A section
of the file.

._dﬁﬁéL'ééf%ﬂg_:thsi

SEARCHED______ INDEXED
SERIALIZED __furp —

AUG1E1980 |

1
M ‘FBI-BT. Lou:s ﬂ’_\—

- ﬂ .
A
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds chu?arg on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD-159 {(Rev. 2-8-78)

RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENGCIES

Orally By Telephone 8/24/81 Written Communication
(date) o (date) {date)

Information concerning: {Include NARCOTI(%iyATTERS here and in the TOTAL for “ALL MATTERS"
—Colino.cn torm I Ll

0 I -

7/12/73

DGP |

(00: SL) »
Information furnished from Fite, Serial, and Page Number: 52-4856-179, and

52-4856~164
1 0n a continuing disclosure was initiated with
(date)
and will be maintained until the con-
(agency) o .

clusion of the investigation.

™ from informants

(1 from complainants or. other sources

Information furnished to: Detect:lvel DSN,
SLPD Bomb &nd Arson, SLPD
444-5367
Number of items disseminated: T

Remarks: r;ﬁw_xmmu f suspect in captioned matter
_ as a SL home was burned as result of
arson and SLPD informant information indicates that
individual responsible for this arson is related to -

individual responsible for records center fire in 7/73.

@St. Louis

1 - 66-2340
G-— 52-4856

AEM
& 2 Yps - 206

s&mc;W
SERIAL : ‘.

AUG D A168

/ ‘ FEr.5T. Lo K )
SC- - d

i,- FEi/ 000




Complain: Farm
FD-71 (Rev. 8-29-T4)

NOTE: Hand print namcsrlé?'hfy; handwriting satisfactory for remainder.
Indices: [ | Negative %1 See below

Subjeci’s name and aliases . wjae

Complainant

omplaint received

[ﬁ’crsmal ] Telephonic Date i % &Tlme 3 Yo e“

Address of subject laioaot' e addiece qud telaphone numbar

\ ASCTTES +ﬁw o
Birth date and Birthplace

Race Qex Height Hair Build
w Q@c

Weight Eves Complexion Social Security Number
[ Female

-
e
1]

Subject’s
Description

ars, marks or other data i BYC

wl

Facts of complaint
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

P memorandum
ACT7®efiaRK (70-0) (C-9)

REPLY TO
ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:

UNSUB;
FIRE AT ST. LOUIS ARMY
XX PERSONNEL CENTER,
ST. LOUIS, MO
7/12/73
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
CGR

TO: SAC, ST. LOUIS.

Enclosed for information and appropriate action as
deemed necessary is a copy of a
Newark Office from complainant,

The Newark livision is not taking any i\yestigative
action regarding this matter,.

SERIALIZE

»

Y 54~ 49506 408
yﬁf;:w [SEARGHED e

{ MAY 19 195/ ’

F2) o ST LOUWIS o

t. Louis (ENC. 1)

= Newark
:rsb

3) Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan . . cuno. 10

(REV. 7-76)
fr GPO: 1979 0-281-187 P.0. 4304 : GSA FEMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8
: $010-112






