
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ) NO.
)

v. )
)

MICHAEL T. CONAHAN and )
MARK A. CIAVARELLA, JR., )

)

Defendants. )

I N F.O R MAT ION

Count 1

18 U.S.C. §§ 1343, 1346 and 2)
(Honest Services Wire Fraud)

THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY CHARGES:

A. THE PARTIES

FILED
SCRANTON

,N 2 6 2009

CLERK

1. At all times material to this information, the defendants

MICHAEL T. CONAHAN and MARK A. CIAVARELLA, JR. were judges of the

Court of Common Pleas for Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. Between

approximately January of 2002 and January of 2007, MICHAEL T.

CONAHAN served as President Judge for Luzerne County. Between

approximately 1996 and June of 2008, MARK A. CIAVARELLA, JR.,

served as Judge of the Juvenile Court for Luzerne County. In

approximately January of 2007, MARK A. CIAVARELLA, JR. was named

President Judge for Luzerne County.

2. As judges of the Court of Common Pleas, the defendants

MICHAEL T. CONAHAN and MARK A. CIAVARELLA, JR. owed a fiduciary

duty to the citizens of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and to the

Judiciary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and were required to

file an annual statement of financial interests with the

Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, reporting the



source of any income, direct or indirect. The Administrative

Office of the Pennsylvania Courts maintains offices in Cumberland

County, Middle District of Pennsylvania and Philadelphia County,

Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

C. THE PURPOSE OF THE DEFENDANTS

3. From in or about June, 2000, the exact date being unknown

to the United States Attorney, to on or about April 30, 2007, in

the Middle District of Pennsylvania, and elsewhere, the defendants,

MICHAEL T. CONAHAN and
MARK A. CIAVARELLA, JR.,

aided and abetted by each other and by other persons known and

unknown, devised and intended to devise a material scheme and

artifice to defraud the citizens of the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania and the Judiciary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

and to deprive those citizens of their right to the honest services

of MICHAEL T. CONAHAN and MARK A. CIAVARELLA, JR., as judges of the

Court of Common Pleas for Luzerne County, performed free from

deceit, favoritism, bias, self-enrichment, self-dealing,

concealment, and conflict of interest.

4. In furtherance of the scheme and artifice to defraud, the

defendants MICHAEL T. CONAHAN and MARK A. CIAVARELLA, JR. abused

their positions as judges of the Court of Common Pleas for Luzerne

county by accepting compensation from individuals and organizations

doing business with the Court.

D. MANNER, MEANS AND METHODS OF THE DEFENDANTS

5. Between approximately June of 2000 and January 1, 2007,

the defendants MICHAEL T. CONAHAN and MARK A. CIAVARELLA, JR.
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